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Another vay cut was being loocked for. He(lachado) began to talk about the es-
tablishment of o state bank to estadblish Cudbals right to money issue, but ¥hen tie
cuestion was reised on what would the money be issued. So the question.of the
state bank wes taken off the 1 have also heard talk sbout a divorce law,
T could not understand what it 15 all about,-in the midst of tide terror and strug-
gle a sudden dlscussion about a divorce law, . In QGuba it is not so dlfficult to
have a counle of wives, if you want $o , so it appesrs that the poverament lookimng
for sources of income, Inowings that the American millionaires ard oth-rs Emmixy
will come to look for divorce in Cuba, and that this is a very expensive thing in
thie United States, proposed the dive law as somethl e that conld offer a little
income to the government., It is ridiculous, but it is a fact., The United States
was unfavorable to the propesition, and the thing was dropred.

This indicates that the pgovormment, feeling bankrupl is selzing on every pretext to
gein some ‘ncome. The foreign debts abount to $250 million. I could prove dbat
hish rates of interest are being vaild on public debt, Ome of the measures actually
sdopted for a golution of the crisis was the Bmergency Law, I have in one of my
letters 3 briefly described the character of this law, This Exergency Lew was not
worked out from the point of view of regulating conditions in the counntry to prrmit
the development of one branch of industyy ,-ExEExtxarxispamty- it wos 20t considered
from that point of view at all, It wes drewn up-under the impact of panlic. The
orices for registering birth, formerly 50 cents was now $2,00; taxes were placed
upon importe, and chorses were raised on the issuance of foreiyn papers, The tax

upon imports had to be changed or abolished upon the protest of the various merchent s.

Vechado was lookine fopr & short cut to increase the income of the treasury and wae
taking everything he think of. JNaturally, all the mefchants, theatre owners,
etc., 1mediately raised the pricecof their commodities, shifting the burden of the
tax upon the consumers. It is impossible to say whethor the mmergency law hos
actually Amproved the fimancial comiition of the government. It ls clear thet

the eme law was creating a shrinksge of consumption. With the conclueion of
the t, the ne wag reduced considerably, and it is very unlilkcely that
the ency would imorove the fisancinsl situation of the gov- rmment,

I cansot dwell very lomg on the politdeal imoortance of Cuba for the United States,
I only want to remark that Machado represents the consolidation of bourgeois power
in Cuba, I want to exphasise that the idea of cooperation of the liberals, conser-
vatives and the other parties was not on the basis of of agreement on & biz economic
and political cuestions, As I wae informed Menocal and the other politicians

were kept from being in opposition because ‘dndo paid Menocal £10,000 out of the
income of the lottery. Perhaps I mm sdetaken, tut this seems to me to be the
reason for the so-called harmony that prevalled among the bourgeois Parties dn the
beginninz, The Lottery in the latin American countries is also a great source of
sqeezing large sums of money from the masses who deny themselves food to participad

wgh | Machado ie getting tens of
."I‘ eh emabled him to buy over theee vorioms
1iticians, It would be wrong to say thai the opposition began just bLecause

the lottery decreased and therefore bribery decreased, That would not be a correct

analysis of the opposition.

I will not repeat here the program of the nationalists. I will mention some of
tLe pointsg Restoration of the Constitution of 1902, the enlarging of the suffrege
laws, inst the bigz expenses on pud works, like thc palace, public’ roads, etc.,
and ¢ r point,-that Machado must go. I state thot in order th it we coén see
mow far ‘Wationalists have gone on their om derands, They are alrcady
going wt thelr main programmetic demands. 1 believe we must find an op or-

" tunity £0 @iséuss in dotail whet were the real forces of the mationaliste. Is 4t
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