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The economic condition of the workers 1s most miserable, The great
mass of laborers are in a most poverty-striken condition. They
- recelive miserably low wages and are compelled to work under the

| most oppresslive onndltiom. The army of unemployed is growing ever

. larger end is reaching a eritical stage. Being unorganized, they

| are nt the merecy of the employers, particularly the big fnr«oign
corperations and the abs o landholders. The United Fruit Coey
one of the largest em rs of labor, owning and controlling large
banana plantations In land and op.nting 2 bansna-carrvl
stemmship line, pavs their workers who slave on the banana fle
and nhuuo who do the g, & mere pittance. The Jamaica mblin
gervice Co., a Canadian concern, controls and gporates the electric
power and the strect car systems, paying their workers a starvation
wage, employing white i.naputors'. whose main Jjob 1t is to spy on
the workers end to "turn them in" on the flimsiest charges, against
which the workers have no redress and for which they are ladd-off
or fipmed. The workers are an easy prey to the bourgeoisie, both -
white and Black. To glve an idea of the terrible exploitation of
the workers, I will cite the prevalling rate of wages of a few
trades and other occupations:

! l Trade Wages Hours
Carpenters 51,26 to 51,75 per day 8 per d
el Painters 1.8 ¥ 1560 Rk o Tun TY
| Bricklayers 1,26 - R S S B |
: Printers (Linotype - v
operators) 26,00 per week e T
" (campo l&) 10.26 " pi T IR

Xotomen & conductors
(10 years service and up) 3.
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Early shift ghrs. ¥ 20 m,
per day
Late shift 9 hrs. 48 m,

| (less than 10 years o "
| - service) | P
o sges $1.00 to §2,00 10 to 11 hrs, per dey
i per week _

| Domestics ‘ 2,00 ink
. Laborers (Comtmtinn workers) .76 to 51,00 per day
- Benana Carriers (loaders) .43 per hundred bunches
- Clerks (store) 10,00 to $15,00 per week 8 houms per day

The cost of nil.n%‘.pnrt icularly in Kingston is comperatively high,
Yost workers refore compelled to live in one or two room
houses and can hardly secure the bearest necessities of life,

such brutal oxploitation, tvhe workers often go on strike
¢ ggﬂ::?ml ly and many atm strikes develop Into riols. 4 number

strikes cccurred sniong the lunm::mon, construction
b workers, tobacco workers and even the police force. One of the moat
;
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important strikes known as the Street Riot" was put dowm
with force. 4hls was a strike of construction workers who were
gotting 756 cents per day and had struck, demanding 51,50, ‘l'ha Eoline
who were receiving 60 cents el
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or day, stuck and are now gett 50
note that the pelice were aid t:ry the
into stores nnd other business places,

" a law was passed making it compulsory

It 1s interesting
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