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On Unemployment, As in many Latin-American countries, there is no kind of unemployment ?,
statistics here, Approximately, the figure can withont exaggeration be estimated at
500,000, Considering that the population of the island is 3,500,000, one can see that
this figure is enormously XNty large, And there is no question of relief, The newspaper
"Pais” has opened a kitchen for publicity purposes. This example was imitated by a few
philantropic ladies, The president sent his w»ife to the opening of the kitchenj this is
all the goverrment has dones I put this question immediately after my arrival. Unforue
pately we lost much time until something was done in an organizational way. The next day
the whole thing fell into the hands of the polises A commission was elected which is re-
sponsidle for the unemployment campaign, The climax of the campaign shall be the calling
of an unemployed congress, On this question I wanted to get your advice, I received a
letter from Albert on the Intermational Unenployment Day in which he tells me that the
date has not yet boen fixed, If I was in a rosition to set the day of the congress on this
date, we could already use this date for agitatioge The comrades here were dissatisfied
#ith the change from March 21, They think that the workers here consider March 21 already
2 "historical® pay of Struggle sgainst Unezployment. I think that we could do good work
in thie refard. What is your opinion on sgitation for the calling of an unemployed congresal
I have adapted the slogane and forme of organization to the local conditions, btut they

do not differ smuch from the organizational forms and demands adopted by the R.I,L.U, If
you are interested in this work, I can send you a copy. Meetings of working and unemployed
workers will be called this week, for the formaticn of unemployed committees, I recently
gave out a call which made a very good impression, But the mistake was that it -as not
connected with organizational work,

It was very difficult for me to get some
kind of a picture of the Confederation, that is the figures of the affiliated unions, the
gharacter of the unions etc, This means that there is a rather bad order there. But the
question is now not the dusiness end of 4t, but the pclitical line of the Confederation,
I ehall give a detailed characteristic of the affiliated unions in the next letter. Now
I Just want to mention that it wo:ld be wrong to think that it is an organization of our
¢vny We have & majority, we can nowr and then carry out our decisions, dut we have a lot

of work to perform yet in order to Emmgmxxthaxfisxts capture the Confederation. This is
no paradox, W have to do some profoun and thorough work to make a revolutionary trade
union organization out of this organization. 1t was one of the biggest mistakes of the
former party leadership not to see that the Confederation is slowly slipving out of our
hands, In order to protect curselves against defeat in the voting of our proposals, we
always have to mobilize that not ome of our fraction should be adsent, otherwise we are
voted down, One can say thet & non-party frection has sphstxXiyxet cristallyzed iteelf
in the Confederation which almost always votes unitedly againet our proposals, The firest
thing that suprized me, was the fear of our comrades of the plenary sessions.lne was
afraid to use the word politics in the manifestos, because the Anarcho-Syndicalists don't
allow that., of the CSLA one might speak only as an organization for which one has a so-
to=sperk "platonic” gympathy. Against the goverrment one might only talk in lukewarm
maxisz expressions. Adout the social traitors = speak only cautiously and with coneider-
ation, Thers were no fractions in the yellow organizations that belong to the Confeder-
ation, or where there were any they did not workes The general fraction of the Confedera=
tion met only shortly before the plenary sessions. It 1s evident that this situation and
the wrong Party Line resulted in thie wild policy of a united front with the leaders of
the yellow unions. Now we have the following situation! the more important unions, as the
motorists (probably avtomobile drivers,?transl.) and street car workers, printers, electtie
calworkers, tabac employes etc. are against us. It is not impossible that they will use
some pretext to leave the Confederation, As there is a number of mmions which are not
affilisted with any center, thay will have the possibility to form their own center. On
the other hand, there is a number of unions which are negotiation with the Confederation
to affiliate with it,

Our comrades have after the change in the leading Party organs taken a too "left"
couress, worked only on the basis of the voting majorty and 41d not try to meneuver with
the unions which are againet us inside the Confederation so that we curselves contribute

to the scoeleration of the split, The worst is, as I have slready .:phiw above, that
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