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"~ A CASE FOR A LABOR JURY

Against All Types of Gangsterism in the Working
Class Movement; On the Murder of the

Italian Stalinist Montanari

By L. TROTSEY

On August 8, according to a news
ftem in I"'Homanite, the I[talian
communist  Montanari  was  mure-
dersd in the Metro Belleville, On
Aungust 12, I'Humsanite prioted an
ultogether monstrons, but, of course,
in no way yousual explanation for
the murder. The wphoaymons gr-
ticle appearsd under the titls, “Lav-
al and the Faseists Swell the Pro-
vecations,” ‘This headline which s
part of the official campaisn against
the: Laval ministry and the Fasclsts
was accompanied by o sub-head,
“Montunarl Murlered by a Trotsky-
ist Provocateur,” Fundamentally,
the juxtaposition of these two hesd-
lnes is quite characterizstde of the
article, the author, and the news-
paper Itself. But the text contains
not ofily wile but Innomerable as-
sertions which are downright con-
tradictory. “The murderer is Guldo
Belao, the well-kown Italian Trot-
skyist who has been carryiog on
provocntenr activitiea for a long
time among the Itallan emigres™
What is implied by “provecatear
activittes™ Im this connection? Has
he been making speeches agalnat
soclal-patriotism or i he in the
employ of Mussolinl? We are kept
uninformed on this score, Further
on we are told that Montanarl “had
become the target for the hatred of
the Trotskyist elements who had
been expelled from the party, and
who sobsequently (that (s, after
thelr expolslon—I.T.) resorted to
open and criminal provecateur ac-
tivitles

Jig-Sawing the Facis

The case bocomes more gnd more
involved, It seems that not only
Guido Belss, but an entire group
of expalled TItallam “Trotskylata™
was engaged In “open (1) provoca-
tion." In the service of the Fasclst
pollce? Agaln fno direct statement.
Fut in order not to leave the reader
in doubt as to the meanlng of the
word “provocition,” the article adds
that Belso has been living “lke a
lord,” Finally we discover that in
Nice Belso had been “exposed as a
provocatenr (by whom?) who wasa
hound op (7)) with the entlre Fas-
cist work of penetrating the anti-
Fascist masses.” ‘Thizs eonfused
statement contalns already a direct
charge of a connection with the
Fasclata. Tt us bear this in mind,
From Miee, Beise arrived in Parls
and mordered Montanari, It is
well known thot the Fascists miar-
der eommunists and particularly
revolotlondsts. It is qguite in the
natore of things for u Fascist pro-
vocatenr to pose as a “socialist™ or
a “communist" or g “Trotskyise"
But we have been fold beforehand
that the morderer was a “well
known [tallan Trotskyist” Does
this mean to say that he toroed
from a Troiskyist to & Fasclst, fe.
changed his revolutionary position?
Buoeh cises are not unknown, Buoat
I'Humanite does not ralse this ques-
tion. Im harmony with the two
headlines, it procesds to  develop
the dual wverslon: simulianeously
bath a “Trotskyist” and a Fascist,
This amalgam Is the plvot polnt for
the entire Indictment,

Further down we read not with-
out surprise, “His explanstion that
e wanted to avenge himaelf for
unjust charges 1s only o screen in.
tended to hide the troth” We are
not clearly and expressly informed
a8 to what this “truoth" la, Instead
we shortly and Incldentally discover
that the morderer felt himself to be
miliciously slandered, had protest-
ed, and in revenge used the revols
ver. At any rate that {5 the muor-
derer's own wverslon. Let ns keep
this In mind as well,

The anonymous article proceeds
to state forther that the Itallan
C., P. had long since lssued g warn-
ing to b on guard against the
“dublous actlons of this individu-
al." Why dublous? Omly dublous?
Hadn't we been just told that Belso
wus “expoSed” as 5 Fasclst provo-
catenr In Nice? Fxposed! The
work of & provocatenr has never
¥et been asmumed to be dublons. A
provecitenr ls g mercenary scoun-
drel, nothlng more. If one main-
talns that another's actlvities are
dublone, then it means that one has
only smmpicions but no preof. In
such cases, genulne revolutlonary
organizations gather the necessary
evidence before procecding with
open Indictments. That has been
the revoluotionary traditlen from
time Immemorial. And yet from
the words of 'Humanite tself we
have fo draw the conclusion that
Belsy was oot exposed as g provo-
cateur, but only suspected of belng
one {by whom? for what? when?),
and that besldes he himaelf angrily
objected to these charges. And on
top of this we are glso told that
“Belse declded to come to Parls
where he did not conceal his mor-
dergus intentlons”™ At this point
we become entirely perplexed. Had
Belso really been in the employ of
the Fasclsts, had he “lved ke a
lord,” had he really been oxposed
88 & provocatenrt and arrlved In
Parls In order to perpetrate g Fas-
clat morder how could he have
faited to hide his murderons inten-
tlons? Here the wverslon provided
by I'Humanlte contalne & fresh and

g patent absurdity., The author is
uilile (o present nis own wversion
consistently,

As Clear As the Kiroy Case

As the puenymous article pro-
cecds it becomes more and more en-
tungled. We read that the “prove-
cubear was never g member of the
. P (yet owe had just been told
that pe belonged to a group of ex-
pelled “Trotskylsis™ — L'T.), this
agent of Fasclsm among the [tallsn
cmigres naturally found sympathy
und shelter among the Trotskylst
groups.” . . . And o this manner
we gefl & new version: he was not
& “well known Italiann Trotskyist,”
as was originally stated, who be-
cami @ Fasclat provocateur aftar
his expulsion from the party; sof
he was a Faselst provocateur, never
a member of the party, who “na-
turally” (of course! of courss!)
found sympathy among the Trot-
shyists. And to leave no further
doubt as to the source of the in-
formation nor as to lis purpose the
anonymous author appends to this
the following “it wae almost (1)
In the same way that our comrade
Kirov was murdered.” Almost!
But Eirov was Indeed murdered by
# party member a3 was established
by the officlzl decuments, o oDe
bad placed the blame on Fascist
provocation,

After several more new zigeags,
the article conolodes with an utter-
Iy amazing political moral: “The
French workers made more cautious
and wiser by the leszons of Austria
and Bpaln, will not be led into this
criminal trap”™ A remarkable rev-
elation! The defensive oprislng of
Angtrls and S8pain which even the
social-patriotic and pro-coalition
Congress of the Communist Inter-
nationul was compelled to recognize
as heroic actions on the part of the
proletariat—ithese in the judgment
of I'Humanite were in reality the
prodoct of the activities of Faselst
provocateurs, the wvery same ones
who had killed Kirov in Leningrad
and Montanarl In Parls. ‘This ab-
yamally profound moral of the
Marxlsta from I"'Humanite is obwvi-
oigly especlally Intended for the
workers of Toulon and Brest

The DMary of a Lunatie

The reader will agree with og if
we aay that this article resembles
o page from the dlary of a lunatic,
Omly, there 1z method in this mad-
neEs, and it bas mot yet sald its
lust word. So et us pursue the
further developments of this case
The Italisn Bolshevik-Leninlsts
agalnst whom the anonymous au-
thor had- levelled his anonymous
charges, declared on Aggust 14,
thirough comrade Jean Rows, a lead-
ing member of the French Socinlist
party, that “Eeiso was never a
member of our organization, nor
did we have any sort of relations
with him, and we pever even heard
his pame before.” Isn't that clear
enpugh? On August 15, 'Humanite
which had flung a polltical denvn-
clatlon full of les, finds ftgell com-

pelled o stabe that “We are takiog
under conslderfition the declaration
of the ltalian Trotskyist group”
But I'Humanite would have pe-
mained troe nelther te itsclf nor o
its lord amd master had € zsimply
bit its tongue and kept qulet. No.
Thizs rag immedintely adds that it
has in its possession certain lelbers
of the morderer which clearly in-
dicape that Belso “was imbued with
| the eounter-revolutionary Trotskyist
ideology.” On the heels of afl they
had said previously, this rlogs a
trifte over-strained, “ldeclogy”! We
are well aware what can be done
with this subtle sabstance in the
ehemical Jaboratory of Messers
Dclos and Co.

After several new and this time
catirely - amorphows and elusive in-
sinuations, In which impotence s
mized with malice, 'Humanite con-
cludea, “Naturally, the tie up be-
tween the murderer and the Trot-
skyists (who have just categorical-
Iy demled it—IL.T.) does not exclude
an opnderstanding  between  Helso
and the Fasclst provocation. It all
tiea together.' “Naturally”! Baot
why do these bold cowards now
aay that it does not exclude”? Is
it only & question of something Dot
being excloded? On Augost 12 they
did indesd proclaim that Beiso, this
“well known Trotskyist," had been
expaied a8 g Fasclst provocateur,
whe “lived like & lord,” obviously
on Mussolini’s pold. Now it ape
pears only that the large and niee
eara of I'Humanilie are able to dis-
tingulsh notes of a Trotskylst ideol-
ogy (ldeolegy !y In the letters of
the murderer, which circumstance
“does not exclode” (that s all:
does not exclode) the tie up  be-
tween Belso and the Fasciste. “It
all tles together” . . . with stitches
of white thread.

New (riminals Found

Finally, on August 18, I'Human-
ite pablished & proclamation of the
Central Committes of the Italian
C. P.: Montanari was the vietim of
a "murder which the agents of the
Fasclat reaction had prepared for
thelr coonter-revolutionary mission
in the ¢ireles of the Trotskyizt and
Bordiginlzt emigre groups™ No
more, no less! This information is
all the more interesting becaunse in
it the Bordigulsts appear on the
seene for the filest time, a groop
which ia peither deologically nor
organtzationally connccted with the
so-called "Trotakyistz,"” but whio—
and we have not the slighteat doubt
abhont it=—had as lttle to do with
the murder as the Rolshevik-Tenin-
1sts, ‘The Bordigoists are dragged
in 0 @8 only to widen the radius
of the calomny ! the Ifallan Stalin-
iz have to reap g little additlonal
profit on their own aeeount. But
what is most remarkable abont the
comminication of the Italian CP.
iz that It does not at all mention
in any way Belso's connectlon with
the Fasclste. No, (he matter Is
much more involved, or, If you will,
mdeh simpler: the Trotskyista and
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N.Y. District School to Open Okct. 21

The week of October 2at will
mark the opeting of the Fall 1935
semeater of the Tnbernational Work-
brs Bebool in New York City, The
schedule for regular courses fs:

Monday, 7-8:30 PM.: ORGANIE-
ATION PRINCIPLES, STRIC-
TURE AND METHODS OF PARTY
VWORK., Martin Abern, instructor,

Monday, 8:40-10:10 P.M.: FUN-.

DAMENTAL ELEMENTS oF
MARXISM. Ben Borkeson, instrue-
Lo,

An elementary course which will
trace the basic economic and polit-
feal features of capltalist soclety,
the development of the modern
class struggle, the mneed for the
revolutionary overthrow of capltal-
Iz, the dictatorship of the work-
ing ¢lags gnd the role of the revo-
latiooary party.

Wedneaday, 7-8:30 PM.: PRO-
GRAMMATIC FOUNDATIONS OF
THE WORKERSE PARTY. J. 4.
Wright, instructor,

An advanced esourse which will
analyze the contradietions of the
imperialist epoch, the rise and de-
genetation of the Second and Third
Internationals;, the struggle against
Fasclam and war, the working
clapg struggle for power and the
nesd for a Foorth Tnbernationsl,

Tharaday, 7-85:30 P.M.: THEOR-
ETICAL: SYSTEM OF EARL
MARX, HRubln Grote, Instruoctor.

An advanced course which will
treat the philosophical and general
thearetieal basis of the modern
revolutionary labor movement as
established by ita founders, Earl
Marz and Frederiok Engels.

Friday, 8:40-10:10 P.M.;: STATE
AND REVOLUTION, Jack Weber,
Instructor.

Wil explain the oTigin and devel-
opment ¢f the state from the earll-
est tlmes to present day capitallsm.
A detalled disenssion of the capl.
tallst state machimery, the attitude
of the working class towards the
caltallst state and the role of the
workers' state.

In addition to these regular
courses, there will be a lecture

course condected by A. J, Muste on
“Trends In Amerlea" every Wed-
nesday evening at $:40 beginning
Detokeer ER:

I. THE ATLANTIC CITY CON-
VENTION OF THE AMERICAN
FEDERATION OF [LABOH. An
evaluation of the past year of the
N Foof L.

II, THE ATLANTIC CITY CON-
VENTION OF THE AMERICAN
FRDERATION OF LABOR. A fore-
cagt of the coming year of the Fed-
eration.

III, THRADE UNIONISM IN THERE
THREE BARID INDUSTRIES., A
revlew of the past attempts to or-
ganlze the steel, automobile and
rubber industries and g forecast of
Lhe coming period.

IV. THE NEEDLE TRADES UN-
IONS AND THEIR ROLE IN THE
AMERICAN TRADE TUNION
MOVEMENT.

¥, THE CAPITALIST POLITI-
CAL PARTIES.

VI, THIRD PARTY MOVE-
MENTS,

YII. THE BS0CIALIST PARTY
IN THE UNITED STATES.

YIII. THE COMMUNKIAT PARTY.
Alag to treat the Lovestone, Wels-
bord and Fleld Groops.

Reglstration fees are one dollar
per course, fifty conts payable ai
time of For Infar-
mation write to: InterDationsl

Workers Sehool, 55 East 11th St.;

third floor, N. X. .

Minneaolis Iron Workers

(Continued from Page 1)

nine factories In Minneapoiis.
While the setilement leaves a
good deal to be desived it provides
a flrm basis for further consollids.
tion of the unlon, and for future
gnins on the basls of g strong and
militant organization, The present
strike committea continues in offfce
until a solld shop commitiee organ-
lzatlon an be sét np In every fac.
tory, Considering the overwhelming
forees moblllzed asgainst them the
strikers have won & notable victory.

NEW MILITANT

the DBordighists are “In general”
the agents of Fasclst reactlon and
Beize preuired himeelf for pis mls-
glon in these “eireles,” Lo, within
both these eircles which are fight-
ing one gnother. Now, at losi, we
can grasp the meaning of the words,
“It was almost in the same way
that our comrade Kirov was mur-
dersd.”  That 12 to say: it was al-
mast in the some way that scores
of peaple wete indicted in the Kiroy
assazsinatlon whoe were in Do way
implticated In the murder.

Out of this entire snarl of inter-
][Itkil:g calnmuies gnd indinuaiions
that crumble ito dust, one thing
stands out cach thoe, vamely that
Gulide Beilso ecame inte some sort
of a sharp contllet with the organ-
fzation of the [talinn C, P, or some
of Jis members, 1 ome wers to
leave paide the all-embracing and
therefore in mo way [Huminating
“lileolegy.” then any normal think-
ing individual would ask the ques-
tion: What was it that really drove
Belzo to commit murdery I we
de not proceed from the assomption
thuat he was mentally unbalanced
(there B no evidemee for this as
veth, we can only arrlve at the con-
cloglon that he most have been sub-
Jected to an extraordinary painful
personal experience which he found
insufferable; which fAnally threw
him off balance and drove him to
a senseless pnd criminal act. Buot
who drgre him throogh phiz fnapt.
ferable experiencs?
“Trotakylat” organisation with
whom Beiso had bad woe relation
whatsoever, or the organization in
whosge name 'Homanite speaks?
Thus, and gnly thus dees the ques-
tlon stand, Doesn't there follow
irom this the supposition that the
Itajinm Stalinists accuse Beiso
whom they desplse, of provocation
withouwt gny real evidence, perhaps
withowt amy evidence at all, Le
utilizge those polsonous weapons
whirh serve thése people as polit-
feal arguments for the most part?
Az is evident from 1"Humanite it-
self, Belso had himself protested
most violently against the aocusa-
tlons, and threatened the authors
with , death, No provocateur who
had undertaken the murder of a
revalutionist would act that way:
but an onknown and a hotheaded
emigre could act In this manner,
finding no other means of defense
agalnst the slander campaign. By
these hypotheiieal considerations
{amd it i only 4 guestien of hypo-
thesisy we do not mean to cast the
slighteat shadow on the murdered
Montanarl. It iz entirely possible
that he fell an gecidental victim, or
—if he did particlpate in boonding
the alleged “provocateur™—he did
#0 in good (aith because he trosted
his party and its thoroughly demor-
alized leadership, But Montanarl's
personality does not solve the ques-
tion of Belss’s motives.

Let the Workers Judge!

Scoundrels will say that we ad-
vocite or juatily murder as a meth-
od for solving conflicts within rev-
olutlonary elrcles, But we are not
writing for scoundrels, The Mon-
tanari-Beizo case §s important pre-
cisely bacaose a eonflict on the po-
litigal plane has led to a supremely
senseless act of murder of one em-
igre by another. In this there lles
an ominonsly. serlows warning, and
it Is necessary to grasp its signid-
cance in time!

The matter is now in the hands
of the bourgeols law courts. ‘The
official Investigation Is obvlously
not intended to cast light om the
bloody tragedy from the standpoing
of erevolutlonary morals of the pro-
letariat, The prosecution will prob-
ably try only to compromise the
proletarian emigres and the revo-
lationary organizations in poartico-
lar. But the agents of the Comin-
tern willl alsa try to exploit the
trial for every vile purpose, as they
are obliged to 4o, The doty of
workers” grganizations, withoat
any regard for political banners
licg in one thing: in shedding tha
greatest light possible on this case,
and thereby, insofar as it 18 pos-
sible, to prevent the repetition of
gunplay in revolutionry clrelea,

In dur oploion the labor organiz-
atlons must establish, without any
further delay, an guthoritative and
non-partisan  Committee which
would go over the entire material,
including Beiso’s letters mentioned
in 1'Humanite, to examine all the
witnesses gnd represgntatives of
the parties and gromps who are
concerned oF interested in the case,
g0 that the political, moral and
personal clreumstances in the case
be clearly established, ‘This iz nec-
eiiiry not only in memory of Mon-
tanarl, not only to reveal Belso's
real motives but also to-purge the
atmosphere of all working cluss or-
ganizations of treachery, calumny,
hounding and gun play. Naturally
the lntercsts of the case would be
best served IEf the representatives of
I'Humanite and of the Central Com-
mittes of the Itallan C.P. were to
take part in this Committec. But
wi may safely predict that they
will most certainly refuse: these
politiciane stand only to lose feom
an lmpartisl investigation, and
much more than woiald appear on
the surface. Bot the Investigation
ought not to be wrecked by their
refusal to particlpate. Every hon-
et particlpant in the labor move-
ment 18 deeply interesled In sesing
to it that this abeese 15 opened
which e¢in otherwlse develop into
rangrene, The tragle case of Mon-
tanarl-Belso must be brought before
n labor jury.

August 28, 1985

Was it thel
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NPLD Cooperates to
Defend Cuban W orkers

{Continged irom Fage 1)

wis  arrested during  the March
sivike and murdered by the police.
Ilis body was discovered with thirty
bullets fm It and the reasctionary
press called it a suicide, In the
Guanntacan  juil there gre more
than twenty women impelsoned for
sociul and pelitigal ‘erimes’

loriwre goes on systematically
in all the jails of Coba, Among
thie methods there Ls, for example,
ihe favorite of Caraveo, the Super-
visor of the city of Camaguey. This
petty  officinl is very proud of his
iuvention, which he calls “tortoise-
izhing." ‘The prisoner 8 thrown
into o tank contpiving two toriolses,
and ordered to bring up one  of
them, spesciully the male, or female,
Az soon as bis head shows above
the water he is beaten down again,
and 18 not pualled out antil be is
dead ar near 1L

“In  Oriente, Licotenant Pino
ltkes to start off Ly shaving the
prisoners’ besdsz, and then tareing
their backs, After (his “prepara-
tlen™ a large guantity of palma-
cristi ofl iz poured down thelr
throats. The Machadista partles,
and the bourgeols press, support
the officia]l polley of brutal repres
slon with silence.

Misireaiment of Prisoners

“In the Isle of Floes the prizon-
ers, both in the jalls and in the
Presidio Nacional, are living under
the most frightful conditions, They
are jammed Into narrow galleys,
lacking the slmplest hygienic con-
veniences, Their rations are messes
made most frequently of decayed
food. Any protest ghout i€, 15 pun-
iahed by hatd labor on the rocks
pile, This happeoed at the Castillo
del Principe g sbort tlme ago to a
large number of political prisoners,
among them several widely knowsn
intellectuals. In the Presidio at the
Isle of Pines the politieal prisoners,
intellectunals included, are obliged
te work in the marble quarrles and
in the stinking mosgulto-ridden La
Yang awamp.

“Aware of the intolerable situn-
tion, a number of trades onions and
labor organizations joined in July
to struggle actively for the fresdom
of the social and political victims
of the Terror, The National Com-
mittes Pro-Amnesty for Socclal and
Political Prisoners was bullt for
that purpose. 1tz object iz, there
fore, concrete enough, 1t does not
fight uwnder the banoer of any one
party of organization; but ks guid-
td by the united effort of the thirty-
one workers' groups that came to-
gether to form it

Ablma of Pro-Amneaty Committes

“This Committes struggles fur-
thermore, to insare the safe return
bt Cuba, of political exiles—agnin
we do not extend pur protection to
Machadoe botchers—and against the
expulslon of foreignera for political

—_— -

or soclnl reasons, This 1s part of
our dolly tnsk, for we belleve that
ench of our three objeclives: For
the freedom of social god geeliticul
pelsoners : for the return of the ex-
iles: apgainst the expulsion of for-
eigners, are closely connected paris
of the smne uArgent gquestion of
workers' defense,

“This iz, broadly, the present ait-
uation. Nevertheless on the margin
of it gn apparent change of meth-
ods bas occurred. The Government,
preparing for the electlons, has
chonged it tone, Attempling to
croate an apparent “legal™ basis Lo
goarantee its electoral aims, it has
proclaimed a Constltution and “re-
egtublished’ civil rights, which of
course, has been no obstacle to the
nrbiteary arrest of three of our
comriades, members of this Commit-
tee, carrled out during & lecture—
given with a permit of the Secretar-
iat of the Interior—in the Barrio of
Luyanoe, The government has fur-
thermore  talked of fortheoming
amnesty for the political prisomers,
Theses maneuvera alwanys grouse
certain democratie [llusions among
apte of oor people. It is noi our
abject te apalyvze here the petspie-
tives and the iFue positlon of the
EoVernment, NoF cat we in obe word
deseribe it nims with regard to
the gmning elections, We have an-
swered its talk with the organiza-
tion of the Committes Pro-Amnesty.
We have stated that the problem
can be solved only through che im-
mediate and COMPLETE amnesty
of all social and political prisoners,
excepting the Machadistaz, But
pevertheless there are some things
we want to emphizize

Demand Complete Amnesty

“The Mendieta government Is
preparing to extend a certaln kind
of amnesty to aome of the prisoners,
but it will leave out those who fall
under the so-called “Gangsterizm
Law.” This 15 so defined as to keep
under arrest, hundreds of revolo-
tionary militants and labor leaders.
The governmental formula we shall
appose with all our might, for our
object iz decizively: Not an inch
less than complebs amnesty.

“Engaged in this tremendouns
tagk, we can only repeat the wonds
that began this letter-report. We
hope from yon your best efforts to
wards popularizing these matters
among all the politieal and trades
unlon organizations of your eoun-
try, 03 well p8 5 campaign to bring
out responsibllitics and realities by
erusuding with letters, telegrame,
amd all other possible methods, Our
agitational work In this sense s
heing cacried ont onm o larger and
Inrger &cale. We assume you will
fake purt In this movement, with
all your powers.

Oor best srectings,
The Natlonal Commmittee

General Secrctariat”

—rr——
——

MARCH OF EVENTS }

By JACE WEBER

THE VOTING IN MEMEL . . .

Hitler is taking full advantage
of the Italian Imperialist threat
against FEthiopla as well as the
“maral” weapon made to order for
ribid nationalism by the actions
of the Bithuanian government. Tt
iz not hard to andefstand that the
Lithuanian boanrgeoisie, selzing Me-
mel by foree in a desperate effort
to break through (he strangling
grip on economy of its ewn national
brundaries, would hardly scruple
to malntaln that conguest by sup-
preasion of the Germans opposed Lo
the seizure, Bince the balloting for
the Memel Met to take place on
Sept, 20th will be interpreted, pae-
ticularly by Hitler, ns a form of
pletrizcite, the Lithuanian rtoling
clasa tried to prevent a “German'
victory, or at least fo minimize i,
by means of a new electoral law
pasped Aungnst 2Tth. The purposa
of the law wuas to disenfranchise
the pro-German majority which pre-
vented “cooperation” between the
Memel Diet and the government
officials appointed by  Lithaanis.
The Nazis have encouraged Germana
to become Lithoanian cltlzens in
aorder to wote MNagl, with the ex-
press promise that they would re-
cover thelr German natlonality with-
out diffienlty once Memel bad been
recaptured by Hitler. Hence the
new law deniea the right to wote to
those naturalized Lithuanian oitd-
wend who hold a promise from a
forelgn natlon that thelr original
citizenship may be reassumed at a
later time. The vote is also dended
to membera of organizations which
have been cobdémned for working
agalnst Lithuwanlan independence or
which call for the allenation of a
part of the Lithoanian state. All
af which 15 guite obvlonsly almed
at the “treasonable” Nazl elements.

THHEEAT OF WARE . ..

Hitler, with that twisted =sense
of justice typlcal of reactionary
capitalist defenders, at the same
time that he disenfranchises the
Jews violates the conditlons lafd
down by the League of Natlons for
the Sparland, ralses o great ouwtery
agalnst the Lithoanian oppressors.
T 2 Mazia have massed troops at
the Lithoanian border to take ad-
vantage of any eventuality, Shoald
a world war break oot Immediately,
the German Army will have an in-
itinl ohjective in  the taking of
Memel, Even without the opthreak
of war elsewhers, the threat of war
exiats in this siroggle over national
bonndaries. For the workers the
struggle over mational boundaries,
even where o small state like Lich-
nanip iz invelved, can be viewed
only as part of the gemeral clash
of different imperialists. Each rol-
ing clags is trying to extend its
sphere of exploitation of the work.
ing class. The soltion for the
proletariat lies not in defending the
national boundaries of the capital-
ist state, which can only mean
suppott of the natlonal bourgeolste,
but the revolutionary overthrow of
the notlonal boorgeolisie, Gorman
or Lithuanian, by the workers and
the getting up of a proletarian state.
Extenslon of the rule of the work-
era would mean the wipiog out of
national boundarles, themselves
ome of the symbols of elags role.
The problem of the Memel workers
will not be solved by alding Hitlar
to repain Memel for Germany bof
can only be solved by the proletar-
ian revelution striving te briog
about the Boviet Unlted States of
Europe,
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M. Z, NEW YORE—

Question: Does not mne recent
gtatement by the Soviet government
that the Roosevelt-Litvinov pact did
not refer to the Comintern refute
the contentions of the “Trotskyisgs”
that Litvinov had signed away the
rights of the . L in the Hoviet
Union In return for recognition of
thut country by the Tinited States?

Answer: The faet of the muatter
1z that the Soviet government did
not break the pledge given by Tit-
vinoy to Roozevelt. It is troe that
a “congress” was Leld in Moscow
which was attended by leaders of
the Amerlean €. F., bat there was
no meeting in that city of individ-
uale, or groups of individuals, who
had as their alm the overthrow of,
oF the preparation for the over:
throw of, American capitolism.

The Seventh Congress of the C.I
eame out for defendiny the “dem-
oeratie remnants”™ of capitallsm and
for harnesging the workers to the
imperialist alms of the capitalists
of those countries which are the
temporary ally of the Boviet Unlon.
Btripped of its protective coloriog
therefore, the Sceventh Congress, o
the final analysis, came out, not to
gverthrow capitalism, but for per-
petnating capitalist slavery outside
the Hoviet Union.

The Stallnists, however, require
a formnla for their deeds; and be-
cause the Soviet Unlon ia p Work-
ers’ State, it i3 necessary that the
tormuly for & crass betreyal of the
workers he g C.1. congress which
has the form, if not the substance,
of the Comintern of Lenin. 'When
Litvinov slgned the Roosevelt pact,
he was quite ready, as the wording
of the agreement shows, to glve up
this formuls. At that time, how-
ever, he expectsd economic conces-
gons, partiedlarly credifs, in retorn.

The credits did not materislize.
For reasons of imperialist and per-
gonal pollcy, however, HRoosevell-
Hull still wanted the Stalinlsts to
gorrender the formula. Having re-
celved nothing In return, the Stal-
Inists refused.

L. .N, NEW BEDFORD—
Question: What s meant by the

spntngonism  between  city and
countey"™?
Answer: Tn general this term

implies the antagonisms arising out
of the techmical, and flowing from
this, the colturnl backwardness of
the rural gs compared to the urban
reglons.

The hasla for any well developed
gocinl divislon of labor is the divi-
algn hetween the eity and the coun-
try; the latter producing and ex-
changing raw materials, food, ekc.
In return for the manufactured pro-
ducts of the eity. Bconomicrily,
therefore, the antagoni=m s that
between buyers nnd sellers and s
reflected in the prices of commodi-
Lies.

The technieal development of ag-
pieulture is subject to natural ob-
gtacles which are not present in
the factory. If the econemic incen-
tive had existed for the raling
clpsses, however, there would have
been a tendency to overcome this
bandicap, Under capitallam, the
tendency on the part of industry to
cutstrip agelenlture in its develop-
ment iz acecntuated by the neces-
gity of paying ground rent to the
Inndowner., A capltalist  farmer,
who rents land, swill refrain from
putting any sort of permanent im-
provements into it becanse eventu-
ally the extrea profits thus made
will go to the londlord who ralses
the rent as soon a8 the “earning
power” of his land has been in-
crensed.  Where agrlenltere ls car-
ried on under modes of production
which are less advanced lhistorical-
Iy tham eapitallam, eg., forms of
chattel alavery or serfdom, It s
gelf-evident why its technical devel
opment is outsteipped by capltallst
imdustry, even in the Jatter’'s In-
fancy, In the fiual analysis, there-
fore, the relative techinical back-
wardness of agriculture s due (o
goclal and nol (o natural causes.
In class soclety the more ad-
vanced exploits the backward. Un-
der capltalism the advanced clty
exploits the country, This s ae-
complished through the disparlty of
prices resulting from the tendency
towards an gverage rate of profit
tor all capitals: the products of the
technleally advanced  indwstries
selling above, those of the backward
industries selling below, thelr wal-
wes, Monopoly further locreases
Lthis price disparity.

The gntagonimm could be removed
only by raising the technical and
correspondingly the cultural level
of the countryside. Under capltal-
lsm this could have been partly ac-
complished through the nationalizs-
tlon of the land (theoretleally pos-
glble under eapitallsm) =so that
ground rent, and with it the ob-
gtacle to the technical advancement
of agrlculture, wounld have besn re-
moved. Suoch nationallzation would
thus have been a progfessive step.

Capitallsm, however, has proceed-
ed too far inte its decay stage to
be capable of such a step, aod it
remalns the task of the proletariam
revolution to complete thls onin-
Ished work, of the bourgecls Tevo-

lutfon.



