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develop the conception and practice of political strikes, to

make it realize that its action should C{:‘:ﬂtfﬂ in the large
plants, that when it wants to act, its action shctu}d deve}&p
out of the mill, mine and factory. Our pﬂht.ical action
should become part and parcel of this mass action, should
promote the aggressive industrial struggle. To broaden
o strike into a demonstration, to develop, out of these, revuﬁu—
tionary mass action against Capitatlis_m and the. state — t1 1at
is the policy of revolutionary Socialism, that 1s the policy
which will transform the coming period of Strl!{es definitely
into a period of revolutionary action, preparing the mass

action of the Revolution.

The proletariat must be made to _realize tha‘f the -ftltlllty
of industrial action lies not in its being industrial action, as
such, but in that it is incomplete, does not broaden and deepen
itself into class action, is not sufficiently gEt}eral and‘ aggres-
sive. The proletariat must be made to realfz? that its great
strength lies in its control of industry; and 1t 1s flecessaliy tr;
develop the consciousness and forms of workers .mnt;o ::;
industry. The proletariat must be {Ilade to rea}lze that 1its
characteristic tactics consist of industrial mass action develol?-
ing into revolutionary mass-action, and that throPgh this
class struggle of the industrial masses alone can the Socialist pro-
letariat conquer,

And Socialism must be made to realize tlr}at the j.ralu_e oj
parliamentary action lies not in “constructive legislatic}r_l
and bureaucratic, petty buurgeﬂi_s refﬂrm‘ measFres, t::ut n;
revolutionary criticism, in developing the industrial action 0

the masses, in awakening their revnluti::mary consciousness ;
and that when the class struggle turns into a te§t of powe_r,
‘¢t is the revolutionary mass action of the pro}e‘farlat _that. will
conquer, parliaments and parliamen.tary activity wﬁ_l dlsgp;
pear: politics may assist in developing the Re.volutmn, u
can never become the mstrument of 1}&?0111t10ﬂ, uncea_smg'
practice of Socialism must be revolutionary mass action;
the unceasing object of Socialism must be the r?vnlutmnary con-
quest of power, the dictatorship of the proletariat.
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An important problem is the movement developing among
the unions of the American Federation of Labor to organize
a Labor Party; in some cities this has been done, in others
the proposal has been approved.

This may, in a measure, be a reflex of similar action among
the Canadian unions. It is, in still larger measure, an ex-
pression of the new currents that the war and events in Eu-
rope are developing in the world’s working class — expressed
in immature and conservative form. It is, accordingly, a
move that, while it should not meet enthusiastic and uncriti-
cal acceptance, merits the serious study of the Socialist who
does not flee from reality by means of phrases, nor accepts
every “reality” as real, but who studies the social alignment,

its development and peculiar forms, as the basis for appropri-
ate Socialist tactics,

The organization of an American Labor Party may
prove a step forward for the A. F. of L., but not necessarily
a step forward for the American proletariat. The A. F, of L.,
which has insisted all along upon “no politics in the unions”
while dickering and compromising with Republican and
Democratic politicians, may develop a cleaner sense_of inde-

pendence by means of independent politics, in spite of the

petty bourgeois forms these politics will necessarily assume.,
It may, moreover, by showing the futility of A. F. of L.

politics, impress upon the proletariat the necessity of revo-
lutionary Socialist action.

The New York Call wails that there is no necessity for a
Labor Party, since the Socialist Party has been in the field
for twenty years. This is either an admission that the So-
cialist Party in practice is no more than a Labor Party, or a
characteristic Menshevik refusal to admit the fundamental

differences between a Labor Party and a Socialist Party, In
either case, it is counter-Socialism,

What is a Labor Party? The Labor Party, in England
and Australia, has been, from the standpoint of revolution-
ary Socialism, hopelessly reactionary, consistently un-prole-




