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magic, complete in every detail, as Minerva sprang from Jupi-
ter’s head.

While the old bourgeoisie democratic constitutions, for in-
stance, proclaimed formal equality and the right of free as-
semblage, the constitution of the Soviet Republic repudiates
the hypocrisy of a formal equality of all human beings. When
the bourgeoisie republicans overturned feudal thrones, they
did not recognize the rules of formal equality of monarchists.
Since we here are concerned with the task of overthrowing
the bourgeoisie, only fools or traitors will insist on the formal
equality of the bourgeoisie. The right of free assemblage is
not worth an iota to the workman and to the peasant when all
better meeting places are in the hands of the bourgeoisie. OQur
Soviets have taken over all usable buildings in the cities and
towns out of the hands of the rich and have placed them at the
disposal of the workmen and peasants for meeting and organi-
zation purposes. That is how our right of assemblage looks—
for the workers. That is the meaning and content of our Soviet,
of our socialist constitution.

~ And for this reason we are all irmly convinced that the Sov-
iet Republic, whatever misfortune may still lie in store for it,
is unconquerable.

It is unconquerable because every blow that comes from the
powers of madly raging imperialism, every new attack by the
international bourgeoisie will bring new, and hitherto unaf-
fected strata of workingmen and peasants into the fight, will
educate them at the cost of the greatest sacrifice, making them
hard as steel, awakening a new heroism in the masses.

We know that it may take a long time before help can come
- from you, comrades, American Workingmen, for the develop-
ment of the revolution in the different countries proceeds
along various paths, with varying rapidity (how could it be
otherwise!) We know fullwell that the outbreak of the Europ-
ean proletarian revolution may take many weeks to come,
quickly as it is ripening in these days. We are counting on the

-
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inevitability of the international revolution. But that does not
mean that we count upon its coming at some definite, nearby
date. We have experienced two great revolutions in our own
country, that of 1905 and that of 1917, and we know that revo-
lutions cannot come neither at a word of command nor accord-
ing to prearranged plans. We know that circumstances alone
have pushed us, the proletariat of Russia, forward, that we
have reached this new stage in the social life of the world not
because of our superiority but because of the peculiarly reac-
tionary character of Russia. But until the outbreak of the in-
ternational revolution, revolutions in individual countries may
still meet with a number of serious setbacks and overthrows.

And yet we are certain that we are invincible, for if humanity
will not emerge from this imperialistic massacre broken in
spirit, it will triumph. Ours was the first country to break the
chains of imperialistic warfare. We broke them with the great-
est sacrifice, but they are broken. We stand outside of imper-
1alistic duties and considerations, we have raised the banner

of the fight for the complete overthrow of lmpenallsm for the
world.

We are in a beleaguered fortress, so long as no other interna-
tional socialist revolution comes to our assistance with its ar-
mies. But these armies exist, they are stronger than ours, they
grow, they strive, they become more invincible the longer im-
perialism with its brutalities continues. Workingmen the world
over are breaking with their betrayers, with their Gompers
and their Scheidemanns. Inevitably labor is approaching
communistic Bolshevistic tactics, is preparing for the prole-

tarian revolution that alone is capable of preserving culture
and humanity from destruction.

We are invincible, for invincible is the Proletarian Revolii-
tion.




