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because they seem so simple and unpretentious, because they
take place in the everyday life of the factory districts or in se-
cluded villages, because they are the deeds of people who are
not in the habit of proclaiming their every success to the
world, who have no opportunity to do so.

~ But even if the contrary were true,—I know, of course, that
this is not so—but even if we had committed 10,000 mistakes
to every 100 wise and righteous deeds, yes, even then our re-
volution would be great and invincible. And it will go down

in the history of the world as unconquerable. For the first

time in the history of the world not the minority, not alone the
rich and the educated, but the real masses, the huge majority
of the working-class itself, are building up a new world, are
deciding the most difficult questions of social organization
from out of their own experience.

Every mistake that is made in this work, in this honestly
conscientious cooperation of ten million plain workingmen
and peasants in the re-creation of their entire lives—every
such mistake is worth thousands and millions of “faultless”
successes of the exploiting minority, in outwitting and taking
advantage of the laboring masses. For only through these
mistakes can the workers and peasants learn to organize their
new existence, to get along without the capitalist class. Only
thus will they be able to blaze their way, through thousands
of hindrances to victorious socialism. .

Mistakes are being made by our peasants who, at one stroke,
in the night from October 25 to October 26, (Russian Calen-
dar) 191%, did away with all private ownership-of land, and
are now struggling, from month to month, under the greatest
difficulties, to correct their own mistakes, trying to solve in
practice the most difficult problems of organizing a new so-
cial state, fighting against profiteers to secure the possession
of the land for the worker instead of for the speculator, to car-
ry on agricultural production under a system of communist
farming on a large scale.

Mistakes are being made by our workmen in their revolu-
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tionary activity, who, in a few short months, have placed prac-
tically all of the larger factories and workers under state
ownership, and are now learning, from day to day, under the
greatest difficulties, to conduct the management of entire in-
dustries, to reorganize industries already organized, to over-
come the deadly resistance of laziness and middle-class reac-
tion and egotism. Stone upon stone they are building the
fouridation for a new social community, the self-discipline of
labor, the new rule of the labor organizations of the working-
class over their members.

Mistakes are being made in their revolutionary activity by
the Soviets which were first created in 1905 by the gigantic
upheairal of the masses. The Workmen’s and Peasant’s Soviets
are a new type of state, a new highest form of Democracy,
a particular form of the dictatorship of the proletariat, a mode
of conducting the business of the state without the bourgeoisie
and against the bourgeoisie. For the first time democracy is
placed at the service of the masses, of the workers, and ceases
to be a democracy for the rich, as it is, in the last analysis, in
all capitalist, yes, in all democratic republics. For the first
time the masses of the people, in a nation of hundreds of
millions, are fulfilling the task of realizing the dictatorship of
the proletariat and the semi-proletariat, without which social-
ism 1s not to be thought of.-

Let incurable pedants, crammed full of bourgeois democrat-
ic and parliamentary prejudices, shake their heads gravely
over our Soviets, let them deplore the fact that we have no
direct elections. These people have forgotten nothing, have
learned nothing in the great upheaval of 1914-1918. The com-
bination of the dictatorship of the proletariat with the new
democracy of the proletariat, of civil war with the widest ap-
plication of the masses to political problems, such a combina-
tion cannot be achieved in a day, cannot be forced into the
battered forms of formal parliamentary democratism. In the
Soviet Republic there arises before us a new world, the world
of Socialism. Such a world cannot be materialized as if by




