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528 THE CLASS STRUGGLE

that he knows only one war that is sanctified and justified from
the standpoint of the proletariat: the war against the capital-
ist class, the war for the liberation of mankind from wage
slavery. I am not surprised that this fearless man was thrown
into prison by the American bourgeoisie. Let them brutalize
true internationalists, the real representatives of the revolu-
tionary proletariat. The greater the bitterness and brutality

they sow, the nearer is the day of the victorious proletarian
revolution.

We are accused of having brought devastation upon Russia.
Who is it that makes these accusations? The train-bearers of
the bourgeoisie, of that same bourgeoisie that almost com-
pletely destroyed the culture of Europe, that has dragged the
whole continent back to barbarism, that has brought hunger
and destruction to the world. This bourgeoisie now demands
that we find a different basis for our Revolution than that of
destruction, that we shall not build it up upon the ruins of war,
with human beings degraded and brutalized by years of war-
fare. O, how human, how just is this bourgeoisie!

Its servants charge us with the use of terroristic methods.—
Have the English forgotten their 1649, the French their
17937 ‘l'error was just and justified when it was employed by
the bourgeoisie for its own purposes against feudal domina-
tion. But terror becomes criminal when workingmen and
poverty stricken peasants dare to use it against the bour-
geoisie. Terror was just and justified when it was used to put
one exploiting minority in the place of another. But terror
becomes horrible and criminal when it is used to abolish all ex-
ploiting minorities, when it is employed in the cause of the ac-
tual majority, in the cause of the proletariat and the semi-pro-
letariat, of the working-class and the poor peasantry.

The bourgeoisie of international imperalism has succeeded
in slaughtering 10 millions, in crippling 20 millions in its war.
Should our war, the war of the oppressed and the exploited,
against oppressors and exploiters cost a half or a whole million
victims in all countries, the bourgeoisie would still maintain
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that the victims of the world war died a righteous death, that
those of the civil war were sacrificed for a criminal cause.

But the proletariat, even now, in the midst of the horrors of
war, is learning the great truth that all revolutions teach, the
truth that has been handed down to us by our best teachers,
the founders of modern Socialism. From them we have
learned that a successful revolution is inconceivable unless it
breaks the resistance of the exploiting class. When the work-
ers and the laboring peasants took hold of the powers of state,
it became our duty to quell the resistance of the exploiting
class. We are proud that we have done it, that we are doing
it. We only regret that we did not do it, at the beginning,
with sufficient firmness and decision.

We realize that the mad resistance of the bourgeoisie against
the socialist revolution in all countries is unavoidable. We
know too, that with the development of this revolution, this
resistance will grow. But the proletariat will break down
this resistance and in the course of its struggle against the
bourgeoisie the proletariat will finally become ripe for victory
and power.

Let the corrupt bourgeois press trumpet every mistake that
is made by our Revolution out into the world. We are not
afraid of our mistakes. The beginning of the revolution has not
sanctified humanity. It is not to be expected that the working
classes who have been exploited and forcibly held down by
the clutches of want, of ignorance and degradation for cen-
turies should conduct its revolution without mistakes. The dead
body of bourgeois society cannot simply be put into a coffin
and buried. It rots in our midst, poisons the air we breathe,
pollutes our lives, clings to the new, the fresh, the living with
a thousand threads and tendrils of old customs, of death and

decay.

But for every hundred of our mistakes that are heralded in-
to the world by the bourgeoisie and its sycophants, there are
ten thousand great deeds of heroism, greater and more heroic




