24 THE CLASS STRUGGLE

1an international. - Side by side the two historic necessities
exist, in constant conflict with each other. And ours is the
necessity of Socialism. Our necessity receives its justification
with the moment when the capitalist class ceases to be the
bearer of historic progress, when it becomes a hindrance, a
danger, to the future development of society. That capitalism
has reached this stage the present world war has revealed.

Capitalist desire for imperialistic expansion, as the expression
of its highest maturity in the last period of its life, has the eco-
nomic tendency to change the whole world into capitalistically
producing nations, to sweep away all superannuated, precapi-
talistic methods of production and of society, to subjugate all the
riches of the earth and all means of production to capital, to
turn the laboring masses of the peoples of all zones into wage
slaves. In Africa and in Asia, from the most northern regions
to the southernmost point of South America and in the South
Seas, the remnants of old communistic social groups, of feudal
society, of patriarchal systems, and of ancient handicraft produc-
tion are destroyed and stamped out by capitalism. Whole peo-

ples are destroyed, ancient civilizations areleveled to the ground,

and in their place profiteering in its most modern forms is be-
ing established. This brutal triumphal procession of capitalism
through the world, accompanied by all the means of force, of
robbery, and of infamy, has one bright phase: It has created
the premises for its own final overthrow, it has established the
capitalist world rule upon which, alone, the Socialist world revo-
lution can follow. This is the only cultural and progressive
aspect of the great so-called works of culture that were brought
to. the primitive countries. To capitalist economists and politi-
cians railroads, matches, sewerage systems and warehouses are
progress and culture. Of themselves such works, grafted upon
primitive conditions, are neither culture nor progress, for they
are too dearly paid for with the sudden economic and cultural
ruin of the peoples who must drink down the bitter cup of mis-
ery and horror of two social orders, of traditional agricultural
landlordism, of supermodern, superrefined capitalist exploitation
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at one and the same time. Only as the material conditions for
the destruction of capitalism and the abolition of class society
can the works of the capitalist triumphal march through the
world bear the stamp of progress in a historical sense. In this
sense imperialism, too, is working in our interest,

The present world war is a turning point in the course of im-
perialism. For the first time the destructive beasts that have
been loosed by capitalist Europe over all other parts of the world
have sprung, with one awful leap, into the midst of the Euro-
pean nations. A cry of horror went up through the world

when Belgium, that priceless small jewel of European culture,
when the venerable monuments of art in northern France, fell

into fragments before the onslaughts of a blind and destructive
force. The “civilized world” that had stood calmly by when

this same imperialism doomed tens of thousands of heroes to
destruction, when the desert of Kalahari shuddered with the in-
sane cry of the thirsty and the rattling breath of the dying, when
in Putumayo, within ten years, forty thousand human beings were
tortured to death by a band of European industrial robber-
barons, and the remnants of a whole people were beaten into
cripples, when in China an ancient civilization was delivered into
the hands of destruction and anarchy, under fire and murder, by
the European soldiery, when Persia gasped in the noose of the
foreign rule of force that closed inexorably about its throat, when
in Tripoli the Arabs were bowed down, under fire and sword,
under the yoke of capital, while their civilization and their homes
were razed to the ground—this civilized world has just begun to
know that the fangs of the imperialist beast are deadly, that its
breath is frightfulness, that its tearing claws have sunk deep into
the breasts of its own mother, European culture. And this be-
lated recognition is coming into the world of Europe in the dis-
torted form of bourgeois hypocrisy, that leads each nation to
recognize infamy only when it appears in the uniform of the
other. They speak of German barbarism, as if every people
that goes out for organized murder did not change into a horde
of barbarians! They speak of Cossack horrors, as if war itself




