2 THE CLASS STRUGGLE

war as such, whatever its military outcome may be, is the great-
est conceivable defeat of the cause of the European proletariat.
The overthrow of war, and the speedy forcing of peace, by the
international revolutionary action of the proletariat, alone can
bring to it the only possible victory. And this victory, alone, can
truly rescue Belgium, can bring democracy to LEurope.

For the class-conscious proletariat to identify its cause with
either military camp is an untenable position. Does that mean
that the proletarian policies of the present day demand a return
to the “status quo,” that we have no plan of action beyond the
fond hope that everything remain as it was before the war?
The existing conditions have never been our ideal, they have
never been the expression of the self-determination of the people.
And more, the former conditions cannot be reinstated, even if
the old national boundaries should remain unchanged. For even
before its formal ending this war has brought about enormous
changes, in mutual recognition of one another’s strength, in alli-
ances, and in conflict. It has sharply revised the relations of
countries to one another, of classes within society, has destroyed
so many old illusions and portents, has created so many new
forces and new problems, that a return to the old Europe that
existed before August 4, 1914; is as impossible as the return to
pre-revolutionary conditions, even after an unsuccessful revo-
lution. The proletariat knows no going back, can only strive
forward and onward, for a goal that lies beyond even the most
newly created conditions. In this sense, alone, is it possible
for the proletariat to oppose both camps in the imperialistic

world war with its policy.

But this policy cannot concern itself with recipes for capitalist
diplomacy worked out individually by the social-democratic
parties, or even together in international conterences, to deter-
mine how capitalism shall declare peace in order to assure future
peaceful and democratic development. All demands for complete
or gradual disarmament, for the abolition of secret diplomacy,
for the dissolution of the great powers into smaller national en-
tities, and all other similar propositions, are absolutely utopian
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so long as capitalist class rule remains in power. For capitalism,
in its present imperialistic course, to dispense with present-day
militarism, with secret diplomacy, with the centralization of many
national states, is so impossible that these postulates might, much
more consistently, be united into the simple demand “abolition
of capitalist class society.” The proletarian movement cannot
reconquer the place it deserves by means of utopian advice and
projects for weakening, taming, or quelling imperialism within
capitalism by means of partial reforms. The real problem that
the world war has placed before the Socialist parties, upon whose
solution the future of the working class movement depends, is
the readiness of the proletarian masses to act in the fight against
imperialism. The international proletariat suffers;, not from a
dearth of postulates, programs, and slogans, but from a lack of
deeds, of effective resistance, of the power to attack imperialism
at the decisive moment, just in times of war., It has been unable
to put its old slogan, war against war, into actual practice. Here
is the Gordian knot of the proletarian movement and of its
future.

Imperialism, with all its brutal policy of force, with the inces-
sant chain of social catastrophe that it itself provokes, 1s, to be
sure, a historic necessity for the ruling classes of the present
world. Yet nothing could be more detrimental than that the prol-

etariat should derive, from the present war, the slightest hope

or illusion of the possibility of an idyllic and peaceful develop-
ment of capitalism. There is but one conclusion that the prole-
tariat can draw from the historic necessity of imperialism. To
capitulate before imperialism will mean to live forever in 1its
shadow, off the crumbs that fall from the table of its victories.

Historic development move in contradictions, and for every
necessity puts its opposite into the world as well. The capital-
ist state of society is doubtless a historic necessity, but so alsn
is the revolt of the working class against it. Capital 1s a his-
toric necessity, but in the same measure is its grave digger,
the Socialist proletariat. The world rule of imperialism is a
historic necessity, but likewise its overthrow by the proletar-




