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Majority Resolution on War and Militarism

Adopted by Referendum Vote with overwhelming Majority against
Minority Reso'ution A

The Socialist Party of the United States in the present grave Crisis,
solemnly reaffirms its allegiance to the principle of internationalism and
working class solidarity the world over, and proclaims its unalterable
opposition to the war just declared by the government of the United States.

Modern wars as a rule have been caused by the commercial and financiai
rivalty and intrigues of the capitalist interests in the different countries.
Whether they have been frankly waged as wars of aggression or have been
hypocritically represented as wars of “defense,” they have always been
made by the classes and fought by the masses. Wars bring wealth and
power to the ruling classes, and suffering, death and demoralization to
the workers.

They breed a sinister spirit of passion, unreason, race hatred and false
patriotism. They obscure the struggles of the workers for life, liberty and
social justice. They tend to sever the vital bonds of solidarity between
them and their brothers in other countries, to destroy their organizations
and to curtail their civic and political rights and liberties.

The Socialist Party of the United States is unalterably opposed to the
system of exploitation and class rule which 1s upheld and strengthened
by military power and sham national patriotism. ‘We, therefore, call
upon the workers of all countries to refuse support to their governments
in their wars. The wars of the contending national groups of capitalists
are not the concern of the workers. The only struggle which would jus-
tify the workers in taking up arms is the great struggle of the working
class of the world to free itself from economic exploitation and political
oppression, and we particularly warn the workers agawnst the snare and
delusion of defenmsive warfare. As against the false doctrine of national
patriotism we uphold the ideal of international working class solidarity.
In support of capitalism, we will not willingly give a single life or a
single dollar; in support of the struggle of the workers for freedom we
pledge our all.

The mad orgy of death and destruction which is now convulsing un-
fortunate Europe was caused by the conflict of capitalist interests in the
European countries.

In each of these countries, the workers were onpressed and exploited.
They produced enormous wealth but the bulk oi it was withheld from
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them by the owners of the industries. The workers were thus deprived
of the means to repurchase the wealth, which they themselves had
created.

The capitalist class of each country was forced to look for foreign
markets to dispose of the accumulated “surplus” wealth. The huge
profits made by the capitalists could no longer be profitably reinvested in
their own countries, hence, they were driven to look for foreign fields
of investment. The geographical boundaries of each modern capitalist
country thus became too narrow for the industrial and commercial opera-
tions of its capitalist class.

The efforts of the capitalists of all leading nations were therefore
centered upon the domination of the world markets. Imperialism became
the dominant note in the politics of Europe. The acquisition of colonial
possessions and the extension of spheres of commercial and political
mfluence became the object of diplomatic intrigues and the cause of
constant clashes between nations.

The acute competition between the capitalist powers of the earth,
their jealousies and distrusts of one another and the fear of the rising
power of the working class forced each of them to arm to the teeth.
This led to the mad rivalry of armament, which, years before the outbreak
of the present war had turned the leading countries of Europe into
armed camps with standing armies of many millions, drilled and equipped
for war in times of “peace.”

Capitalism, imperialism and militarism had thus laid the foundation of
an inevitable general conflict in Europe. The ghastly war in Europe was
not caused by an accidental event, nor by the policy or institutions of any
single nation. It was the logical outcome of the competitive capitalist
system.

The six million men of all countries and races who have been ruthlessly
slain in the first thirty months of this war, the millions of others who
have been crippled and maimed, the vast treasures of wealth that have
been destroyed, the untold misery and sufferings of Europe, have not
been sacrifices exacted in a struggle for principles. or ideals, but wanton
offerings upon the altar of private profit.

The forces of capitalism which have led to the war in Europe are
even more hideously transparent in the war recently provoked by the
ruling class of this country.

When Belgium was invaded, the Government enjoined upon the peopie
of this country the duty of remaining neutral, thus clearly demonstrating
that the “dictates of humanity,” and the fate of small nations and of
democratic institutions were matters that did not concern it. But when
our enormous war traffic was seriously threatened, our government calls
upon us to rally to the “defense of democracy and civilization.”




