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capitalistic seekers for markets and economic aggrandizement.
The Red Cross executive, doctor, nurse, and helper prefer the
approval and applause of this so-called “upper class.” To give
themselves to the cause of the lowly and of the exploited peor
with the abandon with which they can give themselves to the cause
of war would mean also to court the disapproval of those who
have the wealth and “honors” to bestow. To interest one’s self
securing social justice for the working masses courting the dis-
approval of the very elements in society that make war and
demand militarism. The money-giving public prefers to support
the warfare which appeals most strongly to its dramatic sense and
economic interest. The exploited poor, on the other hand, in the
industrial struggle have nothing to offer but a doubtful gratitude.

Let us not be deceived. There is no neutrality in war. All
who are parties to it are warriors—the Red Cross surgeon, the
nurse, the sewing woman, and the priest, no less than the blood-
lusting soldier—all dupes of the military insanity.

Those who would help humanity must look with disfavor upon
the agencies which promote war, and tend to make it honorable
and glorious. War is the consummate social crime. We must
cease to think in terms of war. It must be considered the impos-
sible and unthinkable thing. It must be regarded as the alterna-
tive for nothing. It must be cast out utterly from the program of

human events.

After the War Ends

By ANTON PANNEKOEK
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While the war is in progress, the highest duty of the socialist
proletariat is the fight for its speedy conclusion. But even when
peace has been declared, his struggle is not finished. For the
effects of the war remain. New problems arise, and must be met.

When the soldiers return to their homes, new misery and new
want, are grinning at them. Awful as have been the sufferings that
war has brought, in one respect the lot of the proletarans 1s still
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worse in times of peace. In war times the workers are needed;
the bourgeoisie needs their enthusiasm, their willingness to sacri-
fice, their good will, the spirit of the army is an important factor
in warfare. Money, therefore, becomes a secondary considera-
tion, subservient to the aims of the war; aid and assistance are
granted with unaccustomed liberality. The working class suffers,

it 1s butchered, but those at home at least maintain a certain live-
lihood.

That ceases with the coming of peace. The workers are not
longer needed as soldiers; they are no longer comrades, defenders
of the fatherland, heroes. Once more they become beasts of
burden, objects of exploitation. Let them look for work, if
they are hungry.

But how about work?

After the war has stopped, the whole industrial economy of the
country must again be readjusted. Conditions, somewhat similar to
the crisis at the beginning of the war will result. At that time
the mobilization, in spite of the vast numbers that were drafted
into military service, was followed by a terrible period of unem-
ployment which lasted several months until industry had adjusted
itself to war conditions, and war orders began to come in. After
the war the situation will be exactly reversed; the country must
pass from war-production to peace production. But this crisis
will be much more severe. In the former case, the old market
with its hundredfold demands upon production was replaced by
the nation, by the army with its uniform requirements. In place
of thousands of competing, haggling customers, there was a
single buyer, and such a buyer! He did not haggle, he was
exceedingly liberal with his money, for he had billions from which
to pay his debts, billions raised by successive issues of war bonds.
Small wonder that everyone soon found employment. But
when the whole business of war ceases, production must once
more be regulated to meet the varied demands of private buyers:;
and this presents the greatest difficulties.

The old markets are gone. New markets must be found, new
connectiuns established. All this takes time. Ths enormous ante-




