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taken in favor of uncmpromisingly
rejecting  defensive wars. A general

.. statement of rebemiless  oppositon

against the Majority « Party does mot
niake a big smpressan afler you have
tricdl hard 1o stay in that party as long
as puossihle, amd have bren thrown ot
against your will. A relentless pm i
e against the government lacks fone
as bong as you do mt explain by what
means this fight ha: 10 be carmed on
Even the Majority [farty mow  votes

: agamst war credw- amd the Coenter

gromp did  absoluiely  mothing to o
warage the arike meovement and e
vebop it imto a meore gencral class acton

The twe mam arguments given for 2
woited party at this moment are as ol
hms: The revsdutemary left Wing
= W= 'h..q.l- i Mmdss Al il A9 L
T [&-,a-h ETcaler  1Mssgs ool weosrkers
thromgh the new party, bevause a great
part even of thosw workers who are in
oppesition 1o the obd methods still look
upon the Center s their spiritual leader
This argument mas a= well be used for
anv affiliatin with even the most roac
tmary groaps of labor, and overbwok+
the fact that under the presemt comli-
tioms of readjustment clarity of purpose
and sharpness of demarcatvn are most
needed

The secomd argument s, that mass
action will develop only ander certain
lstorical conditions. As kg as thes
coanditions do met anise, the radwal |.eir
Wing i« bound to remain a rather small
group, criticising and educating with.
ot a fair chance for action. As soom,
however. as mass actions develop. the
Left Wing will become the natural
leader anyway, no matter what the form
of organization. The form of orgam
saton. therefore, i« comsdered of minos
wnpertance amd we nught as well pom
the “swamp to get a broader hearnng
Thi= argument seems ot very strong
Iwecanse if the orgamezation of our pres;
et forces is mot considered very impsar
tant, we might as well form a clear-cu
revolutionary  groupy  onhampered  1n
the potsonous gas emanating from cvery
“swamp.” Dot the whole reasomng 14
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- COMMODITY  CONSEQUENCES

By AUSTIN LEWIS .

ABOR pewer s a commodity, fn
L peace s we lear me olpecton o
the statement ; vn the comtrary, the am-
ployers and their ecomumists  strongly
vphold it as the cwmer-stone of the sys-
tem. The modern sy stem depends updn
this fact, amd n 1= a fact, all semtimental
vociferation 1o the oomirary notwith-
stamling. The fact that orgamzation-
of labor do md oo uler the provi
spoms of the Shermuan Vel means o
e Than thai lalbsw = soch 3 com
moddity as does md coane under the Act.
.'I‘I'-I i'h My ViClioly oo T 1|'Iq- nuﬁ'rndih'
conception of lalswr power. as many of
ithe labor leaders have clawned. T §s
mercly an admissm that the enforce-
ment of the laa agamst Lilsw qlr.'liiﬂ-
tooma wionilil e practeally im-'lluhq.iue. T
indeed st Iw the caw, m view of the
numibeer s li-rl.-illhﬂ. ithe diftwnlty of
prosccution amd the peditieal effects of
oomvictinma.

At the sittimg of the Industral Coan
nussiom i San Fraocscoo one of s
ilr.nhr‘ Federatwn of labor olbaal-
was very angry becasse it was testilies
that the A. F. of L. ok the comame«diny
view of labor-power, and pomted ou:
with much emphasis that the A F. of |
spokesten had taken quite the other
view in the debate in Longress. Super
ficially, that is true, but n realy o -
vetrue, for the whole argument of the
Federation exponents rests upon a rdi
phows amd obvions fallacy Ihey cun
iemded] ihat lalswr i= et a conwmodsty,
tor lalsr as Il-h- A= il |Iff IIH.'H comt il
ot be a commodity, could not be beought
aned =dd in the market, and as of 0 were
mot the glarnng and atrocwous fact of
mosdern social and industnal arrange
ments that life is just that <t of a com
mewlity,  Labor-power i hie i that it
mseparable from the peram of the hv-
ing laborer, amd just because ot 1
mseparable, with the sale of lalsor
power we have coincwdently the sale of
life, upon the same terms as any other
commaadity 15 skl the best prace that
can be had for nt m the market at
given Lime.

The excluswn of the orgamzatinms o
labor-jower from thy operations of the
sherman Aot was sssnethung vastly mefe
important than the affirmation of a merc
untruth, or of something which could
only be true as far as the operations of
that particular Act maght go. It was the
raising of labor from a commodity 10 a
status as far as the Act was concerned
H Ovganized Labor canma grasp this, of
it is o victimized by the liberal tradi
tiga that u canmd comprehend the g
mificance of the result. = much the
worse for Organized Labor. Make no
mistake that the imellectuals of organ

ired copeeml see it. and have made the

air hideops with their ululations that
the wnwns have constituted themselves
superior to the law and have won for
their commaodity, labor-power, a pesition

practical importance of this ligs in th
comclusion that the path of Ighor is ot
to be the old-fashioned liberal path of
the ol and now comfortably dead wwial
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men are only quietly mur-
by means from which the gentle
does not shy. War has raised
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a fair day’s work” has been the shogan.
amid im ihe last hali cemtury. millions i
vred slaves have pmssed through (e
sireels of ouwr otws bebond Lbanners
bearing this significamt device. | hey
made i perfectly obvious that the com-
modity position was good  enough  for
them, and that all they asked was a free
maarket and the right of all ilealers o
ovrganize for their own benefit. :

So far there s Intle douls that aneag
the workers capable of orgamzatwn, a
leass, there has beem little tendency 10
quarrel with the commeshity  concopt
igcasionally, of course, bumanity has
trapscended  the commadny  conoepit
Ihe buman heart has refused 1 bear
the pam of condmums o whch un
n.-lﬂl..l.nnl laigeer  fawre  planged large
lasdies of helples: workers, and the i
tician has legislated for the perpetuatsn
wd the race, as they legislaie alwant e
preseryvalioay of forests,  Dat ( irgamecd
| alwsr has wsdd voewesd thess emenach
merits of the <tale upsn the free market

with any marked ajpgpessal, of i has

mwere oor Dess mhifferemby sevomwbed the
ot of  the  plolambicsgasr aml the
practial slatesman Vel e wr et

thie apinsie bisrrol vomg dhermanal ool the a1

Federatwm of New Yook that  theose
legislatinve  enactment= jassed for the
bemett ol 1 'll'1|'|i""'1l wre g anises|

lemrbe] D
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alliimesd i
| b= 5= H T
ar | peweost dlialesdscalls oruel ress

af i 11 = ..f !,l'l-l-r
| FT -|||.|1'|||‘- W ar

i Filalice

It oo amy lesmls oof owrpamaees] lals
mwi il Betawiry ol e veealerm w .okl
Fven the capmabistie agemis have mo
pemilornipdated any sich perverssan, aml

il wlwbe oxperwnwe alwoad durmg

respuires] the cxtensem rather

thiam the dwmmatem of sl pratecn n

i e imierests of e S LT TR

IFisr laetier oor worse the 1y WF IRl

alsor Wealies are weddesd] at present 1 ths
Ihey hase ithe

comiteslaiy  codiorpd

saimal oo the demmmmam olass amd their

comiribmisan b the  peddemm ethscally

ans] ecomamcally s omil  Dat we Ko
that the “setvile slate
thomg 1o sav st the emd of the war whach
wll nqu Ilhr cars of H'I-r 1.J|'l i Inr.I!‘ll.'f!

For the pae-cm, hoowever, we ane

will have =oaw

larm
puistities] i dlencamlong

legabers stamal lin  therr whds aml tha
they <hould emphs  their commmeshity
comeld for the advamage «f the lilaer
T sy eTie devchpmenm  of

CrgamnEation

Our capatalistn coomeamisis  are
msistemt upon the sapremacy of the law
of sapply and denand, which apqdees
equally to the human and materal e
ments  of productum amd  exchange
r'hr_'n will act o thair Ihlhllll- tix the full,
at least their emphovers will, and will
demand for all the commmuslitics wlhwch
they contrel al least the full moarket
'I'.lh'. even 1-h|.-n- they ol e make
artificial cosmlameitsms aml soreepane a-
Iy corner the market. We know that
all the governmenis have been obibged
o iake  extraordmary  provanteans
agminst frand amd extortion on the part
of the business groups, and that they
have had o accede 1o voreasonable de-
iands under the prefsure of comediivns,
In spite of all their precautens, the war
profits mount in the most  horrific
tashion . and the government of lritain,
o save its face, has been obliged 10 im-
jose war-profit taxes to the amoum of
sixty per cent, which it is mow proge sed
o raise to eighty per cent. In yete of
#ll this, however, profits constantly pile
vp and new millionaires, R T T
for their arrogance and  extravagance,
spring ouwt of the chaos of the war, (Com-
wadity prices are maintained and the
market will not be banlked. Fven in
{wermany, where the arganization is
pewsed 10 he complete and where the povy-
crnment s credited with an approach o
cvenhandedness in its comind of the
“interests,” where Holv Stale can im-
porse its decrees impartially on capitalist
smd proletarian alike, even there the in-
dustrial capitalists have taken the bit in

and  the

OTW

iheir teeth and the dividends of the
manufacturing firms bear witness 1w the
weakness of mere political government
11 df'-ll'lql with such m.ﬂﬂ-j ik
stmate things as commodites.

The scarcty of commodities mcident
upom the war places the mdustrial Sl
ommercial gxploiters where they can
pot avosd making great proifl.  The
general musfortune 15 their gossd for-
mine, [hey draw mordinate profit from
e |l.||.||'l' ITSETy, Even the sums which
they advance m the form of bonds are
cwcellent investments and temd b e ure
iheir own positien amd that of their
hildren.  They are in the happy positem
that everytlnng they tach must turn 1
gold whether they will or mat.  They
mmst prohit by the war unless the g
crmmsenil ook the onlv hogical <tep oo
il al i all precehils i exeoess ol aver

ge profite before the war. Nt pow
crmmsenis are ol like that, amd conld
ot afford 10 be so. The reply of the
nning classes to sach a measure wonlhl
o 3 refusal o alvame ...|.|||1;|i T TRIL
therr workshdps | for apmtalistec juitiried
psimt hias s lomats, amel these are recinsd

Jirectly bsmess 1 iiwter Fored] s ol
'’

=R ¢
waness 1w more ol than Hedy =it

sl The i‘.rl'l-T:r repldyv ol ithe powern

et would be confiscation, that - ths
Juwdiivon of ithe I'I‘l'llll.qTI*I' class ; amd o
government will  ocwmmt han Lan
cven for the ake of victon Ihe ox
Laters must be hamored of 15 «s stem

too comimgie amed  coammseling vl s

-1 le realiped

I I
thers, fises m value durmg the pers-l

commesdiny  lalserprower,

fowar.  Iv s destroved m large quam

« aiwl the demands for o are owm
We know that all
ilwor 1 Fully omvwpiesd we all the ovain

tantly 1. reasang

= 4f WwarF JI"H'I ||'|,LI! 1|1|' |||"|1|...n|1. Is
great  that the apparemtly  nsaperald

margm  of  unemijibaoed  has been als
prsev el woal that mset o the crumes
plenial B peeveriv have 1|r-u.;||1_|||_-;|n'-'|
P we kimow
o that there has been mo attempd o
the part of the lalwrng people any
where 1o realiee wpon  the ncreased
af iheir ovwn L'hﬂ"llll'i"ld.“'." i lhrll.:

bwor market. Wherever the least 1eml
ey i that directen has become mani
fest the provernments which have sl
milied M alence o the mwst dhameless
t‘l[ﬁtil!*ln poleleery have tormed  bisese
thew parnahistee and platform pack in

Har =unan --'F lllr '|.|.I'I|'ﬂ1r'l|l|'||, 14.'--[._—[‘ w ey

sl with the guaerty

have dared to declare that, labewr heing
a cowmmslity . thev will demand for lalsor
a return such as all other commodities
recerve, its price in the market.

For labur 1o constantly submat to thes
sort of governmental dragooming s
fatwous folly. It anyone thinks that the
posscssors of other commaodities, patriol-
ram motwithstanding, are going o
cierge from this war poorer by sacn-
noing the economic values of the com-
maxdities which they control, he is very
much mistaken. The entrepreneur may
semed his soms to the war, and sabemit o
taxation, he may grumblingly invest his
surplus funds in national securities, but
he will never surrender his claim to the
full value of the commodities which he
controls. To do so would mean his
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Omly by combination 10 raise wages.

o realize the value of the n:_uﬁ'.lf.'
labor-power, can the economic position

of labor be 3o preserved that the horrible
reaction after the war will not drag o
back into the abyss from which it has
with difficulty extricated iself. The
very economic position of labor as a
whole is dependent upon the action of
Organized [abor in this respect.

As for the moral effect which is after
all much more important in the long
run—that does not belong to thic dis
rnesion

Lenin on the Russian
Revolution

FTER his departure for Kuossw,
Lenin wrole a letter to his Swis-
comrades, im which he reaffirms lus
positem that 1 the Kevoluion m Kus
brings a republican g ernment and
government should be willing 1o carn
om an imperialistic war, ugether with
the maperialistic govermment: of Framos
and England for the comguest of Lo
stamtinesede, Armemia, Yaabowa, ee, b
will ancompronsangly hght thes pakrn
mend anel ihe war
the fatherland.”™

foer tha llrlll1". L |

|il1|rl had been asked what woald Is
[ TER TR e w palysle
u--l:|-|| :ql: milin fErEr Meew o whieth he

SAIfEe e i b

amswers: | We would offer jeae 10
all o mvidved m the war on ths fu il
lowing wace terms a) Immedate b
liveramce of all colofes of all couimtre-

iy vmumedhate deloveramoe of  all  sags

widihl -1am
o

jressed  paeple 2 We
mmeihately wath the dehveramce o 2
jeopde suppressed by the Kussaans

We dov mot doult foor a3 mmute that
thise peace terms would be unacoeptable
snly 1o a4 monarchical Cermany,
a repubdwan (wrmany, and
md only 10 iwermany, bt alss v the
capitalistic governments of Fagland and
IFrance.

“And g that cass we would be oo
pelled 1o wage a revolulionary war
against the German Dourgeossie, but mot
only against the German Bourgeoaae,
and we would take up that fighe

“We are not pacihsts, we are agamst
Imperialistic wars waged by capiahsts
for proft. But we always dud consider
i mopsense that the proletanat shwould
reject revolutonary wars, which may be
necessary in the mterests of Socialism.

Lemm realiees that this task would be
a supendous one and would mean a
scries of class hghts all over the world,
but he pomts out that o s s our un-
patience, our desire to confromt this
issue, but the objective concrete condi-
tins resulting from the world war fhat
put before us this dilemma: enther 1o
sacrifice more millions of men m the de-
struction of European cwvilization, or o
conguer the governments of all civilized
countries for the Socialist Revolutsn,

“Hstorie conditions have made 1he
Kussians, perhaps for a short period, the
leaders of the revolutionary world pro-
letariat, but Socialism cannot mow pre-
vail in Russia. We can expect waly an
agrarian revolution, which will help 10
create more f[avorable conditions for
further development of the proletarian
forces, and may result in measures for
the control of production and distriba-
Lhosn.

“The mam result of the present Revo-
lution will have to be the creation of
more favorable conditions for furiher
revolutionary development, and 10 in-
fluence the more highly-developed FEuro-
jean countries into action.”

When in November, 1914, the Russian
Many demanded: °~Transformation ol
the imperialistic war into a civil war of

Thsi
!Il“l .;l.!ul Li’

SPECIAL convention of the Swiss
Socialist Party affired its ad-
herence to the principles of Zuwnmerwald
and Kienthal. It decded m favor of a

New International, excluding the >

cial ) A resclution o arrange
—m‘ult-iiﬂ workers, 1o
discuss the pussibility of a strike in mu-
mition  factories n  co-operation  with
comrades in other countres, was los
with 86 against 113 votes. A resolution
condemning the “defense of the father
land™ as aganst the principles of Inter-
national Socialism, was passed by 222
against 77 votes. Platten spoke in favor,
Muller and Greulich against the mwtion

The labor conference m Leeds ( Eng
land) showed a remarkable change n
the minds of the English workers under
the influence ui the Hussian Revolution.
Not only was the general opinion in fa-
vor of unmediate peace on the conditions
of the Kussian Council of Soldiers and
Workmen, but a growing opposition
against the English (aovernment was
cvident.  Robert Smillie, speaking in
fagor of one of the resolutions, men
Iu the English (overmment as “our”
fr%a.d povermment, amd it was
cchigwledged that Ircland amd Egype
hn-ulq aler have a right 1o decide their
own dedtiny. A suggestog to ask in-
demnfics from Germany for famibies of
submtarined  sailors was  shvoated dwn
with the remarks: “Let the <hip owners
jay for their victims,” and “our enemies

ire the English ship el the
i german wanlors ™

A T,

Kakowsky, the Rumaman Socialis
who was hberated from prison by a
mass-demonstration in Jassv, in which
15000 soldiers participated, has |been
weleomeed af & Ty ol the Hl.hii..'q.l'l
Council of  Soldeers and  Workmen
Rakowsky denounced the demands for
annexations of the PR o Hl S ol the =o
cialist Panty in Bulgaria, and favors the

establishment of 3 fesberative ihli.
of alkan |'hru14r1-, as wifvew ﬂ'h'
munority Socialists in Dulga well

as |!r_||' the Socialst arfies m Serhia,
Humania and (Gresce

Tue Americans are certainly not los-
g sight of their busing-- mterests, and
their Albes may find o wume day tha
their new associate ha« the best part of
the bargain. Think of the millions and
millons which France and Fogland have
lamed 10 Hussia, practically  without
wounty, cven withowt gaining a sobidd
foothold n the economic svstem of the
Empire of the Crar. Commes the Unitesd
Sates in the game with a few millions
atel takes hold of the mines and other
vomcessions!  They evidemtly want 1o
try out their methods of Lodlow, Putte
and the Mesaba range in Russia, but it
i doubtful whether the Sddiers amd
Workmen will accept this new form of
democracy, even at the hands of (Tharke-
Fdward Russell.

Our imtreped Comrades  Liehknechu
and Friedrich Adl:r have been clected
honotary members of the Council oi
Soldeers and Workmen. We may exject
that the liberation of their homorary
members, as well as of other victims «f
the opposition against lmperialism in
different countries, will be made a peace
term of the Russian Council. The Left
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