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By . ] RUTGERS

HE Socialist 12 a eniwsis ol

Jecior because 1
science and pronciples 1o betray  the
Working  1a--

HI‘HI'I"I:I* that armues Vil Caga

talist coumiries are e ferest
the muling class against Wk g
Class, 1t 1= onr comscwntsas duiy to

pose the «irengthening of such arme

It makes hiitbe differenoe whwethor
BTy 18 o be used at home G chos et ddoas
workers i their struggle: agam-1 capn
talism, or whether it s used m =o-calk
national war: o oL FeTgl hen winid L b
the world-power of the ruling class an
the i||r1i|1:r enslavemwent i1 oo |
proletariatl under the iron hevl o lern
midustrial and financial femdalism.  Bemg
an |mematonalist, the suffering-
cign workers appeal as brongly 6
conscience as those of mw fellow
or fellow-residents ndd

wiliren
bomg  con
vinced that the l1.l||'n: I.'J.“l-"-r"‘- will mist gFrve
up their irm grip upon present socwcty
unless realizing that they have to yeld
before an overwhelming power, the
strengthening of the ruling class is about
as dimstrons as the weakening of the
proletariat.  This s all the more true n

T M podern 1 '_iuq,-irn

&

hope of avoiding a reversion to bar-
barism lies in the rising mto power of the
proletariat,

In Germany only a growing general
mass-movement coukd have any success
against the formudable and well-organ-
knecht, convinced that hes martyrdom at
present could not lead to such a mass-
movement inclading the soldiers, suob-
mitted and accepted the hght inside of
the army. In Russia, revolutionary work-
ers enter the army in order 1o keep up
and develop the revolutionary spirit

Class must do all in their power 10 pre-
pwni the creation of a military system,
necessary for the ruling &ass to destroy
whatever rights were left at home, to
protect their war profits and 10 secure
world power and world exploia-

the comscmacous ob-

THE MENACE OF CONSCRIPTION

By LOUIS (g FRAINA

HE mw

-||'.I|1'_ I.|.'|J! M s

i T Ol COlsd T ;l‘]llh Is LM -

ultimmie. |t nmrks
the begmming of an aggressive milnari=m
m thns country. and i s the sign aml
vl of 8 new era of APETESSIVE &0
fmwiiv in the ammals of American cagd
falism

Ihe Inndamental fact that should I

besrmie an mamad 55 that conscriglson

wol @ lemporary wmeaswrs
bwen mposed upom the peopde 1 T
r porposes of ghis war I &8 & [pre
hmunary means of 0 i= E W=Iver al
mulitary scrvice |:11r::'.|,: gl il pEsEiT
The servile monions of tali=m hawve

prtted that conscripina
Il ndispensable for purs
var, but thal ot was mecessan

i the prople 1o the wdea of
Even beiore 1he
war agamst Leermmaiy
Mlent  newWspEpeT ;.-lﬂll-.: g

Y SETVICE
ratiorn ol

umiversal mihitary service, that found i1ts

irastion m the Chamberlain ball o
tary tramomg of SO0 M- men 3 ved

{osr o L il 1% fvenhs .jnru-r_h fia

Anid even thes was denoumeed o inflo

|

ental arcles as a miscrable comgron

Militarism, amil whatever they sav o
versal service means mulitari<amn, 1= a
lutely necessary to the ruling «lass weder

the conditions of jmperiabistic capitaism.

o

controd of the mvestment marke'qd of

tm-h-t-ﬂng] countries wherein 1 gvest
a nation’s surplus of accumul Capi-
tal. The driving force behindd ¢ rug-
gle 1= nmbtary power, actual adtEm
tal The history of recent 1% TE=
'|:|¢|.'II.' with events i\ whwl el
power pf 4 nabon was s coure
s 1-1[-Ir4|:-n| tfl'fll-l."l."--llﬂ‘l'\- il r:'hl:
fo explost undeveloped countres,  in

preference to a competing natonal rival
But n the diplomatic struggics o pro-
nusle hmancial mieresis, CIroumslaRees
arise where the threat of armed power
tails i its purpose, and an actual strug-
gle occurs—war. This is precisely the
series of events that led jp b the Furo-
pean war. At one moment, the German
threat succeeded ; al ansther moment, the
French and British threat succeeded | and
then came the moment when the vast
cconomic and Snancial interests mvolved
were pat 1o the arbitrgment of the
wwaird.

War to-day 1+ such a colossal propaos:-
tion, that it cannot be waged on the vol-
unteer system. Unlike the wars of the
past, war to-day is @ wer of peoples, -
volving and depending wpon the con
scription of the whole national life for
purposes of war. The will of the people,
their activity and industrial capacity,
their enthusiasm and idealism, must all
be conscripted, organised and drilled 10
back up the soldiers in the field ot
alone are men conscripted for actual muli-
lary service—the men, women and chil-
dren behind the firing line must be con-
scripted for various tasks, which, while
apparently non-military, are vet indis-
pensable to mmintain large armie. at the
front.

It is this circumstance that makes war

ol men Irem prodoctive |
gamping e
amtie ratically

remE I nder

Mot the mntary amsl o

abne deternmmnant

smtal, or peditical, factor
wrtance . the suppression
and e Coeroion of the 48 ork
Conscription, un-demus
LVET ITOTe ICIacIng |
ilirectls e Ty BT
« imlenided] o be wses] 1
wv aml The Working (
vl Tiaitsmy, ol of whuh
mmikcal o Jenes
berminrmcy whercver
I'he AU TaECY e
« the determummg (=¥
il the (imes hos mew at
I v e

1 ¥ FER I
-':-l!LI s

Ty Iry, &
ldsses 1A s by It 1
i '|||l|,i!I-1-h ra T
b
or the overthrow of ca m
shrt, the oo =

Tal lwenmeyole il i sl
the meed,

jrralism uses war to establish thigam
wracy firmly and permancntly h

sar against the remmants of dems

« isrIng the temletsy ar

L %

the negation of democracy. this
mw h maore  mwena rg to-day becavse of
the new era of mjenalism, and becanse

of the way in which war draws upoa all

aainim] foroes andg Uity or fls feta FpeDms.

LY ralimg 1y sin] ot I -
tamt mwasuréwnd war - o cripple demoe
racy. Tov w oot hal cagre civil rygghis
perevanim, L adIT And comscrip-
I § et wans of puting
1'!“-. 14 Iry  JerogTaRm

I he=e | . re maile clear m the
R P M ription waged
by the patalist ememy, He-
fare 1l coate & law, the New York
Trobwne sal

It i il lunteer system ) discram-
il ViuF the slackers gmd fhe dis-

dffccled, and wakes harder e governs
mcnt g faik of ke pimg order of howme”
Whe are the disaffected but the rebels
and the _'-"'i'LT who refvse 1o f'-"hl. m &
war they dul mot wall and casmol pmﬁ
! The American eaprle r:pfr-\ll."
Wit enthusmsm for the war by refuning

¢ and the government by mwans
& eyt woll mow take them b e
scrulfl of the neck amd rﬂ-H theit 8
hght 4 war for democracy !
Limsriplun makes easier “the pov
ermmerl « fask o1 keeping order M
e, Eascily | H}' means of conscnp-

vom the Jdisaffected and the rebels may
b drafted nto the army immedatcly, o
by beng simply called to the colors put
under mulitary law. By means of o8
scripdion the civil rights of the indiydual
are abrogated, and the brptality of mill-
tary law becomes rampant. “The world
mist be made .afe for democracy.”

The conscriptionist propagands made
these reactionary motives clear. But ove

motive was not ised : that oon-
1criphy quhm*"

"li'.ll ririkee.

IR Cis

¥ for hlthy lucre. Compal-
WY srvice might not produce loyalty,
‘8 R wouk] produce 3 sense of duty and
Cepline thar w el prevent such dis-
- S

il demaging incidents.”

A Brich wieekly, John Bwll with a
:-14- ol more than one mllion
'T'Lr famers wheo reluse fo work most
I'tton .. ¢ ped —put ander military con-
(W and made 10 work at soldvers” pay
B is the waj they do things in eer-
MY, and that is the way we must do
*Tl'hlll here,”

'ﬂl--'-l. =i Aogustus | tegeorpe de
el st commipsileory service  was
Bary at this v when the Lt

M petting out of hand. ™
B |eutenant-Colone) W. H. Max
'@l was brutally frank in his AT -
WOl comscriptem as a4 means of crush
1".1: U B &
“The abuse of personal freedom has
e ol
P 111

chmax o this coumiry., T rade
that shelter for shnking shirk
s g nlling our existence, and ¥
Sarhom a rol of our natsenal soul has
fm Ume renwedy amd one alone can
mdicate this state of rol
Ml cure it.”

T'un h.ur piinl |!|-n,-|:| FLY |l'|'|JlJ||._\ "I'-I-I'Ih
o all thaj w the United States, but the

*Htlnilhl: tendency s

'|1L|..";:|.|!. !,.-i

el

"nder these circumstances, the hight
bﬂ-‘l conscription is not samply a prob-
r of the midhividual and hs conscence

a greatl soral ssoe requiTing  great

1 Frm 871 ]
i he hght agams! comscriplen s Talike
Il backed wp by an apgreciaton of
il and economee conditions that

ught ® forth. Amd the lack of appre

am of this fact & -'l."h'|-llI-hI1r|I.' (EH
wh of the absurdity n the no-comscmj
s priation
the calegory
enl that copscriplon s agaimsl the
andd traditions of the Amencan
[he alsurdity bes n the fact
v coaplitasns whsch |l|"4.|l.'ll.ll:‘l.'l.| theese
aru] traduteems exist mao th"ﬂ' | that
v era and new condibons are here
jrusluce new wheals and traditons

i absurdiiy 15 the ar

day when Anmenca—and thia
the dommnant iterests of capital-
ould boast ol s dll.“ﬂ'll.l'hli.':i-. (L1
The conditions of nternal
pansion ceased when the (rontier
#hed the Pacific coast. And when
©= onditions ceased, Aemerwca began
wire a langer economc vision, 10
out  its economuc Imteresis
foighout the world, and to participate

ulFeEver

this came the end of that periad of
lenddid isolation,” when America was
adered sufficient unlo itself. The
scrmration of industry, the rise of plu-

and amiversal mublitary service that mil
tarsm canmot ansd wall e dewve |1-1| m this
COriml Ty Militarism is not a matter of

the will, but of necessity | erugme ramlesm

requires maliarsm o hght s rivals an
o crush s Working (lass

In an article m Scrbmer's M oagasin
récently, Assistant Secretary of the MNavy

Franklin 1} Homevell dented that umi

versal mmbhiary crvice  would develop
mulitaram :

Few of us homestly fear that 1his na
him will ever becoms vilita st e —t e
tremid of oor cvibezatsen 12 all the other
WAy swilzeriand amnd Ausiraha are ex
Jrr:;pha |-:' PrigTes-1ve PETR TACY w1
essiully armesd against attack.”

[ he “trend of ownr cvilization™ may
have been “all the other way™ in the past
il ol 12 B ||-1|£|‘! wid To-ilay | he as

thets I et et

-'.:|:||Pl|--r| that <i i1V

vmerwca that will

prevent the dupdwcatos of

-ui-rru-rll'. ¥l VITU
the evils ol
MIYVEr=3! &8TVk - | 1= @F INsECETe

Ihe pecds of mgermalism are the same

everywhere, its evils aniversal he cita
on of Switeerlam! and Australia s
stupid.  Switaerland is not an imperial

unned harbor drcams ol
conquest | and cven the “democratic citd
pen army of Switzerland has been used

repeatedly agan s the Working Ulass and

rsieC maal v, mred

[ Fison: are no comparisons at all.

W hether CONSCTIpION Ay
muilitariam can b dletermmmes] ull'l.lj bv a

leve ko

consplerainoen of the fun kmental facts of
conmenise  and | paditical development n
5 i '"llll':ll'
|!1||_- l'nllrnf :-\'-l.rh_-.. Is e '|1|:;:||.T]r il'lfl
fimancially the most I:n'n.rrlul nation 1
15 potential 1oroes of agEres-

o are (rememdous, and when loosed n

he workd

all their fury will precypitate an unprece-
dented catastrophe.  American capitalem
is inherently and inhntely bratal—is ac

tasris wn L enbral amnd Ssuth Amersa are a
all law amd all decency

Moresver, sifange as i may seem, this
CONNTY N one ol the least 1‘rﬂ'ﬁffl.1-ll..'. -
sofar as the rghts of the Working Ulass
are concerned.  Nowhere else than in the
Kussia of the Crar was a Ludlow mas-
sacre perpetrated ; nowhere else 15 the
new  machineproletariat more  harassed
amd oppressed.  Anc lynchings are an-
other mami festation of the utter disregard
of law and the rights of people.

The governamnt i1s more autocratcally
organiped, the president has more power,
than any other government or ruler else-
where. Al this, cogsidered in relation
to the new conditions of imyperialism, are
a menacing indication of what is to come,

vislation  of

By J. C. ROVITCH

CUn the ground of the class struggle
wr are wtvncibils ) of ww leaew o we are
lort, becanss wr are mo longer Socwalists.”

Lirbkneoht

E call on the rank and file of the
Sorialitt Party to look around and
el owt) where their recognized spokes-
smien ol lesilers stand on this funds-
mental gnd most vital principle of the
class u:r&!r. You have now an excel-
lent opporfunity to learn what is their
comweption f hghting militarism and con-
srgdion by sworutmizing the minutes and
spseechbes at the U onferemoe on lhmu-:rlr!
ani] Peace regently held in New York
City. The “leaders™ of our party were
among the orgamaeers of this new expres-
sim of mdignation on the recent mani-
festations of caprahst class rule—mili-
tarism and conscription, amd they had
ample opportunity o show their mettle.
They spoke vociiercusly and expressed
their coavictions verbosely m this gather-
i Fhﬂr lpll‘ﬂ'htl- can h m
now with those made by other radical
democrats who for years conscientionsly
have been woting for “good men"—
Roosevelt, Wilson and others. Do you
find any sigmificant dufferenc=s? Do they
proclam an s for_which the

to et i
ground 1o saspect
any principles at all, as the representa-
pives of the most oppor-
tunists of the modern school ?

The Conference on Democracy and
Peace lasted two days, and was wound up
by a pgantic mass meeting with an andi-
ence of abowt 20,000 persoms. Messrs.
Hilgquit, Lee, Berger, all of them signers
of the revolutionary majcrity report of
the Emergency Convention of the So-
ciah«t Party at St. Louis, were the most
Comepuctious and active ones in the bunch,
and one could expect of them to promal-
gale at this conference the principles set
forth in their own report. Nothing of
the kind happened. The conference
worked out a new platform which waa
endurserd by our “shining lights.” [s the
majorty declaration of the comvention
m their view not good enough to be pro-
posed to any assembly of radical men and
women as the expression of the stand of
2ll class comschous workers in America?
In all their speeches not a word about the
aims and ideals of our class, not & word

you not a
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