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May Day, 1917

May symbolizes the awakening of ma-
ture, and May Day symbolizes the awak-
ening of Labor. A year ago, two years
ago, one couldn’t celebrate May Day with
any feeling of enthusiasm. Labor
scemed dead; everywhere reaction was
trismphant. But this year, there is a real
awakening of Labor. In Russia there
has been a revolution, and it still is in
process of achieving great things. In
Germany the Working Class is asserting
itself. Great strikes and demonstrations
were planned for the First of May, in
spite of Forwerts’ hysterical injunction to
the contrary. The revolutionary minor-
ity backed up the plans for the strike, and
thereby inspired and united the forces of
aggression against the government. Aus-
tria itself is on the verge of revolution,
and our uncompromising comrades in

arrested onm a preposterous charge ol
“disorderly conduct,” given six months
in jail; and, a pew trial having been or-
dered, Jager is denied bail as a form of
persecution. These are the victims of
that “other war,” whom we must defend.
And this is the war that we must pledge
our hearts and minds to wage in spite of

all

Expel Meyer London !

Mz, Mever Loxpox is still 3 member
of the Socialist party. He is still actively
disgracing Socialism—and the paity
takes no action. In a speech in Congress
justilying his recent action, he said: “1
did not vote against the bond issue for
the simple reason my sympathies are in
the main with the cause of the Allies,
and | believe that we should render them
every {orm of non-combatant aid.” This
was preceded by: “l voted against the
war resolution. [ would vote against it
to-day.” A smple reason, indeed!
Doesn’t Meyver London know that of the
seven billion dollars, the maximum that
may be loaned the Allies is three billions ?
This leaves four billion dollars to wage a
war with, and to pay for developing a
menacing American militarism. This 18
the important thing for Capitalism; the
aid to the Alles is incidental, Thir is
what Meyes London cowardly or stupadly
dadnt wvote aghmit. And yet—Meyer
London 15 still 3 member ol the Socalist

party |

Aid and Comfort to the Enemy!

Thme mind recls at the act.oas ol some
of our Socialists. A. M. Simons stig
matizes as “treason” the Comvention's
resolution on the way, and Allan |
Bemson joins in the chorus.  Wilham
English Walling has  whale-heartedl.
accepted the hypocritical idealism of the
ruling class. Charles Edward Russell
brands as “anarchists™ the Socalist ob
jectors to the war. Frank Bohn—of all
men l—in the New York Times 8
a plad for virtually starving the FEfiroy
pean newtrals. Russian Socialista in
this conntry, the social-patriotic group.
are urging on the cabal agdinst the rral
revolutionary forces in Hussia Mever
London in Congress misses a magmih
cent nity, and disgraces himself
and his partv. All these men are piving
aid and comfort to the capitalist enemy
It is the symptom of a corroding dis-
in the party—Nationalism.

TR
The Convention Referendum

~Tme acts of the Emergency Conven-
tion are now before the membership for
decision. [t is a situation m which the
radical can find wvery Little comfort
Louis B. Boudin having withdrawn his
minority ceport, there are now two rew,
latsons on the war—the majority report
adopted at the Convention, and the pro-
war report subsequently isswed by a
of delegates. The issue is clear
~majority  resolution g declare

against war, it does propose § form of
aggressive action ; whereas thy report .0
the social-patriotic minority s the

jority report! And then—compel the
party to Carry out its gen
!—Om the actiop to abalish

be No. In spite of its faults, the N. C.
was a preventive against the autocracy
of the party Obwiously,

mCASUTES to

relentlessly. To allow thesc .
pass, these conditions to exist, ¥ %0 e
our neck into the noose with Lapisd puali-
ing the rope.

Captialism uses the war 10 |
own class interests. And what '-'I’“""'“
for the goose is sauce for ihe gamaict

The danger is immediale, and it is uk
timate. These measures of rea 108 ant
oppression are not for to-day alore; they
are being prepared for to-morrow Lap-
talism looks ahead and is orpanizing fof
the future. The conditions of war AT
a direct consequence of the condinons of

ace. War does not alter the strugp s
of peace, but emphasizes them

In times of war the proletariat pré-
pares for peace. Ewvery sinke. every
struggle, every act of the proletariat now
arouses its strength for the day: 2 -';il.
develops its moral and physscal propad
ness. We have a particular nx
fight ; but all our actions have an
as well as an immediate scope. (NuT 3

sromobe i#

tion to-day prepares the proictanias fo
the coming struggles to overthrow L]
ahsm.

The suspension of the class strugge
during war is a great calamity lor 1he
proletariat, yielding aid and com{or unto

cur capitalist enemy. It sacnboce
Imd‘“'tt l1'|-d “:'dedt imiere -t |

means lower wages and worse conitons
of living ; moreaver, it makes difficult the
resumption of an aggressive clas: strug-

gle during peace. It impairs the morale
of the proletariat and dulls its fHghung

spirit. It is the worst menace of war
On with the struggle against Capital-
wm |
The Great Betrayal
T is unigue in the annals of rovolution-
ary movements—the betrayal of >o-

cialism by the Socialist party of Amenca.
It is & harsh characterization, perhaps,
but true; and these are not the times for
MURCING words

The'! party had ample opportunity to
T itseli and prepare its action. For

W hrl this couniry had been on the
vnl;-p'tﬂ.war_ for two years the greatest
pro-war propaganda that history records
had been going on; for two years the
forces of American Imperialism had been
organizing and prepaning for aggression;
and for two years the Socialist party h

- 2
% manifevoes

press, virtually abandoned the ¢
struggle. lis peace propagenda was
largely insincere and bourgeois in spirit.
Its press suppressed the facts of the real
Socialist situation in Europe. The party
leaders either openly or tacitly justified
the actiond of the European Socialist ma-
jority, particularly the Socialist majority
of Germany. During this period, Victer
L. Berger carried on a propaganda in the
Milwaukee [ coder for war against Mex-
wo, and Mcyer Londom im Congress
pledged the party’s support to “the coun-
try” in the event of war. And the party
on the whole supinely accepted this be-
trayal. The radical spirit of the member-
ship was unable 1o express itself, because
of the officials’ control of the press and
maciinery of the party.

After the severing of diplomatic re-
lations with Germany, the party had an
opportunity to act. It did mot. True, the
party carmed on a propaganda agaimst
the declaration of war ; but it was largely
on non-Socialist lines and in

program was proposed, it was either
sneered at or howled down to the tune of
“treason!” Nor did the party organise
its forces to resist conscription, and other
resctionary measures of war. (This is
irae except in the case of minority

EW mtlllrnm.u_
= -—'_'__—”-‘—l—-—_

dit:0m8 of : L8
4 m-ﬂnmltm and Japan are already developing points
dcleghtes who firye :
I'I'_III‘.I.T“ it. for the future.™
" i‘hmhnrﬂt. These are Are these the conditions that can make
wnces under which this crime the world safe for democracy? They
agaifit Socialist integrity was perpe- Are an incitement to perpetual war. And
_*, : the identical measures of autocracy that
HIMMMLI:MHH_* are now necessary for this war, will be
:; revolutionary minority acts and deemed necessary as a preparation for
ot

- 1f the minority does the mest war,
ize itsell definitely and aggress . There js no hope in Capitalism for de-
Hlnllhfmamrrpni_"}* mocracy. And the democracy of Capital-
at t betrayal. ism is itselfl a sorry and tattered thing. It
!':ruhgf the revolutionary min- ™eans the minimum of democracy that
of'¥W organire and act ! may pacify the Working Class tempo-
rarily, and that will provide the fitting
conditions for the development of the
forces of Capitalism.
'r"hﬂﬂd—mhmrmﬁfﬂﬁ- hwﬂmwmrhd an up-
Py —President Woodrow Witsem. ward and onward era in human annals
‘ Its historic mission was to destroy {eud-
m'— process of ‘war may promote - alism and to allow CIF“H'-'I to h"llfl'l.l
Woeracy directly, protiding that the I'eing now grown up, Capitalism has lit-
wr Wel’ arose out of democratic im- 1l need of its past democracy, and has
P e i and is still developing a form of
l2 great war is the consequence of AUtocracy much resembling the absolute
th elash of rival economic interests as momarchy of Louis XIV.
engessed in nations, Serbia and Belgium The world can be made safe for de
lwng incidental and unimportant {actors. Mocracy only by the democracy of So-
Ipdealism of “the war for democracy clalism; and that is the task of the revo-
af the rights of small nations™ is simply lutionary Working Class of all nations
! moral justifcation for a brutal eco- A

nmic fact, and the means of inciting The [:dhpg of Parliaments

pople to war. \
n the past, wars of national liberation T”F‘ press of the country assumed
that conscription would pass Con-

ating out of democratic impulses pro-
med the interests of democracy, But ETe%s without a struggle When the op
positson  developed real strength, the

® era of natiomal wars is past. The
preis demounced (ongress and wnami-

w ol 1870 apparently promoted de-
xracy in France; actually it did not. ™ misly agreed that, “Prendent Wilion
wMl get comseription of he wamis it” The

® decrepit empire of Louis Napoleon

I-hllﬁl'tl' of its own evils: while the Whoie problem was “pat up” to the Presi-

.hinf Prussia crushed the bourgeois 9ent as il he were the arbiter of legisla-

‘Il aspirations of the German people, UOR .

aticularly in the Rbenish provinces.  And the President is the arbiter of leg-

the Russian Revolution was accom- 'slation. In the days of peace, tremen-

the revolts of 1905, and not dous power is lodged in the Executive,
the Congress ha I

'l"s'fﬂ)fdncqu

Latorship "mig! serve the ends of Andunl;:ﬂnqr:::
and democracy, as during the practically disappears as a factor;
of the French Revolution: but it Fh:ﬂhhw-?um?&umr- M;
be o dictotgrship of the progressive 'he proposed legislation for purposes o
revolutionary forces. A dictatorship War centre around lht P‘fudnﬂ and
Working Class in Russia to-day lodges complete power in his hands.
i serve the ends of progress. And Th-:uh:nhnrn:uﬂ-ﬂnlg that
puld be a temporary dictatorship. the parliaments are dead. They may
the dictatorship created by this function as talk-fests, they may give a
a dictatorship ok all the reactionary Licbkmecht the opportunity of using par-
3 a3 expressed in the ruling class, lament as a forum for revolutionary
that stnikes directly at democracy ;
lone for purpose of war, but as a

and a weapon for the future. “’“‘_ﬂ"-ﬂﬂlmmﬂm The
parliaments make motions, but they do

¥ n

American measures of war are
ng directly at the freedom of actica
Working Class and at individual
13 thiz making the world safe for
- !
President is acquiring virtually olf hundred years before. But parliaments
W ﬂmt'm. HH‘ZHHIHH“W*.
thisr making the world safe ¢ven in their dotage.

wracy The futility of parliamentary coatrol
ription is to compel our youth in this war may lead to a misconception,
ht in, and the Working Class to ’fﬁﬁiil_nq:h—ﬂ. It
¢ for, a war they did not will and 8 not. The collapse of
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functions may become transformed and
adapted in accord with the new condi-

Lions, as plwn-nd h:rth_l..uh T—-l

:

the pmhurh.

Parli showed itself utterly
fatile in the crisis. The -
preme utility aftached to parliamentarism
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