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The Class Struggle
During War

By ROSA LUXEMBURG

(Beiore she could fGnish this sricle. Kosa
Lusemburg was sent fo prison to scrve &
sentemce ior anti-mulitarist agitation. It ap-
peared i The Jmternational, 3 magaring siarted
by Frana Mehring and Kosa Lusemburg, and
suppressed by the censor upon the appearance
of the hifet hase |

HE German Swocial Democracy

handed in its political resignation on
August 4, 1914. On the same day the
Socialist Internatiomal collapsed. All at-
tempts to deny this fact or to conceal
it merely serve to perpetuate the condi-
tions which brought it about.

This collapse is without a parallel in
history. Socialism or Imperialism—ithis
is the altermative which summed up the
political life of the various labor parties
of the world during the past decade. In
Germany cspecially it has formed the
basis of countless programs, discussions
and publications. Ome of the chiel pur-
poses of the Social Democracy has been
the correct formulation of thought and
sentiment with regard to this alternative.
» With the outbreak of the war the word
became 'flesh; the altermative changed
from a historical tendency to a political
situation. Face to face with this al-
ternative as a fact the Social Democracy,
which had been the first to recognire it
and bring it to the consciousness of the
working class, struck its sails and with-
out a struggle conceded the victory to
Imperialism. Never before, since there
have been a class struggle and political
parties, has there existed a party which,
after fifty years of uninterrupted growth,
after the attainment of a pre-emunent po-
stion of power, has thus by its own act
within twenty-four hours wiped itself off
the map.

The apologists for this act, Kautsky
among them, mamtain that the whaole
duty of Sociualists in tme of war s to
remain silent. Socialism, they say in ef-
feci, is a power for peace, not against
war. But there is a logic of gvents none

to % war they

by the stern

cialist agitation in to help mini-
mize the of war, and the Socialist
party leaders who spend their time in the

guided by entirely new principles. Aflver
war has actually begun the great question
for each proletariat is: Victory or de-
feat? Or, as an “Austro-Marxist™ ex-
plains, a nation, like any other organism,
must preserve its existence. In plain
language this means : The proletariat has
not one fundamental principle as K{I'l
tific Socialism heretofore maintained, by
two, one for peace and another for war.
In time of peace, we are to suppose, the
workers are to take cognizance ol the
class struggle within the nation and of
international solidarity in relation to
other countries ; in time of war, on the
other hand, class solidarity becomes the
dominant feature of nternal affairs and
the struggle against the workers of other
countries dominates the proletarian view
of foreign relations. To the great his-
toric appeal of the Communist Manifesto
is added an important amendment and it
reads now, according to this revision
“Workers of all lands unite in peace and
cat one another's throats in war!
To-day, “Down with the Russtans and
French!” to-morrow, “We are brother
all!™
This convenient theory introduces an
tnlir-rlj- novel revision of the economic
interpretation of history.  Proletaran
tactics before the outbreak of war and
after must be based on exactly opposite
principles. Thiy presupposes that social
conditions, the bapes of our tactics, are
fundamentally different in war f{rom
what they are in peace. According 1o
the economic interpretation of history as
Marx etsablished it, all hastory 15 the his
tory of class struggles. According to
the new revision, we must add: excep
im limes of war “Now human dJdevel
opment has been periodically marked by
wars. Therefore, according 1o this new
theory, social development has gone on
according to the following formula; a
peniod of class struggles, marked by class
solidarity and conflicts within the na-
tions ; then a period of national solidanty
s ool o
L < w
moment bf the signing of a treaty
of peace, they are restored.  This is not,
evidently, progress by means ol succes-
sive “: it is rather progress
by means of a series of somersaults. So-
cety develops, we a1+ 10 suppose, like
an iceberg Boating d-.wn & warm curremt ;
its lower portion 13 melted away, it turns
over, and continues this process indefin-
ely.
Noy all the known facts of human his-
ﬁ straight counter to this new
. They show that there is a neces-
sary and dialectic relation between the
class struggle and war. | The class strug-
gle develops into war war develops
mto the class struggle thus their es-
sential wnity s . It was s¢ in the
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medieval cities, in the wars of the Re--

{ormation, in the Flemish wars of libera-
tion, in the Fremch Revolution, in the
American Rebellion, in the Paris Com-
mune, and in the Russian uprising in
[And now in 1917, in Russia,
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break of war inevitable. For
Kautsky loves to quote from C
“the continuation of politics
means.” And the imperialist
capitalist rule, through compet
lailding of armaments, has made
lusory, for it has placed us
thereby made war permanent. ,
Therefore our revised economic
pretation of history leads to & ¢
i ar mew reviiionists are
devil and the sea. Either the ¢
gle persists in war as the chief
dition of the proletanat and the
ration of class harmony by Soci:
crs 15 & crime against the
or carrying on the class stry
of peace is a crime against the
of the nation™ and the *
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The Internatior
Movement

I% spite of the suppression and d
tion of news and an abundance of
ors that contradsct each other, it
that in Russia the revolution is
but relentiessly getting the upp
Agrarian revolts are spreading, .
some sections the peasanty is
dividing the land and taking pe
The Council of Workmen's and
Delegates is wvirtmally giving ¢ ‘
d'ordre 10 the Provisional
and this revolutionary pressure
pelled the government offcially
clare against conquest and cnnex
It is a heartening thing—this deyp
of the Russian workers upon thei
action. They are waging the clas
gle energetically, relying upon thei
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rland.” Either class struggle or
harmony is the fundamental factor

r social lifeboth in peace and war.
L the International must remain a
of ruins after the war or its resur-
will take place on the basis of the
struggle from which & took its rise
first place. [t will not reappear by
at the playing over of the old tunes
th hypnotized the world before Aug-
W4 Unly by defimtely recogmizing and
ing our own weaknesses and fail-
since August 4, by giving up the tac-
introduced since that time, can we
gin the rebuilding of the International.
od the first step in this direction is agi-
for the ending of the war and the

A ing of peace on the | asis of the com-

interests of the international prole-
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* Againét Capitalism

Tuese is a strike of 500 workers in

e railroad shops at Hagerstown, Md

als is what the New York Eveming Sun

editorially : “Any serious attem;«

¥ - @ripple or paralyze the industry of the

MRIiry n_the interest of some minor

Wp or groups of its workers will

) Mse peneral resentment and damoage

reputation of union labor™ e
d Worry about mur reputaton '

-

A sTuxe is developing in the Lumber

-~ Trast district of Montana where a com

plete tic-up is expected. Indian: irom
M rt[uu:d o scals, IHH.nlun =
com the L. W. W. have enthusiastu

. . i b ]
er and nol upon pros ¥ !
,;Ff:..ur!. 1lﬂ'nl.-il Th-eml 3 h bakers in Chicago, out an ~'.:L-r
Assembly that . - wlf:r' the mayor to seriously
e 3'! -:Hu . - - i federal intervention. The bosses
::::“ “1: ‘,:::ntn-“ hl' » sble to supply less than ten per cent
rugghe. it i precisely ;
. ! | sormal demand, according 1o new .
;::::tiutlmrr activity that the ; The mmion bakers. who are
o i b= ’ for more wages and better con-
Tue great majority of the pasert they will stay out wntil
Party not only supports the Gov -‘ t nds are granted
| L

but takes ap active part in its o
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At the Zimmerwald Confere
deron and Merrheim were the F
delegates. They denoynced the
sacre,” or civil truce, without, ho
breaking completely with the social pa=
triots.

In Kienthal, t¥e French opposition was
represented by Blanc, Raffm Dupres
Brizon. They were the fint to
against the war credits, although

As a matter of fact, this
walder and Kienthal group,
writing sharp articles against the

gress in favor of an International Con-
ference through the old International
Bureau and to modify the policy of the
civil peace, but not to give up their
support in defense of the country.

Only a hundred votes were cast im
fayor of the resolution of Loriot and
ll“lﬂd:rulhrnnlm bases s
action against defense upon the fact that
the French Government cannot claim to
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not offer definite peace proposals and ar-

Tue Voung People's Intermational of
March (No. 7) takes an
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oung People’s Organisation in
Sweden. The letter directs itself par-

column of the Y. F. 5. L.
—all we l-itﬂ

i L]

and it is left to the

palize that sentiment in

[ ‘H. w Ko Iﬁd'ﬁ'l s} Opeose DO

bription when it comes. Already news

from many quarters reportsthe organiza-

| tiom of Anti-Conscription Leagues. The

1Y. P. 5. L. members should COnSCript

the young people of their own city, vil-
lage or town in such leagues.”

In its headquarter notes Solidarity
mys: “All class-conscwous members of
the |. W. W. are conscientionsly opposed
0 spilling the hife blood of h n beings,
mot for religions reasoms, as are the
rs and Friendly Societies, but be-
we believe that the interests and
wellare of the working class in all coun-
| irves are identical.  Whils we are butterly
opposed to the Imperial Capftanstic Gov-
ermment of Germany, we are against
slaughtering and maiming the workers oi
any country. In many lands our mem-
bers are suffering imprisonment, death
and abuse of all kinds in the class war,
which we are waging for social and in-
dustrial justice.”

Baawcn Baooxeyw of the S. P. 1. A
adopted a resolution to answer questions
80 and 51 of the military census form
in New York State as follows :

Question 50 : “Do you claim exemption
from military service™ to be answered
with “Yes"

This resolution was also presented at
the borough meeting of the Socialist
- Party of Local King's County and car-
overwhelming vote. It will

Lt our flag run out straight to the wind !
The old red shall be Acated again
When the ranks that are thin shall be

WENTY thousand Englishmen have
made their protest against compal-
sory military service in the past half year,
by claiming exemption based om consci-
entious objections. The majority of them
accepted “alternative service,” many were
finally exempted for some other reasom,
and about five thousand thrown into jail.

The majority of the conscientious ob-
jectors are workers and a great number
of them are Socaalists. The anti<con-
scription propaganda has been carried on
with such vigor and conwviction, that the
general temper gradually has improved.
T'he brutal oatrages against the objectors
has caused so much protest, as to stop
some of the most ferocious manilesta-
Linnd,

In the earlier period filty objectors
were forcibly transported to the war zone
m France and after again reflusing mili-
tary orders were court martialed and
condemned to death. Strong protests in
England. however, changed these sen-
tences into ten years' penal servitude.
Others were beaten and tortured by mili-
tary authorities in so-called “special
rooms,” and denied tral Gradually,
however, there developed a more syste-
matic treatment, combined of course with
special offenses and ill-treatment, differs
ing. according to local authonties and
local conditions. The system works out

as follows
1 e . ) | conscienlvons 1|'||;|1'L!|.l'p 1§
turmed over to the military authonties

and with few exceptions is court mar-
tialed and sentenced to imprisonment,
generally for 112 days in a cwil prison.
During this period the Central Tribunal
decides whether the objector is “genu-
ine,” and if found so, he s offered “al
termative service of “natonal impor
tance” under the so-called " Home Office”
scheme. [{ he refuses to accept this, he
1% sentenced (o a lomger term an prison,
and 30 on

Calbert Canaan, who claimed to have
been {or many years a conscieniious ob-
jectur to the whole state of modern so-
ciety and therefore was a conscientious
OL)ECION AgAMMS WA, was out

-
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accepted on a that he
as a Socialist to whom Socialism is a re-
ligion, based upon a belief in Interma-
tional Brotherhood. One of the judges
called this “political,” but the majority
agreed that: “Though the objections are
rather based wpon moral than upon re-
ligious grounds, they are acceptable as
conscientions objections,” which, how-
ever, did mot keep our comrade out of
jail, because he refused 1o do “alternative
seETVice.”

Lately the proceedings have been sys-
tematized by decisions of the “Central
Tribunal,” as follows :

1. Absolute exemptioh is ruled out
entirely, although this is clearly against
the spirit of the law.

2. It is destied that men who are op-
posed to this particular war, or who are
prepared to take buman hie under certain
circumstances, are C. (.5 at all

3. It is declared that to young penple
exemption should be refused, because
their views cannot be regarded as “de-
‘liberate and settled” Membership in a
Socialist orgamization is in itsell consid-
ered no evidence of a conscientions ob-
jection to military service.

Aganst these rubngs, although net
binding for the local judges, the No<Con-
scription Fellowship carries an intensive
propaganda. It certainly requires au-
dacity to demand that young people shall
kill and be killed, and at the same time
deny them judgment because of being

Allen argued: “] am a Secialist and so
hold in all sincerity that the life and per-
_litrﬂﬂ-r-nh_-nd.uiht

there is of divinity in every
—*}«thﬂh
to which he 1 cannot betray my

Conscientious
in England

worst oppressors, and now tHat Belgium

is invaded [ am about to be compelled to
defend her. . . . Even Germans or
any aliens who are white men are pre-
ferred to us. | have been buffeted from
one labor exchange to amother. . . .
In view of these circumstances, and also
the fact that | have a moral objection to
all wars, | would sacrifice my rights
rather than fight.”

There is no doubt that extensive argu-
ing before the different courts and the
courage of comviction shown by a great
number of Socialists will bear results,
if not at once, then in the near future.

BES[DF-'E of the Socialist parties and
the Industrial Workers of the
World, a campaign against militarism
and conscription is being carried on by
several other orgamizatons, among which
the American Union Against Militarism
and the Emergency Peace Federation are
well known.

A special organization for the purpose
of ressting conscription is the No Com-
seriphion Fellowship, with a platform as
follows : “We believe that all men are
brothers, that liberty of conscience is a
fundamental purpose of true democracy,
and that the highest service to our coun-
try and our fellowmen calls us to uphold
|I-.§'ulnh; therefor: we are opposed
to war and must resist any compalsory
servick in actual war.”

The No Comsemiprion Alliamce is a

umilgr organization, with the following -

pledge : “We are onalterably opposed to
war and we affirm the duty of the indi-
vidual to follow the dictates of his own
conscience ; therefore we can't fecepe
any mulitary or other compulsory service,
which is in conflict with these ideals.”
These organizations do not carry om
an actual propaganda, but enroll and sup-
port perspns who are willing to sign the
pledge. :

e

v -

"

have signed this

1167 Boston Road :

In addition to these organizations there
are a large number of local groups
pledge | to refuse military service in any
form.

Revolution !

| Comtimmd Framm mage |
and that it will never be because rea-
son i against it. You are wrong,
Gentlemen. Utopia is the most terrible
reality on earth. It has
pires and executed kings and torn
down temples and obliterated gods.
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In the Broax, New York on Aslh'




