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Jewish Federation Leaves Socialist Party Tentative Statement of the Position and Purposes of the Workers'

The Jewish Socialist Fed?ratibn has ‘wm%dﬁ“;ﬁ
trom the Socialist Party. The cnnv@ntm? e in
New York, September 3-3, called spemﬁcah y4‘;0 5513-
sider withdrawal from thedp%t}frarslgfwe

gal arty and ; _
gaﬁiﬁg:g?tﬁgeaftituydﬁ of thg: entire convention,
that of both sides in it, canatltutec} aimm}m{i{mrgd
demonstration against the old nrgamzat%ﬂn o tltt{-;l'
ris Hillquit, Victor Berger, Gerber, branstettef,

r, etc.

St'elslhr:il%bg:eer?; the main issue cmnsumefl full}; F;;E
hours, evenly divided between the 1}1‘3}5311::% -
con’s. The defenders of “law and or ?’t u e
status quo in the party, had not one %\Eﬂt‘ hn *??Em
favor of the party. Fear for the new, u:;r t] i % -11.,-'(}:-
into the unknnwnﬂ"’ x;asﬁa;_l ’;h;i;iuld ind 1 i

- ine in the Socialist Pariy. '
ﬂf';?lr:af:;rglgists organized into 2 ]ﬁ:wcllsh :’}lﬂaftézfi
(Verband) within the party. The with raw-;tl?-rhi
eration retains its t;lameﬁorga{l{rzezﬁl,?!}, P;:fw:n 1& fc:;;'ldf)),
its ly paper, the “INaye ,
Ei;eebkogkppﬁ}blishing plant and other valuable

assets.

The 33 delegates who voted for the Socialist.

what is known in Gogol's classic
f[?'i:}rﬂ:e‘?g:;;tgiuls.” While still in sessu:-nf the
convention continually received telegrar?s.l Lr:::;
the membership 11 the branclﬁs, ;;E:zﬂcﬂ; E?hcm

‘wed in the party, urgently

;irzilﬁegl:ihip thz;tﬂn}c; longer sails under the revb-
luti cialist flag. o
luE}'clj':lemj?E'wSi:h Fnrwarg, the powerful daily 1n ﬁew
York, with editions n haljf a dozen uthler ci ﬁls,
played a rather peculiarly interesting role 1r e
pr?fseegiligtllatinn and advertising agents ?.’11 mrﬁr
the country “delivered” the delegates with the
votes for the Socialist Party. The publishing asso-
ciation that runs the daily place’{l an embargo m:
all and any criticism in the paper’s columns agains
thngsr:{,e entire editorial Staff’ﬂf the Forward
went with the seceding Federation, the excephEn
being the editor-in-chief, ”Abraham. Cahan, who
“oives a rap for the party,” and Business Manager
Alderman Vladek, who “knows better.”

‘hus the Federation lined up on its :51(1& such
tried and proved Socialists as Morris Winchevsky
(the Grandfather of Jewish ﬁgcmhsm); Mmssa:g:
J. Olgin; Dr. B. Hoffman (Zl}-’len); Harry Rogoft,
until the day of the convention the acting -Edljfi:i
of the Daily Forward, Lohput, and P. Novick.
these people left the staft of the Forward.

It is not, however, the aligning of the ‘leadmg
Jewish Socialists on the side of the I*_“ederatmn*thgat
ade its convention a red letter day in the Socialist
movement of the country. The clear-cut position
taken by the Federation on all the current issues
of the day, its uncompromising and well-consid-
ered attitude toward the Third Interngtmnal, the
problems of Political Action, Trade Union Tactics,
Soviet Rule, Dictatorship of the Proletariat, and

other questions, make for the importance of this
step. The statement of withdrawal follows:

THESES ON WIiTHDRAWAL FROM THE
S. P. ADOPTED AT THE CONVENTION

The Jewish Socialist Tederation was organized as a cqnt;
tral body of Jewish language branches of the party, WI;:I
a sincere obligation to work m the party and through the
party for the realization of the ideals of revolutionary
Marxian Socialism. _ o

The members and leaders of the Jewish Socialist Federa-
tion realized and have at scveral conventions pointed El.ijlt
that the party was far from being a revolutionary Socia 151:'
organization in many Insiances, both with r?gard to gen
eral formulation of principles as well as tactics. Qur cr;lt-
iciem was comradely, We sought to convince from the
inside. _ _

But the international revolutionary movement, which
followed in the wake of the world-war, put the party to a
test, along with the other seciions of the world movement.
The time came to speak in clear-cut Socialist terms. In
this the party failed. It remained silent.

The crisis in the party followed. The split of 1919 was
the first consequence of this failure. The fnrmatmnluf the
left wing strengthened the reactionary element in the
party. This we foresaw -and we oppr{sed the step from
the outset. It was tactically wrong. The Left Wing was
cqually wrong in point of principle, and time has proven
to us and to the left elements the correctness of our posi-
tion. We remained in the party, giving the party mem-
hership the warning that the future would test the ability
of the leaders to withstand the temptation to join the
camp of the reactionaries.

They have not stood the test. They tried to deceive us.

ough for a short time only. They showed their cnlpfs a
?Ewuimnths after the Chicago (1919) Convention. I'hey
took the position that they always had been and under all
~onditions would remain a non-militant party of law-
abiding reform “Socialists,” although they were not op-
posed to coquetting at times with revolutionary phrases.

The Aibany chapter of party history cannot _be‘recalleij
too often, but we do not intend to repeat again in detail
what transpired there. The whole conduct of the Albany
trial aimed to show that the party 1s law-abiding before
everything and is out for respectability at any cost.

The defense disavowed the Third International, shelved
all pretense to party discipline, and convicted ghrnugh 1ts
spokesmen the Soviet Government and the Soviet Regime.

Yet the disgrace heaped upon the Socialist movement
by the Albany trial cannot be measured alone by 1ts be-
trayal of all Socialist principles. Tt remained for the hN.ew

‘ork (1920) Convention to complete the infamy, this Deing
the theoretical approval of the actual hetrayal of Soctalism.

Even Comrade Debs felt obliged to state that the party
looked more like a party of politicians than a party of
workers. o

The 1920 election proved the actual demoralization of
the party from the point of view of membership, influence
and activity. It showed that no more could there be any
hope that the Socialist Party would survive, that 1t could
be resurrected in the Socialist sense. It became impossible
for a serious Socialist to remain in the party.

We decided to put the party to a test on the issue of the
Third International, its spirit, its principles, its aspirations.
This is why we remained thru the Detroit Convention.

But all Socialist fundamentals were deserted at Detroit
in June. The convention there refused to take a positive
stand on any question except that dealing with political
fusion, adopting the tactics of discredited, bankrupt poli-

ns. )
tchI: put the Third International, the Department of Justice
and American capitalism on the same basis. The party
that was already dead now received its spiritual burial.

Under these circumstances the convention declares that
the Jewish Socialist Federation can no longer remain 1n
the Sccialist Party and is withdrawing from it, individually
and collectively.

Council of the United States of America

The Workers’ Council of the United States has
been called into being for the purpose of aiding in
the struggle to unite all class-conscious working-

class groups into a truly revolutionary Socialist
organization.

It pledges itself to aid in the effort to establish a
Socialist Soviet Republic in the United States.

For immediate organization purposes it offers the
following tentative draft of a program upon which
all such revolutionary elements can unite:

1. THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL:—Un-
conditional affiliation with the Third International.

2. DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLE-
TARIAT :—The transitional period, following the
inevitable breakdown of the capitalist system, may
take a long time and will unavoidably be accom-
panied by civil strife in one form or another. At
such a time the new order has a right to defend it-
self, and the Communist-conscious workers and
their party are then duty-bound to disregard the
formal rights of the bourgeoisie as a minority of
the people and build the power of the workers as
the great majority upon suth a strong basis and
with such guarantees that the revolution will not be
endangered by counter-revolution from within nor
intervention from without.

3. POLITICAL ACTION-—Participation in all
political activities, as well as electoral campaigns,
in order to utilize them for the purpose of carrying
the Communist message to the masses. But the
parliamentary struggle is only one form of the po-
litical struggle of the working class for its eman-
cipation. The political struggle must never be cir-
cumscribed by purely parliamentary activity; on
the contrary, it must be extended in all possible
spheres.

4. THE TRADE UNIONS:—We must make
clear to the workers that in the struggle for the abo-
lition of the wages system, the economic organiza-
tions of the workers are a most important factor,
and that to be most effective, labor must be imbued
with the spirit of the class struggle; must aim at the
complete abolition of the capitalist system; must
work for the re-organization of labor along indus-
trial lines to meet with equal force the ever-extend-
ing industrial forces of capitalism, and that it must
be aggressive in its tactics and methods.

5. FORM OF ORGANIZATION :—It must pro-
vide for the concentration of power and authority
within the party in the hands of the executive com-
mittee, subject to control by the membership. The
Workers’ Council will carry on all its work as an
open organization. ‘

6. PARTY PRESS, ELECTED OFFICIALS
AND MEMBERS OF TRADE UNIONS:—The
party executive shall have complete control of the
press and the activities of all elected officials, with
the power of expelling officials who fail in their
duty to the party and the workers. It shall also co-

ordinate and direct the work of the party members
in the trade unions.

Upon the basis of this tentative statement the
Workers’ Council of the United States issues a call
for a National Conference to be held some time dur-

ing November, the exact time and place to be an-
nounced at an early date.

* * *

Direct all requests for information to J. Louis
Engdahl, Secretary, Workers’ Council of the
United States of America, Room 233, 80 East 11th
Street, New York City, N. Y.

Competition Among Sleuths

The Socialist Party, its secretary, Otto Branstetter,
and the Call, New York party daily, parade in the
role of informer and agent provocateur of the depart-
ment of justice in the issue of the Call, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6, page 7.

The Call becomes a party to these spy activities by
voluntarily giving space to Branstetter’s latest, entitled
“Communists Try ‘Legal’ Work,” in which the So-
cialist secretary glories in his ability as a sleuth by
proclaiming that the American Labor Alliance 1s
“simply an alias of the United Communist Party,

camouflaged in an attempt to secure the support of
the workers under false pretences.”

Branstetter thus joins the quixotic Feigenbaum
of the Call in taking bread and butter out of the
mouths of underpaid secret service agents who
must do this dirty work for a living.

The American Labor Alliance is a federation of
organizations. The U. S. secret service, now
headed by that king of dime novel detectives, “Bill”
Burns, has been exerting every effort to link these
organizations with the Communist Party. But
without success, because there is no connection be-
tween them except the solidarity that should unite
the ranks of all class conscious labor.

What the police hounds have failed to do, Bran-
stetter, Feigenbaum and Co. brilliantly achieve with
a few mesmeric waves at a typewriter. Great is

the power of the traitor. Capitalism daily recruits
new renegades. . *

LATER.—Branstetter is unanimously re-elected
national secretary of the Socialist Party by the

party executive. Feigenbaum ought to go to con-
gress, at least.



