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The Left ng Manifesto and Program Fier

FTER having indioted the dﬂrmnant moderate
Socialism and indicated the social conditions
that produced it, the Manifesto proceeds to pro-

ject the fundamentals of revolutionary Socialism:

Revolutionary Socialists hold, with the founders of
scientific Socialism, that there are two dominant classes
in modern society—the bourgecisie-and the prolétariat;
that between these two classes a struggle must go on,
until the working class, through the abolition of the
capitalist state and- the establishinent of- the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, creates a Socialist system Rev-
olutionary Socialists do not believe that they can be
voted into power. They struggle for the conquest of
power by the revolutionary proletariat. Then comes
the transiton period from Capitalism to Socialism,
of which ,nMirx speaks in his Criticism of the Gotha
Prugram “Between the capitalistic society and the com-

. rnum:tu:. lies the p:r:ud of the ftvoltmnnary transform-
ation of the one into the other. This corresponds to a
political transition period, in which the state cannot
tre anything else but the rawluhumrr dl{:tatnrshnp of
the proletariaf”

The class struggle is fundamental tn Socialism. It
is the material basis for realizing the ideal of Socialism.

But- the class struggle is not as simple as nmderatc
Socialism makes it appear.

The two dominant classes in society are the proleta-
riat and the bourgeoisie,—the workers and the capital-
ists. In between these two dominant class divisions
there are other minor divisions, which are.an import-
ant factor in the social struggle.

Moderate Socialism comprises its policy in an attack
npon the larger capitalists, the trusts; and maintains
that all other divisions in suciet}r-—mcludmg the lesser

~ capitalists and the middle class, the petite bourgeoisié,

—are material for the Socialist struggle against Cap-
italism. Moderate Sncialism says. in substance: So-
cialism is a struggle of all the people against the trusts

‘and bir capital ; and it makes the rea]lzarmn ‘of Social-

ism depend unon the unity in action of “the people,”
of the workers, the small capitalists, the small invest-
ors, the professions.—in short, moderate Socialism
actuallv_depends unon the petite bourgeoisie for the
realization of Socialism. But these non-proletarian
rlasses are not at.all revolutionary. simply “liberal;”

‘and moderate Socialism in action becomes dr.rpend:nt
vpon a liberal progressivism which makes for State
(apitalism and promotes Capitalism; and which. more--

over, under the conditions of Imperialism is directly
covmtef-revolutionary.
Revolutionary Socialism, in accord with Marx and

the actual facts of the class struggle, makes the real-

rzation of Socialism depend upon the industrial pro-
letariat. Revolutionary Socialism, moreover, excludes
the aristocracy of labor from the revolutionarv move-
ment. these skilled workers béing united in policy with
rettv honrrenis nroeressivism.  The realization of So-

cialism is the task of one class alone—the class of the .

proletariat.

- The class strurgle of revolutionary Socialism mobil-
izes the industrial oroletariat against Capitalism.—that
nroletariat which is homogeneous, united and discip-
lined hv the machine process. and which actually con-
t=ols the hasic industrv of the nation. In this class
strueele, revnlntionav Socialism rejects comprpmise
with anv. nther class in society: it is a strugele of the
nroletariat arainst all other social groups. The small
housenisie and the aristocracy of labor can he forced

. . into line after the nroletariat has imnosed its will upon
ere~+y, and organized the “state” of proletarian dictat-

orehin,
Mnderate Sgeialism is compromising. vacillatine,
treacherrus, heranse the social elements it depends

nan—the small houreenisie and the aristocracv of

} ; they
vocillate between the bourpeoisie and the proletariat;
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Rm!nﬂomlry Socialism
their social mstafu’lltjr produces political mstahlhty,
they have been seduced by Impen.ahsm and are. now’
united with Imperialism. '
Revolutionary Socialism is unc:t:-mpmmmng, resol-

=

. ute, fevolutionary, because it builds upon the industrial

proletariat, which is actually a producing class, expro-
priated of all property, in.whose consciousness the

technologieal integration- of . the mar:hme prn-c:ess'
"has developed the concepts of integrated unionism and

imass action. Revolutionary Socialism adheres to the
class struggle because thruugh the class struggle alone
—the mass struggie—can, this . industrial proleta-
riat¢ secure immedjate :corcessions and ﬁnall_v,- impose
its_will upoen society, in this way forcing the vacillating
aristocracy of labor and the petite bourgeoisie to make
the decision of aligning with the proletariat. :
The class. struggle, according to Marx, is a political

struggle. It is a political struggle in the sense that its
purpose is political—the overthrow of one social sys- -

tem and its government, and 'the introduction of a new
social system and its government. The rn:'.ruluttnnary
class struggle is political, since its objective is the con-
quest by the revolutionary proletariat uf the power
of the state.

The state is the expression of a partlculiu' social
svstem and its ruling class. It is organized to impose
the will of a class upan society. The state is organized
coercion: the bourgeois state is organized to coerce
the proletariat. The proletariat must conquer this
state, destrov this state. destroy this political power
of the capitalist ruling class, and organize a new pro
letarian state for the coercion of the bourgeoisie bv
the proletariat,

REFnlﬂtmﬂal"j’ Socialism does not propose to “cap
ture” the hnurgef-m parliamentarv state, but to conquer
and destroy it. Revolutionary Socialism, accurdmg"},
repudiates the policy of intreducing Socialism by means
nf legislative m;asureq on the basis of the bourgeois

‘estate. This state is a bourgeois state: how, then, can

it introduce Socialism?. As long as the bourgenjs-
parliamentary state prevails. the capitalist class is in
nower; it can baffle the will of the nroletariat. since

all the. political -power, the army and the police, the.

nressand industry, are in the contfol of the cavitalists.
The revolutionary proletariat must expropriate’ all
these by the connuest of nower, by annihilating- the
mﬁtival power of the cavitalists, before it can begin
the task of introducine Socialism.
_ Revolutionary Socialismr, acenrdingly. proposes to
ronauer the nower of the state. It nroposes to conauer
hv means of political dotion in the Marvian sense,
And political action in the revolutionary Marxian sense
dres not simply mean narliamentarism. but the closs
action nf the proletariat in anv fo
chiective the conovest of the power of the state.
Parliamentarv action is necessary. On the field of
the state; of parliament, the nroletariat meets the can-
italist on.all general issues of the class strueele. The
revolutionary proletariat must fight the canitalist on
all fronts. in the process of developing that final action
which will conauer the nower of the state, and over-
throw Canitalism. Pnrharnentary nolitical -action,
arcordinely, is revolutionary:-its task is to exnose
throueh the fornm of parliament, the machinations of
the state and Capitalism. to meet Canitalism on all
iesp=s, to rallv the oroletariat for the struerle against
Canitaliam. The nurpose of Socfalist narliamentary
nolitical action is tn emnhasize and clarify the revolu-
tinnary character of the class struggle.

.the state for the proletariat. -To i

- ise,

that. has as .its
. adtate to coerce the hourgeoisie, since the proletarian
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But parliamentarism cannot conquer the power of
ne that Sﬁual--
iSM ¢an. secure a majority in the purhammts is, Sheer -
Utopia, a refusal to understand that Enpﬂaham oan-
use the ﬁwﬂ ﬂf the state to dmf'randlme ‘.I:hu wurki.!rﬁ 1*,

-1f necessary. " -

.The conquest of the pawer of ¢he stata ;IE'HJ'I’ e:;t;ﬂ-
parham:ntar_'f act. It is accomplished,’ nu-t by the.
legislative representatives of the. pruletanat “but-by
the mass power. -'Jf the proletariat in action, by ﬂ'm,-
dynamic mass action of the proletariat: . ‘The supreme
power. of the proletariat inheres.in the political mass
strike, in using the industrial powcr of thr. pmleta,ﬂat
fﬂr litical objectives. -

. The Belgian ‘['-"I;H']IEI'S secured the frirrr;hisn by mﬁins
of the political strike. . The Russian revolution start_&d

- with political strikes of the masses. The prple:-~"-* in

the process of conquering the power of the state n.

start ‘with the political thass strike,” which alone . -
dynamic, which alone represents power and can, muhﬂ-
ize the proletariat for the revnlutmnarjr 5truggle agamst

* Capitalism, - "

Revu]utmn; Socialism, accurdmgl}r, recognizes '
that the supreme fornt of proletarian political action
15 the political mass strike. Parliamentarism is a factor -

- in developing this mass strike; parlidmentarism, if it .

is revolutionary and adhf.-rcs to the class struggle, per-
forms necessary service in mobilizirig the proletariat
for the mass struggle against Capitalism.

Moderate Socialism refuses to recognize this stn-
reme form of political action, limits and stultifies p-
itical action into legislative routine and, petty ‘bou
reois parliamentarism. . This is a negation of the mas
character of the proletarian strugglc, a bﬂtra]ral ﬂf the
tasks of the Revolution.

The power of the proletariat to conquer Capita.
lies not in its numbers—which are Scattered and ca
‘he nulliied—but in its control of the industrial process.
The mobilization of this proletarian industrial control
against Capitalism means the end of Capitalism ; and

-this proletarian industrial “control can be mobilized

onlv by means of the political mass strike.

What is the purpose of the final political mass strike,
nf revolutionary mass action? To conquer the power
nf the state. How is this accomplished ? By desttoying:

.'H"IE bourgeois parliamentary state and organizing .2

new state; the state of the organized producers, of the -

workers in the plants and the farmers in the fields.
The revolutionary proletariat organizes a new statﬁ. '

hased on industrial divisions and the industrial franch-

- But the abolition of the bourgeois political state
dAnes not immediately dispose of the. political state.
The nroletariat itself needs a state during the transitin-
neriod from Capitalism to Socialism, a state rep

ing force, with which to coerce the bonrgeoisie.

state is an organ of coercion. The bouregeois state
coeérces the proletariat, Tht proletariat must organize

ronoust of power will have reserves for action against
the nroletarian rf:mlutmn -

This state of the revolutionary pmletanat function-
ing as a proletarian dictatorship. serves two functions:
1}.to completely expropriate the hourgeoisie and
crush its-power of resistance: and 2) to introduce the

new system of Cpmmunist Socialism. oreanized int-
worally and based upon the industrial administration
f the industrially, communisticallv organized nrod-
ncers. After this task is accomnlished the nolitical

" state of the proletariat disappears. together with:coer-

cion and proletarian dictatorship, then-we shall have,
wnder Socialism, not the government of pcrsuns, l:-ut

.the administration of things.

The Bolshevik Agitation in Hungary

T THT time when the rentile press of the Allies
was insisting that the Bolsheviki had defimitely

nroven that thev wére pro- German by signing the

Brest-Litovsk peace, the Bolshevik party was activelv
agitatfion among the
Austro-German prisoners of war in Russia. among the
Austrn-German troops, and in Austria, Hungary and

_f"rErmanv

The wnrk nf orzanizing the Hungarian prisoners
was put in charge of Bela Kun, a Magyar Socialist,
himsel a prisoner in one of the concentration camps.
To-dav Bela Kun is ‘head of the Soviet republic of
Hungarv. The origin of the upheaval that turned the
ancient Hungarian realm into a stronghold of Bolshe-
vism certainly deserves the adjective humble. It was
n four page paper. nublished in the Magvar
language at Moscow twice a week under the title
“Sracialis Forradalom.” meaning “social revolution.”

The first number of “The Social Revolution” was
issued on April 2. 1918, Its editorial office was in
rnom 201 of the Hotel Dresden, Moscow. The first
rumber carried ‘an article by N. Bucharin, editor of
the “Communist,” entitled “Why Are We Commun-
ists?"" Another article, ht.adlmed “And You Will

Rehel Yet,” addressed to the German and the Austro-
Hungarian armies, appeared with tne signature of
Karl Radek. Bela Kun had a two column editorial
entitled “What Is Imnerialism?"”

The programme of the new paper “was announced
on paee ome as follows: .

“With the first issue of “The Social Revolution’ 3
little group of Magyar Communists joins the battle
for the international social revolution. We have to
strueele on two fronts at the same time.

“We shall fieht ruthlessly, without compromise, tor
the destruction of the n%r:ﬁur of proletarians and
poor peasants: the social Brder based on canitalistic
production. But we shall fight none the Tess ruthlessly
acainst the official Social Democratic. parties, which
hefore and durine the war have betrayed the cause of
proletarian liberation.

“We stand firmly on the basis of class war. Under
no circumstances do we recognize a social truce.

“Our creed is revolutionary Marxism. To spread
this dectrine, the scientific exprtamnn of proletarian
class struggle, in a popular form, so as to make it
intelligible ¢o all, will be one ﬂf the principal mms of
this newspaper,

“Our aim is tHe.armed rebellion of proletarians and
neasants-for the capture of the power of state: smal
revolution without delay.”

The paper contains several articles attacking hitterhr _
the German Majoritv Socialists Jed by Scheidemnann,
as well as the official Social Democratic party of Hung-
arv. The Stockholm conference is assailed as a react:-
onary bourgeois gathering. -

The peace of Brest-Litovsk is denn'unfqd 4n t}le
article bv Radek as “the peace of the victorious brig-
ands,” He flavs the proletarian soldiers of Germany,
Avetria and Hungary for their submissiveness, for
their “treachery toward the Russian revolution,” and
concludes:

“You will have to rise against your governments,
vou German, ‘Austrian. Magyar slaves, because nobodv
else can do that job for you. The German gove .
ment is the bulwark of reaction in Europe. Germa-
is the prison of peoples. " It is up to you, slaves, i .
+onir duty, to blow up the sates of that prison. Every-
thine else is futile: Revolution or a slow bleeding tc
death ; this can be the only choice. And you will rebel
}ref, n



