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Another Peace of Aggression

HIE terms imposed upon Austria by the Alles

arc terms of a victorious Imperialism, bent upon
aggrandizing itself and maintaining its supremacy.
The Austrians are bellowing in protest; but to what
avail* They accept Capitalism and reject the Rev-
olution: Capitalism must exploit and oppress them.
Dr. Renner, the “Socialist” head of the Austrian
Peace Delegation, was all urbanity at Pars, making
a “favorable” impression upon the diplomats. But
urbanity does not accomplish results for the proleta-
riat. Dr. Renner is the Austrian Scheidemann, who
during the witr userd all means to uphold the war and
the government. Fe is a social-patriot, and the evils
of his policy are now becoming apparent to the Aust-
rian proletariat. The Peace Conference in Paris,
while it reveals the malignity and Incompetence of
Capitalism, equally reveals the degenerate character
af the dominant moderate Socialism.  Tn' the revolu-
tionary class struggle.alone lies the hope of the pro-
letariat and of Socialism. &

But the revolutionary class struggle is flaring up in
Lurope.  Meace—“progressive” or reactionary—can--
not still it. The Junker government of Poland is moh-
ilization against the Communist—trying to disguise its
ntterly reactionary character. Tw (ermany, a new
Spartacan revolt is in preparation.  Austria itself may
fireak Inose in a new revolution.  In France, in Ttaly,
in Fngland. the proletariat is- awakening, seething
with an unrest that may soon hecome conscious rev-
olutionary action.  The Socialist Party of Norway
has affliated with the Communist International.

Peace is aggression, since Capitalism 7s aggression.
Communism is 1he proletarian answer to predatory
Capitalisim. Moderale Socialism and Capitalism must
make way for the revolutionary conquest of power by
the proletariat.

Mass Action in the Unions

T is heeoming characteristic of the large strikes

now in action that they are not only a revolt against
the emplovers. but equally a revolt against the old
unions. and the reactionary officials in control of these
unions.

These sirikes are mass movements, developing ont
of the npsurze of the membership itself, imposing its
will npen the unions,  Invariablv, the old wmnions and
the ibor liendenants of the capitalists in these unions
acl against the strike, practicing sabotage.

The great strikes in England were revolts against
the old unions and their officials, Tndeed, so marked
was this particular characteristic of tlie strikes that
the British government seriously considered proposals
for strengthening the “prestige”™ of the union officials
among the massesq--the “labor lieutenants” had be-
come a reeogenized hnlwark of Capitalisim.

The Seattle general strike was equally a mass move-
ment, opposed dw (he old union bureaucracy.  The
Americart Federation of labor officials even boasted
of the fact that the strike was largely mroken hecause
the international unions refused moral or fAnandial

support,

In Winnipeg and Toronto, and other cities of Can-
ala, the great general strike is as much a revolt against
the old unionism as i is against the employers, Chart-
ers are being revoked : union officials, in Canada and
the Ulrited States, are actively sabotaging the strike.
The mass movement behind this general strike. which
is unified about industrial unionism, started as a bolt
from the regular convention of the unions, and an
agitation to re-organize into industrial unions.

Thi« development is most important. It deserves

the consideration and study of every militant in the
movement. Out of it may come a revolutionary labor
movement.

The olid uniuns, dominantly, are reactionary, their
vhhicials corrupt, Dut there is unrest in these unions;
a membership, often hetrayed, is becoming- aware
that things are wrong, and is acting. We must direct
and organize this mass movement in the old unions.
The old unions must be split, precisely as they have
been split in Canada: amnd a new labor movement
forged aut of those elements in the A. F. of L. which
are unskilled and potentially revolutionary.

The problem of unionism is a crucial problem. The
reconstruction of the unions is a necessary task of
revolutionary  Socialism, in accord with mass action
anel proletarian dictatorship.

Industrial Democracy

I vconvention of the American Federation of

Labor is, 1f possible. still more reactionary than

usual. The Stone Age minds of the delegates,
who represent the bureaveracy much more than the
membership, are perpetrating a series of reactionary
acts that make one stagger.

Aceepting in toto the infamous peace treaty, reject-
edl even hy conservative labor in Europe ; repudiating
“industrial amalgamation” of the crafts, the A. F. of
.. degeneration of industrial unionisnt: dodging the
government suppression of “civil rights,” sabotagine
the Mooneyv strike. and suggesting “memoralizing”
Congress [or more "labor laws,"—-these constrtute the
spirit aned the acts of the convention. Reactionary
and petrified, s it any wonder that Fresident Wilson
fulsomely greets the convention?

Gompers, as usual. performs the task of indulging
in progressive camouflage. Tn his opening address,
this O)ld Man of the Sea said: “The dav of autocracy.
hoth industrial and political, is gone. The day for
readjustinent and reconstruction.is at hand. Those
whe oppose the new order are reckoning without their
hast.  We are making no unjust demands, but we are
moing to insist on an opportunity to live full, rounded
lives, worthy of the civilization of our fimes."”

ITaving applanded 1hese pious wishes, the conven-
tion then proceeded to wreak its reactiomary will upon
libor and the unions.

(rompers proposes reconstruction—in words. Cap-
talism equally proposes  reconstruction—in  words.
What are the deeds that Gompers proposes? Nothing
It making labor an appendage of the predatory de-
mocracy of Capitalism,

Reconstruction implies limiting, at least. the pre-
roerttives and power of the capitalists. But the A, F.
nf 1. as expressed in its officials, 15 actually strength-
ening Capitalism by mobilizing the workers against
the class strugele and accepting the Wilsonian pro-
gram. The \. T, of T.. is not even accepting the “re-
comstruction” program of the British Labor Party,
whicl is surelv nuwlerate. These Stone Age minds
are still wrapt in the past: they still consider craft
disputes more immortant than the mass struggle of the
warkers against Capitalism.  They are protectors of
Canitalism and betravers of the proletariat.

Industrial demureracy under Capitalism is a fraud.
Crompers may use the term, hut in his mouth its only
meamning is reactionary. Recognition of the unions,
collective bargaining, labor laws, being fawned upon
by o treacherous government,—all this does not con-
stitute industrial democracy, but its opposite.

nelinstriad antocracy must e broken, How? Gom-
pers offers no real answer.  The A, T. of L. has no
answer, since officially it is part and parcel of the
svstem of industrial antocracy, and serves the auto-
eracy of Capitalism,

hudustrial antocracy is hased wmm the private own-
ership of the means of production and distribution
Industripl antocraey means capitalist control of in-
dustry : niedostrial democracy means workers” control
of industry. The realization of industrial democracy,
aceorilingly, implics hreaking the power of the cap-
ilalists, ending privade ownership of industry, and
placter industey i the eontrol of the workers, organ-
teed industrially sonl communsisticallv,  All else s
vigsionary, treachery fo the ideals of the mildant work-
Crs, .

The AL F.oof 1. hurcaucracy s still reactionary, Tt
will persist in s reactionary  policv.—these labor
Hewtenants of the capitalist class must promote the
supremacy of Capitalism. These betravers of labor
have Tearnt nothing and forgotten nothing,  But the
workl 1= developing, New forces and new ideas are
coming 1o the front, producing & more conscious class
strugele against Capitalism.  These forces and ideas
are lecoming expressed 10 a mass movement to either
transforn the \. F. of 1.. or secede from it. Social-
isin musi assist in the development of this new, ag-
gressive movement of labor.

Strangling Russia

HE most contemptible thing about the war waged
by the Allies against Russia is the deceit and the
hypocrisy that accompany it,” Tt 1s a counter-

revolutionary war,—against the Russian masses,
against democracy, against civilization and humanity

Nor is this war against Russia accidental or incid:
ental. It is to the Allies much more important than
the war against Ciermany, since Soviet Russia men
aces the whole system of international Capitalism.
In other words, it is a class war between the reaction-
ary capitalists of the world and the revolutionary
workers of Russia. This class character of the war
arrainst Russia is now becoming apparent to all, events
being conclusive. The New York Times of May 29

admits the class bias of the war against Soviet Russia:’

It is hecoming increasingly diflicalt nol (o dake sides,
al least passively, i the Ruossian eivil war. [n the
warld war saainst Bolshevism, jnst as in the world
war against Cermany, theee is neither satisfaction nor
profit for those whe stay ol until the isste is decided.
The war against Germaygy was a class war between
the capitalists of Iwo imperialistic belligerents for the
financial vontrol of the world. The victory of Ger-
many would have proven very disastrous to the Allies.
German lmperialismt would have hecome dominant
in the markets of the world, the Imperialism of the
Allies being weakened accordingly. Tie issue was
vital, and the original European war developed into 2
world war,
Wt the victory of Soviet Russia has infinitely more
serious consequences than the viclory of Germany,
A German victory would have not destroyed the Cap-

italism of the Allies, however much it might have

weakened it : the “rights of property” would still pre-
vail. But Soviet Russia symbolizes the purpose of
the militant proletariat 1o end Capitalism, to convert
private property into communal property. The world
of Capitalism, accorilingly, attacks. Soviet Russia in
nrder to preserve its veryv exisience. The war of the
Allies against Soviet Russia is a class war of the
canitalists of the world against the workers of Russia,

It is, moreover, a war against the workers of the
world, since the sovial ideals of the Russian Revolu-
tion are universal ideals: and in this war the Russian
masses are waging the strnggle of the workers of the
world for emancipation,

What becomes, then, of the alleged reasons for the
war against Russia? l.ies, all lies, Every single
argument against Soviet Russia is a fraud. Capital-
iLm cannot admit openly that it fights the Russian
Bolshevik Republic in order to maintain the ascend-
ancy of Capitalism: so it manufactures lies concerning
tvranny, the community of women, cte., all in an effort
to mobilize public opinion against the Soviet Republic.

The most frequent accusation is that anarchy and
chaos nrevail in Russia.  let a non-Folshevik answer,
Isaac Don Levine, adherent of Kerenskv, recently
went to Russia to study conditions. 1o a dispatch to
the New York Glohe. from Moscow, May 19, Levine
SaAvs:

“There is no anarchy either in etrograd or Mos-
cow, and there ix no chans in Soviet Russia. Never
since its inauguration has the Soviet Government
heen more nowerful that it s todday. . . . When one
penetrates Soviet Russia one is struck hw the fact that
whatever Bolshevism may be it is not anarchy, After
having passed some time within the frontiers of the
Communist Republic one is surprised at the situation
here. for it is absolutelv the opposite of what the
A\merican people imagine it lo be.” There are no
policemen in Moscow anid no lights at night, yet the
streets are safer than New York or Chicago. “Before
coming to Russia | was informed that the Soviet gov-
crnment was tottering il womld soon rall. The news-
papers hiere publish the wireless disparchies sent from
Pariz to America.  These are absolutety contrary to
the facts, and even people most violentlv opposed to
Bolshevism cannot find anyihing to support such as-
sertions.  On the contrary, numerous signs show that
the Soviel government has grown coasiderably - the
last few months.” P

That very effcctively disposes of the “chaos™ in
Kussia, I fact. o new social <istem is being  con-
stricted i Ruossia : the masses are o contral, and a
new life, a new eivilization, a new lmanity, are in
process of becoming.  The proletarian «dictatorship,
the Soviet Republic, s not breaking Jdown, bhut build-
ing up.  That is precisely why the Capitalism of the
Allies 15 eager to strangle Russia, since if Socialisn
there proves successful, it wounld inspire the worker
of the world to et for their own Socialism,

There i o terrihle scarciy of food in Russia, truly,
But, in the tirst place, this characterizes every Furo-
peam covtry—i resull of the war: and, in the second
place, while other Faropean conntries may purchase
food in the markets of the world, Soviet Russia mav
not.  The Allies blockade Russia, deliberately trving
to starve it into submission,

The war against Rusia is brutal, reactionary, vile,
an attempt to strangle the Kussian Kevolution and
Socialism.
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