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Chicago Turns to the Left!

HE Cook County Convention of May 17-18 re-

sulted in a clean sweep for the Left Wing. It

was more than a test of strength of the local
opposing elements, yet even in this limited sense this
Convention would be of high national significance,
because the Left Wing conquest of Chicago is the
best possible proof of the Left Wing conquest of the
whole American party—avanting only another half
year of conventions and elections to record itself in
terms of a new party officialdom and a new orienta-
tion in the party policies and tactics.

(1) This Convention was a Left Wing victory on
the hasis of what is perhaps the most carefully and
completely elaborated statement, in terms of platform
and resolutions, of the Left Wing movement in this
country. (2} This Convention meant a decistve con-
quest of a local party unit of over 6500 members: a
victory so conscious of its own purposes and so de-
finitely orzanized that it can only make rapid gains
from day to day. (3) Finally, this Convention vict-
ory will at once be translated into a new control of
Local Cook County on the firm basis of revolutionary
Socialism,

These are confident claims, but need no argument
beyond the textual and mathematical facts which they
generalize. At this time the secretarial work has not
been completed which will provide the details of the
platform and resolutions adopted, but those who re-
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branel untts of the city. Under the able and aggress-
ive leadership of Comrade Alexander Stoklitsky, now
acting as Translator-Secretary for the Russian Fed-
eration, the Russian-speaking branches have received
mitensive education i the principles of revolutionary
Socialism, The Lithuanian Translator-Secretary, Com-
radle Stilson, the Lettish Secretary, Comrade Purin,
the Hungarian Secretary, Comrade Frankel, and many
others in the “language” groups have co-operated ably
i a dual edneational-organization campaign, which
sowed s resubs ot the Cook County Convention, and
1= honnel within o few months to compel a clear align-
ment of 1l YMnertzan party with the Commuist Jn-
terntional,

Sonne of the fumidiomental snobbery and narrow na-
tiomlism of the Right Wingers displayed itself in
clumsily indirect insinuations about the “alien” char-
acter of the Left Wing—while over-protesting their
own own adherence to Socialist internationalism!

This much detail is given to emphasize the organized
character of the Chicago Left Wing strength. There
is not a branch in the city or county without Left Wing
adlherents, but the assured control lies in the two dozen
or more branches which stand as units on a well-de-
fned program of revolutionary Sociralism.  This con-

trol has already reflecied itself sufhciently in ‘b
vounty organization to assure the Left Wing of
fruits of its victory in relation to the local party s
and other official activities,

On the other hand the demoralization of the “f
tician” element displayed itself in an almost ludici
bholting of the Convention during its second sess.
The XNapoleon of the exodus, which took about
of the Convention, certainly less than 109, was
quite amiable Comrade Seymour Stedman, who n
mentgrily forgot his responsibility as one of the N
tional lixecutive Committee and forgot to use his ow
hetter judgment. This handful of delegates, who ha
heen insistent for half a vear that somebody was try
g to split the-party, when faced with the realization
that the party was reorganized right under thei
eyes, without a murmur about a secassion, decided t
prove that there was a desire to split the party by
trving a little splitting on their own account.

The Convention went through its three sessions of
May 18th without a word of curiesity about the bolt
ers, and with relief from their silly tactics of time
killing and chstruction. The opposition to the Lef
Wing expressed itself in debate and questioning; anc
the opportunity for real discussion was never cut ofl
by the Teft Wing. About all the writer heard of the
Lolters was that they started a meeting in a nearby
hall. but soon came to the conclusion that no one knew

call the program published by the Chicago
Communist Propaganda Leage four of five
months ago, to which has been added all

The Most Important Book of the Year —Just Qut!

what they wanted to do. It was ‘quite ap-
parent that all except the most conspicuous
figures finally found their way back to the

available circumstances in the interim, will
realize that there was thorough preparation
for this Convention so far as the questions
of party principles and tactics are concerned.

Postponing this part of the report to a
future article, it need only be said now that
an American Socialist Farty on the basis of
the new Cook County program would find
itself in complete unity with the Communist
International and with the revolutionary
proletariat of the United States. A Chicago
Left Wing victory takes special significance
not only from the importance of the local
itself, and the industrial territory tributory
to Chicago. but also from the fact that this
is the headquarters of the old party regime.
The Chicago movement has never had dis-
tinctive local character, because its leader-
ship has been tinged with the party official-
dom coming in from all over the country.

But the point to be emphasized is the or-
ganized character of this Left Wing victory.
To the Right Wingers and Centrists tlns was
the mystifying and annoying circumstance.
They could understand lots of more or less
aimless talking and more or less confused
voting, but the sight of a solid Left phalaux
of about 400 votes out of some 650—a solid,
fairly uniform vote, going with a definite,
clear-cut program, carefully discussed and
criticised for weeks ahead,—that was not
their idea of a “Socialist convention.”

The first and perhaps the clearest test vote
came with the election of the Resolutions
Committee, after Comrade \William Bross
Lloyd hael casily been seated as Chainnan as
the Left Wing candidate. The highest vote
for one of the official family as candidate
Afor the Resolutions Committee was 177 ; one
of the most popular Socialists in Chicago,
who has failed to make clear his understand-
ing and alipnment on the issues hefore the
party.. and may therefore he characterized at
the moment as Centrist, received 236 voles;
while the five Left Wing candidates averaged
close to 400 votes, the high vote going to 448

The representative character of this Con-
vention is evident from the large number of
delegates and the high attendance, the basis
of representation being 1 delegate 1o 10 imem-
hers. The general issues to come before the
Convention had heen discussed more or less
thoroughly in something like 50 hranches. so
there was nothing here in the nature of surp-
rise ‘or hasty judgment. The main portions
of the resolutions had heen published in the
Chicago Sovialist two weeks before the Con-
vention, and a series of debates had been
staged hetween representatives of the oppos-
ing camps.

The Left \Wing movement in Chicago, tak-

ing its theoretical initiative in the work of
the Communist Propaanda League, had as-

N. Lenin (March 12 to May 1B).
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in Russia
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By Louis C. Fraina

This unique honk traces the course of the great Russian Rev-
olution from Murel w7 o October 1918, in the words of the two
masters of the Revolution,

It consists of o mass of articles and pamphlets written during
the Revolulion, covering every important phase of the Revolution,
arranged to make a consecutive story,
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Revolutionary Socialism
By Louis C. Fraina

What is Bolshevism, this “left wing™ Socialism which is shaking
Capitalism?  This book provides a thorough analysis of the concepts
andl program ol revolutiomary Sacialism,
aved the War, Tperialism, Sociidism in Action, the Death of Demo-
eracy, the collapse of the dominant Socialism upon the declaration
of war, Socialist Readjustment. Class and Nation, Problems of
State Capitalism, Unionism and Mass Action, and Proletarian Dict-
atorship,
Sen Natavwina, the Japanese Nocialist, declares this
Look the finest interpretation of the new development
Tnternafional Nocionlisn.
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Part Five—
Con-

Part Seven—
N. Lenin (May, 1918).

Indispens-

Tt considers Socialism

Convention.

Cnly Stedman 15 named from among the

'

hittle band of bolters because the writer i
confident that Stedman regreted his excitec
action within an hour after the secession ; ane
this typifies the Conventien split as not a

all a forecast of anv rupture in the loc

organization. Stedman absolutely realized ;

the opening of the Convention that the Le,

Wing had a solid two-thirds vote, whicl
would have easily increased at once if the
hght had been made on principles, instea
of by sharpening lines by dilatory jockeying
which compelled a seemingly harsh offensive
on the part of the Left Wing. If anything
further is heard of party-spliting in Chicago,
Stedman and his dozen or so of official lieu-
tenants will stand convicted of a pre-calcul-
ated cdesign toward that end; at least, the
deliberate raising of the vanity of personal
opinion, or lack of basis for intelligent opi-
niom, above the level of devotion to the So-
clalist movement.

So much cnncen}{ﬁg the mechanics ane
history of this important Convention. Tts
contribntions toward the working out of the
new character of the American Socialist
nmovement, in terms of program, tactics, and
tjuestions of party organization will be con-
sidered in another article,

COne conmmient 15 made now to counter the
impression of an organized vote as indicating
a follow-the- leader Convention, all rehearsed
i advance.  As emphasized above, the main
party 1ssues had been thoroughly discusse
in advance and the results reduced to definif
form, hut without prompting or even the o
operation of those conspicions on the floo
for the Left Wing there were resolutions in-
troduced touching every instant proletarian
hght of revolutionary significance.  The com-
racles abroad and our own class-war com-
ratles m the jails, the strikefs of Lawrence
andd Winnipeg, and the fighting I. W. W.—
the revolutionary proletarians everywhere
were recognized in kinship in that Conven-
tion i the most convincingly genuine way
that the writer has ever witnessed in an~
Socialist gathering. Aaud it is this spoiite
neous sensitiveness to the world fight of th
rising proletariat by the conscious America
proletarians which is the vitality of the rey
olutionary Socialist movement in-the nite.
Stites.

The anniversary of Italy’s entrance into
the world war passed without any demon-
stration of celebration the press reports.

sun'ed definite organization character in
abc 't two dozen of the most importapt

Apparently the Italian people are recover-
ing their poise.



