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The Socialism of Revolutionary Struggle

HE development of capitalist society has reaclved
Ta stage in which free competition rapidly gives

way to monopoly, with export and desiruction of
capital .- J1ie only means to prolong the present sys-
ter. . caohitation.

i'hiz el 'in a new form of autocracy: industrial
fendaliv . e rule of the money kings and monopo-
lists ¢ - material and intellectual subjugation of
the ol .»! new middle classes and so-called indepen-
dent capitaiists nnder the control of an iron despotisn.
Interiaile this ieeans brutal oppression of the workers,
indv arini'y” as well as  politically, the denial  of
the 1irhi 1o utrike, suppression of free speech, press
and actiuy, 1eduction of the standard of living ; intern-
ally this means a series of wars for world exploitation
and wanton destruction of proletarian life and prole-
tarian organization.

In this gigantic struggle of imperialistic Capitalism,
parts of the workers, the intellectual workers, the up-
per- layers of skilled lalor, the Iahnr bureaucracy and
other groups that lack understanding, confidence or
courage, betray the working class. They become ihe
worst enemies in the class struggle, especially so, if
their social-patriotism and social-Imperialism is pre-
sented in a form of Socialism and pseudo-Marxian
theory liable to deccive the rest of the workers.

The fight against social-patriotism therefore in all
its forms must be considered one of the iforemost
duties of revolutionary Socialism. .

* * *

The class strugzle between the Proleariat and Cap-
tal has entered the period of revolutionary struggles
for the overthrow of the ruling class. The problem
before us is cither a revolutionary reconstruction of
society on communist principles or the conmmon ruin

of the contending classes.

As long as the bourgeoisie had to defend itself
against the remmants of feudal classes, it represented
progress against reaction, and whatever class-con-
scious forces were already born in the new underly-
ing working class had to support their exploiters in
this struggle. As long as Capitalism represented the
social and technical development necessary for the
‘realizaticn of the Socialist commonwealth, the class
struggle was an important part of this development
and although tending towards revolution it formed a
part of the existing social order recognized as such
and using legal means based on bourgeois conceplions
and boureeois morals. As soon, however, as the cap-
italist class has fulfilled its historic mission of crectos
and organizer of social and technical, conditions for
Socialism, it becomes thoroughly reactionary and the
underlying class has to organize as a strictly indepen-
dent revolutionary force. Scciety actually has reacher
a stage where it is split up into two great hostile
camps, into two great classes directly facing each other
—DBourgeoisie and Proletariat. Imperialism is the pe-
riod of overdevelopment of Capitalism, is the period
in which Capitalism can only maintain itself by wast-
ing and destroying the wealth it creates. Imperialism
is characterized by the production of means of produc-
tion for the production of other means of production,
combined with the preduction of means to destroy the
means of production.

The imperialistic form of expansion through ex-
port of capital is one of the manifestation of the tou-
dency to waste and destruction, war 1s another form
and monopoly its economic expression,

*  * %

The new development of Capitalism into its highest
imperialistic form has a deciding influence on the
forms and tactics of the proletarian class strugele.
The capitalist State, under the contral of bir husiness,
reduces the influence of Marliament and representative
bodies ih general to a minimum, putting the govern-
mental power more and more in the hands of the
Executive branches: president, governors, mayors,
committees and judges. The old methods of parin-
mentary diplomacy whereby  Iabor supported one
group of capitalists agnnst another, skillfully mavipne-
lating in order to try to secure certam advantages for
the workirs, have hweome obsolete. Tt is onlv the
power of the worlers themselves that counts aned 1l
power of the working class lies in the masses, its in-
dustriallly and politically organized action, - Nepre-
sentatives onlv cornt in s far as they are hacke:] up
and controlled hy these masses, Parlinmentary aetion
therely does notl lose every immortance ot chaages
its character. It has only sienificarce in connection
with andd as 2 port of mass action, The ackbone of
this fuss action = industrind actien G the Dacie indes-
tries, supolemented by ceneral demoesteations:, sirilkes
nf protest, political strikes, cic.

Tn order to becomwe a revoluiionary fnctor, indua-
trinl action has to aceept general or peliticn] purpnses,
aimine at the overthrow of the present svetem of ex-
ploitation. Iu this it can co-operate with aned baek up
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other forms of mass action and in such united action
lies the hope and salvation of revolutionary Socialism.
This wnity, not as the result of some intellectual
scheme bt through necessity of facts and actions is
oin its way, and it 1s the duty of revolutionary Socialism
to further such forms of organization that correspoiid
with this process towards one general mass action of
the PProletariat, with tactics and a program of plain,
clear-cut class issucs, within the grasp of the average
worker.
: E *x

" Joremost in the mind of cvery worker is his will
to improve his material conditions and fight against
lowering his standard of living. This brings him in his
industrial union into a fight for higher wages and
shorter hours, Dut it 1s easily to be seen, that his
standard of living can be effected either directly or
indirectly. He miay increase his wages, but if the
buying power of the increased wage is reduced by hLigh
prices or unemployment, he may be worse off than
hefore, as was most convincingly demonstrated during
the present war. This struggle must become part of
the revolutionary struggle, will develop into the revo-
lutionary struggle.

The fight for higher wages including the fight for a
guarantee of such wages-under all conditions of sick-
ness, incapacity and unemployment, therefore has to
be supplementecd by such demands as: taxes on capi-
tal and income only, confiscation of war profits, repu-
hation of unational «debts, etc. This means that even
in the most elementary struggle to maintain life under
the present system of exploitation, political action has
to supplement economic action, even if this political
action has to Le backed up by industrial action.

It is most evident that the greatest and strongest
foe of the working class is monopolistic and financial
capitul. Therefore, we should demand confiscation of
monopolistic mdustries, confiscation of the hanks, etc.,
as Lhe first act of a proletarian revelution.

I'lis again is a political issue, for such a confisca-
tion would effect the whole capitalist class, would be
imipossible as long as the capitalist State can rely upon
its materisl and moral means of power to protect the
capitalist interests.

We do not demand State Capitalism. If the state
takes over or controls certain industries in the inter-
est of the capitalist class, this simply means strength-
ening Capitalism, strengthening the State, concentra-
ticn of the capitalist forces against labor. It generally
means more exploitation, more slavery, more misery,
ard since thir development on the part of the exploiters
is the direct result of their imperialistic tendencies, it
also means: more Imperialism and more wars. The
interest of the workers, therefore, are opposed to
State Capitalism, and labor has to fight it and especial-
ly its tendencies towards the suppression of freedom,
soppression of the right to strike, suppression of de-
mocracy. But they have to use the most efficient ways
of fighting.

We cannot “prevent” State Capitalism, as little as
we conll “prevent” other forms of concentration,
trusts, ete.: and although we know that the presem:
mperialistic form of concentration is not necessary
for creating the economic conditions for Socialism, as
were some of those previous forins of concentration,
oitr fight does not try to turn back the wheel of his-
lory but secks to increase our power to such an extent
as to cvercome the power of the capitalist class ana
tha capitalist state. And whereas Big Business wants
the nationalization of or state control of certain in-
tlustries in the interest of financial and monopolistic
capilal, we demand confiscation of the very stronghold
of our foe, confiseation of monapolistic industries anl
ai the hanks in order to hring them under the contrel
of the workers,

YWe knew thea the realization of Socialism. that the
ceizie nf povor and the reorganization of society up-
on oo mmenist hasis, nows depends upon the strength,
the will poveer amd the fourage of the workers pnly,

Thr zeonomic Arht against the State as the most
soweriul exploiter comncides and becomes one with the
pelitical fight amainst the capitalist State as such. The
e ef division now hes between those workers who
covsider the Sate an institution above the classes, an
imatitetion to be influenced “democraticallv” hw the
ol andd those who consider the State an instru-
riet e the capitalist class, a stronghold of our enemv.
e panin the deciding factor s whether we aceept
e aet i pecordance with the class strugzle .or not,
Cer oor action s hased solidly and uncompromizing-
e o the revolutionary class struggle all minor dif-
fereaves of tactics are overcome by the practieal
sirnerole,

R
The fact that equal rights are impossible in a socicty

based on class dominion neccessitates during the revo-
lutionary period of actual transformation of the old
society into the new, what Marx called “the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.” The power in the hands of the
Soviets (councils of \Workers, Peasants and Soldiers)
with the exclusion of bourgeois influences was the
corresponding  demand of the Russian proletarian
revolution, and only from the moment of realization
of this demand dates the actnal proletarian revolution
in Russia. As long as classes are struggling for power,
democracy can only be a form of supremacy of one
ciass over another. The very principle of their democ-
racy in connection with tieir®conception of the class
struggle dictated our Russian comrades to discard the
Constituent Assembly,

This is by no means a betrayal of democracy but
the first step towards its realization, through the over-
throw of class dominion. Representing the ultimate
mterests of the working class, by far the most num-
crous and most important class in Society, it would
be absurd and a violation of real democracy to back
down in the struggle because gur enemies have suc-
ceerled to a large extent in poisoning and fooling our
own comrades to betray their and our interests.

It is high time to consider in all countries the organ-
ization of councils of the working class as a nucleus
round which all revolutionary forces may rally for the
seizure of power. We are in favor of organized efforts
and an organised form of society, we are in favor of
law and order but it has to be our otvn order, not the
bloody disorder- which Capitalism styles as the only
imaginable “law and order.”

The working class represents democracy because of
the very fact that they are the over-whelming majority
not only, but because the workers are the only class
that counts in the reconstruction of a human society,
and we stand for democracy within our own ranks
because we know this to be the only way towards final
victory. But we have the most perfect horror of and
contempt for the hypoceritical bourgeois democracy
as well as for hourgeois disarmament and bourgeois
mternationalism,

\We do not demand general disarmament under cap-
italist rule, we demand military strikes to prevent cap-
italist wars. We want to disarm in the service of
capital, but we are willing to fight in the class war.
\We are opposed to imperialistic wars, -and we know
that any war on the part of the present capitalist’
states is bound to be imperialistic and reactionary. But
we do not deny the right to India, China and other
suppressed nations to use armed force in their strug-
gles against imperialistic oppression. On the contrary,
we are willing to join in such a war against the ex-
ploitation side by side with the Indians, Chinamen, etc.,
supposing there is any reasonable chance for our joint
efforts to overcome our masters., We know that the
day is not far distant when there will have to be waged
a revolutionary war of the world proletariat against
the capitalists of the world, and we welcome any co-
operation in this struggle. We specially welcome the
co-operation of the suppressed colenial nations, he-
cause we know that Capitalism at present only pre-
longs its bloody life through the support of capital
in so-called hackward countries in the form of new
instruments of enslavement and exploitation for the
sake of capitalist “civilization.” The exploited in the
countries of the robbers will have to join hands with
the robbed countries in a war for democracy aul
world peace. Not a single man nor a single cent for
the nulitarism of our masters against the proletarians,
no matter whether it is asked for a standing army or
for a so-called citizens army or militia. But when
forced in the armies of the hourgeoisie, make the best
of it: Knowledge of militarv science and military
practice may be valuahle to anybody. We are no paci-
fists, and when we ask abolition of the military ser-
vice through military and weneral strikes we supple-
mientt this with the demand {or armament of the people
to clefend their rights and for the overthrow of Capita-
HES IR

“The proletariat. armed and experienced in this
wer, by foreing its demands through mass action, now
that it has still the weapons in its possession, can gver-
come the capitalists and realize a Socialist society at
least in Western Turope.” savs Dr. 11, Gorter in his
Diporializm, the TForld 1Mar and the Social Democ-
Py,

The vital issue in practical actions and policies is
the Social Revolution. Tactics must be based on this
coneention. This means a social process in which the
defeats will follow victories: the duration of the pe-
riced cannot e estimated. Do one feature is clear
above all others: the workers bave to count on their
ownr prver dlone, thev have 1o work out their own
salvation, uncompromisingly aguinst all other classes,
rited as these are by the new ideology of Imperialism.
The workers have to develop their own ideology of the
Social Revolution, their own tactics of mass action,
their own weapons of labor strikes and labor revolts.



