Saturday, March 22, 1919

THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

the Socialist Party of New York City

the Cost of Living and Taxation when it should he ex.
~aining how the worker is robbed at his job?

Thire are many signs of the awakening of labor.
Stirikes are developing which verge on revolutionary
action ; the trade unions are organizing a Labor Party,
in an efiort to conserve what they have won and wrest
new concessions from the master class, The organiza-
tion of the Labor Party is an inunature expression of a
new spirit in the Labor movement ; but a Labor Party
is not the instrument for the emancipation of the work-
ing class; its policy wonld be in general what is now
the official policy of the Socialist Parly—reforming
Capitalism on the basis of the bourgeois state.  Labor-
ism is as much a danger to the revolutionary prole-
tanat as “moderate” Socialism: neither is an instru-
ment for the conguest of power.

CAPITALIST IMPERIALISM

Imperialism is the final stage of Capitalism, in which
the accumulated capital or surplus of a nation is o
great to be reinvested in the home market. The in-
creased productivity of the working class, due to im-
proved machinery and efliciency methods, and the mere
subsistence wage which permits the worker o buy
hack only a small portion of whai he produces, canses
an ever-increasing accumulation of commuwdities, which
in turn become capital and must be invested in further
production. When Capitalism has reached the stage in
which it imports raw materials from undeveloped coun-
tries and exparts them again in the shape of manufac-
tured products, it has reached its iighest development,

This process is universal. Foreign markeis, spheres
of influence and protectorates, under the intensive de-
velopment of capitalist industry and fininee in turn
hecome highly developed. They, too, seek for markets,
National capitalist control, to save itscll from rumn,
breaks its national bowds and emerges full-grown as a
capitalist Teague of Nations, with internatiomal armies
and navies o maintain its supremacy,

The United States no longer holds itself aloof, iso-
lated amnl provincial. It ix reaching out for wew
markets, new zones of mfluence, new prolectorates.

The capitalist class of America is using organized
labor for its imperialistic purposes.  We may soon ex-
pect, the capitalist class, in true Bismarkian fashion, to
grant factory laws, old-age pensions, uncmployment
msurance, sick benefits, and the whole litter of hour-
geois reforms, so that the workers may be kept fit to
produce the greatest profits at the greatest speed.

DANGERS TO AMERICAN SOCIALISM

There is danger that the Socialist I‘nrt:.r of America
might make use of these purcly bourgeois reforms 1o
auract the workers' votes, by claiming that they are
victories for Socialism, and that they have heen won
by Socialist political action : when, as a matter of fact,
the object of these master class measures is to prevent
the growing class-consciousness of the workers, and to
divert them {rom their revolutionary aim. 1ly agitating
for these reforms, therefore, the Socialist Party would
be playing into the hands of the American imperialists,

On the hasis of the class struggle, then, the Socialist
Party of America must re-organize itself, must prepare
to come to grips with the master class during the diff-
cult period o f capitalist re-adjustment now going on.
This it can do only Ly teaching the working class the
truth about present-day conditions; it must preach re-
volutionary mdustrial unionism, and urge all the work-
ers to organize into industrial unions, the only form of
labor urganization which can cope with the power of
great modern agpregations of capital, It must carry
on its political campaigns. not merely as a means ot
electing officials to political office, as in the past, but as
a vear-roud educational campaign to arouse the work-
et to class-conscious economic and political action, and
to keep alive the burning ideal of revolution in the
hearts of the people.

PCLITICAL ACTION

We assert with Marx that ¥the class struggle is
essentially a political struggle,” and we can only accept
his own oft-repeated interpretation of that phrase. The
class strugple, whether it manifest itsclf on the indus-
trial field or in the direct struggle for governmental
control, is essentially a struggle for the capture and de-
struction of the capitplist state. This is a political act.
In this broader view of the term “political,” Marx in-
tludes revolutionary industrial action. In other ?.rpnlﬁ
the objective of Socialist industrial action is **political.
in the sense that it aims to undermine the bourgeois
state, which “is nothing less than a machine for the
pression of one class by another and that no less so in

& democratic republic than under a monarchy.”

Political action is also and more generally used to
refer to participation in clection campaigns for the im-
mwediate purpose of winning lemslative seats.  In this
scuse, too, we urge the use of political action as a rev-
olutionary wcapon.

Bt both in the nature and the purpose of this form
of political action, revolutionary Socialism aml “mod-
erate Socialism™ are completely at odds,

Political actiom, revolutionary and emphasizing the
implacable characier of the class siruggle, is a valuable
means of propaganda. It must at all tmes strugple 10
arouse the revolutionary mass action of the proletariat
—it% use is both agitational and ohstructive. It must on
all issues wage war upon Capitalism and the state.
Revolutionary Socialism uses the forum of parliament
for agitation ; but it does not inmtend to and cannot use
the bourgeois state as a mweans of introducing Social-
ism : this bourgeois state must be destroyed by the mass
action of the revolutionary proletariat. The proletar-
inn dictatorship in the form of a Soviet state 1s the
immediate objective of the class siruggle.

Marx declared that “the working class cannot simply
lay hold of the ready-made state machinery and wield
it for its own purposes.” This machinery must bre de-
stroyed, Dot “moderate Socialism” makes the state
the centre of its action.

The attitude towards the state divides the Anarchist
( Anarcho-Syndicalist), the “moderate Socialist™ and
the revolutionary Socialist. liager to abohsh the state
( which is the ultimate purpose of revalutionary Social-
ism), the Anarchist and (Anarcho-Socialist) fails 10
realize that a state is neeessary in the transition period
from Capitalism to Socialism ; the “maoderate Sociadist”
proposes to use the hourgeois stire with its frandulent
democracy, its illusory theory of “unity of all the class-
es,” its standing army, police and bureacracy oppress.
ingg and baiMling the masses ; the revolutionary Socahist
maintaing that the ourgeois state must be completely
destroved, and proposes the orgmization of o new
state—the state of the organized producers=of the
Federated Soviets—on the. basis ug which alome can
Socialism be introduced,

Industrinl Uniomism, the organization of the prole-
tariat in accordance with the mtegration  of industry
andd for the overthrow of Capitalism, s & nocessary
phase of revolutionary Socialist agitation.  Porentially,
industrial unionism constructs the basis amd develops
the ideology of the industrial state of Socialism; but
industrial unionism alone cannot perform the revolu-
tionary act of scizure of the power of the siate, sinee
under the conditions of Capitalism it is impossible to
organize the whole working class, or an overwhelming
majority into industrial unionism.
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It is the task of a revolutionary Socialist party to
direct the struggles of the proletariat aml provide a
program for the culminating crisis, Its propaganda
must be so directed that when this crisis comes, the
workers will be prepared to accept a program of the
following character:

(a) The organization of Workmen's Councils;
rceognition of, and propaganda for, these
mass organizations in the immediate struyg-
gle, ax the form of expression of the class
struggle, and as the instruments for the seiz-
ure of the power of the state and the hasis
of the new proletarian state of the organized

roducers and the dictatorship of the pro-
ctariat,

(b) IWorkmen's control of industry, to e vxer-
cised by the industrial organizations (mlus-
trial unions or Soviets) of the workers and
the industrial vote, as against government
ownership or state control of industry,

(¢) Repudiation of all national debts—with pro-
visions to safeguard small investors,

() Lxpropriation of the bank
measure for the complete
capital,

preliminary
xpr o wiation of

(e) Expropriation of the railicays, and the larye
(trust) organisations of capital—no compen-
sation to be paid, as “"buying-om™ the cap-
italists would insure a continuance of the
exploitation of the workers ; provision, how-
ever, to be made during the transition period
for the prowetion of small owners oi stiwk.

(f) The nationalization of farciyn trade.

These are not the “immediate demands™ comprise)
in the social reform planks now in the platiorm of our
party: they are not a compromise with the capitalist
state, but iply a revolutiomary struggle against that
state and against capitalism, the conguest of power by
the proletariat through revolutionary mass acgion. Thuey
imply the new Soviet state of the organized producers,
the dictatorship of the proletariat: they are prelimin-
ary revolutionary measures for the expropriation of
apital and the mtroduction .of conmmumist Socialism,

PROGRAM

1. We stand for a uniform declaration of principles
in all party platforms both local aund national amd the

abolition of all social reform planks now contained in
them,

2. The party must teach, propagate amd agitate
exclusively for the overthrow of Capitalism, and the
establishment of Socialism through a Mroletarian Dic-
tatorship,

3. The Socialist eandidates electer] to office shall
adlhere strictly o the above provisions,

4. Realizing that a political party canmnot reorgan-
ize and reconstruct the industrial organizations of the
working class, and that that is the 1ask of the economic
organizations themselves, we demand that the party
assist this process of reorganization by o propagaand
for revolutionary iudustrial unionism as part of s
peneral activities,  We believe it is the mission of the
Socialist movement o encourags and assist the prole-
tariat to adopt newer aml more effective forms oi
organization and to stir it imo newer and more rev-
olutionary modes of action,

3. We demand that the wflicial party press e party
ownerd and controlled.

. We demand that officially recognizel edueation-
al institutions be party owned sl comtrulled.

7. We demand that the party discard its obsolers
literature and publish new literature in keeping wih
the policies and tactics above-mentioned.

8  We demand that the National Exceewive Com-
mittee call an inmediate emergeney national conven-
tion for the purpese of formulating panty policies and
tactics to meet the present Crisis,

9. We demand that the Sociahist Pary repudiate
the DNerne Congrress or any other conference engineer-
ed by “moderate Socialists” and social patriots,

10. We demond that the Socialist 'anty shall elect
delegates to the International Congress propused by
the Communist Party of Russia (Bolsheviki) 3 tha
our party shall participate only in a new International
with which are afliliated the Conmumnist 'arty of Rus-
sia ( Bolsheviki), the Communist Labaor "arty of Ger-
many (Spartacans), and all other other Left Wing

parties and groups.



