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Lk agonizing but inspiring struggle of the op¥
T pressed against the oppressors is as old as human
history. It is as brutal and tragic, as human and
magnmificent, as life itself. It is a struggle in which
and through which man’s finest instincts have bcen
expressed, have tried to break the shackles imposed
upon life by oppression and inequality.
All through history there are the scars of this great
struggle. They are proletarian scars, transfigured by
the beauty of aspiration. In one form or another the

struggle flared up, and was beaten down. Always
beaten down—the cross and the prison, the rack, the

fire and the gallows being the answer of the oppress-

ors to the rebels. Always beaten down—but arisin;r
to inspire new struggles, again to arouse the masses
to action, to teach the new rebels th® more effective
methods of struggle. The early Christian Commun-
ists, crushed by the unity of feudal church and state,
were the ideologic inspiration of the Communist move-
ments of the middle ages. The great Spartacus, im-
placable but human, a slave who towered infnitely
above his masters, lives again in our day in the rev-
olutionary movement of Germany—ithe Spartacans.
Despised but unconquerable, overwhelmed but irres-
istible, the rebel-slaves struggle, and each new strug-
wle inspires the future and is born azain.

T!‘g: Paris Commune was crushed, coimpletely.  Dat
it did not die. It is alive in our day, active and inplac-
able. The Commune! The Communists! They are
the terror of the bourgcois reaction. The Commune
controls in Russia—that terrible mystery to the up~
pressors, that flaming star of hope to the oppressed.
The Communists are shaking the Government of the
People’'s Butchery in Germany, and the world of Cap-
italism untes against the Communists. The Com-
miune! The Communists! Everywhere they are the
inspiration of the proletarian- revolution; everywhere
they are the rallying cry of the nfost resolute elements
of the Socialist proletariat.

The Paris Commune was crushed. [t was the rev-
olt of the proletarian masses against_class mastery : it
was the attempt to use the collapse of Bonapartism for
action and the conquest of power by the proktariat.
I1 challenged equally Thiers and Bismarck—Dbourge-
ois France and Junker Prussia. The Commune wax
life striving to realize life, its majesty and inviolu-
lality : to complete the struggle of the ages, to end
class rule.  And Thiers and Uismarck, hourgeois
I'rance and Junker Prussia, united against this menace,
The former cnemies becanre allies against the rev-
olutionary proletariat and communism. Are not the
bourgeois enemies of vesterday an indivisible unity to-
day against the Commune in Russia, against the de-
veloping Commune in Germany ?

It was a tragic struggle. The Communards met
the cannon with their bodies and starvation with a
iest. Thunderbolts of iron were answered with the
thunderbolts of proletarian courage and the revolu-
tiomary ideal. Isolated. starved, overwhelmed, the
sirugule went on against Thiers and Dismarck physic-
~hy, against the world spiritually. There were no
men. there were no women, there were no children—
just rebels. When the walls were conquered, the
Communards held the streets: conquered off the
strects, they made each house a fortress amd everv
person an army.  Driven back, always back, they held
the: corners and the alleys and the cellars, until over-
w helmed by sheer physical exhaustion and the numer-
il superiority of the enemy. And thev were all
made prisoners.  Prisoners? No, they were madg, vict-
inx, They were tortured. Men, women and children
were shot in droves, mercilessly amd svstematically,

Paris Commune, 1871—1919

MAKRX ON THE COMMUNLE

The working class cannot simply lay hold of the ready-
made™state machinery. and wield it for its own purposes....
The Commune was formed of the various municipal coun-
cillors, chosen bv universal suffrage in various wards of the
town, responsikle and revocable at short terms. The major-
ity of its members were naturally workingmen, or acknow-
ledged renrvsematives of the working class. The Commune
was to Jr» a working, not a parliamentary, body, executive
and leprislative at the same time. Instead of continving to
be the avem of the c¢entral Government, the police was at
once stripred of its political attributes and turned into the
responsihle ard at all times revocable agent of the Commune.
So were the officials of all other branches of the administra-
tion, VFrom the members of the Commune downwards, the
public service had to he done at tenrkmew's wages. The
vested interests and the representation allowances of the
high dimmitaries of State disappeared alogg with the high
ilignitarirs themselves,  Public functions ceased to be the
private pronerty of the tonls of the central Government. Not
only municinal adrewnistration, bat the whole initiative hitherto
exercised v the State was laid into the hands of the Com-
mune.... The Paris Commune was, of course. to serve as
a model ta all the ereat indnstrin]l centers of France. The
eommural regime once estahlished in Paris and the second-
ary centres, the old centralized Government would in the
wravinees, ton, have to give wav to the sclf-government of
the producers. In a2 rough sketch of natiomal organization
which the Cammmne had no time to develop. it is clearlv
«tated that the Commune was to be the political form of
~ven the smallest countrv hamlet, an.l that in the rural dis-
tricts the standing army was to he renlaced hy a national
militia. with an extremely short term of service. The rural
cvimnnes of delegates in the cemtral town, and these district
=ugemblies wers avain to send deputies to the National Te-

Tegration in Paris, each delegate to he at any time revecahle

angl Tound by the mandaet, smperatif (fonmal instructions)
of his constituents. The few impoartant functions which still
wiontld remrain for a central fovernment were not to be su-
nresied. as has intentionally been misstated, bt were to he
diccharged hy communal, and therefore strictly resnonsible,
“aents.  The unity of the nation was not to be broken: hut,
on the eontenry. to he organized hy the Commminal Consti-
ation, and to heeome a reality hy the destraction of the
State vower which claimed to be the embodiment of that
vty ardemendent of, and superior to. the nation iteelf, from
which it was tmt » parasitic excrescence. ... The Communal
Constitetion hrepebt the rural producers pnder the intel-
lactua! lead af the central towns of their districts and there
gectred to themn, in the workinemesn, the nstura' trustees of
their interests. ... Tt was essentially n working class govern-
ment, the nroduct of the strugele of the protucing against
the arprovriating class. the political form at la<t discovered
iinder - which tn work ont the economic emarcipation of
Iabowr—Kaorl Marx, The Cioil War in Fraunce.
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amid the indifference or applause of the world. The
masters knew no mercy; they who accused the Com-
nmnards, falzely and vilely, of savagery acted as sav-
nges even would not act. It was the vengeance of the
master class—the vengeance of the master class at all
times ngninst its slaves who rebel. Today, the bour-
geois <lill froth about the savagerv of the Commune;
it they say nothing about the thousands of men,
woni aml chilklren who were imassacred at Pere la
Chais, who were often hurried alive, who were trans-
ported 1o French Guiana.  Today, the bourgenis froth
about savagery in Russia: lmt they are guiet about
the bloody actions of the hourgeois White Guards in
IFinland, about the savagery of the masters in Ger-
many,  *“*Shoot on sight”—that is the order of the

hourgrois-“Socialist” government in Germany, ap--

proved In the world of Capitalism. Capitalism
trembles at the nynace of Dolshevism: but what a
vengeance will be their's should Dolshevism collapse !
vuat itowen't. ...

The Taris Conmune was the most mature expres-
sion of th; proletarian revolution up to that time. The
iendeney of the French Revolution, among the masses,
wias to go hevond the hourgeois parliamentary state,
with its division between legislative and executive,
add Lo oreanize a completely new state, the federated
cemmuies, uniting all functions of government in tie
nsses.  That was the immature tendency of the
sections and coommunes of the French Revolution,
which the Parie Commune established in practice.

The contribution of the Commune to revolutionary
theory and tastics consisted in developing a new type
of ste, by means of which the proletariat could ac-
complish its emancipation.  The Commune annihil-
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ated the machinery of the olid state—its army, its police
and its hurcaucracy, independent of and imposed
upon the masses, the instruments.of repression used
by the state to coerce the working class; and the Com-
mune, morcover, abolished legislative and executive
functions as separate functions, these being united
democratically in the Commune. The Paris Commune
demonstrated in actual practice that the first task of
the militant proletariat is the conquest of power by
the revolutionary proletariat—the annihilation of the
old bourgeois state and the construction of a new
proletarian state. On this head, N. Lenin wrote in
April 1917: *As to the revolutionary organization and
its task. the conquest of the power of the state and
militarism: From the experience of the Paris Com-
mune, Marx shows that ‘the working class cannot
simply lay hold of the ready-made machinery of the
state and wield it for its purposes.” The proletariat
must break down this machinery. And this has been
either concealed or denied by the opportunists. But
it is the most valuable lesson of the Paris Colmmune
and of the Revolution in Russia of 19o5. The dif-
fersuice between us and the Anarchists is, that we
admit the siate is a necessity in the development of
our Revolution. The difference with the opportunists
and the disciples of Karl Kautsky is, that we claim
we do not need the bourgeois state machinery as com-
plzted in the ‘democratic’ bourgeois republic, but the
divect power of armed and organized workers. Such
is the state we neel Such was the character of the
Commune of 1871 and of the Soviets of Workmen
and Soldiers of 19og and 1917. On this basis we
build.” ‘The new proletarian state of the Paris Com-
mune functioned as a revolutionary dictatorship of
the proletariat. precisely as in Soviet Russia in 1917-
1414,

The Commune was the final magnificent act of the
first revolutionary period of the proletarian mnvement,
while it simultaneously, through its practice of pro-
letarian dictatorship and the new state, projected the
phase of the final revolution of the proketariat. But
the International Socialist movement that developed
after the crushing of the Commune was pacific, mo-
derate. reformistic and uationalistic. 1t repudiated
the lessons of the Commune, became a wholly parlia-
mentary movement, imagining that Sucia]ist'{l _muli:'l
be introduced by means of parliamentary activity on
the hasis of the hourgeois state, that this state could
he used as (e instrument for the emancipatiou of the
working class, *

The roveh shock of the accomplished proletarian
revolution in Russia and of the developing proletarian
revolution i Germany is awakening Socialism from
its parliamentary dreams, from its acceptance of the
bourgeois state. The practice of the proletarian rev-
olution in Russia and in 'Germany is the practice of:
the Paris Commune amplified ond orgonized in accord
cith the newer forces of teday. The amplification
consists largelv in making industrv—the organized
producers—the basis of the new state. The Commune
is again in action. in jts final form, implacable and
unconquerable. The Commune! Proletarian Dictat-
orship! The Revolution!

The Paris Commune was isolated. The interna-
tional proletariat was not awake, did not respond to
the call of the Commune. But the Commune in Rus-
sin has sent the flaming call to proletarian revolution
throughout the world. And there is answer to the
call' The Russian Commune has its natural ally
the awakening international proletariat. The final
struggle is on! Dut—Socialism must reconstruct it-
self in harmony with the experience of the Com-
e — 187 1-141).



