THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

Saturday, March 8, 1919

A Program of Revolutionary Socialism

N its call for an International Communist Congress
of revolutionary Socialism, the Communist Party
of Russia (Bolsheviki) includes “the elements of

the Left Wing of the American Socialist Party (ten-
dency represented by E. V. Debs and the Socialist
Propaganda League.”)

The Socialist Propaganda League was organized about
four years ago. In January 1917 it began to issue a
weekly paper, The Internationalist, which in May
1917 became T'he New International with Louis C
Fraina as editor. The League and The New Inter-
national represented the extreme left of the American
movement : it accepted the Dolshevik program long
before the Bolsheviki conquered power; The New In-
ternational favored the Bolsheviki at a time when no
other American Socialist paper did, at a time when
the New York Call editorially stigmatized the Bolshe-
viki as “anarchists.” The League was the only Ameri-
¢an Socialist organization to agitate in favor of the
Soviet proposal for an armistice on all belligerent
fronts issued in December, 1917.

It is interesting to note that, when they were in this
country Alexandra Kollontay, N. I. Boucharin and
F. Rosin, all of whom occupy high positions in the
Soviet Government,r were members of the Socialist
Propaganda League. The principles of the organi-
zation are elaborated in Fraina's book Rewolutionary
Socialism, authorized and issued by the Central Exe-
cutive Committee of the League. The League is
still in existence, but its paper is no longer published,
since The Revolutionary Age expresses its policy.

In January, 1918, The Socialist Propaganda League
issued a Manifesto incorporating its principles and
tactics, which follows in full:

The conditions of Imperialism inean Capitalism at
the climax of its development and the maturity of the
proletariat for the Social Revolution. These condi-
tions bring a new epoch in history—the epoch of the
final revolutionary struggle of the proletariat against
Capitalism; the epoch of the Social Revolution,

The revolutionary epoch determines the character
of the struggle and tactics of the proletariat and of
Socialism: it means the reconstruction of Socialist
policy, the abandonment of the process of “growing
into” Socialism, which in practice makes Socialism a
part of the capitalist and imperialistic state, and the
overwhelming necessity of Socialism adopting imme-
date revolutionary purposes and tactics.

The Socialist Propaganda League of America, ac-
cordingly, in conformity with the new requirements
and the international policy of revolutionary Social-
ism, as consistently practiced by the proletarian rev-
olution in Russia, declares:

1. The S. P. L. A, accepts the new forms and tact-
tes of the closs struggle against Capitalism,

Imperialism unites all layers of the ruling class
mmto ome general mass of reactionary interests; the
small and formerly independent capitalist groups cease
their strugeles against Dig Capital. and compromise
in Imperialism. Moreover, the policy of Imperialism
merges skilled labor and the “liberal” petite bourgeoi-
sie into the imperialistic state, making the great in-
dustrial proletariat of unskilled labor, the typical pro-
duct of concentrated Capitalism, the immediate and
potential revolufiionary class upon which Socialism
nst build for Social Revolution. The new forms
of the class strugele mean no compromise whatever
with any non-proletarian social groups, mean the mn-
relenting, uncompromising struggle against Capitalism
and all its overt and covert allies. Revolutionary So-
cialism rejects any and all “entangling alliances.”

2. The 5. P. I.. A. accepts the Social Revolution
as the basis for its immediate demands in the class
struggle.

Capitalism is not an abstraction, it is a concrete
force. To avoid the everyday strupgle apgainst Cap-
italism by rejectine immediate demands means that
Socialism hecomes ipso facto either a bourgeois pro-
position, or a sect for the propaganda of dogmatic
affirmations. Our immediate demands, however, are
not demands mare in a dicker with the capitalist state,
hut demands that will he the first measures introducerd

- dustry, and which integrates the general stru

by the “dictatorship of the proletariat” in the process
of the Social Revolution.
no longer an aspiration of the future: it is a fact of
immediate, palptant reality, and must determine our
immediate policy and tactics. Our immediate demands
accordingly, are measures calculated to develop the
moral and physical class consciousness of the prole-
tariat, preparing the proletariat for the general rev-
olutionary struggle.

3. The 5. P. L. A. strives for the unity of indusi-
rial action and Socialist politics into the gencral mass
action of the proletariat and of revolutionary Social-
IS,

Through revolutionary parliamentary action the pro-
letariat meets the bourgeoisie in a general poliilcal
class struggle, and parliamentary action, if aggressive-
ly Socialist, may actively promote the general revolu-
tionary struggle: through its industrial unions, the
proletariat organizes more efficiently for the immedi-
ate struggle against Capitalism, builds the material
economic instrument that in the preliminary period
of the Social Revolution may seize and operate iﬂE
gele o
the proletariat, and projects the mold of the industrial
government of communist Socialism; through mass
action the proletariat unites all its forms of action
into one dynamic struggle, rallies for revolutionary
struggle the great mass of unorganized workers, and
organizes into one general revolutionary movement all
the latent powers of the proletariat for action and the
conquest of power. Moreover, through mass action
the proletariat becomes the arbiter of its own activity.
and hreaks through the conservatism of intrenched
organizations and opportunist officials. The unity of
all means of proletarian action is an indispensable
condition for the Social Revolution.

4. The S. P. L. A. stands for direct industrial and
political action of the workers with full control by the
rank ond file of all representatives and officers.

Until the workers consciously and directly carry on
their industrial and political struggles, confusion and
compromise will persist. © Democracy, the democracy
nf mass action and control, is absolutelv necessary.
Direct industrial action means mass action, No de-
pendence upon “leaders” and dickerings with the em-
nlovers : the workers must act as a mass, independently
and aggressivelv. Direct nolitical action means poli-
cies inseparably united with the industrial struggle,
nolitics frpe from anv taint of compromise, opportun-
ism, or dickering with the capitalist state.

5. The S.P. L. A. opposes all forms of opportun-
iem, social-Imperialism and social-patriotism, and par-
ticularlv opposes the insidious opportunism operating
under the guise of Marxian phrases.

Socialism is everywhere divided into three grouns:
the right. the avowed adherents of war, Imperialism
and a nolicy of hringing “Socialism” by the co-orera-
tion nf classes: the center, the representative of an
atronhied Marxism which is neither revolutionary nor
of Marx. and which, preciselv becanse it uses revolu-
tionary Marxian phrases in its criticism of the rieht
but refuses to accent the new conditions of Socialist
poliev, 1= particnlarly daneerous: and the left, the
eroun of revolutionarvy Socialism in theorvy and prac-
tice, which cleaves firmlv tn the class strueele and
international ealidarity of the proletariat, and which
arlants its policy to the new revoiutionary enoch. No
compromise, no. hourgeois opportunist tactics, but the
immediate revolutionary struegle against Canitalism
in nractice as determined v the conditions of imme-
diate action develoning into the gemeral mass action of
the Social Revolution,

6. The §. P. I.. A. denounres houwracois demor-
rocy, houraeois disormament and o “league of nations”
ac weans calenlated to decieve the workers and per-
fretnate Capilalism,

Boureeois democracy 15 a frand in itself, and under
Tmmnerialism promntes the most brotal interests of the
riling class. Disarmament under Capitalism is an im-
nerialistic nropoeition: the workere must acauire the
armaments for their own nurmnses,  Armament of
the nraletariat jg necessary to disarm the hourgenisie,
estahlish the Revalution, defand the Revolution arainst
attacks of nom-Socialist natioms, and to conauer the
honrgenicie of these nations in co-nperation with its
nralatariat,  Diearmanent fan aniv he the nalicy of
a Serialist state after all Socialist states hove arean-
izev] into a nroletarian leagne of natinns.  Mareover.
damacracy hacamees the last hulwark of defense of
Canitalism, shaken hv the ancomine sroletarian rev-
alntinn « demarraee ie neerd ta miclead the macers. The
Sacial Revalitinn, theaneh the diciatorship nf the nro-

The Social Revolution is’

Jetariat, annihilates bourgeois democracy, annihilates
all the institutions, ideology and social superstitions
of the bourgeois regime in the process of making the
revolution and establishing the society of communist
Secialism, in which alone full and free democracy may
function through the abolition of all class distinctions
and class rule.

7. The 5. P. L. A. recognizes that Imperialism
and State Capitalism are one and indivisible, meaning
the climax of the power of Capitalism and the cepital-
ist state.

Imperialism means Capitalism at the climax of its
development ; State Capitalism is the government form
of expression of Imperialism, uniting all non-prole-
tarian groups within the state and against the prole-
tariat of unskilled labor, and, moreover, establishing
a new, more general and international form of in-
dustrial concentration attainable only through state
control. State Capitalism is not Socialism, and never
can become Socialism. Against Imperialism and State
Capitalism, which intensify the subjection and exploi-
tation of the proletariat, there must be waged an ag-
gressive, unrelenting struggle through industrial unions
and mass action. Imperialism and State Capitalism
muist be overthrown, and substituted by industrial self-
government of the workers,

8 The S. P. L. A. urges upon the proletariat co-
operation with such groups and classes in colonies and
“backward countrics,” which are the objectives of
Imperialism, that wage the struggle against exploita-
tion and fmperialistic Capitalism,

Imperialism internationalizes the class struggle, and
Imnerialism must be fought by means of the interna-
tional class struggle of the proletariat. We must carry
on the struggle against Imperialism by waging ageres-
sively the class struggle within our own national fron-
tiers: and we must carry on the struggle against Im-
nerialism by arousing and co-operating with the pro-
letarian class struggle in the “undeveloped countries,”
which Imperialism seeks to subjugate and exploit.
This implies the international solidarity of the prole-
tariat in action.

0. The §. P. L. A. opposes cll imperialistic wars
and favors all revolutionary wars of the oppressed
agammst the oppressors, and for Socialism.

Imperialistic wars are waped exclusively for ap-
gression and for the more intensive exploitation of
the world proletariat. The “defense of the country”
nnder Imperialism is a fraud: its purpose is to enlist
the enthusiasm and moral energy of the masses for
conquest and spoliation. Revolutionary wars waged
by the revolutionary proletariat for revolutionary pur-
poses are, however, in strict accord with Socialism
and the aspirations of the international proletariat.

10. The §.P. L. A. urges the organisation of Coun-
cils of Workers in the preliminary stages of the Social
Revolution.

~ The revolution of the proletariat annihilates the
parliamentary regime and its state. The parliament-
arv regime is the expression of bourgeois democracy;
its division of functions into legislative and executive
is a necessarv, deceptive means of acting against the
oppositron—the legislature talks and represents the
pretence of “democracy,” while the executive acts
autncratically. The proletarian revolution cannot seize
hold of the ready-made machinerv of the state and
use it for its own purpnse : this machinerv of the bour-
geois state is destroyed. A new form of government
must be organized, consisting of the industrially or-
ganmized workers. uniting democratically within itself
the functions of lerislature and executive—as was
done by the proletarian revolution in Russia.

11. The S.P.L.A. organizes to wage a struqole on
ticve fronts, inside and outside of the Socialist Party.
The organization is formed to work in the Socialist
Party ms well as indenendently of the party. The

- task ahead is the revolutionary reorganization of the

American Socialist movement. We do not confine our
efforts within the Socialist Partv, however. bhecause
onr purpose is to arouse the general mass action of
the nroletariat out of which revolutions arise. and con-
seanently our organization is constantly in contact
with the struggles and aspirations of the industrial
vroletariat.

12. The §5. P. I.. A. pledars itsclf to support a neso
Sortalist International the tmmediate purposes and
palicy of which shall be tn accord with the new ree-
olutionary eporh : solich shall. ronseanently., reject
ey and all rompromise and shall wwane the 1vternn-
tinnal rlacs struqale thranah the qgeneral revalutionary
mass action of the proletariat,



