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The Birth of the American Soviet

Council of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors of Portland, Oregon

Declaration of Principles
E Council of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors
" I declares that society as at present constituted is
based upon the ownership of the means of living
by the capitalist or master class, and the consequent
enslavement of ths working class, by whose labor
alone weakth is produced.

In this society there is an antagonism of interests
manifesting itself in a struggle between the master
class end the working cless. which struggle can only
be abolish:d by the emancipation of the working class
from the domination of the master class by ths con-
version of the means of production and distribution,
sow held by the master class, into the common pro-
perty of socitty, and their democratic control by ali
of society.

In the order of social evolution
the working class is the last class
to achieve emancipation, therefore
the emancipation of. the working
class must be accomplished by the
working class itself. We can never
expect the master class to intro-
duce any measures that will be of
slightest benefit to the working
class

machinery of government,
inculding the armed forces of the
pation, exists only to conserve the
monopoly by the capitalist class
of the wealth taken from the
wotrkers, tharefore the workers
must crganize consciously for the
conquest of the powers of govern-
ment, national and local, in order
that this machinery, including
these forces, may be converte
from an instrument of oppression
into an instrument of emancipa-
tion.

The ruling class today is absol-
utely incapable of longer conduct-
ing the industrial affairs of the
nation in a manner conducive to
the welfare of the people. Every
act- of its official spokesmen in
the congress, the senate of ths
United States and the various
state legislatures proves its utter
insbility to deal with the problems
confronting it. Industry has reach-
ed such a point of development
that the forces of production have
come into violent conflict with the
existing relations of production,
therefore a period of revolution
tust ensue in which these relations must be burst
asunder.

The working class must organize into a class organ-
ization for the purpose of waging unceasing warfare
against the capitalist class and its instrument of op-
pression by any action that has for its object the over-
throw of the political state of the master class and the
substitution therefore of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat,

The purpose of the Council of Workers, Soldizrs
and Sailors is to organize all members of the work-
ing class into one organization and train them in the

The fellvwing Declaration of Principles and Form of
Orzawizatic n o the Conncil of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors
of Fortlued, Ore. and vicinity have been forwarded to us
for puliicetioa, e feel that this is one of the mosi impari-
an? underalivas of the American workers and is in line with
the aititede of t7eir Curopean brothers, even in those connts
rics where the the Secial Revolution is not yel definilely in
actinn., ¢ sincerely hope that the movement will be token
up throziohoxt America by the returned soldiers and sailorg
in conperciian with their brothers in the labor mov-ment, The
act'en nf e idnstrial barons of this country regarding the
refwrned eoldicys and satlars certainly shows the necessity for
fhiz work aud ace hope that these councils will remrin true
tn lieir pe=np-e aud sl not deaencrate intr m-tual adrir-
rtian  socie iex which con be esploited bv the politicans,
e Mas been the rose with previous organigations of weferan
soldicrs and railors.

Owr adeice 1o sech organizations would be to immediately
link theneeives into a nationwide growp and federate with
similar Furapean and Canadian orgenizations. .The Revol-
utiorgry Ace wil! be glad to place its columns al the dizposal
of such eovwani<utions or of indiidwel soldiers and sailors
who wwish o veice their demands, “He has rights who dares
manlain thewn.”
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Vested Interests: “Ah, the dear fellow, he footed that other Bill so nicely, surely he

won't mind footing this one for us!”’

principl:s of mass action in order that we may realize
that accumu'ativn of energy, that concentration of
force and ceniinuity of resistance necessary to strike
the final blow against the capitalist class.

Form of Organization

1. The Conncil of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors
shali by ceposed of all men and women employed
in bulusicy or who in any manner whatsoever con-
tribete b the sceial welfare, except those who employ
the lulesr This includes all who work for
wagris, wars 1 who are engaged in housekeeping, dis-
charged sciliers and sailors; in fact all the working
class, emploved or unemployed.

of nilers.

2. No craft or industrial division shall be recog-
nized by the Council, but existing organizations may
send delegates to the Council, the basis of representat
ion being one delegate for every one hundred memb-
¢rs in good standing, or major fraction thereof, prov-
iding such organization endorses the Declaration of
Principles of the Council of Workers, Soldiers and
Sailors. The representation of ths Soldiers and Sail-

ors shall be upon the same basis as the representation
of the Workers.

3. The Council shall have the following officers,
elected for a period of six months, but subiect to re-

+call at any time by a majority vote of d:legates, and

the terms of office shall expire on the 315t of December
and the 3oth of June:—a president, vice-president,
recording secretary, secretary-
treasurer, sergeant at arms and
reading clerk.

4- The president shall preside
at all meetings and be ex-offico
member of all committees. except
where a committee is elected to
investigate the official acts of the
president. The vice-president shall
be present at all meetings, and act
as chairman in case of absence of
the president. The recording sec-
retary shall keep a record of the

minutes of every meeting and’
j permit any member of the Council
to exam'ns them upon request.
The secretary-treasurer shall have
charge of all funds and keep an
accurate account of receipts and
expenditures, Thz sergrant at
arms thall take care of the door
and admit only bona-fide members
of the Council at any busimess
meeting. The reading clerk shall
rcad the minutzs of the previous
mecting, communications, etc. In
case of absence of sergeant at
arms or reading clerk, the pres

ident shall appoint members to
‘ake their places.

5. All checks must be signed
“y the secretary-treasurer, the
sresident and vice-president. All
monty must be deposited in a re-
‘iable bank.

6. Robert's Rules of Order
shall be observed at all meetings.

2. This shall be the only rules
of order observed by the Council
of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors,
as we do not recognize bourgeois formulas and con-
sider a detailed constitution an impediment to revolu-
tionary action.

& Any member of this Council who denounces th:
declaration of principles will be immz:diately expelled
upon competent proof. withoat the formality of a trial.
In case the expelled member desires a trial it shall be
granted.

0. Sufhcient working cominittees shall be elected,
subject to the desires of the Council.

10. This document shall be amended at any tirme,

subject to majority vot™ of the Central Executive
Committes.
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