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BELIEVE our present situation, despite all the

contradictions il contams, can e characterized by
bwer Uheses: Fusd, that we never before slood s aear
W ot milernatmmal ],nulrl;lri.'lll vevolition as g [es-
et second, tat we om the other bl ever fownd
vurselves inoa wee dangerons posttion an now,

Aud the most serions parl of onr sitwation consists
in the fact that the broad masses of the peaple are
hardly aware of the danger that menaces us. There-
fore ,it must be one of the principal tasks of the Sovict
representatives to make the present situation entirely
clear to the broad masses—no matter how difficult this
task may sometimes be. The weightiest objection that
was raised against the Soviet Goverament, not only by
the bourgeoisie but also from the ranks of the lower
middle class that had lost faith in Socialism, was that
we allegedly had begun the Socialist revolution in
Russia in a reckless manner, as the revolution in West-
ern Europe was not ‘yet due.

Comrades, now in the fifth year of the world war
the general collapse of Imperialism is an evident fact;
now it is clear that the revolution in all the belligerent
countries i35 unavoidable. We, however, wlose ex-
istence at the beginning was counted by days or wecks,
at the most, have done more in this year of the revolu-
tion than ever has been done by any other proletarian
party in the world. The bourgeoisie no longer de-
nies that Nelshevisin is now an international phenom.
enon. Of course, you know that the revolution has
broken out in Bulgaria and that the Bulgarian soldiers
are organizing councils, or Soviets, after the Russian
model. Now comes the news that similar Soviets are
in the process of being organized also in Serbia. The
vational bourgeoisie of the various small States of
Austria will not be able to hold out. In Austria, too,
the revolution of the workers and peasants is knock-
g at the door everywhere.

In Germany the press already talks openly of the
abdication of the Kaiser and the Independent Secial
Democratic Party now dares to speak of the German
republic.  This certainly means something! The Ger-
man revolulion is already a fact. The military party
talks about it openly. In East Prussia revolutionary
commitices have been formed ; revolutionary slogans
are heing uttered. The Scheidemann gang will net re-
main at the helm very bing; it does wot represent ‘the
hroad masses of the people, and the proletarian revo-
lutim in Germany is inevilable,

S far as Haly is conwerned, the revolutionary seuli-
weut of the proletariat of that country is evident to
us.  When Camnpers, tw social patriot who has turned
himself over to the bourpeoisie, visited the ecities of
Italy and preached patriotism 1o the workers he was
hissed out everywhere. During the war the Italian
Socialist Party has taken a big step toward the Left.
[n France at the beginning of the war the number
of pariots among the workers was only too great, for
it was declared that the soil of France and Paris was
menaced. But there, too, the attitude of the prole-
tariat is changing. When a letter was read to the last
convention telling what mischief the Entente was up
to in Russia there were shouts of “Long live the Rus-
sian Socialist Republic™ and “Long live the Soviets!”
Yesterday we got word that at a meeting held in Paris
2,000 metal workers greeted the Soviet Republic.

And in England it is true that the so-called Inde-
pendent Labor Party has not openly entered into an
alliance with the Bolsheviki, but its sympathies for us
are constantly on the increase. The Socialist Labor
Parties of Scotland have even come out openly for the
Bolsheviki.

This fact looms up before us entirely on its own ini-
tiative: Bolshevism has become a world theory and the
tactics of the international proletarat. And the work-
ingmen of all countries, who formerly read only the
lying and calumnious articles and news reports of the
bourgeois press, are now beginning to take stock of
what is happening in Russia. And when last Wednes-
day a demonstration took place in Berlin, and the
workers—in order to show their ill-will tovrard the
Kaiser—wanted to march in front of his palace, they
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M wend 1o the Bussian Faobagsy i vrder thas o
annnmnee Ui solila ity with the st of the Russian
Prodetariam Govermnent,

Sa Envoper has got this Gir o the Gl vear of the
war. Therefore, we also declare that we never were
so near to the world-widde revolution as we are today.
Our allies are millions and millions. of proletarians
m all the countrics of the world, DBut for all that, I
repeat that our situation never before was so precari-
ous as it is at present, because in Europe, as well as
in America, Bolshevism is being reckoned with as a
world power and a world danger.

Immediately following the conclusion oi the peace
of violence [Brest-Litovsk] we began the positive
work of building up the Socialist republlic.  As soon
as we gave an opporlunity toithe peasanis actually to
pet along without the land owners, and a chance to
the industrial workers to arrange their own life with-
out the capitalists, as soon as the people understood
that it could manage the State itself, without slavery
and exploitation, then it became clear to everyvone, and
also manifested itself in practice, that no power and
ro counter-revolution in the world would be able to
overthrow the Soviet power, 1, ¢., the government of
the workers and peasants. It required many months
for us to come to th's conviction in Russia.

In the citics the revolution began to consolidate
itself already in November, 1917, hut in the country
it did not do so until the Summer of 1918, In the
Ukraine, on the Dom, and in varions other places, the
peasants have had occasion to feel the power of the
Constituents and the Czecho-Slovaks in their own
affairs. This requircd many, many months, hut our
agricultural population comes out of the strugyle
hardencd. The peasants finally hecame aware of the
danger menacing them from the side of the capitalists
amed the land owners, hut were not Trizshtened, and
wmerely said to themselves: “We have Tearoed miuch in
a singhe year, bt we ghall Tearn still more.”

The West European bourpesisie. thal ap o now
hias not taken the Bolsheviki seronsly, is now becom-
g aware that in Russia a power has avisen and
sbtinds there alone wlouch as able o aronse trine beroe-
b aned e prenmine spavit of sell soerilice e massaes,
When this proletavian power began to infect Faropwe
e domirpevnsie of the world aeded that i, Geo, sl
reckon with this eneimy, Aol s the Torgenisie e
gan to unite more closely in proportion as we drew
nearer to te proletarian world revolution which Nared
np, now hiere, now there,

Now the situation for us, for the Russia of the
Sovicts, has changed and events are following their
course at a quickened pace. Jlefore, we had to deal
with two groups of imperialistic robher Siates, that
were striving to destroy each other. But now they
have noticed, especially by the example of German
Imperialism, that their principal enemy is the revo-
lutionary proletariat. By reason of this fact a new
danger for us has now arisen, a danger that as _yet
has not quite unfolded itsclf, and is not yet fully vis-
ible—the danger that the Anplo-French Imperialists
are quictly preparing for us. We must keep this
canger clearly before our eves so that we, with the
aid of the leaders of the masses, with the hiclp of the
representatives of the workers and peasants, may
make the broad masses of the people aware of this
danger.

In German Government circles we mav now ob-
scrve two lines of thought, two plans for salvation,
as it were, if there can be any talk at all of salvation.
One group says: ““We want to gain time and holl out
until Spring; perhaps we may succeed in winning by
arms!” The other says that it is of the greatest im-
portance to arrive at an agreement with England and
France at the expense of the Bolsheviki. In this con-
nection one might believe that between the English
and French on the one side, and Germany on the other,

a lacit agrecment something: like this exists: "Don't
vour Ceermans beave the Ulkeame so longe as we have
el sweraved there, See to it et the Bolshevika don’t
ped i, then everything ebwe will be seljusted.”  And
the Gernans Bake povat care (o ae so, for they know
that for pooved serviee ghey, Loo, will pet some ol
e limat,

That is the judgment of the Anglo-French imperial
ists, fur they very well understand that the bourgeoisie
of the occupied distrﬁpls—l-‘ mland, the Ukaine, or Po-
land—will not be able to holil its ground a single day
after the withdrawal of the German parrisons. And
the bourgeoisic of these countries, who only yester-
day sold their territory to the Germans, are today of-
fering their fatherland to the English and thie French.
‘This conspiracy of the bourgeoisic of all countrics
against the revolutionary workers and the Bolsheviki
is constantly becoming more clearly outlined and be-
comes cynically apparent.  So it is our direct duty to
point out this danger to the workers and peasants of
all the belligerent countries.

But for us, comrades, the German revolution is fa-
vorable. Considering the power and the degree of
origanization of the German proletariat, we may be-
eve that the German revolution will develop such
power and will be so well organized that it will solve
a bupdred international problems. Only we must
know how to march in line with the German revo-
tion, not to run ahcad of it and injure it, but to help it.
And our comrades, the communists of the Ukraine,
must bear this in mind. Our prmcipal work must he
carrying on propaganda, but a daring. persistent
popaganda.

We must not forget that Germany forms the most
important link in the revolutionary chain. The suc-
cess of the world revolution depends to the greatest
degree upon Germany. We must not fail to con-
sider the changes and excrescences accompanying cov-
ery revolution. In every country the revolution fol-
lows its particular ways and tliese ways are so differ-
eny and tortuous that in many countrics the revolu-
tion can be delayed one or two years, Livery country
must pass through definile political stages in order
o arrvive al the very same poinl - the inevitable prole-
Gutan revelution,  Amd although the international
prodetariat as pow awakening ol making iaportant
Progiress, we munst conless that our position is partiv
whuly diffiwenlt bwecanse our enemivs divect their at-
ks aggonst us as their principal coemy. Now they
are preparing o Gght, wob against e Toestile e,
Tt agzainst intermational Bolshievisin,

We st direct vur entire attention g present to
our southern front, where the fate, nat only of Russia,
e also of the international revolution, is 1o be de-
ciledl. We have nany prospects of victory, Bt
what favors us most of all is the fact that a change
has taken- place in the popular feeling. The people
have grasped the fact that in defending Soviel Russin
it is not- defending the interests of the capitalists, Tt
its own interests, its own country amd desires, =
[actories and shops, its life and liberty, The discip-
line of the Red Army is gaining, but it is not a dis.
cipline of the club, but the discipline of Sacialism,
the discipline of a society of equals.

The army is turning out thousands of officers who
have gone through the course of study in the new
proletarian military schiools, and other thousands who
have only gone through the hard school of war itself.
Our southern front is the front against the whola
Anglo-French imperialism, against the most import-
ant opponent we have in the world. Dut we do not
fear this opponent, for we know that it will soon face
the struggle with its "internal enemy.” Three months
ago it was said that only the half-crazy Bolsheviki
could believe in the German revolution; but today we
see how in the course of a few months Germany has
changed from a mighty empire to a rotten tree trunk.
The force that has overthrown Germany is also work-
ing in England. It is only weak today, but with every
step that the English and French advance in Russia
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