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THE story of intervention in Russia is the story of
an unjustifiable assault upon a nation, decided
upon because the people of this nation determined to

T a new Socialist society.
story of intervention is the story of the deter-
mination of international Capitalism to crush the So-
cialist Soviet Republic, by means of starvation and
waging war upon its people, in order to crush inter-
pational Socialism.

The war was a war between two rival groups of
belligerents, determined to crush each other and se-
cure all power. Each plumed itself upon being
superior to the other, each declared that the nther
was an enemy of humanity; yet both groups acted in
precisely the same way against revolutionary Soviet
Russia, waged war upon Soviet Russia, used the ter-
rible suffering of the Russian le to accomplish re-
.acitonary purposes of their own. The form of expres-
sion varied, the fundamental purposes were identical:

Capitalism against Socialism,

Let us trace the storv of intervention in Russia. In
an address to Congress, January 4, 1918, President
Woodrow Wilson said:

*The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in
the months to come will be the acid test of their good will,
of their comprehension of her needs as distinct from their
own interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish sym-

y.”
Pt(!.'iﬂlden words, and true, The character of each na-
tion and of its “ideals” have been tested by revolution-
ary Russia: Each -and every bourgeois nation.has
acted against revolutionary Russia. The ideals of
bourgeois society are miserable, lying imqustcrs.

Imperial Germany, the Germany of Capitalism and
Imperialism, revealed its predatory characler at the
Brest-Litovsk Peace Conference. The Bolsheviki
came to Brest-Litovsk to negotiate a general demo-
cratic peace; the Austro-German imperialistic dele-
gates accepted, in words, the formula of no annexa-
tions and no indemnities, and then in act repudiated
the formula, insisted upon an indemnity and the an-
nexation of Galicia and the Baltic Provinces. The
Bolsheviki refused to accept “this peace of robbers
an Jmve-traders,” abandoned the Conference with-
out signing the treaty, Then—the troops of impenal-
istic Germany and Austria marched into undefended
Russia “in name of civiliation;” and certain Iirm--

uential personages and newspapers representing Im-
:eﬁﬂiﬂptmm; the Allies E:chrcd that it was a
good thing for Germany to invade Russial Revolu-
ti Russia, alone, was compelled to accept a peace
of violence and shameless robbery. Imperialistic Ger-
many sated its ravenous appetite. e

And the Allies? “In the name of civilization,” they
refused revolutionary Russia’s appeal to enter general
peace negotiations, compelled the Bolsheviki to hold a
separate peace conference. The Bolsheviki all the
time, however, insisted upon a peace basis Enr‘gcm:-ral
peace. \While Germany was wreaking her wili upon

rate Russia in “the name of civilization,” the
Allies did not lift a finger to help their “ally”-—equal-
ly “in the name of civilization.” In fact, the imperial-
istic press of the Allies violently and viciously attacked
Russia, at a time when Russia, alone, was waging a
te but glorious struggle against German Im-
perialism. \While the Bolsheviki wene waging this
struggle, the representatives of the Allies in Russia
intrigued against the Soviet Government, worked for
a mestoration of reaction and the bourgecis govern-
ment. When Germany marched its troops into Russia,
the ‘Allies did not nﬂir'my help whatever. Indeed,
at this time, the Soviet Government asked the gov-
prnments of France, Great Britain and the United
States whether, if Russia carried on the war, they
would assist with munitions and food. The govern-
ments of the Allies did mot answer. Russia made
peace. International Imperialism chuckled : Socialism
is conquened ! _

Germany directly and the Allies indirectly acted
against the Soviet Republic, against Socialism. Touch-
ing unanimity! . . . It is the class struggle. . . .

But Soviet Russia in abandoning the military war
against German Imperialism, immediately opened a
new war—a war of revolutionary propaganda within
Germany to awaken the proletariat for the revolu«
tionary overthrow of the German government. When
Soviet Russia made its offer of an armistice on all
fronts, it developed a powerful propaganda among
the Austro-German troops, millions of leaflets,

lets and daily newspapers, printed in German,
ungarian and other lan being distributed,
B oeiopedhdber the reuhcasion of peace, this
i ter the ratification of peace, tins
.. was continued in Emnmr and Austria,
agitators placing life and liberty in jeop-

ardy for the cause of ﬂitniﬂnlulinn.
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Immiediately upon his arrival in Berlin, the Bol-
shevik ambassador, Joce, became the centre of revo-
lutionary propaganda agaeinst the Kaiser's govern-
ment. Joffe refused to megt the Kaiser, as was the
ambassadorial custom (repeatedly, after August 4,
1914, and before the United States entered the war,
American Ambassador Gerard met the Kaiser), and
instead gave a banquet in the Russian Embassy to
German revolutionary Socialists. Rosa Luxemburg,
just out of prison for agitation against the German
government, was the guwest of honor; Franz Mehring,
Licbknecht Socialist, was toastmaster, while the In-
dependent Socialist Haase acted as chairman, The
German government was bitterly denounced, the Ger-
man revolutionary Socialists speaking freely and fully,
since the embassy was neutral soil and they could not
be prosccuted, . . . And the next day the bourgeois
press, in reporting the affair, wailed at the outrage of
an amhassador associating thus with “the enemies of
the Empire”! Peculiar fellows these "Bolshevik
agrents of the Kaiser” |

DBut in the meantime, the Allied press, and often
government representatives, accused the Bolsheviki
of being pro-German,—at a time when the Bolsheviki
were waging a new war (and, as we see now, a vic-
torinus war) against German Imperialism. The Al-
lics blockaded Russia, isolated her from the world, re-
fuseld to allow Russia to purchase food and machin.
cry in the markets of the world: the Allies consciously
adopted the policy of starving the Russian people as a
means of starving out the Soviet Government. Rep-
resentatives of the Allies in Russia, moreover, plotted
and engaged in counter-revolutionary moves against
the Government. In the meantime, Bolshevik Am-
Lassador Joffe brought, through diplomatic couriers,
millions of revolutionary pamphlets into Germany,
urging the people to make a revolution against Imperi-
alism and the gpovernment. . . .

While the All-Russian Soviet Congress in March
was in session at Moscow, President Wilson cabled a
message of encouragement. . .. The campaign
against the Soviet Republic flared up again. , . .

The Allies, it.is clear, imagined that the Soviet
Government could not last, that it was not represen-
tative of the Russian people, and that by starving Rus-
sia the process of the Bolshevik collapse would be ac-
cclerater. DBut the Russian people, in spite of coun-
ter-revolutionary plots from within and without, re-
fused to overthrow their government. The Soviet
Republic, instead of weakening, was strengthened by
every single new day of its existence.

The Allies realized this fact, and the campaign for
armed intervention in Russia assumed enormous pro-
portions—intervention to rescue the Russian people
from starvation and from the allies of Germany, the
Bolsheviki! The ideals of Capitalism and Imperial-
ism, in the test, are revealed as maggots. . . .

The Czechn-Slovak adventure provided the oppor-
tunity, Czecho-Slovak prisoners from Austria had,
wnder Kerensky, been formed into independent units
to ficht Germany and Austria for the independence
of Bohemia. Reactionary officers of the old regime
were put in command. When peace was signed with
(Germany, arrangements were made for the Czecho-
Slovaks to leave Russia for the western front by way
of Viadivostok, On the march, the counter-revolu-
tionary Russian officers and other counter-revolution-
ary clements instigated the Czecho-Slovaks against the
Russian peaple, apainst the Soviets; and fighting de-
veloped. Tn order to stop this counter-revolutionary
activity, which was demoralizing the railways and
food transportation, Trotzky demanded that the
Crecho-Slovaks vield up their arms, This met with
a refusal, and the Czechs began a regular war against
the Soviets and the Russian people—a brutal war, a
counter-revolutionary war, upon the instigation of re-
actionary clements.

Then the imperialistic press of the Allies yelled in
unison, “Armed Austrian and German prisoners in
Russia are massacring the Czecho-Slovaks.” The
fact that, upon Trotzky's request, an Allied military
mission had investigated the charge of “"arming Aus-
tro-GGerman prisoners” and found it false, did not
daunt the imperialistic press in its lying campaign. The
fact that the only massacres were massa:res of the
Russian people by the Czecho-Slovaks did not daunt
the imperialistic press in its lying campaign,

After much diplomatic palaver. armed intervention
in Russia was decided uwpon. British and French
troops were already in Archanpgel, British and French
and Japanese troops in Viadivostok. The American
government decided to isin. But in announcing the

ussia!
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American government's intention to send troops to
Vladivostok, the American State Department on Au-
gust 3 issued a statement, which said:
*“Military intervention in Russia would be
to add to the present sad confusion there than

tl posed, L

ently pro even sy
its immediate object of de st
many from the east, would in its [the American govern-
ment's] judgment be more likely to turn out to be mere-
Iy a of making use of Russia than to be & method
of serving her.”

This was an excellent evaluation of the situation,

and true. President Wilson is a master of words. . ..

But in the same statement it was declared that the
purpose of landing American troops in Vladivostok
was to assist “the westward moving Czecho-Slovaks."
Westward moving Crecho-Slovaks—but this was atcay
from Viadivostok, back into the heart of Russia!
Surely this was not assisting the Czecho-Slovaks to
get out of Russia—and it was interpreted by the press
as a declaration of war against the Soviet government.
State Department officials have privately declared
that “westward” was a misprint for “eastward”: then
why was a public correction never made?

The offensive against the Soviet Government was
on,—to crush the revolution! At Viadivestok Diritish
and Japanese troops had dispersed the Sovict and ar-
rested its officials, making the world safe for demoe-
racy! A mew election was held, and the mumcipal
officials elected were overwhelmingly Bolshevik—but
the Allies refused to allow these officials to take pow-
er, and placed a counter-revolutionary administration
in power.—the right of peoples to self-povernment!

+ + « Intervention, the Allies declared, was in-
vited by the Russian people. But why did the people
of Vladivostok, after seeing the beneficience of inter-
vention in their own city, overwhelmingly elect Bol-
shviki to office? The counter-revolution invited the
troops of the Allies, not the Russian people.

Allied troops from Archangel and Vladivostok
marched into Russia, the Czecho- Slovaks assumed the
offensive. On August 6, 1918, Soviet Commissaire
of Foreign Affairs Tchicherin issued the following
statement, in the form of a note to tlve American
Government through Consul-General Poole:

“We at to inform r Government a
ple a th:t’?anm lotaly mﬂ.lﬂﬁlh‘h nth:kﬂnn?du;
pronounced act of vi is being committed against

us. Our people want nothing but to live in e and
friendship with the masses and workers of all nations.
Despite the existing state of peace, Anglo-French armed
forces have invaded our territory, taken our towns and
villages by force, dissolved our workers’ organizations, im-
prisoned their mombers, and driven them from thoir
homes without nn{ rcason possibly warranting these
predatory acts, Without a declaration of war and with-
out tho existence of a state of war, hostilities aro opened
against us and our national property pillaged. Toward
us no justice is observed and no laws acknowledged by
those who sent these invading troopa aganinst us, for we
are the first to establish a Government for the oppressed
poor. Barefaced robbery is held permissible arainst us.

T e, who represent the poor, are ne barbarians
like these invaders. Our retaliation agninst those who

shoot tho members of our Sovicts does not take the shape
of similar acts against the representatives of these pov-
ernments. . . . We intern the nationals of invading
powers in concentration campa. We apply these precau-
tinary measures only against the members of tho proper-
tied classes, who are our opnonents, No such measuroa
are taken gainst our natural allies, the workingmen of
these same countries, who hanpen to be here. The work-
ing classes of the whole world are our friendn, Precisely
at this moment we ray thiy to tha countriea whose armiea
proceed with open violence againat ua, and we eall out
to their people: “Peace be to the homes of the poor.”

This impassioned and just protest met with no offi-
cinl answer, and was reviled by the hourgenis press.
The Soviets aak:d_tht Allies to state their grievances,
and negotiate, saying they would be only too glad to
get the Czecho-Slovaks out of Russia, but the Allics
did not answer,

Why? Solemn promises and pledges had been
made not to interfere in the internal affairs of the
Russian people: but the British Government stated,
through Lloyd-George, that the purpose of interven-
tion was to create “a centre for the clements opposed
to Bolshevism.” Solemn promises and pledges! They
are the camouflage of Capitalism, means for the de-
ception of the proletariat.

It was war upon the Russian people, it was war
against Socialism, it was Capitalism against Socialism,

The Russian people did not rise in revolt against
the Bolsheviki, instead they rose in revolt against the
invading troops. . . .

The futilit}r and counter-revolutionary character of
intervention 1s now clear; it is clear that the Allies are
starving the Russian people. . . . But alien troops
are still at Archangel and Viadivostok! The interven-
tion of the proletariat is necessary: Withdraw from
Russia!
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