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THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

Chapters from My Diary |

¥
Entering France. — Paris. — Viviani. — Joffre. —
Briand, — Clemenceau.

OVEMBER 19, 1914, I croased the French
boundary. Already there were many
wounded all over, and Red Cross Sisters

were at the doors of the cars with collection boxes.
Evervone had a feeling that the war would end
not later than the Spring, although no one could
precisely say why., Simple humanity had not yet
come to the point of regarding war as the normal
condition of affairs.

. Paris wad sad: the hotels were closed. and by
ro means all the persons who had fled from the
city in August had as yet returned; the streets
were plurged in darkness at night, the cafes closed
at 8 P. M. “What is the expla.:ation for this last
step?’ 1 ssked the people who knew. ‘“That’s
vervy cimple; General Gallieni, the Governor of
Paria. does not wish to have any gathering of
crowds. In timea like these, the cafes micht very
eagily become. in the evenings the centres of cri-
ticiam and of dissatisfaction amone the laboring
claacea, whirh are kept busy by day.”

All over there were many women in black. In
the firet davs, when the proudly patriotic mood
was atill upon them, mournine was worn not only
bv mntherr and wives, but even by rather distant
relatives. The children nlayed at wer sll over. and
manv had heen dressed in armv uniforms by their
motters, Convalescent wounded soldiers, with
fresh crosaes on their breasts, awarmed in all the
etreeta, Tn respectful, almost flattering conver-
setion with them stood old men, whn were not
ornly patrintie, but sometimes phvsicallv able, in
whpee |analy were the ribhama of the Tacion of
Honor, Thare ave a lot of tham in Paris, theae
indestrurtihle advocatea of a “war fuson’su hont”
who in 1870 were to young to serve and now are
ton old.

At timaq there wera Teprelins, T rememher a
nieht in Derember (1914), when I was retnming
Fame throurh streets that were in sremi-darkneas,
From one direction, later from annther, there
rere trumpet hlsgta thet were tarrifvine to the
l2at deoree, Nark shadows rushed bv, and one by
ore the street lanterns, covered hv acreena acrnag
the ton, were mut ont. A few minutes later the
streets were absolutely dark. and not a soul! in
tkem. I did not understand at all, althouch 1

had an ides that samething interesting was going
L

Suddenly there was a dull roar, then another—
rearer. & third—again more distant. It became
tlear that there was a Hombardment: were the
shota fired . from the eround upward, or out of
the air downward? That is, were the canons
ghooting in order to fight off inviaible Zeprelins,
or were +hase cruisers of the air dropping explo-
aive shella?

I learned later thet hoth these things had been
roing on at onre, Half an hour later the search-
licht on the Eiffel Tower beean to pierce the
clonds. Once more in my hotel, I was confronted
with smn unuszual tableaun: all the time inmates
were gittine on the steps of the windine atairease
reading, conversing, or playing cards by the licht
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of tallow candles. It was strictly prohibited to
turn on the electric light in the rooms. From my
window in the fifth story I had an indistinct sen-
sation of the city that was in hiding beneath me,
Distant explosions were twice heard azain. The
rearchlights ceaselessly plaved over the clouds.
Early in the morning we again heard the trumpet
blasts, this time stormy and jovous: the enemy
had been put to flicht. you mirht turn on your
light, and those who had sought safety in the
cellars might with impunity mount the staircase
to their roomsa. The morning after that. the papers
announced in what parts of the citv houses had
heen destroved, and how many human victims
there had been.
& | »

At the head of the French Government at the
becrinnine of the war stood the rather colorless
nhrasemaker Viviani. who had formerlv bheen a
Socialist and a pupil of Jaurea. In fact, the French
boureeoisie seems to make a practice of entrost-
ing the mosat responsible government noata tn the
Socialists of yesterdav. The Frerch Radicals,
are for the most part distineguished bv their over-
who constitute the principal rartv of the Rennblie,
narrow ard provincial petit-boureeois outlook,
swhich would prevent them from cuidine the world
interests of the French Roursze. A lawver who
has rone throuch the schnol of Socialism, and
who knows what manner of speech to nse tnward
the workine massez, is much more adantshle to
the commlicated nolities of the nre<ent dav.—on
the condition. of courae. -that this lawver fa nre-
pared to sell his conacience. sn to sneak, to Coni-
taliam for a sufficient consideration. Apnther
former Socinlist, Briand. once an exnorant of the
general strike. held the position nf Minjater of
Justice in the Viviani Ministry. PRriand assumed
an pttitnde of unconcealed skertiriam taward the
head of his miristry, orerlv eriticized the resctio-
nary devices of his chief in the corridors of the
Chamber. swd did not a little toward preparing
the downfall of his friend and superior in this
WAaYy.

The oreetice of Joffre. at this moment. juet
after the Battle of the Marne. by which the ad-
vanre of the Germans had been satonnred, had
reached its hirhest roint. The entire press could
not smeak of him without remuflexions. and re-
fevred to the Parliament of ths Renublic. with
Bonspartist conteraptuousneas, as to a body of
windiammers, with no nreful function in the
world. The reactionary depths were bniling with
active preparations for a great coun d’etat. Ne-
gotiations were being carried on with the chief
newspaver of France “Le Temos”, in this conrec-
tion and reports concerning them were a matter
of every-dav roassip. As far as worda merelv were
eomnerned. the Bemapartiat coun d'etat was al-
ready in the air. But, to reduce the hare to a ra-
gout, as the French proverb pnts it, it is neces-
sary, first of all, to have vour hare: that ia iust
what was lackine: for vou cammot have a Bona-
partist coun d’etat without a Borarart,

At any rate, hardly anvone conld have been leas
appropriate for this role than “Papa Joffre.” His

guarded and cautious character, the absence of
any ideal spark, made him a precise opposite to
the great genius of French military tradition, Na-
poleon. In the domain of strategy, Joffre is a pre-
cise counterpart of the conservative and narrow
French petite bourgeoisie, which is afraid of tak-
ing any step that involves any risk. After the
Battle of the Marne (the credit for. which is as-
ﬂmr many nn:f t::: l.'.:nﬂ're. :;lat]:itn_ﬂaﬂieni} - tht:,
prestige e gen ssimo began
go down, at first graduslly, later with great swift-
ness. Nor did the French army discover another
eagle to succeed him. Of new victories and of new
glories there were none. The chances for a mili-
tary coup d'etat naturally went by the board.

In fact, there are no “eagles” in tk: military
life of France &t the present time. On the cont-
nary, never has mediocrity prevailed with such
undisputed sway in the Third Republic, as at the
present traeic epoch. The greatest man whom
the French boureeoisie has manaced to attract
to a position of leadership is Aristide Briand.
Without posseasing a single.dominatine “nation-
al” idea, without the most necessary.guidine prin-
ciples of statemanshin or moralitv. a past master
in the art of wire-pulline, a trafficker in the lost
souls of the French Parliament. an indigator of
bribery and corrurtion, a preatidiritator with the
manners of a political grisette, Aristide Briand
ia, in his everv quality, a complete caricature of
f;l-ne1 ";:Emtnm" ©f the “national” war for “libe-
ration”,

The most formideble opronent pf Reiand is the
old urdoer of miniatries. the “tirer" of French
radiealism, the seventv-five-vear-old Clemencean,
The impelline forca of his ereat nubliciatic talent
is that of malice. Clemenceau ia too well acruain.
ted with all the inside wire-nullin* of French po-
lities to cherish anv illusiops as to ita rossessing
anv idsaliatic motives. He in ton avil to permit
such illusinns to remain unstrired in othera. Cle-
mencean did more than anv nther rerean tn prick
the infiated reentations of tha=a wha lad the na-
tion's war: of Poineara. President af tha Renub-
lic. of Joffre. Commander-in-Chief. and nf the head
of the Brisnd Ministrv, Vet tha aame Clemenceau
that conatituted a chip of Jacohiniam in the reign
of canitalist finance. utterly lacked anv rort of
“constructive” policy. He demands a tenfold exer-
tion of forces to wage war to the end. Yet he
imows the secret of suc~ess as little as does any-
one else. And if his aestructive eriticiam of the
uninspired and decevtive and timid policv of Bri-
and: 1d bring about the downfsall of the latter,
it is hardly Hkely that the French Parliament will
decide to summon as hia successor the great “dis-
intergrator,” Georges Clemenceau.

P. 8. — After the above lines were written, the
fall of the Briand Cabinet and the formation of
a new Cabinet became accomplished facts. Cles
menceau has been passed over. At the head of
the Cabinet was placed the aced Ribot, the con-
servative, somewhat “leftish” in tendencies, who
has no definite ideas on the muestions enmnected
with the war. I .hould say that the Cabinet of
Rihot is the “-hinet of fruitless waiting.

They Have Started to Quarrel

HE Peace Conference is not yet in seasion, bnt
“Inicht crrants of demoersey and the self-
determiration of netionslites” sre auarreling
amone themselvea, The information concerning
this quarrel. which recently assumed scandslous
forma. ia just berirnine to ereen into the Ame-
rican Preas. The Eurorean military censorshin
does not allow information to nass freelv, and
cnly persgna arriving here from Furope sa news-
paver renresentatives beein to inform mublie oni-
nirm “n the TInited States roncerning the =evinus
“differences” among the Allies. The reandal has

sone =0 far that it is no longer possible to pass

it in silence.

A few days avo the newsnaners printed a re-
nort theat the Allies are verv murh diseatisfied with
Italy. It anpears that Italv violater the armiatice
terms, and, not waiting for the decisions of the
coming peace conference, seizes Austrian territory
which, according to the terms, do not belone to
Italy., And- following this a sensational rumor
penetrates the press about the “Solomon” decision
which waa apparently adopted by the Allies con-
cerninT the ouestion of disvosition of the German
warshirs, 1f we are to believe these rumors, the
Allies decided to sink the German fleet that was
surrendered to avoid “misunderstandines” which
might arise when the time for dividing it up
ghould come,
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Whether or not the Germsn fleet will be annlk,
future events will show. But the rumor itself
is chararteristic. It shows thet amone the Aljes
great differences are developine and that theae
differencea threaten to bre~k the unitv of the
Allied diplomatic front at the peace conference,

. Clashes are expected not orlv amon~ individual
etates in Eurove, but also between Furope and
America. In this connection, the repre=entative
of the Baltimore “Sun,” just returned from the
other gide, says:

“The truth is, and evervbodv in Paria krows
it, that in governmental ard politieal cireles they
do not love us at all over there. neither the Ene-
lish nor the French., . . . Some dienosition to
resent anvthing like American domination or the
sreaking of America in a strone voice at the peace
table is already manifesting itself in an under-
current of criticism of our army stafl, and a ten-
denc}: to minimize somewhat our effort in the
war.

What is the reason for Eneland's unfriendli-
ness towards America? An answer to this oues-
tion can be found in the followine extract from
the same article by the representative of the Bal-
timore “Sun:"

“Great Britain wants a just peace all right,

with the club to enforece this neace. and she is
preparing to eline to her rosition 2a the domi-
nant sea power of the world as sha rlinea to life,
If England is to continue the m~intenance of a
great fleet it will force na into the maintenance
of a great fleet. . . That sort of thine, it is
srgued, is not the way to peace. It is the way
that lpgically, in the long run, lerds to the other
thing. . . . A little comerrmed nlrendv ahout
the mercrhant marire now buildire in the United
States. the sueerestion that tha American nation
meay be forced to compete with Grest Britain in
the size of its navy, certainly “gets the wind uwp”
with the average Englishman. He knows perfectly
well that his country is in no condition financially
to stand the kind of commetition the TUnited
States would give if forced.”

Such is the case with England. And France
has her own interests. She, as testified by the re-
presentative of the Baltimore “Sun.” is interest-
ed in expanding her territory at the expense of
Germany, and in obtaining, at least, a2 part of
the German colonies. As for Italy, her territorial
appetite is notorious. England and France are

very much “disappointed” in Italy. She helped
very little in the war, but instead, by threaten-
ing to leave the Allies, she demanded and secured

but she wants Great Britain to be the policeman from the latter men and money.



