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Socialism and ‘Reaction in Austria

By Friedrich Adler

(From Adler's speech in court at his .rr:'t’:f for the _um:ﬂ'nu.rian of Premier Stucrgh.)

I DESIRE 1o declare that T deny all responsibility

for any statemuents made here by my attorney and
that 1 am determined to oppose, most cimphatically,
any attempt on the part of my counsel to present an
insanity plea in my favor. 1t may be the duty of the
attorney to take care of mv budy but it is my duty to
protect my convictions, which are more important than
the hanging of one man more in Austria during the
war, ‘Flie chse is a much more serious one than that
which is engrossing my attorney here. [ desire, there-
fure, 1o say from the start: 1 did not commit this
deed in a it of mental darkness, but after ripe consid-
eration; | have considered it for a year and a half,
have weighed all its effuets, from every side.

In the whaole of \ustria, no one is competent but the
ministers ond they bave turned the constitution into
a serap of paper and have refused to be ealled to ac-
connt, [ ask yea, thereiore, what is to be done when
there is oo institution through which these cleven
people may Ine calln] 1o aceonnt, what method remains
bt that of foree? What other puossibility is there,
when a ministry rules by force, to call it to account.
except the mothods which they themsclves are using?
Dews ol nnder such circumstancss, foree hecome o
necessity, just as von have always said of war? Ina
state, which is called an orderly society, under such
circumstzinees i< there anvthing left but force? 1 will
not speak of the right of revolution.  The Social De-
mocrativ Party, upen whose program [ have always
stondd aned still stand touday, does not deny force and
has not eondemned its use. Tt has declared in its pro-
gram that it will use, for the realization of ils aims, all
cffective means that are in accord with the natural
sense of justice of the people,

The state’s attorney intimates that I am an encmy
of cAustrin. The state’s attorney mentions that I ac-
cnsed the Arlwiter Zeitung of patriotic excesses, that
1 attacked Dr. Renner for his Austrianism. 1 do not
claim tn be a parint. T have never made this claim,
neither before nor during the war, nor will vou he-
lieve that 1, in order to gain your sympathy, will throw
my convictions aside and say, “I am a patriot.” You
will gee later that an entirely different train of thought
has guided me. 1 have heard the word patriot fre-
quently used in Anstrian as an abuse and this s not
sufprising, for patriofism _in Austria is a peculiar
thing. Long Lefore the war Austrian patriotism was
denounced not ontly by social-democrats, bt even by
bourgeois as sometling inferior.  The intelligent
hourgeoic was evervwhere not patriotic but national-
istic: [ need only call your attention to the fact that
those people of the Dentsche National Verband, who
to-dav are so indignant at the unpatriotic activity of
the Chekhs, at one time called us the “k. k. (imperial}
rocial demncracy,” to express their deepest contempt.
At that time, the German hourgeoisic openly declared
that its ileal wag nnt Austria but the national state,
that it helenwed 1o the state of its nationality.

mt in the course of developments this war has
evolvedl a clumage of functions in the conception of
Fatherland.

In former times there were no fatherlands, but
simply nations which had to he governed. Since the
=o'z the idend of a national state has come to life in
the bonreooisic aml so Auostria was looked upon as
a remnant of oliden times, that was expected sooner or
Jater to fall apart into ils separate national en-
titics. Now this idea of the fatherland has met a
new eonception, one that is no longer based upon na-
tiomalist lines, bt upon questions of economic inter-
csts.  The lemrgenisie has discovered its nterest in
the conservation of the cconnmic field of Austria, an
interest not onlyv in Austria but in the foundation of
a great Central European empire with the King of
Prussia. of conrse, at itz head, to whom Austria shall
he subeervient. Tis ideal is no lonper national inde-
pendence but national rule,  They are no longer sat-
jsfied with the clase rule of the bourgeoisie over the
proletariat, they aspire 16 establish a kingdom from
Trerlin 1o DBawdad, nver which the German people, 1. e,
the German lemireenisie, shall rule,

Sinee the besinning of the war the same national
and eomomic policy has made itself felt in other na-
tims. We have scen that among the Chekhs, too,
ccomomie interests have come into a sharp conflict
with mational interests,  Tiut the same change of
functiome has taken place within the Socal Democ-
racy. When Delwl atiacked Bismarck most violently,
it was unt heeanse he had created the German Imperi-
al government in place of a German Republic, but
because he had created a Prussian Germany in place
of a Greater Germany, for which the German demo-
cracy of that time and with it the labor democracy hard
been fighting. Now we see in this war that the labor

movement has deviated from this old national prin-
ciple, that the Social Democrats have adopted the im-
perialist mody of thought, and are defending a pro-
gram- in which they do not defend the German na-
tional state—which woull correspond with the nation-
al defense of the Irench and the Belgians, but the
intergrity of the German Empire, including even its
colonics. There was a period in the war when Social-
democrais sacrificed the international character of
their movement by openly supporting a policy of might
and strategic securities,  There have been Social-De-
mocrals who have gone so far as to surrender them-
sclves to the shamcless policy of conquest of Impe-
rialism,

The party has always maintained that Austria can
exist only as a federation of national states; much
energy was spent in the elfort to spread recognition
wi the necessity of democracy in the nation. 1 can-
o, of course, foretell what will become of tiiis na-
tivm in tins war.  There are only two eventualitices,
andl T have furthered neither of these eventualities, but
have, rather, ovcupied a strictly neutral position tow-
ard Awstrin,  The Socialist cause, I have always
nmaintained, is far greater than any temporary slate
formation. and we must therefore refuse to compro-
wise ur biml its fate by an intimate identity with the
fate of a nation, a mistake (hat was made in the past,
1 regret to zay, by a number of my former friends,
Litthe as T shall claim the title patriot, [ nevertheless
refuse 1o be termed anti-patriot, partcularly when this
i¥ a part in my motives, rot the national, but the mor-
al existence of Austria, the Alustrian spint.

It is the stme’s lack of principle that has bred in
me a hatred, nol against Austria as a country, but
arainst Austria as an immoral entily, against its ly-
ing spirit.  Thi= Austrian spirit exists in all of its
parts aml in 41l of its nations ; all are degraded by it,
anel in all it is being fostered by lawlessness. And if
von wish to wnderstiol what bronght me here, it was
that this Iving spirit has entered into my party, that
. Karl Renner, who is nothing less than the Lueger
of the Sovial Democracy, has brought this readiness
to humbuge into our movement. I have become
ashamed of the odivm that it reflects upon us.

In this whole crisis I have tried in vain to shake off
the filth that has been spewed by these politicians on
that which has always flled my whole being. I have
attempted again and again to get away to place myself
in opposition to those who have betrayed the spirit
of my party. That is the real cause for my deed. It
was a profest against this spirit that has entered our
movement.

I have, all my life been a revolutionist. I have
scent in the daily political activity of the party a
weapon for the revolution amd have never regarded
revolution as a catch phrase of political activity, Had
I spoken of revolution seven months ago you would
have laughed at the idea of a revolution in times of
war. The eounsel would have ealled for alienists and
vou would have thought him justified. DBut today,
duil only the Arbeiter-Zeitung but the entire capitalist
press rejoices over the Russian revolution. To be
sure, these gentlemen have ever heen enthusiastic for
frecilom in other countries,  And to-day cven the Ar-
Leiter-Zeitung celebrates the revolution in Russia.

It makes a great differenge. whether you look at the
world from the walls that separate the nations from
one anedher, from the walls that the war has built,
or whether vou see it from the wall that to me has
always heen the most important, the wall of the class-
es that separates the exploiters from the exploited.

We Sacialists have always looked upon the world
irom the point of view of the class struggle—until the
war began—and have subordinated everything clse
in the whele world to this highest point of view. We
have Innked upon the International as supreme, and
vet there are people who say we must change this
point of view: in peace the struggle hetween classes,
s war the strugele between nations.

I went through an exhausting struggle to bring back
my eomrardes to the International position. The posi-
tion of the International Jooks exceedingly naive, It
is the same position that Marx described, when he
saiel in 1RG4, that it is simply the attempt to establish
the simple laws that regulate relations between pri-
ale individuals as the highest law in the relations of
rations 10 each other. This morale of revolutionary
demncracy which was first formulated in the Great
Revalution is promulgated in the Constitution pf
1701 : “The greatness of freedom lies in the maxim
—Dee unto others as vou would have them do unto
von.”  Naive as it may be, that is the morale of de-
mncracy, the morale that has again been taken up by
the Russian revolution in opposition to land-robbers,

that has ben handed down from generation to wenera-
tion with tht principle of equality of all people, Ly
working for peace without annexations and indemni-
tics.

1 am convinced that the great majorily of Sucial-
Democrats went into this war only because they lic-
lieved it to be a war of scli-defence, and from the poim
of view of national defence it is to be understoad (hat
the nation should defend its entitv, “That is still Soe-
ial-democratic.  But then the idea of visiting the de-
feat that we were trving to avoid, with all its horrors
and all its misery, upon others, ook possession ui us.,
It wasx the idea that found expression in the Arbviter-
zeitung on the 5th of August in the words, *lHowever
the die may be cast, we bope, from the depths of our
hearts, that it may he _cast for the-victory of the il
cause of the German people.” “This word eictory was
emphasized morc and more strongly as time went by,
and it beecame the main point of dilference between
us, for, as Socialists, we must oppose those who seck (o
profit from this war. Just as the man whe is attacke|
in the forest hy robbers and uses all
to throw them off, would not think of robhing his
attacker when he has him in his power, so should we
refuse, in our relations with other nations, 1o sink
down to the level of street robbers, Dut when 1 jn-
sisted at the national conference last Mirch that the
party executive should demand emphatically of the
Central Powers a hid for peace withaur annexatjon
and indemmities, I was kugghed a amd hadd only =ixteen

of the 100 delegrates on my side, A first 1 feared that
a short victorious war wonld anchor absolutism firmiv
fn_r decades to come.  lut the lang months of war,
with its horrible ravages and destruction, have awak-
cned in the people a realization of its misery, have in-
oculated the organism of the peaple with it anti-toxin.
have created the sentiment of which Goethe speaks
when he says: “Ile who desires war in times of
peace, has lost, forever, the joy of hope A short
war wouldl have been followed by decades of ehauvin-
istic_frenzy on both sides; war, out of itself, o 10
specak, creates true pacilism, TFor the lessons that the
war has tanght will stick in the minds of even those
whi:;, like FFunder and his ilk, praised war as a bath of
steel.
It was a terrible disappointment for me to discover
that the Austrian Social Demderaey, which has been
the highest thing in my whole existence, was ut a
blind leader of the blind in Austria. T cannot measure
the Socialist party by capitalist standards, but alone
by the standard it has =ct itself in its own glorious
history. And it hurts me, that this party should have
adopted the evil traits of its opponents.” T came into
conflict with the Party Fxecutive Committee partic-
ularly because it has become more and more a connter-
revolutionary institution. The convietion has grown
upon me that a revelution in . Austria can come only
againgt the svill of the Exccutive Committee, which
will always he a hindrance to the revolutionary move-
ment. And for this FExceutive Committte I had to
work as its first scerelary amed to attend all of its
meetings. I realized then more and more clearly:
when once maltters become serious, my position will
bring me into a sharp inner conflict hetween my dutics
as secrctary amd my own personal convietions, I
came to the conclusion that sur movemeny can recaver
only if it is given an entirely new leadership.  Scitz
particularly always harped upon responsibility. inlent
methods must be persccuted, far the Executive Com-
mittee must bear the respouasibility for the hload that
is shed, But I maintain tlat this responsibility must
be borne. The seeret of this whale inner conflict lies
in the fact that the party, in these long vears of peace
has devcloped organizations, writers, political repre-
sentatives, in short a whole civil stafi, but lacks officers
in the fact that nebady in Austria has realized that,
under certain circumstances, foree must he used. On
the contrary, they have alwavs made it their duty to
prevent disturbances,  Dr. Renner struck 1he note that
dominated this whele attitude of the party regarding
the use of forcible measures, T eaw that the idea of
force was to be discredited in the eves of the working
class,

This apposition drove me to individual action he-
canse the party and itz leadership had lost the revel-
utionary fecling of the warking class. What I wished
te prove was that anly over the heads and apainet the
will of the party authorities in Austria ean a real rev.
olutionary upheaval in Austria come. that anlyv Iy
disregarding them will it be possible tn use the force
that must be used to overthrow the rule of foree upon
which our government rests. Now Dr., Renner wil]
prove to you at once that individual action is in -
sition to social- democratic principles. that it is an.
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