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Wallings, 1 believe that almost alone i
. ne in Russia,
Ei“h‘l’l in the whole world, Lenin appreciated the
gnificance and possibilities of the Soviets. It
ﬁ‘:l he who saw what was coming; it was he who
t raised the great cry, “All Power to the Sovi-
ets.”. As the Soviet leaders themselves were
more and more carried away on the ride of apa-
thy, or even opposition to, the will of the masses;
a3 the masses felt themselves more and more
abandoned, leaderless—the Bolshevik propaganda
made rapid progress among them, culminating In
the spontaneous but abortive uprising of July 16-
18, which momentarily checked the spread of
Bolshevism, but accomplished two other intensely
important things: first, it almost wrecked the
prestige of the Soviets, and secondly, it forced the
modernte Socinlists over to the side of the hour-
geoisie.

With the Soviets wenkened, the Rolsheviks
ruined, the ‘bourgenisie grew suddenly insolent
and impaient. The agrarinn riots, enused by the
Government's reflusal to keep its promises about
the land question, were suppressed by Cossacka:
everywhere the left wing Socialists were impris-
oned. or rendered absolutely powerless - even in
the Sovicis. Almest openly, and with the partic-
ipation of the Socialista in the Ministrv, Korni-
lov was invited to become a second Napolenn,
But the bourrcoisie had not estimated the latent
strength of the revolutionary mnsees, who rose
asn one mon ar soon as the irsue beecame clear.
And the Kornilov attemnpt immedintely revived
the Sovieta, those extraordinarily eflicient instru.-
ments of revolutionary action, and raised the
Bolshevika nt one bound into power. It wna in
September that the Savieta beran 1o chanee their
comnlexictn—over nivht—first the Pelrograd Sov-
iet, then that of Mesecow, Kiev, (ddesan, followed
hw the =mnller Soviele, Al Inst the masees knew
the wav they should go, allhougeh Their conrse of
artiom wa=e wnl yol elenr,

ol e beirpeniaie knew ila ddangprer, sl e
Tewsiveal nl o mgloohe foo evnmh The puoves ol The
twwrhela fenever Phe peal gueaslion in The mined:
sl bwilby =hilen bl lu'runul I bise qilrr'“nﬂ ol v oli
Livons wilbe Dhier Dooonnn v eenaimiine Aol ion Theer Frevumnm 1 raliee
Conlferem e, sl ollegward b Hhe Pae o biavinenl
[T B IR CE R T R TURCTY e | F PTUN T [YTR ORI B TR S TOREE
pranisl hetenshy wml Thee Dam ballsd s Rlaboten o
wartg Ml alay Lo combibbom,  pvradnesd Thee pankdly
vy sballi s commmesi by oo alll Pl simanzcoen wll I
sin, Al whad of Fhe SevaedsT T Tl Baviesdaa
of Seplember I0th Hhe Cendeal Execalive Com
it G spoke of Lhe Coalition Governimenl as Tol -
lows:

“At Inst a truly demoeynlic government, horn
of the will of all claneen of the Ruadinn peonle,
the first mmurh form of the future liberal parlin-
mentarv rerime, has been formed. Ahead of us
ia the Constituent Assembly, which will »solve all
questiona of fundamental law, and whose com-
position will he ensentially democratic. The func-
tion of the Soviets is at an end. and the time ia
annroachine when they must retire. with the rest
of the revoluliopary machinery, from the staee
of a free and victorious peonle, whose weanons
shall hercafter be the peaceful ones of political
action.”

At the onenine meeting of the new Council of
the Russian Republie, Trotsky rose to his feet on

THE angel of death whispers no more in the trenches

‘of the Western front. “The war to omd war”
iz over—the war that was to end for ever the shrick
of the deadly shrapnel, the zip-p-p of the flesh-tear-
ing bullet, the carth-rending crash of the exploding
shiell, the wash of the hungry torpedo, the lurch of
the stricken ship, the drone of the terror of the skics,
the red glare of the bombed village, the thunder of de-
fiant artillery, the shrill whistle of command, tha
thud of Aying feet, the hoarse shout of charging bat-
talions. the cold glint of onrushing bayonets, the dulil
impact of clashing troops, the hiss of the liquid death,
the screams of the mangled dying. the curses and
moans of the wounded, the heart sobs of deserved
women. the wail of the lonely chikl

The lowering clouds of the wintry sky no longer
comeeal a Nock of hombing planes, machine-guns no

bmger lurk in the bushes, vomder Bill ne Jonger
mia ke a Gkl hatiery, the sanken ditehes, “sehere men
i their zraves sl call them preweches”” are emply
peace walks abroad where deathy s baiely rerenied
ot what of the 1est of the workl 2 1 ihe angel of
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bchalf of the Bolsheviksa, and cried, “With this
government of the People’s Treason we Bolshe-
vika have nothing to do!” And the Bolsheviks
walked out. For them the issuc was clear. The
All-Russian Soviets had been called to meet in
Petrograd in the firat week in November, and
then it would be seen which was the stronger—
the hourgeoisie, intelligentsia and moderate So-
cialists., or the proletariat.

Noboidy doubted that this was war—the final
battle for governmental power. which is by far
the most important question of revelution, The
Central Executive Committee of the Soviets, now
allics of the bourgenisie, tried evervy nossible
means to stop the meeting of the All-Russian
Soviets—telegraphing their lieutenants all over
Russia to hinder the election, deelare arninst the
congress, efe. It waa at just that time that T had
an interview with the seccretary of the Central
Committee of the Cadet Party, 1Te said:

“Since the Kornilov affair we Cadets don’t dare
lo be very actlive in public. Moreover, it iz not
neeessary, The Moderate Socialists are doine all
the dirly work for us, althourh too stupid to know
it. The hnurereoisie wants evervhody 1o co-oper-
ale with it, but it co-operates with nobodv.”

But, as a matler of fact, the bourgenisie made
the same mistake it had made in the dava of
Kornilov. Flushed with irinmph, it ereated n
ort of parlinment ( Couneil of the Renublie)
which had no power, and an irreaponsible Minis-
trv. In this parlinment the Codet membieras even
declared that it was illegal to deelvre Mussia n re-
rublic” The destruction of the Soviets, restora-
tion of dikeinline in the army, protection of pri-
vale property these were the aneations diseneend,
And 1o evown all, Terrectehernkn, Mini<ler of For-
i AlTnive, sloesd in the trilimme and emneint g
the e poliey of war {o anmibilalion whieh ihe
Rusginn demoeraey had on alvibinede popadinded
whien Hhe RAlilvokos andniet vy Pell i Koy

Firoomm all over Hoecia the Daviel ddolioalon vompn
vl by inge Froomy b hiishiver ploves 1o Tilled
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v oY Do e oo 1% Whisd Gollloow il wan Thin
oot pevodudjon
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b Phies povaemls aol Boosd by =valee JoansBasovenal bov Gl i
Porwraes il sowndl Il ol e pevaslubbom b olealy
vellecled s Pt view peoind vonwerning: Hee Can
shibvend Assembly,

Lo il Thee Bl =ix el his o the BRevalubion e
oirrrenizie fenrved o demoeraticallv-electsd Cone
elituent Assembly, and vost posl] the date of il
onenine aeain ol aenin, while the demoereney
clune Lo il as the solution of all diffirulties. Final-
Iv the elamor prow so rrrent that the bourreniaio
wny foreed to neree 1o the anepine of {he Conetit-
uent at the end of Noavember, Rut na late as Sep-
temher, ane of the Cadet londers gnid to me,

“If the Constituent shows any Mtonisn tenden-
ciee, we will exeente a military coun d'etat, anr-
ronnd the hall with soldiers and arrest the dele-
rales, . e

On the other hard, all the masspee apd their
oreranizationa wore in favar of the Conetitngnt,
and n= Inte nx the el of Octnber. when Treataly
and the Bolsheviks left the Council of the Repub-

The Angel of Death

death no longzer stalks the fields of Flanders what of
the places where men huild their prisans and eall them
factiories, dig sepulchres and call them mines? Dinos
the cchio of death’s whisper not murmur here?

Fovenin Plhoer aprnens
Arnmercbhilv lad A~ a mial

“The war to end war” is over. Tt away in the ice-
Incked north of Russia is not the hattle line still far
flung? Docs not the angel of death whisper over the
frozen steppes?

The war is over. but the struggle is on.  The class
strueole—the strugple of the machine and its owners
against man, the struggle which must make man the
master of the machine or for ever its slave, the grim
hattle hetween man and the machine. hetween life and
a living death—is begun and in Russia it flares into
HPen Wwar.

Inter the alwsde of the machine pour the millions of
the world each dav.  And the marline awakes and
voars a homgrey roar  amd ghe millions approach 1o
feeeeed 112w bbb, whioo st be ever on the aleng lesd they
miraabeulate, for miacaleulation weans death

A pwwnent of aledraction. ... A shniek . ... A mn
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lic, they declared that they withdrew for one rea-
son because the bourgeoisie wanted to wreck the
LConstituent, and that they, the Bolsheviks, would
s.lefun‘d it with their blood.

This apparent inconsistency with their later
action in dissolving the assembly is always em-
phasized by the capitalist press of all countries,
which pretends to believe that the Bolsheviks are
as tyrannical as all bodies of men who achieve
power, and that they dissolved the Constituent
simply because it opposed their wishes, But that
13 not true.

I have said that in leaving the Council of the
Republic the masses knew the way they should o,
although their course of action was not clear.
For example, there was a strong minority op-
posed to the insurrectionary policy of Lenin, who
were only beaten by a few votes when it came to
the question of whether or not to make the No-
vember revolution. So it was concernine the
question of the Constituent. Althourh after the
rslablishment of the Pre-parliament the masses
knew instinctively that for them parlinmentary
(demoeracy was a mortal enemy, still thev had
heen edueated for fifty vears to believe that n
Rusxian National Assembly would anlve all their
problems, just as the French people thourht in
1789-92. Lenin. of course, was avninst the Con-
atituent Assemblv from the beginnin«, hut it was
not until after the November revolution, when
the Sovieta finally began to feel the power of the
great Russian mass pourine throurh all the chan-
nels of life, that the maijority saw the utter fu.
tility of a conventional territorial nsaembly, elect-
ol in the very midst of the November revalufion,
from electoral lists made un so long hefore that
lhe Socinl-Tevolutionist party wns atill =el down
na one party wilh a sinele proeram, althmerh in
Octobwer it Teul aplit info two aeparate and distined
pavetivs, with {wo programs,

tnforn The November ravololion 1he naaney
el Aanguwnilesl thea Coanalitvnent, sl The loviven
wimin himed oppessed il lircsvnn i wan nlain fhal Tha
mnjnily woanhl v BRewc-lalial : aflar The Movemley
ivvelikion howavnr, {he b geniala mogpeaog fedd
The: Vonaliluenl, aml {he minsana oguaed 1 b
vanasn [ waes plalny thal he majorily wonl] e
nuwsleiala [ inliale, thal ls e asy, anli lielahe
vils

Hul the lavierla wera balier  arpmeacrninlive
Bisliess thimns Lhe Constiluenl @ sl Ehe bescliong ol
Ehe Soviels hoew Lhial The gaelecala Socbisl in
porily o The Constibuent lind no resl follawines
That b huwer o the nir, like Mobamet"™s coftin,
Awnd, indecd, own upon by the rourh hresth of
the impatient peonle, the Conslituent Axsembly
vinished like smoke, leaving no trace hehind it.

Ar for the Soviets, When peace has come and
the last efTort of houreenis counter-revolution is
erushed; when the FeslstAnCe of 1hic Y- <ot sty
ia finally erushed bv the exnronriation of »ll that
feeda it: then the nolitieal function of the Saviets
is Iargely at an end, and their economic function
berins-—uniting in themselves the oreanizations
nf the workers, the peasants. and leavine to the
froe urge of life the creative imnulses of mankind.
Out of these Snviets is coming a new and dre-m-
ed-of oreanization of society; a woarld in which
government consists orlv in sunniving men with
the material for the building of happy cities.

mentary jar in the whirr of the machine,... The
angel of death whispers. ... The machine maves on,,

In Russia man conquered the machine and harnessed
it to do his bidding so the owners of the machine rush
to its aid and the smoldering struggle bursts into
the open flame of war. War to destroy those who
have fought nnt only the war to end war but
the war to end the tyranny of the machine, War to
destroy those whe not only would make “the graves
called trenches” uscless, hut who wounld alsn sweep
away the prisons called factories, the sepulchres
called mines, and in their places raise smiling fielils,
fzclories no longer prisons, mines no longer sepul-
chres.  War to destrovy those who would take the
tvranny callerd profit out of the machine and make it
ke servant of man to the end that the angel of death
sholil whisper no more because of the machine il
s nwner,

Meace reipns in Flanders, the angel of death whiyd
ers po ke in the irenchies of the Western Dot Ty
the prim strapele hetween man anel the marhine 1a
and in Russia the badtle lime is far fung



