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THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

ution, the Soviets after the accomplishment of
their initial task, do not disperse, but acquire new
strength and develop new action, usurping gov-
ernment functions,—developing from instruments
of revolutionary action into organs of revolution-
ary government.

A revolutivn is not static; the moment it be-
comes static, it stagnates. The initial uciion must
become general; the revolution must extend into
all spheres of life, must completely alter the poli-
tical and economic complexion of sveiety. Unless
this is done the revolution becomes weakened, col-
lapses, and reaction conguers. Limit the revol-
ution to parliamentary governments, and it is
dead; only through the Soviets can the revolution
develop and conguer all power,

Consider two aspects of the revolutionary situ-
ation in Germany,

The autocruacy was overthrown, a “revolution-
ary" government is orgaunized which acts together
with Lhe Soviets, now under muderute domination,
But the old state machinery, the old bureaucracy,
the old parliamentary forms for the deception and
vppression of the masses is relained: the revolu-
tion has changed the persunnel of the state but not
the state itself, has annihilated the old personnel
ol the stule but not the stute itsell; and the pro-
letarian revolution his nol conguered until this
annihilation is accomplished.

Nor has the revolution fumbunentally  peene-
trated the army; just as Dr. Soll aoul D, Krz-
berger speak in the name ol the "revolutionary”
government, the old oflicers are still at the head
of the “revolutionary” army. The army should
be completely disbanded, and in its plave a Soviet
army organized, the military Red Guard of the
Revolutionary masses, since the industrinl and
military might of the proletariat alone can de-
fend and extend the conyuests of the lievolution,
The arming of the masses is necessary in Germany
to crush the counter-revolution, to crush militar-
ism, Capitalism, and reaction.

These are indispensable phases of the proletar-
ian revolution, neither of which are, as yet, phases
of a proletarian revolution in Germuny. And they
are, equally, phases of all power to the Soviets,
all power to the revolutionary proletariat, all
power to Socialism, in Germany as in Russia.

All power to the Soviets means that Germany
consciously and definitely initiates the coming of
Socialism,—instead of o bourgeois parliamentary
republic, a Socialist proletarian republic. It means
the complete destruction of the old state machin-
ery,—the division of functions between legislative
and executive, the parliamentary forms of bourge-
ois democracy, the organs of the judiciary, the
army of bureaucratic officinls necessarily hostile
to the masses and to any radical measurcs the
government might introduce: these are instru-
ments of class rule. Necessary functions of govern-
ment would be usurped by the Soviets, the pro-
ducers. It would mean, in short the annihilation
of the old political state, organ of class rule, the
machinery for the oppression of the workers, the
central expression of the tyranny of Capitalism.
The new siate of the Sovicts would be a state
based upon the organized producers in the factory
and the farm, representing exclusively the use-
ful producers. The Soviet state would recognize
no other class but the working class, would ex-
clude the bourgevitie From participation in the
government.  Having organized a new stake afler
decrecing all power to Lhe Soviels, the new Soeial-
ist government would proceed Lo Uhe industrial
exproprintion of capital, placing indusiry in the
conlrol of Lthe working class organized in Lhe So-
viels, introdueing the relalions of Che Dull and
free demoeraey of Socilism,

All power Lo Lhe Soviels would constitule a rev-
olutionary dictatorship of the proletarial, a dicl-
atorship in relation to the bourgeoisie and a de-
mocracy in relation to the proletarint, 1t would
be a temporary dictutorship, necessary until Cap-
italism had been completely expropriated econom-
ically and politically, after which the dictator-
ship would disappear because its functions would
no longer be necessary. ‘

By means of all power to the Soviets, to the
Councils of Workmen and Soldiers, and by this

means alone, can the proletarian revolution in
Germany conquer all power for Socialism.

A CORRECTION

Owing to an error, the article in our third issue,
“The Coming of the Final Struggle,” was wrongly
credited to Gregory Weinstein. It should have
been credited to N. I. Hourwich.

Bolsheviki and Mensheviki
in Bulgaria

TIIE recent revolutionary events in Bulgaria,
vhe spread of Bolshevism, is ol great interest.
Stambulevsky, who recently led a suceesstul pea-
sant revolt and proclaimed a vepublie, is an au-
thority on agrarian matters, an admirer of Lenin's
and a student of Lenin's earavian theories. The
chiel proposal of Stambulevsky is the distribution
of the great landed estates.

The Secialist movement presents interesting
features, which were recently anulyzed by Al
Nyemanov in the New York “Novy Mir" as
follows:

“The BSocialist movement in Bulgaria is re-
presented by two parties the Soecial Demoeri-
tic Labor Pavty and the Social Demoeratic ar-
ty. The former party is termed “hroawd” and
the latter “narrow.”  The former can  rightly
be termed Menshevist-opportunist and the lat-
ter proletarian-Bolshevist,  There is o hitter
struggle between the two parties, a strugple of
principles, and one must own that the Bolshevik
poliey is becoming ascendent, | This was written
before the Bulgarian revolution.]

“The Bulygavian Mensheviki, the opportunist
Sovialists, are blood of the blomd of the interna-
tional opportunists.  They recognize wholly the
principles of opportunizm which allows co-opern-
tiom with bourgeois liberals,  They stand (or the
unification of the Lkuge democrativ sections of the
population, refusing in reality 1o follow the policy
of a consistent proletarian class strugpele; in thia
party the peasants predominaie and ol shades of
liberal intelleetuals,  We ean justly eall this par-
ty a party of petty bourgeois democeracy.

“The Bulgurian Mensheviki, as represented by
their leaders, accepted the world war in the spirit
of German =zocial-patriotism, In 1916 a few pro-
minent leaders of the “broad” party visited Ger-
many, where at big mectings they declared them-
selves faithful to the “demoeracy” of the Central
Powers “who were fighting Czarism.”"” The Bul-,
garian government on several occasions declared
that the sunport rendered by thesre “broad” So-
cialists had heen very valuable. It is not surpris-
ing, then., that the treacherous government of
Ferdinand paid them in confidence — and easy

joba.

“The Bulgarian RBolsheviki of the “narrow”
party are very inflluential among the proletarian
masses, predominating in almost all industrial
centres, uncontested by the opportunists.

“In the question of internal and foreign policy
our comrades, the Bulgarian Bolsheviki, have al-
ways been guided by a conszistent conception of
the class struggle. Thev have alwayvs heen hitter
enemies not only of Bulgarian reaction, but also
of Bulgarian liberalism. Thev have never aceept-
ed the Menshevist philosaphy of “the unity of
the democratic forces.” that ix union with the
“radieal” and “liberal” bourgeoisic.

“The Ferdinand government, of course, imori-
soned onr comreades by the hundred. Acecording
lo the figgares of 197, more Than one theusand
membwers of the “narrow” parly were in prisom,
and over <ix bundeed men, under and ahove mt-
bitary aire, hoad been inpressed into The armv,

"Rut they have alwavs demanded an end of (he
war il o demoeralic peaee, Tnsoived by Al Bus-
sinn Revolution, they inereased heir propageanda g
i Lhey are ridlying the masses saccessfully.”

A claravcteristic exanple of ow the American press
pives information o the local population alwit Rus-
s can be gleaned from the article of a certain New
York merchant in the World's Wark.

The New York merchant informs us:

Martov has bten appointed a Bolshevist Ambas-
sador o, . . Siam!

A certain negro from the North Carolina is an
assistent Commisaire for internal affairs,

Trotzky's wife acquired millions and went to
Stockholm to dissipate.

Mr. Williams, contributor to the respectable Times,
again raises an alarm about the fate of Russia and
this alarm is being echoed by the whole bourgeoisie
American press.

The Germans left Russia—says Williams.

Well and good. Now it is the Allies’ turn —
every logically thinking man will say,

Bolshevikjabs

JKERENSKY has broken into the newspapers

again giving a lot of advice to the Russians.
Teddy Rooscvelt is continually acting in the same
way with regard to this country, and only the
other day Carl Hapsburg gave some hints to the
Austrians through the public prints, and while
the Kaiser is not saying anything he is doubtless
thinking a good deal about what the Germans
ourht to do, _

‘.‘:.'v are glud to see these ex-employees taking
anomberest m their old firms, bhut it can be over-
done and these people should remember that they
have been fieed for good.  Of course we know that
thing= are never managed as well as they used
to be, but even today modesty is still a virtue.
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Ax we have remarked before these Bolsheviki
are really remarkable people, A few davs are
Fhe papers told us that they had been overt hrown
and that Tenine was en route to the frontier on
n fast teain, now comes the news that they have
miade & trivmphal entry into Dvinsk,  Variety is
the =pice of life,
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The workers murmur. Mooney is granted “elo.
meney”, The workers move, Mooney is relensed !
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~ The high cost of living is going down—-limous-
ines have suflered a serious deeline in price,
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It is positively denied that Henry Ford is going
to be one of the delegsdes to the Peace Contor-
onee,

. ] *

The newspapeis report that the United Stades
Government hasg vrefused William 1L Tali's appli-
cation for o pas=port to Eurvope,  On the gronnds,
we xuppose, that the League to Enforee Meace
hag done quite enough harm at howe,
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Owing to the spread of Rolshovis
of milk has again been
something wrong:
wrong way round,

' m the price
raised. Scems to be
perhaps we have got it the

. - ™

Duluth “Truth” observes that under Socialism

the non-producer will get the full product of his

labor. There’s nothing like livinw '
tply £ like living up to one's
L L -

. “Royalty is selling out,” says a -
line. In other words: I}Irt—J;henp?mmm Tiond

It is =nid that the difference arising b
L] t L
Amc:::u;n and England over the "fr:udﬁm i?:ﬁlﬂl
Feas” is largely typographicul,
L ] L ] [ ]
Bulls are well known {o cherish :
the color red. but we 0 80
of the Sociulist

: aversion to
are glad to see that none
aldermen insulted the bulls,

L | L L
The =oldiers’ and workmen's councils b
miny are going to have a Etlll#‘ﬂlilif:'t:ziiﬂui]fﬁ}i{n
on December 16, We would strongly urge that
lhvlirt't:wnt Eovernment be given at ]li‘il:'il; lwo
weeks notice and nol iy 5
igphia iyt Al R L fived on the spot, s was
™ " ™
_ _I'u.-:hn:u.-alvr-l:h-m-rnt Burleson has barred Tan-
s pamphilet, *The Soviels af Work,™ 11 is be-
heved that e Poshimastorp vonlempliles iH:::uinsr
aocorreel seeounl of The work of he Soviels .'uni
thal The stoppagse of Lanin's version wis only
tderbaken becanse of its inneeuraey, || is sl
Lhal such malhoritios on Bussin s o el :I'-ii:.mnn
aviml pllnul are addinge Che Postmastor in (e Iul'u-p-
avalion of his pamphlet and that due hanks will
be rendered G these men in e intrimluelory note,
L] L ] L
The New York Board of Aldermen has
i ordinance making the display of the
an ollense punishable hy either fine or imprison-
ment because, as one of the learned “eity fathers”
said, it ix a badge of unarchy amd, of eourse, Now
}'urk woukl not tolerate anarchy. The black flage
is also forbidden, presumably because it is the
badge of piracy.
Of course we have long known the spirit of
democracy that pervades New York City's offi-
cialdom, but we must protest. This is carrving
democracy too far. Because it hecomes a rogrot-
table necessity to bar the Red Flag of the interna-
tional anarchy of working men, that is absolutelv
no reason why Wall Street should be deprived of
the pleasure of displaying its emblem. We sin.
cerely hope that the people of this country will

not stand silently by and see the capitalists op-
pressed in this manner.

Passed
Red - Flaye



