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The Crisis and the Socialist Party

HE international situation is ecoming more sug-
gestive, more potential of great success or in-
finite disaster. And events are moving swiftly;

the history of a day is now equivalent to the history of
tens of normal years.

The European proletariat is preparing itself for the
final struggle against Capitalism and Imperialism. The
proletariat in Russia has conquered definitely; the
proletariat in Germany and Austria is on the verge of
conquering all power for the revolutionary dictator-
ship of Socialism. But the class strugple within any
one nation inevitably produces reactions in other na-
tions ; and while Socialism is conquering in Russia
and Germany, the sinister forces of international Im-
perialism are proposing—and preparing—an attack
upon the Socialist natjons by means of intervention.

These intervention proposals constitute a problem
of the utmost gravity, and a call to consistent, agres-
sive action by Socialism and-the proletariat in all na

tions.
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a peace that not on.'ly would drutm}r the gr:at hupr.s
aroused by the ecoming of Socialism in those two na-
tions, but that would carry within itsclf the threat of
new wars. Victory produces a tendency toward re-
action, inevitably ; and this tendency might conceivably
be strong enough to impose its will upon the peace
conference.
started; and instead of peace being a call to “taking
things easy,” it is a call to action.

In and through all these problems runs the red
thread of the great issue between Socialism and Cap-

italism.
Already, reaction is shaping itself here. The

Mooney case is achallenge, and the vicious insult of
“clemency” is a new challenge to the proletariat. Re-
actionary peace terms are being proposed, the cam-
gaign for larger armaments is acquiring enormous
proportions. Action is developing against Social-
fsm and independent proletarian activity. The com-
itg industrial crisis will disarrange industry and
cause enormous unemployment. The coming year or
two will bnng the mightiest strikes and industrial
struggles in the history of this country. . . .
And through it all runs the red thrcad of thg emerg-
ing final struggle between Socialism and Capitalism.

It is necessary in this crisis to study every peculiar
alignment of the grut struggle, national and inter-
national, to adapt our aspirations to immediate ac-
tivity, developing reserves for the final conquest of
power. . . . In this crisis, the Socialist Party,
as represented by its national administration, is not
measuring to the opportunity.

We must, moreaver. ot Jdown in the fact that the
imdustrial proletariat is the basiz of Socialist action,
that the shops, the mills aml the mines are the centres
of proletarian activity,  We must impress upon the
workers that their eontrol of industry constitutes their
real power. that they mmst speak in the aggressive
accents of industrial mizht.  Oug of the mass strikes
of the proletariat, carrving a political ohject, emeryes
the power of the proletarint, than class power which
alwne annihilates Capitalism.

[t is necessary that we study the alignment of
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When the war ceased, the real struggle

orees e the lalwor movement, thal we secure a con-
contration of the radical furces. The great require-
it ig the unity of Socialis ae proletarin  torce
npon. a common platform amd policy against Capi-
talism,

The proldems are enormons, the requirements Se-
vered it is i situation that tests the energy and the
ivitintive, the intelligence amd the awdacity of Social-
=i . . . Dl the Secialist Party, as a party, is
silent, inert,

Never, in the experience of onr movement, has a
greater oppartunity offered itself; never could a con-
centration of forees and a real struggle against Cap-
italism develop more than at this moment.

[nstinetively, locals and dnedividual members of the
Sowinlist ety are reacting to the great opportunity.
Pt they arve seattered 3 there is no unity of action or
ctrepesse, ne centralization of the activity of the party.

A Call for a Party Convention

He-olution mlepted Ly the Central Committee of
Loanl Bostun, Rocinlist Party, November 26, 1918:

il revolutionary erisis in Europe, the eampaign
of the imperiatistic press for armed intervention in
b ~un, sl for nrmed intervention in Germany and
Voot sleald Soeinlism conquer, projects a erisis
o the movement of the Amerviean proletariat,

The cetermetionnl #ituntien is a coll to action—
thes Bl strwpeele s eoming lwelween Soclalism and
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e s e eat erisig, it is imperative that the Soe-
ot Paety prepare itself, that it unify itself, that
s S salate n policy expressing the requirements
f el erisis pewl the moture judgment of the
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:‘ b it the rcfore resolvedd, That the Cunlrlliﬂnm-

1 wr Lol Mezcten, Nocialmt Festy, :avoere aun-
n.me-lin's emerprency National Convention of the
1 wewl ealls upeon other locals to aet in  this
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Mighty currents of ideas and of action are pulsing
tkrough the party, the germinal sap of new ideals pro-
ducing a mew life. But the party, as expressed
through its national administration, is not, it must
bitterly be confessed, measuring to the opportunity.
The party, as a party, is not unified, vocal, definite.

Never, in the history of the world, have more mo-
mentous events developed than during the past two
months. The crash of thrones and of Capitalism, the
coming of peace with all its hopes and fears, the de-
velopment of revolutionary Socialism in action, the
emergence of the international class struggle between
Socialism and Capitalism,—thesc arc unprecedented
historical events, the realization in life of the concepts
of Socialism. Two months,—in which hours repre-
sented years, in which cvery minute issued a call to
international Socialism—and our National Executive
Committee has been silent, inert.

It is tragic. It is symptomatic of the imperative
recessity of the concentration of forces within our
nwn party as a preliminary to the concentration of
the general forces of the proletariat.

The Socialist Party is pulsing with life and new
ideals. But there is mo focus ; there is not the necessary
concentration in a unified policy.

The great task before our party is a task of educa-
tion and of interpretation, of intensive propaganda on
a national hasis, clear and co-ordinated. This co-
ordination can he securerl only through the national
administration, but the administration is silent and in-
active on these momentous issucs,

The Socialist movements®in France, Italy and
(ireat Britain are vocal. having formulated a general
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policy ; which is still a policy, whether one agrees with
it or not. Clarity and the formulation of a clear pro-
gram is an absolute necessity at this moment ; hut our
party is laggard in this vital matter. Events at any
moment may precipitate the convocation of an inter-
rational Socialist Congress: what sort of Conpress
shall our party participate in and what shall Le its
[roposals?

It is not suflicient to say that our delegates would
represent us: these delegates should have definite in-
struction ; and at this moment, these are lucking., Nor
is it sufliciunt to leave this vital matter vo the National
Fxecutive Committeg: its attitude during the past two
epochal monthe demonstrates its lack of initiative
and encrgy.  The membership must speak,

The Socialist I"arty resolution on the war, adopted
at St Lonis in April. 1917, is no linger a poliey since
the coming of peace. It is now an historic docwinent,
which, in spite of many defects, is a credit to the
party amd which has linked up our party with the
rashical minuority in the Socialist movement of France
and Great Dritain, and with the splendid Socialist
Varty of Dialy. Tt is now necessary to supplement
this document, o formulate the implications of the
class policy it expresses m a new program,

An emergeney Convention of the Socialist Party is
the only bowdy that ean adequately express the atti-
tude of the membership cn the momentous events that
are at present shaping the desting of the pgenerations
te: come. Noomachinery now at the disposal of the
movenient is gualiied o act at tus moment. "The
spokesmen of the Socialist Party must be elected by
the members, elected for the sole purpose of speak-
ingr upon the gpecific issnes of the enisis through which
thed worll is now paashg. No bmie should be wst in
calling together such a body: An emergency conven-
itonr: hould be sunmmoned immediately.

The Natiomal Fxecutive Committee, at its coming
session, will probably issue a declaration on tie inter-
national situation,  That is vot enough; the problems
Iwfore our pacty go much deeper, the requirements
are hroauler, than the mere issuance of a declaration,
Shwhd the National Execntive Committee have issued
the pariv's declaration en the war, instead of the
S Los Convention, the declaration would not have
expressed the will of the membership, would not
have heen vital, agoressive, historie,

The problems that_this convention would discuss
are fundamental.  There is the problem of an inter-
national police, of a national campaign of education
and mterpretation of events in Furape, of a campaign
against the sinister proposals for intervention. of the
ceming epoch of great industrial strikes, of wnifving
the party upon the hasiz of a definite, unequivewal pro-
gram of imternational Socialism, of reconstructing
the parly arganizations ravaged hy the persceutions of
the war.

The Furopean Socialist movements have held requ-
lar convaentions during the war: our party hias not
since the American declaration of war, The Furopean
movement has lield, is holding, conventions to dis-
cr:-s problems of policy and action : our party should
o the same.

An emergency national eonvention wonld accelerate
the development of the party, would place the party
upon its feet, wonlid concentrate the energy and action
of the party locals, woull prepare the Socialist Party
to concentrate the awakening forces of the proletariat,
An emergency nationmal conventiom is necessary; it
would prove an historical event, the first chapter in a
new honk tn be written by the Socialist Party.,



