ae New York Communist

The Pink Terror

VII.  Secret Diplomacy in the 4th A. D.

FTER having “re-organized” the local to such

an extent that the sale of dues slamps was

barely suficient to provide cigars for Execu-

tive Committee meetings, the semi-comrades who

foregather at the People’s House decided at a secret

meeting. held in the furnice-room of that building,

that the time for “re-organizations” has gone, at
least as far as Local New York was concerned.

One of the leading Pink Terrorists from Kings,
clutching a bomb in the thape of a sheaf of “ranar-
ganization " letters, reporied that the work was not
meeting with much success in Brooklyn. Branches
stcadiastly refowing to be “re-organized,” expelled
or suspended and even joering at the divine right of
the State Committee in the persons of the “rommit-
tee of theee.” Reports from the seat of The Terror

in the Bronx, which is sometimes called The Cham-
ber of Horrors, also frowned on “re-organization™
#= an outworn tectic.

“But" said the High Chief Proleta’an “some-
thing must be done.” This weighty contribution
to the discussion was received with much nodding
of heads. Seeing which the speaker lost his temper
and cried angrilyt *Nodding your heads will ac-
complish nothing. The Left Wing is sweeping the
Stale anc unless we can cope with the situation,
we will all have te go to work in future” Such a
dread possibility etartled the semi-comrades into
activily. Sugpestion alter suggestion was made
and rejected until an ex-Assemblyman, who on ac-
eount of his political experience was listened to
with great attention. suggested that all semhlance
ol hustility be dropped towards the insurgents yet
unre-urganized, while the “loval” members are
epproached eecretly and when sufficient strength
3¢ mustered in any one branch, that branch carry
out “re-organizalion” on ils own initiative.

Semi-comrade Karlin immediately +volunteered
to trv this plan in his B-anch, the 4th A. D. It
sppears that Karlin has been verv active in this
Branch since the beginning of the vyear, having
gut himself elected to the Central Committee when it

« found that the machine was an-tbe ¢nhoggan,
Plans were immediatelv laid and Karlin, after
much hand-shaking hurried from the meeting. His
first act was to send g letter to the financial secre-
retary of the Branch asking h..a to eall at hi- (har-
lin's) law office. This the financial secret ry re-
fused to do, suspecting that Karlin was going to
try and convince him that political democracy

was alright, by showing that under proletarian
dictatorship lawyers would starve to death.

Nothing daunted by his first failure Karlin in-
duced a young comrade, who incidenlally was eleven
months in arrears with his dues, 10 send out postal-
cards calling for a secret caucus at Karlin's office
on Mayv 23. Consciencestricken at his act this
voungsler remained away from the meeting, but
several remi-comrades attended. One such was Eva
Gluit, who had been so broken-hearted by the de-
feat of both Karlin and London at the last ~lections
that she had remained sway from the Branch meet-
ings since last November.

In the musty law office it was decided to expel
two of the “most anarchistic” members of the
Branch, one of whom was the organizer, and to “re-
organize” the Branch al the coming Friday meeting.
Lacking the pretext that the Branch had joined the
Left Wing, another “illegality™ was concocted: fa-
voring the City Committee’s call for a Cit, Conven-
ing the City Commuttee’s call for a City Cogven-
tion.

Getting wind of what was happening the Branch
officials sent out a cal! for attendance at the Branch
meeling on the ground that * a few unscrupulous
members are trving to disrupt the Branch.” The
Call aiso carried a notice to this effect, apparently
mistaking it jor semicomrade Gerber's usual so-
phisirv. The membere of the sccret caucus, how-
ever, were very much alarmed. nearly coming o
Llowe. it ie said, over who caused the “leak.” At
a hurried gathiering belore the mecting they de-
cided to call off the “re-organization™ and to bear
with the “most anarchistic” members {or a while
longer.

VWhen the mesting opened and the letter from
the City Committee was read Karlin leaped to his
feat and in his best legzal manner warned the Branch
members that acceptance of the Citv Committee’s
cali was illegal. as the Siate Commiltee might at
any morient declare the p=vg:-2 wwwveuion U-
legal. Finding that the Branch was dizposed to
Ji:=. U wariung, the moembers of the secret
caucus decided to “instruclt” the delegates. So
much for the illegality of the City Committee!

Ae the hour grew late, Karlin and the members
of the secrel caucus became openly elated: the sec-
ret was still theirs. But alas. under new business
the financial secretary unfolded the details of the

plot, and moved a resolution condemning Karlin's
actions, '

Caught pick-handed, the plotters admitted the
charge but tried 10 make it appear that the whole
affair was merely a joke. Semi-comrade Glutt then
arose to the defensre. She said that she had re-
ceived a letter signed “comrade” calling her to
Karlin's office, and, thinking that i1l had befallen
their leader, hastened round to the financial sec-
retary to ask his advice. He told ber to go. She
went and found a {ew comredes. They had an en-
joyable time and discussed matters in general. Na-
lurally rhe had enquired about the Branch and
asked whether matters were “alright” She was
teld that the Branch was “all Left” and on hearing
this distressing tiews was going to resign but Kar-
lin advised her to wait as the Branch would event.
ually be “re-organized.” But there was no cancas,
and no plot to “re-organize” the Branch!

This naive recital threw the Branch members
into roars of laughter. Karlin then srose and said
the wholé®affair was a joke, but if the Branch was
not disposed tg regard it eo, then let them go shead
and condemn his !wenty long years of service:
“Shoot if you will this old grey bead ... .”

A motion was made, at the conclusion of his
harangue, o withdraw all oficers of the Branch
who were involved in the secret caucus. This theant
Kkarlin’e removal as a delegate to the Central Com-
mittee. He rushed up to the maker of the motion,
demanding to know “What crime have | commit-
ted?” So threatening was his attitude that the
comrades ruthed up to prevemt him from breeking
his well-known principles, which are opposed to
violence. Afier sbout 15 minutes cheaos, order
was restored. In spite of the filibuster kept up
by Karlin and other conspirators, the motion was
finallv curried. At a subsequent meeting Untrecht
was elected delegate to the Central Committee, but
when he attempled to attend the epecial Central
Committee on June 11, he »=~ refused admittance.

Ou Fridey Karlins neroic but iuule anempf
caplure the Branch {or the Right Wing was re-
warded by nominating him for the bench from the
6th A. D., withcut the knowiedge of the 4th A. D.
It is boped that if suficient Right Wing lawyers
can be elected to judeships in fall, they will

*be able to “soak™ the prominent Left Wingers for

sufficient “strelches™ to enable the Party to be made

‘sate for the Pink, and, in exceptional cases, the

light Red semi-comrades.

Why Political Democracy
Must Go

(Continued from page 5)

the Cleveland Aldermen, etc.) were deprived of
their seats in the most cynical manner by the capi-
talists, and thus Socialist political action was com-
pletely nullihed.

But sll this is pothing to the indirect influence
exerted upon the people by the capitalist control
of the churches, the schools and the press. During
the war we have seen verv clearly the relation be-
tween the great capilalists and the churches and
schools. The capitalists give the money which
supports the church and pavs the minister; which
endows the largest universities and pays the pro-
fessors. In some cases, during the war, the State
Councils of Defense threatened ministers who
dared to preach against the war; others lost their
positions. The same thing is true, in a more glar-
ing degree, of the teachers in schools and uni-
versities. The pressure of the capitalist endow-
ments, ;he Boards of Directors of Churches and the
Overseers of the Universities and Schools, forced
teachers and ministers to keep silence, or drove
them belpless into a hostile world, where for all
practical purposes a complete black-list existed.
AnA since the War has ended, this process of driv-
ing out economic and political heretics still goes
on, though with increased vigor, under cover of
the cry of “Bolshevism.” [In the public schools and
the Stare Universities, also, the same action takes
olace, and with even more » and brutality,
swing to the capitalist control of the political ma-
shinery. This is supplemented, in cases where it is
awkward or illl{]v'i-lﬂﬂlt to invoke the law, by lynch-
ings and mob-viclence provoked by Chambers of
Commerce and National Security Leagues, and by
deliberately falsified “investigations,” whose object
¢ is 1o misacpresent the Labor Movemert in such

way as to set the Governmental machinery in

+ion.
= press is a still more powerful weapon. The
.ol of newspapers, and especially of the popu-
sar magazines, has of late yoars been concemtraled
in the hards of the great capitalistic interests, who

are content even to iosc money so long as they con-
trol the avenues of public expression. News is
practically a monopoly of one great press associa-
tion, which expresses clearly and faithfully the
great capitalist point of view. Editors and reporters
who do not conlurm to this view are discharged and
boycotted; a blackdist exists.

In this way pews is practically denied to the
lahdr press. The advenisers are leagued not to ad-
vertise in radical papers, so as to make it impossible
for them to do more than exist. And to cap the
tlimax, the Postmaster-General may exclude from
the mails any publication which he sees fit, without
giving any reason; thus enlailing immense and
often insupportable damage upon the publication
and its backers, and preventi. g the discussion of
political and economic questions.

There -are those who say, “"his is not the faalt
of political demoeracy. It is an abuse of demoec-
racy, which, if remedied, would permit the fre
exercise of the ballot to conquer political power.”
Let it be admitted that these conditions are unosual,
and that in normal times there would be more iree-
dom of expression to the Labor Movement Buw
that is just the point—in abnormal times political
democracy breaks down, and it is always abnormal
times when the capitalist class [ears {;ﬂl the workers
may conquer political powe.. e open sup-
pression of the political power of the workers is
simply an indication of what goes on sucoessfully
llIFthu time. p -y

ro is power. Property in political power.
Only tﬁrz:nnl:itim of propurty will ensure the work-
ing of real democracy, and only the dictatorship
of the proletariat can abolsh property.

A majority in and the S Court,
without the dictatorship of the proletarist, will-not
give the workers power. The capitalist class does
not control the State because ii a majority in

It has ¢ majorisy in Congress, because
it conirols the 1 of the Siate, under the
dictatorship of the isie.

The industrial era has brought with it a new kind
of political action, the action of the masses on the
economic field, strikes, dempnstrations, insurrec-
tions. This {~rm of action is*well known to us, it
is well-established, and evén legal. When workers

do not go to the ballot-box. They go on strike
The pity is that they do not seethat this, too, is
the way to gain control of the State—a political
act—and thut this is the only way.

The only power which the capitalist
not oppose is the organized mj i
the proletarian mass.

e CER-
action of

The Telescope

THE Call has discovered that the Left Wing s
composed of a bunch of bankers, trust mag-
nates, and corporation directors masquerading im
the overalls of the proletarian. Now we are getting
at the real rcason for the suspension of the sevem
{ederations——they are luspa:taJ.:r being capitalists!
. »

Pathetic Figures, No. 3: Julius Gerber counting
the proceeds from the sale of dues stampa.
L L ] L
The Society of the Commonwealth Center, an or
ganization within the disorganization, which con-
trols the so-called People’s House, har accomplished
another victory for the good old democratic prin-
ciples, which we hear so much about in The Call,
of {ree speech and free assemblage by refusing the

suditorium to the City Convention.
e e =

“The Socialist is mot stating Right Wm
ciplea” says th.:hc slui.Wh' last issne. we
don't blame it; i ing has no principles,
or for that matter principals either, consequently
it would be hard for The Socialist to etste nothing.

But we don’t want to be hard on The
and we will sav that, oulside of The Call, it comes
as pear stating pothing as is hamanly possible.

- L -

“Let the dead past bury its dead™ says The So-
cialist. We supposc this is not notice that the Right
Wing ofice-holders are going into the faneral busi-

We suggest that they make it & co-oparative com-

want a raise of wages or a decrosse of hours, they eorn.



