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NE of the most {requent criticisma directed by
the Right Wingers against the Communist
position assumed by the Left Wing (and this

exactly parallels the European Social-palriols’ criti-
cism of Bolshevism), is that thé lLeft Wing repudi-
ates Democracy and stands for Dictatorship—Pro-
letarian Dictatorship, it is true, but still, Dictator-
¢hip. The bad Bolshekiki, who are pictured in the
bourgeois press and the corridors of the Rand
School as advocating disembowelment, mayvhem and
the suppression of all our “hard-won liberties,”
are described as endorsing the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat oul of sheer devilishness.

Socialiem is a science. Marx ecientifically
proved that Capitalism generated within itself the
forces which would destrov it; and that it also gen-
erated the class-antagonisms which would unite the
workers to rise against it. and finally 1o overthrow
it. He also predicted thai during the transition
period between Capitaliem and Socialiem, the work-
ing class would be the ruling class; and, to make
his meaning perfectly clear, he went on to Ba'_r_'l!ml
this working class rule of society in transilion
“cannot be anything else but the dictaiorship of the
proletarial.”

There are very few Socialists today who do not
eee that Capitalism is approaching its dvom wi!h
tremendous speed; that the forces generated within
the svstem have, under the intensilving pressure
of war, finally burst it asunder. Also, the very
desperation with which Capitalism attempits to re-
construct the shatlered world, reveals it in all its
naked classcharacter as the Lhictatorship of the
Bourgeoisie. This, with gigantic etrides, is awaken-
ing and uniting the working clazs, and sharpening
its class conscicusness 1o the point of action for the
overthrow of Capitalism. So are the main points
of Marx’s thesis proven true.

We American Socialists have had so little to do
with shaping the course of working class action,
that we find ourselves tsken unaware by such
demonstrations of working class mass action as the
strikes in Seattle, and the general strike in Canada.
After all. these strikes, which began as demands for
immediate and temporary eims, developed a revo-
Jutionary character, in that, for a short time. they
displaced the capitalist political government by o
government of their cwn.

This characteristic of the Seattle strike, and more
particularly of the Canadian strike, must be em-
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Open Air
MASS MEETING
To Demand “Hands OF Russial”
To be Held at Second Ave. and Tenth St.,
Friday Evening, June 6th.

The following speakers will address the
Meeting : John Reed, Rose Pastor Stokes,
Jim Larkin, Dr. Morris Zucker,

Joseph Brodsky, Chairman.

Auspices Bth A D., Socialist Party.

COME IN MASSES! I'

LEFT WING PICNIC
Sunday, August 24th, 1919,

at
HOFFMAN'S PARK,

Eastern Boulevard and Fort Schayler
Road, Westchester, Bronx, N. Y.
Oriental Dances by Miss Katayama and
Troupe.

i Other attractions to be announced later.
A Red Picnic—A Great Time—For a Red

Cause. Men, Women and Children of
| the Working Class. Come and enjoy
yourselves |

Picnic starts 10 A, M.
Arranged by the Left Wing Members of
the Er{m:. Admission, 35¢.
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HELP THE Ist A. D. REFURNISH

ITS HEADQUARTERS ‘

‘HEN the furniture was stolen from

the headquarters of the lst A. D.

thke members found themselves confront-

|| ed with the task of rebuilding, reorgan-

izing and at the same time continuing
their propaganda. .

Will five bundred Comrades donate
One Dollar each to help maintain this
vitally necessary organization?

Address Ali Communications to
HARRY M. WINITSKY,
180 Henry Sirest "
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phasized.. The Seattle workers, after they hed
tied up the city, discovered that & humen com-
munity cannol be tied up. The workers must be
fed, the sick must be attended, the dead buried,
refuse removed, and lights, water and such public
needs supplied. Moreover, the city must be policéd.

The Strike Committee thus found itself “licens-
ing” certain industries and services to operate, in
order that, primarily, the working class should not
suffer. . The restaurant and hotel emplovees being
also on strike, the Committee establiched its own
restaurants. In order to safeguard lives and goods
of the workers, a proletarian police was established.

In Winnipeg and Toronto today the same con-
dition is observable. The General Strike, by
paralyzing industry, paralvzes government. The
Strike Committees are forced to rule the cities, to
“exempt" certain industries and services in order
to provide for elementary human needs; they must
police the cities themselves. Willy-nilly, this “pro-
duction for use and not for profit” is undertaken for
the beneiit of the workers. It displaces the capi-
talist government which operated for the benefit
of the bourgeoisie. It proves that the capitalist
government iz incapable of acting for the benefit
of the working class; but what is more important,
it shows up in glaring cclors the rlasscharacter of
capitalist government, which in time of labor
troubles always acle as the agent of the bourgeoisie
again:l the working clase. and must be replaced by
a working class government of a peculiar uorking
class eviaracter whenever the working class becomes
the ruling class, as il is today on a small scale in
some Canadian cities,

And here another of Marx's predictions is proven
correct.  This government of the workers “cannot
be anything else but the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.” And still another, demonstrates "o all
who have eves to eee, that “the working class can-
not simply laid hold of the capitalist state ma-
chinerv and use it for its own cm:f:."

An editorial in the New York Times of Monday,
June 2d, eums up the situation from the capi-
talist point of view:

CANADA'S PROBLEM

“In form it ia a strike thet i on in Canada, In intent
it is revolution. The Government ie inaclive and seemns
powcrless.  Let us not be oo quick 1o condemn the Gor-
ernment for inaction. Under the laws, Governments are
not enipowered o mcl unlesa Lthere it vinlence. There are
no riote worthy of the name; the “strikers” simply assume
the governmnent of a tvwn, the police and Aremen join
them, and there is no overt act of which to take cognizance.

Y&t nothing i# dooe in any of these cilies except by
permistion of the Jocal Sirike Committee. In Winnfpeg
the milk and bread wagons run by such & permit. The
Post (Mlice emplovees join the sirikers in one eity after
another, and the mails are delivered only as the Strike
Commitier permits.  The police of Winnipeg joined the
strikers at first, bui when the Winnipeg suthorities pro-

to raiee & new police iorce the regular one returned
to work. This sounde encouraging until you hear the

Kings-Queens Picnic
on
Ecnday, June Bth, 1919,
at
Gerken's Cypress Hills Park, Cypross

Avenue, L. L

Tickets 15c in advance, 20c at the gate.
Take Myrtle Avenye “L" to Wyckoff ||
Avenue and transfer to Cypress Hills car.
Gate open at 10 A. M.
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Proletarian Dictatorship

reasor. They returned to work o there shonld be mobody
te interfere with the smrikers, who ae wet had commitied »o
overt acits of dieorder. In [ the mails wre being
distribuied by wolunteers, the postal force havi
uit. Volunteer fire departments are springing up
3.;1‘;.: to take the places of the striking firesnen. And
rll thess sirikes, even those of the Government employess,

are sympathelic sirikes

“The banks of Wmnipeg have clossd their doors becanse
they cannot de business with the mail and telegraph services
disrupted.  *Al the Fort Garry Hotel' says & corres
‘'meals are served only to women childres "
by gracious permimsion of the Sirike Committes, con-
sequence of the desire of some mrikers 1o get i
lo eat, the Strike Commities granmed a

1 to
restsuranis in Winnipeg to keep open ﬂ also permitted
some bakeries to reor=n on condition that they placed them-
relver under its jurisdiction.

“Our own laws may be different from those of Canada.
Certzinly the sanctity of the mails would not be interfered

with without civil war. But #= things s the Dominion
in faced with & problem which mﬂmm powerless to
avert. The House of Commons will debate the gquestion
today. Surely some way must be found by which & mensced
Government may find & weapon with which to strike back
and save ilself.”

¥ romn this editorial may be gleaned a hint of what
would happen to such strikers in the United States,
I there are no laws to interfere with peaceabls
strikers, the American government would pass them.
If there were no rivls to provoke massacres, the
American capilalist class, and its press, would cre-
ate them—as it has in other strikes we know of.

At present the Canadian Government does not
seem to know what to do. But depend n it, the
capitalist government will find a way. ]]:G:ill Bus-
pend its own constitutional guarantees, it wili abol-
ish its own democratic political machinery. It will
either vield the (at present) moderate demands of
Canadian labor—and then emasculate its conces-
stons—or it will find a way of applying foree which
will break the strike. FEEHESE

Then the workers of Canads—and we hope, of the
Uuited Tlitec —vill learn the final lesson which
proletarian revolutions 'all tesch, aud which Murx
formulated:

“If the proletariat during its contest with the bour-
gecisie is compelled, by the force of circumstances,
o organize itself as o class; if, by means of a revo-
lution, it makes itself the ruling class, as mch
sweeps away by force the old conditions of pro-
duction; then & will, along these conditions, L
swept away the conditions for the exisience of class
antagonisms, and a; classes generally, end will
therely have aboli its own supremocy es
class.”

It matters not that the Canadian General Strike,
and the Seattle Strike before it, were declared for
the most elementary immediate demands. The pro-
cess of the strike, and the logic of its inevitable con-
flict with the government, cannot fail to drive home
the lesson that no lasting working class reforms are
possible under capitalisi government; only the
overthrow of the capitalist sysiem, and the estab-
lishment of Proletarian Dictatorship, can solve the
workers' problems and at the same time forever put
an end to the class struggle.

Grand Pic-Nie
Sunday, June 8th, 1919

To celebrate the Tenth Anniversary of

the Esthonian Socialist weekly,

Uas [Im
to be held at Eastern Boulevard Park,
Westchester, Fort Schuyler (former Hoff-
man Park).

Ehh:lnmﬁ:; at the gate 35¢c.
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Lots of more than 100, special rates.

Lessons of the Reve'stien. . . . .

Price, 10 cents. Bundles, 735 omnis.
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Special Price to Comr
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By N, Lenin.
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The Communist Book Department

The Communist aska all members of the Loft Wing to order literature through our new
Book Depariment. From time to time we shall publish books and pamphlets of importance to

N. Lenin
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