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Forty Thousand Expelled by Seven

The following is the first of several ariicles
describing the Party crisis, and the awlocralic ac-
tions of the Right E"mg members of the National
Executive Commiltee ai i3 recent historic meeting
in Chicago. It is written and issued by Comrades
L. E. Katterfeld and Alfred Wagenknechi, members
of the National Executive Commiliee, and Louis
C. Fraina.

TOLATING every principle of fair play and

equare dealing and disregarding every con-

stitutional provision to the contrary, the
MNational Executive Committee, at ils session in
Chmaga Mav 24 to 30th, uxpel]td the state organ.
ization of the Socialist Party in Michigan, con-
stituting nearly 6,000 members, without a trial;
suspended the Russian, Lithuanian, Polish, Lettish,
Hungarian, Ukrainean and South Slavic Federa-
tions of the Party, constituting more than 30,000
members and—worst of all, and let it be said to
their everlesting shame—are autocratically holding
up the nativnal referendums for the election of a
new MNational Executive Committee, International
Delegates, Intermational Secretary, and upon the
question of the Emergency National Convention.

Never belore in the history of the Socialist Party
have Party ofticials dared =0 outrageously to violate
Party principles. A wilful group of seven mem-
bers out of a total National Executive Committee
membership of filteen, ten of whom attended the
meeting, usurped power which the constitution does
not grant them, and which the Socialist Party mem-
bership never intended any servants of the Party
to have. This willul group of seven did not, how-
ever, act as servants of the Partv—but as dictators
and tyrants to defleat the t:pm&&eﬂ will of the mem-
bership and to perpetuste themselves in office.

This is the crisie. In these frantic efforts of the
ofbicial bureaveracy of the Socialist Party to
maintain itself in power, we see the final attempt of
hnurge::nin reflormisro to crush r:vﬂlutiunu}f Social-
i=m in the United States. This crisis affects the in-
tegritv and fulure of the Socialist Party; if our
Party is whole heartedly and unequiv ur:a-lljr to stand
for a Sacialism which will not compromise, which
will not fail in times ol test, then every Party mem-
ber must rebuke this unscrupulous action, and mus:
take a stand in support of the pearly 40,000 com-
rades arbitrarily deprived of Party membership for
their fidelity to the principles of true International
Socialism.

The objects of the autocratic seven are as plain as
daylight. Like a tidal wave, the demand for the
tactics and principles of the kind of Socialism which
stands true to the working ciass at all times, has
swept the Party. The thousands of comrades who
were sincerely sttempling to convince Party me-m-
bers that a moie revolutionary kind of Socialism
war pucessary, were kmown as the “Left Wing".
This Lelt “mg in our patty understood cl:.arlv
that the Scheidemann brand uf Socialism means the

N. Y. State Left Wing
Mew York, May 31st, 1919,
Dear Comrode:

In view of recent happenings in Local, State and
MNatinnal Party afairs, the details of which you have
heard by this time, we believe the time is ripe for a
sort of ienlative siate organization of the Left Wing
in Mew York State. The Siate Executive Committee
has begun the same tactics on & state scale which
Local New York has heen practising on & local
scale; that is, the reorganization and expulsion of
Left Wing locals. In order that we mav counter this
blow it would be advisable for all Local Secretaries,
or areanieers or representatives slected by Left Wing |I
Locals, to participate in such s conference, to meet 1
and draw up a plan of campaign of education and
organization so that we may keep our membership
intact and capiure the Party organization wherever
possible. Where that is impoasible, due 10 the sabo-
tage of offbicer-holders; we may have to take sieps to
build up Left Wing organizations within the Party.
H  All this of course is subject 10 the action Laken
by the National Left Wing Conference on June 21s

Bul“;u cannot wait until then, workin H!Illl-
ately disorganized. WE MUST ACT N

Can you bring this maner op before your lnﬂ-L
er, il the time is too short, come yourself, or send
somoone in your place, to & stale conferesce of Left
Wing Localy, on Sun il!ternmn at 2 ndm:k. Juna

Bih, at Wellingion Hotel, Albany, N
Trusting you will be ]
ours iruuu.lh,
i Maoxmanuaw CoExn,
Executive I
Local Greewer New York, l

I Left Wing Section

Call for a National Conference of
the Left Wing

Call for a National Conference of the Left Fing
of the American Socialist Parry, issued by Local
Boston, (Lows C. Fraina, Secretary): Local Cleve-
land, (C. E. Kuthenberg, Secretary); and the Lefi
Fing Section of the Socialist Party of New York
Cuy, (Maximilian Cohen, Secretary).

The inlternational sitvation and the crisis in the
American Socialist Party; the sabotage the pany
bureaurracy has practised on the emergency national
conventior ; the N. E. C aligning our party with the
social-patriois At Berme, with the Congress of the
(-reat Hetraval; the necessity of reconstructing our
policy in sccord with revoluionary evenis,—al! this,
and more, makes it necessary that the revoluticnary
forces in the Socialist Party get together for counsel
and action.

This call is therefore issued, {or the holding of &
Natuonal Conference of the Lelt Wing ef the Amen-
can Socialist Party, to discuss:

1.—The crisis in the party, end sction thereon; the
conquest of the party for the party, for mu]uuam]
Socialiem.

2—~The New International; wavs and means to
prevent the party aligning itself with the “Interna-
tional™ of the social-patiiols, of the Ebert-Scheide-
mann gangsiers, and the wavering centre; afliation
with the Bolshevik-Spanacan Communist lnterna-
tional alone.

3 —The {formulation of a declaration of principles
and purposes of & national scope of the Left Wing
of the American Socialist Party.

4 —Furming some sort of a pational council or
bureau of the Lelt Wing for propaganda, securing
of information and spreadiag information

5.-To express and draw together the revolutionary
forces in the party; 1o consider other means of fur.
thening the cause of revolutionary Sccialiam.

This call is issued 10 locals of the Socialist Party,
branches snd Left Wing groups within the pany.
The test of sdmission, provisicnally, will be sccepi-
ance of the Manifesto of the Left Wing of the &-
cualist Parry of Grester New York

Left Wing locels are invited to send delegates of-
ficially. Where a local oficially refuses to partici-
pate, branches or minority groups in the party ac-
H cepting the principles of the Left Wing should send
delegates.

Representation—one delegaie for every 500 mem-
bers. No local or group should send more than four
delegates. & OF minority groups with loss than
S0 memberr are entitled 10 one delegate.

The conference will be held starting Saturday,
June 21, in New York City Each delegate will be
taxed 325 for a ceniral fund, out of which will ba
paid the expenses of all delegates.

Lefe Wing Locals and Branches, act! Send com-
nuncictions to Maximilian Cohen, 43 Fest 29th St
New York Cuty.

e

betrayal and defeat of the working class, and that
only the Socialism of Liebknecht and Lenin had
within it the potentialities of success and viclory.
It was to “rescue” the party from this Left Wing
faction, to clean out o1 it all who stood bravely
against purs and simple reformism, that the seven
National Executive Committee dictators threw 40,-

000 members out of the Party.
Through caucuses held outside of lar ses-
sions, the following methods of action were adopt-

ed b}r the autocratic Seven,
1. Not yet knowing how the referendum for the

election of a2 new National Executive Committee
would result, they decided to revoke the charter of
the Snr:m}u'l Party of Michigan, sensing that the
members in Michigan would vote overwhelmingly
agsinst members of the Wilful Seven running for
re-election in the Michigan district.

2. A few days later, having found out that de-
spite the expulsion of Michigan the radical candi-
dates fur election to the hmnn.al Executive Com.
would win out, the Wilful Seven decided to hold up
the entire national referendum upon the election.

3. In maother caocns the Wilfnl Seven came to
the conclusion that after all, the coming National
Convention would speak its mind against these au-
tocratic acts, and wou'd endorse Left Wing Social-
ism. And therefore the suspension of 40,000 m-m-
bers in seven foreign fedaralions was decided up
these seven l'udﬂmnm having supported ra

Socialism in the Pzrry.

4. Feeling that des J:utn these suspensions the Ledt
Wing might still find itsel{ in the majority st the
National Cant;munwm fl-r:l..fmnf that it
*n'nuicl-—«ﬂ:wy en proceeded to form a corporation,
the majority directors of which are Socialists of
the same stamp as the Wilful Seven; and in the

hands of these direciors is to be placed the entire
Lﬂpﬂﬂ]’ of the Socialist Party, including the nesw

adguarters building upon which $10,000 has been
paid. These directors cannot be recalled by the

-Party members, cannot be removed by the Nationsl

Executive Committee, and only cease being dirso-
tors if their Locals ﬂ:pﬁi them fmm membership in
the Pﬂﬂ]’

When we remember that most of the Wilful
Seven, as candidates for re-election to the National
Executive Committee and to the office of Interna-
tional Delegates, knew themselves defeated and
realized that the official machinery of the party was
about to pass into the hands of the Left &’mg, the
revolulionary element, these efforts to retain com-
trol become doubly despicable; for them they are
clearly shown to ge brazen attempts to defy the
will of the Party membership.

But these desperate lactics must not be construed
alone as a frantic effort of defeated officiale to re-
tain their jobs. This is part and parcel of the con-
troversy upon principles and tactics in the Social-
ist Party. It 1s the struggle between the Right
Wing end the Left Wing, between moderate petty
bourgeois Socialism and revolutiopary proletarizn
Socialism.

The “moderates™ on the National Executive Com-
millee show no realization of the problems of the
International Revolution. They do not see the need
of reconstructing the Party pﬂl.‘ll:f in sccord with
the experience gained by our comrades in Earope,
or, al any rate, do not act toward that end

The crisis is serions. It affects the future of Seo-
cialism and the proletariat in America. We are
confident that revolotionary Socialism will com-
quws the Party. It will prevail despite the sabotage
of the Wilful Seven T.el no r;fmﬂdﬂ feel de-
heartened. No one member should quit the Party.
In fact, every member should work with might and
main to get members and build, build, build. We
know the game of the “moderates.” They want the
Left Wing 1o desert the Party, | the Party ma-
chinery and property in the hands of the autocrats.
They will be disappointed in this. Every radical
Socialist will stick to the end, wurkmg pight and
day for the reinstatemeat of the nearly 40,000 mem-
bers the Wilful Seven bave severed from the Party.

Insist that the referendum votes upon the elec-
tion of a new National Executive Committee be
counted and made public. Insist that the expulsion
of Michigan and the f{ederations shall not prevail.
Second the referendum motions to reverse acts
of the Wilful Seven, acts unconstitotional and out-
rageous. Rally to the Left Wing, comrades, for to
the Left Wing belongs the future of Socialism.

The slogan of the “moderates™ i»—"Split the
Party for moderate bourgeois Socialism.” ‘The
slogan of the Left Wing is— quer and unite the
Farty for revolutionary Socialism, {or the Commun-
ist International.”

Cleveland Protests

Ir & desperate mitempt ¢ prevent the Leh
of the Socialist Party from captoring the N
Executive Committee of the Farty the existing Ex-
eculire Committee, whose term of office expirms o
the end of June, has arbitrarily expelied the antire

Michigan siaiz organization frem the Party.

EESDLIFTON
Rysotvp, By the joint meciing of the branches
of Locsl Coyaboge County, ing 4D Average
nIl,BIlnmhnml.md for your 1918

thar we initisie the {ollowing moiion, 1o be sabhmit-
ted to referendom of the Party membership ia
United Stales.

tive Commitiee in revoking the charier of the Sooiul-
ist Party of plichigan be rescinded and anaulled

Signed: C E Rorxsasssc,

Chairmes.

Camt Hacxes,
Seoretary.



