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Problems of the Representative of Soviet Russia

By Nicholas 1. Hourwich,

FIEW days ago the proletariat ol
A Amerien joyously preeted the news of
- the appaointment here of an official
represitative of the Socialist Republic of
Russia, Celebrations on this account are
still ‘going on.  Evervywhere mectings are
heing held to greet this newly appoint=d am-
hassador. Socialist and labor organizations
[ruom all parts of the: countrv are sending
telegrams of greetings and letters, prom-
isingr sid and expressing willingness to help
in every way the success of the cause of-
ficially represented here by him, and equallv
tlear o the conscious proletarians of the en-
tire world-—the cawse of the I’roletarian
Revolutiom in Russia, the creative-construc-
tive work of the toiling masses already
begun there w strengthen and deencn the
ioundation of the new Secialist-communist
svstem,

Hut the revolutionary Soeialist organiza-
tions of the American proletariar would
have made an inexcusably fatal erior had
they—with an wdea that now there 15 sumie-
ore here who, without their aid, could take
care of Hevolutionary Russia—limited them.
sehves only 1o these greetings and promiscs,
ia:ling to translate all this into revolutionary
activity,

The great sigmficance of the appointment
here o1 a Roviet representative consists pro-
ci<¢lv in that this appointment opens before
the American proletariat new perspectves
at.d new spportunities ; opportunities of rev-
slutionary activity in direct contact and co-
aperation with the Russian proletariat and
the So. et Goversunent .0 Taeoie. Tl AT
nificanes of this appointment Kes m the {act
that it represents asgreat appeal, reminding
tke  American  workingman  that  the
~mancipation of the workers can be ac-

mplished only by the workers themselves."

Not for a sinple mome it do we doubit
he great ymportance of the purely ““diplo-
matic."” 8o to sav, activity here of the Soviet
representative.  Still jess are we inelined to
donbt the magzic power of the Russian gold
—=-the influcnce of this gold on the nunds
snel elisposition of American plutocracy has
ojready manifested iteelf in a2 most obvious
pAanter,  But, with all due allowances, giv-
ing due justice to all this. we shoulkd like to
«uind a warning to the American waorkerse—
aid” o Comrade Martens himself—szpainst
a1 undue exaggeration of the imporfance of
i is purely diplomatic-commereial functions
he e, We would consider it a fatal mistakee
1 purcly  diplomatic-commercial “eiforts”
bLecome the centre of his activity,

Hewever, as regards ‘‘diplomatic™ activ-
itv. Comrade Martens himself evidenthy en-
tertnins no sentimental ilusions. In am in-
ierview given by him and published the other
dav. he definitely and vwaequivocaly stated:

The Russian Socialist Federated Republic
dues not care about ‘political recogmi-
tion by the United States. .. .. Al that we
waut i1s trade recognition. Comrade Mar.
teng  perfecth understands  thar in  the
world of capiitalistic relations, “‘commerce”

in the words of Kuzma Prutkov—""is the
real thing, and all the rest—nonsense.”
“Commerce” will create deflinite social-
economic relations. a definite “eguilibrium

in America

] - a n -
ol sacial forces,” after which, as Commade

Martens has it, “*the flag, i. e, political
recognition, will follow,

We khould hke 1o go a little further in this
absolutely correct. truly Marxian reasoning.
We should like to emphasize that “'ecom-
merce” itseli—the establishment of com-
percial relations hetween Russia amd the
United States——will eome only as o result of
detmnte social {furces—the very equilibrivg
upon which depends the suceess and the sal-
vation of the Russian Revolution in general.

What, indeed, will guarantee the success
of the Rus<sian 'roletariun Revolution® “he
soviet Bolshevist leaders in Russia, includ-
g Comrade lenin, have answered that
ipuestion on several oceasions,

vomrade Lenin has stated that the {inal
trinmph or the ruin of the Proletariat Revo-
imion in Russia depends on whether the
revolutionary movements of the proletariai
and Proleatrian Revolutions in other coun-
tries will come to its assistance. And in this
phrase une finds the key for the understand-
ing of the present political situation!

IF the revointionary movement of the
prindetariat in other countries trivmphs, then
the congquest of the Russian Revoluion, the
!fuﬁ-ﬂiﬂn ~ovirt Rep-bliee will he saved;
and as a result, there will come also *‘com-
mereie!” and “Ctrade”™ and all sorte of other
relations, 11, on the contrary. the revolu-
twnary working class movement in other
vertintries igpbs, it will etrke a mortal ow
at the Revolution in Russia.  And no “com-
mercial amd trade relations™ can help Russia
in that event. Why, alter all, should the
ranitaitet world, capitalist America included,
reed Cecommereial relations” with Socialist
Kunssia, while the cherished hope of  the
entire capitalist world is something greater,
namely — to crush the revolutionary re-
si<tance of the Russian proletariat, to sup-
press Socialism in Russia, and then swallow
the whole of Russia— with all her commerce,
trade amd natoral resources?

L nder present dav political conditions, the
revolutiohary movement of the. prolctarat
m atli countries is the main thing, is the cen-
ter of gravitation, is evervthing—both for
prodetarian Russia and for the emancipation
of the proletariat of all the world, The =suc-
cess or fatlure of the proletanan movement,
the strength of the Bolshevist movement, in
couniries ruled by capitalism, is at the pres-
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REEOLUTION ADOPTED BY CITY COM.
MITTCE, LEFT WING SECTION,
SOCIALIST PARTY, LOCAL
NEW YORK, APRIL 14,

1919

WHEREAS omrade 1 v A K. Mariens
has Yween appointed by the Russian Socialist

Federat:d Soviet Republic as ite representa-
tive in the U'. S of Ameriwa, and

WHERFAS, the form of goverament cs-
ta'lished in Russia by Workmen, Peazants and
Soldiers represents the highest ideals of the
revokationary Socialiste worlongmen of the
rorld, theredore be it

RESCHMAVED. that we greet most cordially
their Fenrescntative, Uomerade Martens, and as-
gore him of oor andivided mapport,

¢nt moment a barometer of the **favorable.”
ur openly hostile, attitude of capitalist gov-
crnmerts towards Soviet Rnssia

The establishment of commercial fmier.

.course between Russia and capifalist coun-

tries, with all M= intrinsic advantages for
the economic hie of Raossia, s on her #ide
1o a certain degree similar to the signing of

the Brest Litovsk treaty, merely a means to
‘‘gmin’ time."”

All the forgomng, in our opinion, tends to
indicate a “line of behaviour” for the revolu-
tinnary Socialist organizations of the Ameri
czn proletariat, as well as for Cemrade Mar-

tena as the representative of the Russian
Soviet Government.

The center of his"attention. the ever-
cimstant “‘compmes™ directing his activit,
here, shonld be the interests of the rerolu-
tionarv  Sodalist mowvement among the
Asnerican proletmriat, the infer stz of th
advanced guard, the hope and suarantee o
the succees of that movement—:he Lefs
Wing of the American Bocialist Party.

We are fully aware that in hic manifol
activities he may not alwavs, or even frc-
arently, be in a position to=ict under the
banner of the Left Wing : but be should tak..
great care that his attitude dors not provid.
“bait” for the Rizht and “'Moderate” social-
rpportunists, thereby unconsciensly to “ stals
in the back”™ the only bulwark-and hope oi
proletarian Ruossia—those whom it invites to
ité  International Communist- Congress—
the Lelt Soemlist Wing.

With these wishes, which 2re at the samr
time Bolshevist greetings to Comrade Mar-
lens, we conclade oar arsicie,

We believe that the ‘‘compass” recom.
mended by us, and revolutionary Bolshevik
sensitiveness, will belp Comrade Martens
to orientate himself im difficnlt moments, and
will gnarantec suceess to his coming seriots
and responsible work,

We heartily wish him that saccess,

The Jewish Federation of the Sociafist
I"arty, which s ene of the mont powerfni
props of the Right Wing, and whose action
in “reorganizing” Downtown Jewish Rranch
2, threatens to change a normal Fett Wing
Branch into an sbnorma’ “Right Wimss
anch, s prblishing @ magarine =al'ed ‘The
Intermatioal.  This magazine, cvidently
with the idea of camouflaging its Right
\Wing tendencies, reprinted in its first nmoz-
her an arfaele by Comrade John Reed from:
The Literator.

Comrade Reed gawe and gives no permie-
sion tn The Intermatioma] orupy uther Rirh:
Wing Socialist paper to reprint his articles,

The Left \Wing endorses onlv one Fewish
paper in New York, Der Kampf, orgin 7
the Jewish Left Wing.
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On Setavdey evenity, April 32, the Cen:
tral Committee of Local Kings instrutted
th¢ Execative Commitéee to send coples nf
the Left Wrag Mawilesto and Program 4o 2l
members &f Lecal Kings: and to eafl 2
Borongh meeting for May 1. te conwmder
the question of endorsing the | eft Winy
Xhanifesto and Program.



