THE NEW YORE COMMUNIST

The Left Wing and The Call

" AONG the ridiculous aorusations
A hurled at the Left Wing by the Right
i« the charge that we want tuo wreck

the New York Call ,

This is based largely on the fact that the
Left Wing has refused to support or con-
tribute to The Call's campaipn tv raisg
£00.000 for 2 new primting plant.

Why?

The Left Wing stands for Part: owner-
ship and control of the official Parly press.

The Call is an official organ of the Party.
yet it is neither owned nor controlled hy the
I’arty. The Call is raising $00,000 for a pew
plant. and as an official Party organ, is ap-
pealing 1o the rank end file of Party mem-
ber= for funds, Yet when the printing plant
is bouprht, it will be neither ewned nor con-
trolled by the Party,

Thi= 1s how The Call 1« owned and con-
trolied.

It i publiched by the Warkingmen's Ca-
operative Publishing Association, an organ-
iration of Party members. Contred is vested
in the Association, and in a Board of Man-
ager-

The  Aseociation meels  every  three
months,  Party members, and onlv Party
memiwrs, may be elected members of the
As=snciatinon, upon the pzvment of five dol-
lar< initiation fee and dues of one dollar per
year

The Noard of Mfanagers 12 elected as inl-
[owa: four members elected Ly the Associa-
tion ; four members chosen by the tour Lo-
cal- oiLareater New York, and the State,

The Board of Managers i= elected as {ol-
ivur members by the Association;
fiv¢ memhers by the four Locals of Greater
New York, and the State Committee. (At
the present time there are five addimonal
members, who act 1n a more or lecss ad-
visory capacity, representing organizations,
formeil at one fime to raige monev for The
Call: we ave informed that these additional
memberships will be abulished at the mect-
ing o \pril 25th.)

Twi facte are plain First, that it costs
money to, enter the ““democracy” of the
Waorkingmen's Cooperative Publishing As-
Cecond, that the ‘'official” Party
delegates on the Board of Managers_are in
a bare majority—five to four. S« that by
sidhing with the Assoctation members, one
laowal delegate conld defeat the will of the
three other Locals of Greater New York,

T’artv members pay dues to the Party.
For that they are entitled to a voice in Party
afiair- The Call is an official Party organ:
but hweiore a Party member can have a voice
in the mangement of The Call he must pay
sit doliars. This is a mockery of “Party
control ™

Wi hiave stated I:P:'.hli-rh' manv times that
if The Call would submit to Party control,
e would support the campaign oi the of-
ficial P'arty organ for a new pr‘i:‘ltin[{ [ﬁﬂ'l'l'l'.
and gladly

1w can the mamagement of The Call he
democratized ? hmm‘lg‘ many p}ﬂ-ﬂﬁ. the fol-
Jowing has been submitted to the Board of
Manauers:

Every member of the four Locals of
Greater New York becomes ex-officio a
member of the Association. If the money
paid by members of the Association is neces-
sary. an annual special dues stamp wil] yield
the revenne,

Why is there cpposition to such a scheme

lovws

Kisttintl,

—or something similar? \We are told by

members of the Board of Manapers that
“tae initiation fee and duws restricts the
Assciation to thuse Party members who are
really interested in the paper” \What z
splendid reason for a Socjalist!

Why is it, as the Beard of Managers says,
that ““plenty of peuple kick about The Call,
but the kickers are never interested enough
to come to meetings ! \We have heard sim-
ilar sentiments from captaing of industry,
explaining **why democracy is a failure.” -

Democracy is a failure chitfly because
the great mass of the people have nothing
to say ahbout the Government, The *‘de
maocracy”™ of The Call doesn't work for ex-
actly the same reason. The constitution of
the Association places obstacles in the way
of Party control, In the first place, it costs
money to be a member; in the second place,
an applicant for membership must be voted
on, amd even then he: eannat exercise his
rights as a member until the next quarterly
mecting, three months off.

To the rank and file, impat.ent with The
Call’s editormal policy, the B .ard of Man-
agers and 1« supporters use strange argu-
ments.

For example, “Party ownership and con-
trol is inefficient” This is the same argu-
ment used by private capitaliste againat
Liovermment ownership.  In a Party which
aims at the public ownership of industry, it
sounds a little incongriuous—and moreover,
it shows that distrust of the proletariat
characteristic of ** Moderate Sociglism.”

Another: ““The ownership of property
makes the Party conservative.” Thie j= also
surprsing ; if it is troe, then the ownership
af all private property, which i ovr aim, will
make the workers black reartionaries!

We were told by one: membe. of the
Board «f Managers, *[t takes time to ac-
complish these chanpes In the meanwhike,
it s vitally necessav for The Cal! to have
its= printing plant.  Help us now, and then
we'll talk about changing the ownership
and control.™  This is the same argument
with which the Governinems of Enrope per-
saded their workers to support the War!

The credulous are impressed by another
prece of specious reasoning. The Board of
Manager< savs that “Party ownership” is
danpervus, for if the Association. were wden-
tical with the Locak of Greater New York,
then any suit for damages against The Call
wonld make it possible to attach the Party
funds (if anv): or, since the Party ia not
incorporated. it might make everv member
liable.

Possiltly. That is not the point at issue
here. We do not demand the immediate

abolition of the Worldngmen's Cooperative
Association: we demand that membership in

the Locals of Greater New York carry with
it membtership in the Associatien.
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i LEFT WING

General Membership Meeting

Sundayv, April 20, 1919
at 1 P. M.

MANHATTAN LYCEUM
66 East 4th Sireel

Important matter to be discussed
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To our demands, the Board of Managers

answers just what the capita¥fist system an-
swers to the workers, just what the Right
Wing machime answers to the Left Wing:
“Change it, then, by all means change H—
but use the legal and constitotional machin-
ery, which functions to protect us agminst

you.

We replv: "““What is your reason for re-
fusing to democratize The Call? There can
be no honest reason. Do not talk to us sbout
‘legality’ and 'constitutionality,” as H you
were afraid of the majority of the Cociakiet
Party.” 1

Why should the Left Wing want to wreck
The Call? On the contrary : the Left Wing
wants to take over The Call, with the rest
of the Party machinery, at the coming Emer-
gency Convention,

Left Wing Notes

he Left Wing organization has decided

to support the fnllowing nominees and

asks ail revolutionary Socialists to do like-

wise:

Fur the National Exccutive Committee,

st Ihstrict: N. 1. Hourwich, K. Y., Edward

Lindgren, Brookdvn, N. Y., Louis C Fraina,
Boston, Mass,

For International Delegutes: 1. E. Fer-
lindgren. Brooklvn, N. Y.. Louws C. Fraina,
Boston, Mass, John Keed N. Y., C E
Ruthenberg, Cleveland, Ohio.

The followmg branches and Jocals n
Greater New York have affiiaved with the
l.eft Wing:

l.ocal Queens: Entire local.

Locul Kings: 4th Russian Br. of the Fed

Gth A 1). Hranch 2

-th A. D). Brandh 1.

oth A. I). Braneh 1
13th A, 1). Brameh 1

14th A. 1), Bramch 1

14th A. ). Jewish Branch
23rd A. D. Brameh 1 .

Minority groups in aH other branches.

l.ucal New York: 1st A, D.
and A. D
3, 5& remh A D.
fth A. D
Bth A, D. }ewish Br
All Russmn Branches
ANl Lettish Branches.
All Ukraimxim Br.
All Hungariea Br.
German- Homgarian Br.
Esthonian Branch.
znidl Hussian Branch
(outside Federation.)
Murray il Germaa
Branch
Minority groups in all
other branches.
l.vcal Hronx: 3rd Russian Bramdh.
Hungarian Branch.
Minority groups in all o«eer branches.

—

The following are the lLeft Wing papers
in New York: Der Kampf (The Struggie)
Jewisk; Novy Mir (New World) Russan;
Flore (Forward) Hungarian: Robitnik
{ Worker) Ukramian.

6th A. D. Branch, N. Y., will hold a
symposium debate on party tachies at b
cluhrooms, Friday, at 8 p. m.



