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The Party Situation in New York

THE INQUISITION

' I'I'H the rise to power of the Left
‘;‘# Wing urganization within the So-
cialist Party in New York City. the
"local officialdom instituted a variety of new
reyrulntions and committees governing thuse
within the Partv and thuse who would within
the Party be. Not the icast offensive of Lthese
was the creation of a committee of three for
the purpose of prilling applicants for mem-
bership in the Sociahst Party.

In the past the party bas been very fax
rowanling the admission of new members,
practically any one who signed an applica-
tie.n Llank Leing adimitted without guestion.
Thee fact has often heen pointed out by
tnany of those members who now constitute
the eft Wing, but without result,  Hut
those w e sugpested a change in the method
of admitting new members had no dea of
handing the control of the growth of the
party i thi= ay over to 8 few hand-picked
mdividuals The most commeni :-'quu[thI':rT‘l
muade wax that branches should exercise,
through their executive or membership com-
mittees, a stricter control n this matter.

The creation of this committee, or Star
Chambier Extraorndinary as it now functions,
at this time, i= clearly not a matter of comci-
dence, 1t 1= a direct attempt by those at
present in control to perpetitiate them-clves.
Apparently the Right Wing helieves that the
present trend of events in the world at large
will result in the mse of =uch revolutonary
sentiment, that it behooves the Party to be
very careful in admatting new members, jest
the infllux of revolutionary recruits over-
whelimn the present ofiicialdom and give the
ILeit Wing control of the party.  The net
re=ult of the creation of this Star Chamber
i= the halding up of hundreds of applications
and the consequent loss tuo our paovement
of the services of men and women whose
eves have heen opened to their economic
conditivns throngh the pressure of world

events. The fact that vver 80 per cent of thes

hundreds of applicants so held up are work-
mg men and women, mambers of that class
in socicty which we claim to be the voice,
merelv strengthens the assumption that this
whole proceeding is a political move m the
interest of the machine, While some of the
questions asked by this amateur Overman
Commiitee clearly show that the applicant’s
knowledge of, or svinpathy with, the Social-
ist movemen. i% not the real point at issue.

The following is an account of these third
degree methods by une of the vicums:

Together with several would-be “‘com-
rades,” 1 waited one Sundav moming,
heiore locked doors at the appointed houor,
forr those annmnted of the Lord to arrive,
to put us though onr tests. While wait-
ing. we exchanged experiences as to
how many times we had come before, etc.
. was told haw the Sunduy previous fifty
nr more working men had waited in vain
fier cver an hour, and finally had gone
#wav with their object unachieved, One
comrade remarked, " Thev don't want us
in the P"arty now"-<but just as | was be-
ginning to luse all hope of being a ** Party
member,” our (hiefl Examiner arrived and
unlocked Room 505, We filed in and
whiled avay the time reading our Social-
ist-papers and wwiting for Chiel Examiner
No. 2. Finally he too arrived, and the
Hely ol Holies was opened, and in we
xeny, one by one, to meet opr fate.

““Why are you joining the Party now?”
wus the first question, Remembering the
law of the land, that one is assumed to be
imwcept until proven  guilty, we took
couruge and replied: “Because it ecems
the pevehological moment.” This seemed
1o pass, and we waited breathlessly for
the next “‘west.” which was, whether we
were born in this country. Reassuringly
bulwarked by the fact that our ancestors
<ince 16 something had been born here,
amil we likewise, we answered in the af-
firmative, Whether we stoud by the state-
ment printed o2 our pink application card,
which was taken from a box where it had
lain for some seven weeks, was also an-
swered 1o the afiirmatyve.

Here the cexamination seemed to be
over, and we were 1old there woald appar-
aver, and we were tuld there would be
appurently no further difficulty as to our
membeship, We prepared to leave, when
suddenly Chief Examiner No. 1, who had
stood by silentdy during the proceedings,
shot out the question, *“Do vou know
anvone in the 3rd, 5th and 10th A, D.
Branch?”  Remembenng our conversa-
ten with the comrade who had assured us
that we wese not wanted in the Party—
we scrambled frantezlly in our brains
fof  some  innocuous-sounding  Anglo-
Sexon names, carefully avoiding all of
Celtic prigin, and found two. These
seetned also o pass,

With a sigh of rehei we leit the huild-
ing. feeling sure our red card was as good
as i our pocket ; but 1o dat: —twao months
since applcation-—-we are etill cardless

REPRESENTATION IN THE CITY
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

{ ywing to the fact that the machinery of
the Party 45 in the control of the Right
Wing any opportunitics occur whcrtljl}'
the machine consolidates iteelf.  While all
branches known to have a majority of Right
Wing members are gaven their full quota
ol divlegates to the Centrfal Committee,
hranches known ta be controlled bt the Left
Wing or suspected of harboring atﬁtmnﬂ'
minority - of  lefr Wing members are
wherever possible  deprived of their full
representation.  This especially applies to
the varous Russian language branches, For
ecxample, the first {downtown) branch of
the Hussian Fedemtion was given only two
delegates, after protest by the branch it was
given three delegates, although it jull repre-
~entation is at least four if not Tive delegates,
The Hnh Branch of the Ukranian Federa-
tion has only two delegates, alhough ac-
carding to the hy-laws it 15 entitled to four,
or five,

GERRYMANDERING

Almihrr of the methisls recently bronght
ifts play by the Right Wing of the
party 15 the tactical
manoenvre which calls forth voluble denoun-
ciatiun by the Socialist Purty when practised
Ly either oi the old parties.  The Gerry-
mander is a scheme of reorganizing districts
sias 10 divide the forees of the oppusition,
1t 1= pot a paiticularly vicious pulitical move
abd. indeed, in camitalist orcles has come to
be looked upen’as one i the little privileges
of the party in powsr.  Dlut the majoriny
tiuu:rinliz-lt:-:- have alwayve afiected nighteous
indignation when they were the victims and

Gierrvmander—a

profess 10 believe that it is a yj=ions method
of foiling the “will of the peaple.” Now,
however, that officialdom faces insurgency
it immediately discovers in the Gerrymander
a iriend indeed, and it proceeds to attempt
the reorganization of several branches in
order, il we are to believe fts previous argu-
ments, to foil the will of the pecple, who in
this particular case are the membership ol
the Socialist Party. The second Jewish
HBranch has been so reorganiaed and the 17th
A. D. Hranch is at present in the throes -of
the Gerrvmander. "

Where the case is s0 hopeless that the
Gerrymander is  useless more  violeat
measures are resorted to; as m she case of
the 3rd. 5th and 10th A. D. awd &h A. D
Branches, both of which ®ave charges
pending against them which #t is sincerely
huped (by the Right Wingy will result in
thewr expulsion from the Sociabst Party,

THE PARTY PRESS.

Although ona of the unmediate point at
issue between the Right and Left Wings
12 the ownership and comrol o1 the
party press; the Right Wing taking
the attitude that the statws quo scould
be maintained 1w all mtents  and
purposes the  machine  within @ the
Party controls the press whea it comes to
matters of Party policies and tactics, Official-
dom is invamably in the posstion of  the
Ftand-patter.  Thus when the Pariv press
remains silent on the matter it i plaving
the grame of the machine.

lu all  appeals for moral and fiancial
support which from time to time are insued
by Tlarty papers  one of the Hnm-g"tst
arpuments advaneed 15 that the mtmlﬂ-phip
Wil have W paper which will present s
views and which, by virtue of the absence of
financial control through  subsidies or
advertisements, will present the sroth oo al
occasions.  Yet when a powerful minority
arists within the Party the afficial press
refuses to acquaint the membership.avith the
fact.  The Call, through its Board of
Mamagement, has refused to give any publi-
citv to the Left Wing organization: cven
going to the length of refusing te advertise
mieetings held under its auspices as such,
and the Left Wing can only insert notices
of its mectings by camontflaging under the
name of a committee or some other hody
The Call says in effect *‘we will accept vour
advertisements but we will not print the
name of vour organization™ aad  thes it
maintains the fiction of a “‘free press” for
which it is always ostensibly fighting.

The Jewish Daily Forward, an official
organ of the Socialist 'arty, takes much the
same attitude towards the Left Wing but in
other matters it goes so far to the right as
to refuse to print the names of party mem-
bers who may have fallen under the dis-
pleasure of the government. It refuses to
advertise the Novy Mir, the official argan
of the Kussian Federation, although this
body 1= part oi the Socialist Jarty, m fact
eccines in relation to the Party exactly the
game posttion as does the _'Iewiﬂ-'r Federation.

I.ocal Hronx has held two meelings Yor
the discussion of the Left Wing Maniesto
and Program and will hold a third meeting,

"Friday, April, 18th in ).ondon ﬁﬂllu,,gﬂﬁ

Third Ave,, al 8 p.-m.



