THE NEW YORK COMMUNIST

nt'-\i. New York Esxecutive Sccretary
L (;erber caused a mild sensation in the
State Comwiittee meeting on Sunday last by
suddenly producing and reading conies of
the nununies of the ]_.-l‘..‘fl 1||"|'i$1g' *Lli.tjn' Cow-
mritter,  That the minuges disproved what
he sought to prove: that Comrade Gitlow
hail been sepd out by the Left Wing as State
Vo anider, E:. of little mument, The ques-
tion 15: Where did Guiber get the minutes?

The J.eit ﬁr‘ing is not a secret organiza-
tiven,  1ts Central Commitlee meets openly
a+l now that the Left Wing is in posses-
on of a medium of expression, the nunutes
wi'l he published. We are informed that
{verher had an actual copy of the minutes.
ane this precludes the prossibility that he was
acting on a report of the meeting.  \Where
did he et his copy®  But even the means
thet Gerber employed to obtain a copy of
our nenutes is net for the moment mipor-
tant, T'he important point is that an oificial
of the Sociaiist Party reads from copies of

punutes that he had no title tu possess, to

one of the highest delegate hodies in our
prganization, It was obviois 1o everyone
present that he had not caome by his copy
openly, vet he was allowed to proceed with-
vut anyune making a protest.

The party has been protesting vigerously
aviinst the espionage carried on in this
coamtry both by officia]l government agencies
and by unoificial stoghkpigeon orgauizations,
Vit when information obtained v methods
maniicstly similar to those emploved by the
espionape agencies is laid hefore our *“Com-
raties” no protest is made, but on the con-
trary the Right Wing sit< open-eared and
prepares to act upon the miormation,

¢ what ground does the party Drotes?
againsl goyermment espionage®  Is this a
evmple of Soeialist honor?  Js this typical
of the revolutionary integrity of our Pargy

The pussession of a copy of out dninatss
dig us no harm and consequently we are not
suifering sinder the sting' oi defeat,  Are
these the anethods the Right Wing intends to
u~¢ in future? Does the membership of the
I'arty suppord these methods? Forewarned
is iorearmed,

National Left Wing
Coaference

Thi‘ ca'l for a National Left Wing Con-

ference,  published® in The Revolu-
tisnary Age, has our hearticst endorsement.
et ne the Left Wing has united all the
truly  revolotionary  clements  within the
Pariv in New York, so must we join {forces
wil these same elements the country over,
s u= o organize more eflicaciously for the

capture of the Party both loeally, Laocal by
l.ocal and Brench by

Rranch; and na-
tionaly it ghe coming 1imergency  Party
Lunventaon,

The Centrists protest  that they agree

absolutely with the principies and program
ol 1he Left Wing, but they do not approve
of a “separste organization” within the
Farty. How then, we ask, shall we actually
o ahgut capturing the Party machinery?
‘I'hev tel ws 40 form caoucuses in the
Erunches and the Central Committees, and
at the same time €0 Agiale our principles
and program among the rank and file.

Insiead of a geries of little caucusLs,. We
sibstitute oge big caycus — the Left Wing
— which_at the same tilne agitates our prin.
ciples and program. The National, Leit
Wing Conference wiill create a  Natwonal

. the delegates to the

Caucus, which can present in action within
the Tarta & disciplined and umited frout,

It t= true that the Leflt Wing has culled
for an Emezgency National Party Conven-
tion.  Hois argacd by many Comrades th
in alew of 4bis fact, a Natiogal Left Widg
Uouference is nnneceesary — since the rank
and dile is with us already, and a conference
oi Leit Wi delegates to the lhmergency
Convention, hewd a few-davs before it, could
accomAizh our purpose ol arranging  for
uniied actiun in the Comvention,

Toa certadn extent Whis i 4rue. But we
must remember that, although the rank aud
file of the Party members are much more
revolutionary than their lewders, they are not
by any imeans united on the details of Party
tactics.

The Leit Wing-has an hemense propa
ganda to accomnlish before, in this conntry,
we have a Sociahist Party 1it to take its plece
as the “mest advanced and resolute section
of the workig=cluss parties.”  LEven afier
Emergency  Nationad
Conventivn are elected, the education of the
rink and file must go on, so that thoy may
imtelligently follow and pass on the sign.
tficiant action of the Emergency Convention.

A National left Wing Conference  will
weld into one conscious unit the delegates
of J.ocals from all vver the country, and
their return 40 their homes will carry into
the remotest branches Lelt Wing principles
and tictics, which will operate to change the
fundisnentid ideas of the Partv more pro-
fomdlv that ten thousand speakers sent om
on towr from New York, Boston
othgr center,
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Will Debs Come QOut, or
Shall We Go In?

O?"-.' Saturdav, April 13th, "Gene Debs went
to prson for ten years,

The editnrs of shic prier, AGd ¢4 ery meny.
Irer uf the Left Wing. stand squarely bebind
the position of "Gene Debs -and we Lierewith
ewdorse the speech for which bhe was con-
victed,

"Lene Dlebs told the truth about the war.
Fvery event that has happened saince he

spoke—the invasion of Socialist Russia by

the Intefnationa] Imperialists, the armistice’

ternis to Gepnany, the futide  proceeding-
of the impotent “‘Peace Caonference” at
Pariz, and the mobbings, suppressions and
anrests of Socmalists at home—all thesc
things prove cleardy 4o the blindest that the
War was nothing but & capitalists’ war, and
no workingman had any place Jo it

The court which convicted "Gene Debs,
aird thie Supreine Court, which sustained the
comaiction, proved his charge—that the
courts oi this country are created to defend
aud protect the capitalist” class aganst the
workers.

The ruthless ruling class of the Lnited
States. hysterical at the sight of ted clouds
im the east. tyurns instinctively  to its soc
weapont against the righteous wratheoi the
tvrannized and exploited workers—brte
force. They have taken away our beloved
"Gene they have shut in their ferocious bas-
tille our fearless Comrade, who dared to
speak what is in the hearts of thousands
o us,

Fhe National Execative Committee of the
“Wogialist Party bas arranged to bold five
thoveand meetings of protest all over the
conptry on May let. e

Protest? To whom? To the capitalist
Government that put Debs in jail—and
whose spies and petty agents hare riveted
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Socialist Tactics?

on America for the past two years a veritble
White Terror? The Government nays mo
attention to our protests; the Government
ollows Tom Mooney to put in prison for life,
convicted on perjured evidence; the Govemn-
memt permjts torture of conscentious ob-
jectors, aud holds behind bars thousands of”
political prisvners, under terms of nprison-
ment unparalleled in moderg cuuatnies.

Iues the Government vield 1o our pro
tests: (ne hundred odd consceatious ob-
jectors out of many hundred baye been set
frec: beivre saiting for Europe the fast time
President” Wiison “'pardoned” one Socalist
political prisoner, who dide’t vommit the
crime for which he was conyrcted, and *‘re-
duced the sentences™ ol athers; from twenty
and &frecn vears down to one, twg and
three years.. The press reports that he has
sent from Paris for the “ papers” in the Debs
case, presumably to ““reduce the sentence.”

No, Comades, our protests and our pray-
ers (did not win these contemptibje sops. It
was the European comrades, the Commun-
istx of al! countries, who, growing tired of
lies and hypocrisy, have turned to acton.
The Dictatorship of the Proletariat is the
workers answer to the White Terror. It is
to-gquict the gant of awakening Labor in
Foury e that Wilson hands out these crumbs,
sayving, "‘See, here’s an amnesty. I'm a
Demoerat—] love the workers”

Protest~ arc foolish, Pravers are despic-
ahle. The only way to answer the brute
force of the ruling class 15 by means of the
arganized power «f the American workers.
Right. justice, reason mean pothing togour
ruler<: urganized power is the only argu-
ment they recogmze.

Ii the workers of the United States were
te: stop work for three days, the jads would
oprn and 1ebs and oor other Comrades
would be free.

We are sick of protests and prayess.

We are sirk of resodutions and manuestos

We demand the release—not *'pardon™—
oi "Gene Debs,

We demand the release-—mot * pardon™—
of Tom Mooney.

We demand the refease—aot “p N
il all pulitical prisumecs.

w—

The Amnesty Conpvention

I'~I' has been proposed to call a Nationad
Amnesty {onveation of all the i
tions i favor of a Goveromeat amnesty for
political priﬂ..ﬁfﬁ-—mm LGib-
eral sockties such a< the Givil Labesties Bu-
roal, eic.

We have pothing but admiraton for the
handful of Liberak who staexd owt agmnst
autocracr in this .country, not caly dunng
the War, but aftzrward. We reakize ghat So-
cialistx owe ithem a debt of gratitnge. 'We
heartily approve of ilicir desire to hberate
politicas prisoners in the Unated Stages.

But the tiore has eome {0 aals to
withdmw fremn active cgoperation in reforw
moveinants, and 1o devote thar m-’its o
organizing the pruletariat so 85 to make ito
strength delt dircotly—which will do away
with the mecessitvy €or Ampesty LCaonven-
1100k,

Or owa Nativpal EZmergopcy Dnm'wﬁﬂl
ol the Secialist Party wil soeet soon—and
thece we shall take action acossding ¢o So-

cialist priaciples on the mattor of the polisi-
cz2l prsoners.

For Yhese neasops we copdomn Socialist
participationy in the proposed Nagional Aw
peaty Convention.



