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The

AST week we told about the unleashing of the

Pink Terror against the Left Wing by the State
Committee at Albany. This week we have to re-
cord the actual massacre in full swing.

One dark and gloomy night the Cossacks, Bashi-
Bazooks and Opritchniki of the Right Wing swooped
down on the 17th A. D. Branch, slaughtered the
rauk and file, and carried off ths Branch imo cap-
Livity.

The 17Tth A. D. Branch is—or was—the largest
Branch of Local Mew York. It contains—or con-
tained —sbout four hundred members in good
standing. It elected Claessens 1o the Assembly
twice, and Calman to the Board of Aldermen once

About two months sgo the “poisonous propa-
ganda " of the Left Wing began to work among
these innocent and unsuspecting Comrades. The
dastardly and criminal ides occurred to them that
there was something the matter with the Socialist
Party—and especially with the Right Wingers who
control the machine of Local New York.

Finally this feeling crystallized in an attempt to
recall the delegates of the 17th A. I). Branch to
the Central Committee. On this the Right Wingers
persuaded the Branch to postpone action until a
special meeting. They then combed the town for
Right Wing members, rounded them up, and herded
them to the meeting. Many of these Comrades had
10t attended a Branch meeting within the memory
of man, and there were some present who had for-
gotten where the hall was. The Right Wing re-
jected the recall of delegates by a majoruty of thir-
leen voles,

At the following meeting of the Branch, Agril
10th, 1919, another resolution was introduced by
the Left Wingers—to recall all Branch ofbcials, 10
have extended discyssion on the question of Left
and Right Wing principles, and then to elect new
officers, the old ones to function until the new
elections. This resolution was carried 27 to 7.

Now began an exhibition of Right Wingism un-
exampled in the history of Local New York.

The Right Wing delegates turned up at the Cen-
tral Committee, and whenever they could assist the
political bosses on any queslivu, they voted as regu-
lar delegates from the 17th A. D. At the same time,
acting a3 no longer officials of the 17th A. D, a
group of these same individuals appeared before
the Executive Committee of Local New York, and
asked that the Branch be “reorganized.” Comrade
Codkind, a member of the Executive Committee, at-
templed to protest. He was beaten up and expelled
from the meeting; after which, with cheers and
hand-shaking, the Executive Committee ‘ordered
that the 17th A. D. Branch be “reorganized.™

On April 17th the member. came to their regular
Branch meeting and discovered that a bright new
padlock had been placed on the door of the hall
The: broke the door open. however, and held ihe
meeting, whick declared that the Branch did not
recognize the right of the Execulive Committee
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either to dissolve or to * reorganize™ the Branch
without the consent of the majority of its members.

The Right Wingers bit their mustaches in rage
and chagrin. “ Foiled again ! ” In a secret cham-
ber of the Rand School, futed out with grind-
slones for sharpening snickersnees, the conspira-
gathered one by one. The pass-word was * Scheide-
mann ! "

The next morning, April 18th, the members of
the 17th A. D. Branch received a letter, which read

as follows:
Socialist Party, New York Couaty
Dear Comrade :— April 18, 1919.

The Executive Commitiee of Local New York at its last
mesting decided 10 re-organize the 17th Assembly District
Branch

The committes was forced 1o take that siep on account
of the activns of a group of members in that branch wha
al every meeling creaied a hght, and by their cont< uous
squebbling bave reduced the branch, one of the largest,
1o insignibcance.

Many of the members disgusted with the actions and
activities of these squabblers stayed away from the meet-
ings, and the organization fell in the hands of & few. At
the last meeting on April 10th, they recalled all the officers
of the branch, leaving the Lranch without any functionaries
1o look after the affairs of the branch.

A leuter signed by u large number of members of the
branch was received, wherein these membs=w complain
muous s actions sod trestment accorded to the members
by a small group.

The Execulive Committee was forced by the course
these comrades have taken 10 rewrganize the branch, and
has appointed & commitiee to do so. As a member of
the 17Tth A. D. you are requested 10 ceme to & meeting 10
be held Friday, April 18th st B P. M. at the Juliette Hall,
103 Wert 117th Sireel. Hring your party cara. The com-
mitiee wili be a1 this meeting to re-organize the branch and
put it on & solid and working basis.

Ve hope that every good Socialist and comrade who has
rh:; mw_rulh-nl' the party 4t heart will be at this meeting
and aseisl the comroiltee lo get a good workin i
the 17th Assembly Disirici. € . el

o Yours for the Cause,

Committee: Emanver Buomsteix, Avixanoen Coestenw,
Coances Grossman, Hemwan VoLx,

The “letter signed by a large number of mem-
bers,” relerred to, was in fact signed by the thirty-
two Right Wingers in the Branch—all the Righ
Wingers who were members. Now the Branch con.
tains 4X) members in good standing, and the
quorum is forty-six.

The Juliette Hall, where the “reorganization”
was effected, is outside the 17th A. D. On the ap-
pointed mght about ore hundred and ffty members
of the Branch gathered, and were marched up one
by one before he selfl-appointed *“committee,” to
“register.” First they were asked to turn in their
red cards. Then auestions were put to them, such
as the following:

“Do you believe in an organization within an
organization?”

“Are you a member of the Left Wing?™

Of the one hundred and fiity present only thirty
we considered pure enough to register in the new
Branch, together some Right Wingers who were not
present, but who were registered* by their friends
on the “committee.” After the meeting the Left
Wingers in a body—not one having registered—
adjourned to their own beadquarters, took a pledge
not to recognize the right of any minority to impose
their will on the majority, and declared themselves
to be the only legal 17th A. D. Branch.

The pext morning all who registered received
the following letter:

Socialist Party, New York Commty

April 18, 1919.
Dear Comrade:—

There will be & meeting of the members of the 17th A. D.
who accept the party platform as & basis of the organiza-
tion, and who are not members of any organization within
!!.I:e parly organization, and are opposed to any soch organ-
ization, for the purpose of re-organizing the branch, asd
1o pul & working Pany branch in the district free from fac-
tionaliam and eligues.

This meeting will be held on Sunday, April 20ch at
230 P. M. at the Jullette, 103 W. 11Tth Street.

All comrades who are with the Socialist Party and bave
the interest of the party at heant should attend.

The New York Communist
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On Sunday evening, the 20th, the fortunate fow,
clutching their admission letters firmly in their
hands, went to the Juliette. Some of the Left
Wingers went also. There an astonishing sight
met their eyes. At the door were two policemen,
and in the back-ground, with several professional
thugs, hovered the Committee, pointing out the
Left Wingers to the cops, and ordering them ex-
cluded.

Cried Blumstein, to the police, “They're a bunch
of anarchists! They dont believe in the Consti-
tution! Thev ought to be deported!”

Even some of the faithful, who held letters of
admission in their hands, were mistaken by the
cops and gunmen, and told to “Beat it!” or they'd
get clubbed.

On April 21st, ninety-six members of the 17th
A. D. addressed & signed letter to the Central
Commitee pf Local New York, which read as fol-
lows: i
“We, the undersigned. members of the 17th A. D.
Socialist Party, do hereby protest against the at-
tempt of the Executive Committee of Local New
York to dissolve our Branch against the will of the
majority of the members.”

The sequel of the affair is to be found in the
story of what happened at the meeting of the
Central Committee on Tuesday evening, which was
adjourned, with the assistance of a police captain.

All this indicates the desperation of the Right
Wingers, knee-deep in the rising tide of the rank
and fle, which will eventually clean our Party of
thugs and strong-arm politicians, and establish
within the ranks of the movement, thz dictatorship
of the proletariat.

Now comes the horrid finale, when the mailed

and
if
this

- fist of the Right Wing appears in all its ruth-

lessness.

On Wednesday, April 23rd, withoat authoriza-
tion by the Executive Committee or any body else,
Alderman Calman and Assemblymsn Claessens, in
a moving van, swpoped down on the 17th A. D,
headguarters and began to remove the furniture.

Comrade Max Coben, who bappened to be pass-
ing, protested. Whereupon Calman stepped to the
telephope and called up police headquarters,

“{ m Alderman Calma.i,” he said, “Send a police-
man up here to preserve order!”

In & few minutes a cop came up, and under his
supervision the moffensive desks and chairs of the
17th A. D. were loaded on the van and removed

Where? Alderman Calman said, to a storage
ware-house. But observers report that the van
was seen heading in the direction of the second-
hand furniture gquarter in the Alderman’s Ward.

———————— —
Meeting to Commemorate the
Irish Revolution of 1918 !

and the sacrifice of Comraden fim Compolly, Michael
Mallin, Rickard O'Carrcll, Sean Coanclly, Readesr

e oy e b
tHonary ] o roseniuirve
ufthe Russian Soviet G L g T A K

Martens, who will speak, -um by J. Baskin,
jﬁlﬂ:ilul H-:]B;Tmﬁrjdnnln Eﬂﬂ lfd-
wig ¢ rige, im
Larkin. Emsmet O'Reilly of California ‘ﬂr.-‘ i
BRYANT HALL, T3S Sixh Avenne
MONDAY, APRIL 28ch, = 8 P. M

“R woald be Himael strike the blow™
Fasks rﬂlk'ﬁl fww'uu.

L




