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"lowed in regard to Ethiopia. That road was point-

- but the Soviet trade unions had decided on a boy-

' of Ethiopia. Imperiallsm 18 on one side. We are

" tate in the working class movement for intermn-

“-puntries. Such today is the Fourth International.

DECEMBER 30, 1939

SLABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN

I l’lB CANNOT EMAMNCIPATE ITSELF
WHERE LABORWITH A BLACK
SHIN 18 HRANDED" — HARL
hiAFEX.

Negro Question
By J. R. JOHNSON ==

Hoover has already sent $100,000 ta the Fin-
nish bourgegizie. Let no Negro give one red cent
to this countar-revolutionary eampaign on be-
half of the enemies of the Finnish workera'
movement. The road for the workers is a differ-
ent road-—the road that should have been fol-

ed, Preparations were made. But the working
class and the BEthioplan leaders made the fatal
mistalee of putting their trust in imperialists,

When Italiaf fascism began its attack on Ethi-
opia, workers all over Europe fell great sympa-
thy with Ethiopla,

In 1035 as in 1914 and 1839, the leaders of
the blg labor parties, Blum in France, Attlee in
Britain, and the leaders of the trade unions, Jou-
haux in Franece, Sir Walter Cltrine and Ernest
Bevin in Britain, Lewis and Green in America,
were completely reactionary. They always sup-
port their capltalist government in any really
serious struggles,

But in Britain, France, Belginm, Spain, among
the second and third ranks of the leaderanip, and
especially among the ¢lass constlous worlkers,
there arose a strong feeling for working class
action on behall of Ethiopia. All the capitalista
and the iabor fakers were babbling aboul League
of Nations-—in other words, looking to the League
of Bandits to arrest another bandit for doing
what all the bandits wanted to do themselves.
But the rank and file workers, and the leaders
nearest to them, were saying that the scamen,
who were carrying olf to Italy should, supported
by the International Federation of Trade Tinions,
atop carrying that afl,

If the workers stopped carrying it, both Mus-
golini apd his brother bandits woilld be in serious
difficulty, for these gentlemen fear nolhing so
much as the independent action of the working
clags.

Why Mussolini Got Oil

Bugene . Jagot, official of the War Resgisters
Internalional, a small political organization, went
to the Brussels meeting of the International Fed-
eration of Trade Unions, to urge the trade union
bureaucrats to sanction this internatiooal work-
erg’ boyeott, Maturally, Citrine, Bevin, Jouhaux,
did not want any such thing., But the pressure
was strong, the workers were aroused. There was
some possibllity of at least a partial suceess, or
even, given certain cireumstances, of & great vie-

tary.

What certain clreumstances? The Soviel Union
had been clamoring for both action by the Leapgue
of MNations and independent action of the work-
ers. Now you cannot do both. Either the workers
act by themselves, or they support some action
by the ruling class or by some section of it. But
the Stalinists claimed that they could support
the League of Bandits and at the same time have
independent workera’ action, If, at this critical
moment, when the Federation of Trade TUnions
was actually meeting, not the Soviet Governmeft

cott and called on all seamen, railwaymen, min-
ers, to refuse to ship any materials to Italy, then
those who were fighting at Brussels to break
the resistance of the European Lewises and
Creens would bave been enormously strengthen-
ed. What happened was exactly the opposite.

The Stalinist bureaucracy is today and has
been for many years the most dangerous enemy
of the workers' revolution. Stalin and the Stalin-
ists had been calllng for this independent work-
ing class action. This was for the record. But the
moment there was a possibility of getting the
millions of trade unionists moving, they sacri-
fieed this to their alllance with Britain and
France. A hasty telegram came from Moscow to
Brussels, stating that under no clroumstances
would the Soviet Union support independent ac-
tipn. They would support the League of Nations,

By BRITANNICUS

Bir Stafford Cripps is golng to
Indin. The press dispatech report-
ing his projected trip atates that
the BEritish government denies
responsibility for him. So does
the Labour Party. But the dis-
patch (and common sensé) shows
that all the war parties in Eng-
land will deny responsibility for
Cripps f he fails, but will no
doubt hail him as a hero If he
sueeeeds, .

India's resistance to being
used by British imperialism s
omé of the greatest difficulties of
the British rullng class today.
The Indiap revolution is on the
order of the day. Gandhi and
Mehru fear that revolution as
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ed for war under the flag of the
League of Mations. Cripps op-
posed the war., He said the
League was a League of Brig-
ands. He wanted action against
Mussolni, but action by l]'|-.=eI
workers. In the House of Com-
monsg he madg some masterly
speaches oft the inevilability of
war in capitalist society. The La-
bour Party leaders were nol go-
ing to have this in war time.
They threatened to expel him.
Cripps capitulated, "Our differ-
ences,” he sald, “are nol funda-
mental."

As the European situation
sharpened mnd Chamberiain
gought collaboratlon with the

much as doas Chamborlabn.
Cripps can get them out of i,
if any man can. And this is why.

Cripps is one of the ablest men
in England, A lawyer, he makas
perhaps S100000 a wyear. His
wife iz & millionaire In her own
right—and not in dollars hut in
pounds; and his father iz Lord
Parmoor, one of the peers con-
nected with the Labour Party.
Cripps  himself was Attorney-
General in the last Labour gov-
erpment. He i3 not a fool MHee
Major Attlee or a sycophant like
the late Ramsay MacBonald, He
went to Eton, which in England
is much more important than zo-
ing to Oxford or Cambridge.

WHY CRIPPS IS 50
USEFUL TO CHAMBERLAIN

The cconomic erisiz threw him
to the left. He began a struggle
against the leaders of the Lahour

fasciat powers, COripps initiated
another revolt in the Laboor
Party. With Cripps wis a group
chiefly of wealthy or well-to-do
men: George Strauss, - MP, a
milltonaire; Harmld Laski, the
pniversity profesaor; I N, Pritt,
K.C., another member of Parlia-
ment. They wanted o “more vig-
orous” Labour policy, they want-
ed “penuine” collective security,
a “gpenuine” League of MNations.
Alzgo, they wanted a FPopular
Front. The Stalinists formed a
unity agreement with them. Vie-
tor Gollancz, the publisher; J. B.
5. Haldane, the Cambridge Uni-
vergity professor; John Strachey,
the Staliniast writer, were others
of the cligus. Those were the
days when the Stalinist iopis
was atill collective security. The
Labour Left Wing, the Stalinist
Party, the Independent Labour
Party signed & Unity Agreement

began the Labeur leaders shouwt- |ing the leaders of the Labour|a *“real” efforft to bring in Rus-
Farty. Al that time Cripps was|sia, a "militant" Popular Front.

the most popular labor lepder in
England,’ for he attacked the re-
actionary labor leadership in in-
spiring termd,

When the government tried to
whitewash a great mining disas-
ter, Cripps exposed them and
made rings around the govern-
ment lawyers, The miners loved
him for it. In the House of Com-
mons, when hills affecting the
workers came up for discussion,
Cripps always led the attack,
getting them altered where pos-
giblpg in favar of the working
class. He posed as the friend of
colonials, spoke at their meet-
ings. George Padmore, the Negro
revolutionary in his book Africa
and World Peace, called for the
colonial  revolution against all
imperialism. Cripps wrote an in-
troduction to the book.

But the Unity Agreement {(and
Cripps popularity) book  its
members nowhere, The Stalinists
In Spain began to murder the
POUM. But the POUM was al-

were soon at daggpers dreawn, Thie
Popular Front in France began
to collapse, and the English La-
bour leaders pointed to it in de-
rigion, Coame the Moscow Trinls,

Crippa. Cripps capitulated,
WEARS HALD
0OF EXPULSION

But he was soon attacking the
Labour Farty leadership again.

Party. When the Ethiopian crisis

and toured the country attack-

He wanted a "radical" program,

lied to the LL.P., so that in Eng-|
land Stalinists and the ILL.F.,

and the Stalinista began to stink. | war? Not at all Cripps is busy
The Labour leadera saw their|with what should be the “real”
chance and threatened to expel aims of the war. In his paper,
| the Tribune, Mav, 10, an aditorial
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Cutting the soap ration was
the last straw. The sajlors of the

Friedrich der had been
getling o monthly ration of thres
tablets of syothetic aspap—eorum-
bling, sandy stuff, made wilhout
any fal—and one packet of soap
powder, In the spring of 1917 it
was anpounged that this wretch-
edly inadequate ralion was to be
cut dewn. The stokers, who had
to wash from head to foot every
time they came off duty, were
especially indignant. A group. of
stokers and sailors- met in the
eaching room,

It was finally decided that one
watch of the “black sguad”
(stokerz and epgine room men)
would strike. Sachse, the leader
of the stokers and the brains of
the whole movement, wénl
agkore at Wilhelmshafen and got
in touch with some revolutionary
workers. THey wrote out, by

and the Lengue aloDe.

With this blow from MoScow, the movement
for working class gction was killed. i

The masses of the workers, especially in Eu-
rope, meant well toward Ethiopla, but they were
misled by the labor fakers, assisted by the Stal-
iniat bureagcracy.

Try to Save Ethiopia Again

There was another attempt made to save Ethi-
opla by the masses of the people. As 500D as the
war broke out, thousands of young men black
and white, volunteered to form an international
brigade, to fight with the Ethiopians againsat
Itplian fascism. Mr. G. T. Garratt, a Britlsh offi-
cial in India and a correspondent of the Man-
chester Guardian, states in his book Mussolind
Over Spain that in the list of names sent into
the Ethiopian embassy there were, after all néces-
sary deductions, five thousand men who could
have been organized into a powerful corps, Teady
to stiffen Ethiopian resistance in those early dif-
ficult days.

Why did it not materialize T Because the Em-
peror of Ethiopia and particularly Mr. Martin,

| leaflet appealing Lo all the “black
! squads” in the feet.

hand, five hundred coples of a

THE FIEST BREACH
OF DISCIPFLINE

The Friedrich der Grosse put
to sen. Bachse gpave the word for
action at midoight. His walch
lingd up for duty. The lHeutenant
in charge gave the order to
i thelr places. No one mowved.
Again the order. Still not a move
from the silent loes of men, The
efficer of the watch was sent for,
from the bridge, "Present wyour
requests,” Sachse atepped a pace
forward, as the regulations pre-
seribed, and asked for the old
soap ration. The officers hegitat-
ed, consulted -~ and then, spon-
tapecusly, the entire fropt rank
stepped forward and men began
to talk #all along the line. The
war moachine had suddenly disin-
tegriaed into its human parts. It
was the first breach of discipline
in the High Fleet.

the Ethiopian Minister in London, were tled up
with the British Forelgn Office officinls those
imperialist bandits, and were looking to them for
assistanee and not to the masses of the workers,
The result was that this splendid beginning,
which ecould have been the pucleus of tens of
thousands of volunteers and millions of dollars,
wag rejected by the Ethiopian Government in
arder mot to offend the imperiallsts, those same
imperialiats who were plotting ita downfall.

8o that today when these safme rascals start
talink about “poor little Finland" or poor little
anybody, let every Negro ponder over the lesson

on the other. We look always o ourgelwes, What
was needed, what we need today, is an interna-
tional revolutionary organization, which will agi-

tional working class action for working class
aims,—actions such as Eugene Jagot proposed.
Siuech an organization as it grows stronger will
organize international brigades, not to carry out
the counter revolutlonary Stalinist policy, as was
done in Spain, but to fight for the socialist rew-
olution and. the - independence of the colonial

Haatily, the officers promised
the ration would be restored. The
promise was kept. “But later™
writes Wintringham in Mutiny,
“wheén men were washing after
their four hours below, they were
ordered to parade for 'an’inspec-
tion of cleanliness”, and lost
three-guarters of an hour's sleep,
standing naked while an officer,
very slowly and carefally, went
over them ‘to see that the soap
was really being used, nob car-
cied aghore to Lrade Lo women'."

From thiz beginning, mutinies
gpread through the whole Seet in
the summer of 1917, At one Ltime,
fifteen baitleships and cruisews
were jn the hands of the mutin-
ecrda. The whole affair is well de-
aeribed in the repor: Admiral Von

Echeer wrole after the mutinles
had been brought under control:
G.g. 8025 EB1

Headquarters of the
High Sea Fleot
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EBY RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

eral cauges ag the mutinies in the

" .. We'll Make Peace.”

YrlnN Y

The Mutinies in the German Fleet

by “Spartacus”

B

VERY SECRET

The events that have sceurred
in the course of the past few
months among the ecrews of the
conditions behind the lines,
Oneations  of  Internal  pollcy,
which just at that moment wers
cecipying all mimds In Germany,
naturally found & lively echo on
board the fAeet, particularly
among the older men already ac-
customed to  politieal activity.
And in this way several of them,
whose intelligence distinguished
them from the others, acguired
certain idens, such ns thoss for
example of the Russlan revolu-

hope for peace arcused by the

all, the Russian revolution.

A year and a half later, the
German Fleet was again in the
Erip of mutiny—but this time the
political &ituation  behind the
limes was suich that the mutiny
developed into revolution. On Oc-
tober 28, the fleet was orderod
out to sea in o last desperate at-
tempt to break through the Brit-
ish blockade. The officers talked
of going down with the flag fly-
img, but their words awakened no
response in the ranks. A strike of

tion, . ..

The movensent heowme danger-
fus as soon a8 contaet was made
with leaders of the Independent
Socialist Party in the Helchstag,
« o« The nim was to be to gather
in the Fleet as many slgnatures
as  possible, with which thess
memhbers of the Reichstag would
go to the Stockholm pefce coti-
feremce. . . . They wanted to
prove by means of these signed
petitions  that the crews of the
German Fleet were In agreement
with them and sccepted thelr
aim. And this alm was peace
without annexations at the enrli-
sl possible moment., ., . . With
these fing words of “peace soon”,
It was not difficult to sedoce wide
cireles among the crews, given
their state of morale. . . .
fighting units under my com-
mand are now known in their
smallest details. . .

On all the vessels in the High
Sea Fleet command, just as in
the German Empire and at the
frants, the conditions of subsist-
ence were defective durlng the
summer. . . . Visits home and
complaining letters pave an Idea
that was not cheering of living

The viclenes of the revolution-
ary movement is extraordinary,
and It is necessary that all ranks
of officers should pay the great-
est attention to préveéntlng a new

gtokers forced the postponement
of the attempt. Agnin came the
arder {0 put to sea, and this time
mutinies hroke out ocn several
vessels, Admiral Voo Hipper, in
command, had no cholce but to
put back to port agalp—this time
for good.

Om Movember 1st, the sallors
began o go ashore on  shore
feawe, AL onee they pot into can-

Kiel. There were mestings,
speeches, parrdes, endless frater-
nizing between sailors and work-
ers, all through the next few

Stockholm Conference and, above

tact with the trade unloms of

days, At some point in this peri-

Sir. Stafford Eripps Goes To India
To _Pour Oil On Troubled Waters

War was near and the Labour
leaders stood for mo more nons
gense, They expelled him.

Cripps did not mind. He repre-
gents A conatituency of Bristol
and nobody can defeat him there,
ot ewven a candidate with the
full weight of the official Labour
Farly behind him,

Az was to be expected, he sup-
ported the war but opposed the
Chamberlain  government. On
November 5th he spoke to his
constituents in Bristol:

“Had my advice been taken
in the Spring of this year and

a Populpr Front organized to
diefeal this govepnment,  we
should not now be at war. . . .
Russia is out to protect Russin
and the new clvilization of her
mwn eotdntry. . . . She has in
foact dealt a grent blow to the
strength of Hitler. . . . As for
the Government, . . . they are
quite as unscrupulous as Mr.
Lloyd George's war-timoe coali-

tion at its woerst, and even
more  reactionary. . . . This
Government  représent  those

whose one desire is (o preserve
th ecolonial and social status
quo—the old order, things as
they are’™

But what to do? Oppose the

dealing with war aims says of
India:

“Indin has provided ws with
the immediate test, and the
demand of the Congress Party
for the definltion of the war
wimes of this eountry enablis us
to make it elear beyond doubt
that wg are preparsd to glve
India her freedom, as soon as
shg I8 ready to take over the
governmnet of the country.”™

Gandhi before them, have made |

denca

flerce

Sinee that appeared the Indian
workers and peasants, pushing

it clear that they have no confi-
in anything the PBEritish
government says. The British
government, however, sees that
it has to make some concessions,

Who =20 suitable to put these
over as Cripps? The whole world
thinks of Cripps as a revelution-
ary., For years e has becn in
opposition not only to
Chamberlain but even to the La- |
bour Party. He is for the frees
dom of India, with only one pro-
vision, “as s00n &s she is ready
to take owver” That is exactly
what Chamberiain says. But
coming from Chamberlain it
means ohe thing. Coming from
Cripps it Jooks as if it means
something else. Gandhi and MNeh-
ru now have a chance to use rev.
oluticnary words on the aame
platform with Cripps and put a
riéactionary “seltlement'” over on
the Indian mashes. It i5 the dir-
tieat job that any workers' lead-
cr can take on ot this time.

Ho near is Imdia to revolution
that the BEritish government bas
had to send this most left of the
Labour left wing. Inm any real
crisiz all these “lefts” always are
ready to help imperializm
against its colonies. Cripps has
gone back to hMs masters.

There iz a lesgon in all this
for Americat workers as well as
for British, Many people com-
plain that the Fourth Interna-
tipnal attacks most fiercely
those who are supposed to be
"nearesl to ws"” The reason is
olicg more  exemplified in  the
case of Cripps. Those who play
with revolutionary policy are the
masl dangersus snemics of the

working classl. A Cripps can de-
ceive where 8 Chamberfain could
not.

CANADA JUDGE
REJECTS WATSON
APPEAL PLEA

(Continued from Page 1)
many and Italy and the totali-
tarian regime in Russia, "1 said
workers in Cenada should not
rely on the Communists because
by their recent pact with the
Nazizs they had betrayed the
workers of the worid".

“At that time did you know
of the Defence of Canada Regu-
latione ' he was ashed. "No®

"You don't think Canada should
be in this war?" asked the erown.
“"Mo, I don't approve of the war."”

atzon Fight -I.'}untln.uu

Frank Watson now faces the
posaibility of a year in prison,
unless 3300 can be raised for his
fine, which will reduce his sen-
tence by six months.

The only possibility open for
a more lenient seotence is a di-
rect appeal to the Minister of
Justice at Ottawa. The Frank
Watson Defenge Committee ia
addressing such an appeal to Mr.
Ernest Lapointe, and urges all
sympathetic individuals and or-
ganizations to do likewise,

The committee sugpests that
the following messape be for-

were klited or overpowered when
they tried o “restore order,
gailors from Hiel went out to all
parts of Germany bearing the
message of revalution,

"IN THE DAWN LIGHT
OF THE REVOLUTION™

The young Bachse, condemnbed
to fifteen years at hard laber for
hiz part in the 1917 mutinies,
heard a great hooting of ship
girens one morhing. Looking out
of his cell windaw, he saw & vas-
8¢l move slowly along the nearby
canal, its siren at full blast and
a red flag at ita masthead. That
day two sailors wearing red arm-

bands came to the prison. Sachse

explogion, . . . It s important for
commanders to teach their sub-|
ordinates to remaln always, as
min in anthority, conscious of
thelr high misslon — to regard
events with eandor and assur-

unce, to know not only their duty
but their rights in regard to thelr
inferlors, and, strong in this
knowledge, to act resolutely and
without fear of responsibility.
{signed)
SCHEER

INSPIRED ABOVE ALL

These 1917 German fleet muti-
nies arose out of the same gen-

French army: rigid digeipline and

miserable fosd, the econsmic pri-
vations of the snilors' families at
home,  war-weariness and  the

ol a1 i
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was gek free.

Later on he wrote the story of
the mutintes. “In the first phase,"
he sumarized, “there was a move-
ment against the worsening of
conditions of life on board. But
when Russin shone “in the dawn
light of the Revelution', the
movement in the Mavy recelved
also a great political impulse, It
pegan to go along a revolution-
ary political path, The struggle
on the FPrinesregent-Laitpold for
the liberation of mutineers, the
slruggle on the Friedrich der

Grosse, ., . were already political
struggles. . . . Confused and wa-
vering, our fight nonetheless wan
a political effort that reached its
consummation

in 1918 through

od mutiny  became revolution. | yordad-
Workers' and sallors® eouncils “Rt. Honorable Ernest La-
were set up, police and marines pointe, .

the Revolution.”

Minister of Justice, Ottawa,
I'We strongly protest convic-
tion of Frank Watson under
War Measures Act and severe
sentence of one year and urge
that wou reduce his sentendee,
I'We also urge repeal of Sec-
tions 3% and 38A of Defence
of Cangda Regulations as a
violation of elementary demo-
eratic liberties.™

Fermanent Defense Group
Neaded

The committee is now contarts
ing other groups intereated in
givil liberties defenss work with
g view towards a coordination
of efforts in this direction. As it
predicted, present developments
indicate that many fagrant in-
justices will be committed. Ree-
ently C. H. Millard, Canadian
C.LO. organizer, was arrested
under a similad charge.

The committes I8 endeavoring
to hasten the convoking of a con-
ference to establish an active,
alert and strong defence organ-
ization which will vigilantly
guard against undue repressions,
instances of which are becoming
all too numersiks,

t—l

charge d'affairea of the Soviet
Union Legation in Athens resign-
ed on Dec. 4, 1937 in protest
against Stalin’s trials and purges,

ANNOUNCEMENT

NEW TYEAR'S EVE Celebra-
tion: Fhiladelphia, Pa. Décem-
ber $1st at 949 Fillmore St |i
9 p.m. until ?7? Refresh-
ments, Entertainment, MNowel-
ties, Dancing, Noise, Breakfast

—All for 50 .cents. Don’t miss

. i 3 -

Alexander Barmine
Coming to America

OO,

bas worked in an airplane fac-
i o | ficult to thinl of them as merely hpnent

i - Rk T

Government Qutlaws
Canadian Strike

TORONTO, Ontario, Canada—
Federal Labor Minister MeLarty
has notified the steel workers of
the St John's Drydocl and S8hip-
building Co. that thelr ateilke for
higher wages, to meet mounting
living costs dug to wartime in-
flation, is “illegal.”

McLarty added that the strike
was “illegal” because under the
War Measures Act, an order-in-
council Mov. T extended babs on
strikes to cover “shipbuilding
and repairs intended for the uge
of the forces of any of His Maj-
esty's  paval, military or air
forces, or for the use of the forces
of any of His Majesty's allies in
the present war

Jamaica Jobless
Picket Officials’
Home;_qn Xmas

NEW YORK -A8 Queens Bor-
ough President Harvey and Cily
Councilmen Conrad and Christen-
sen settled down ta, enjoy their
Christmas dinners, the Jamaica
Unemployed and Rellef Workers
Loague set pickets in front of
the doars.

“Mr. Harvey, you eab turkey
while the Di Bernardo family of
sixteen starves,” said one picket
gign. Another—kidding Harvey
who is constantly spouting about
200 por cent Americanism while
himself an  Immdgrant—read:
"Tmmigrant Harvey, we want
joba at union wages, not rubber
hosges.”

During the picketing, Presi-
dent Harvey came running oul
of his house and, peering into the
eyes of one of the piekets, shout-
od: “I know yvou. You are one of
FPopoviteh's boys.”™ Harvey amd
Otto Popoviteh, Jamalea unem-
ployed leader, have clashed on
many occasions . "
Threats by Harvey's neighbor-
hood vigilantes against the pick-
ets were followed by the appear-
ance of police, who confiscated
the picket signs. The picketa left
under thréat of arrest—but not
before the palice had promised to
see to it that the DI Bernardo
family would be taken care of
by the relief bureaw.

Alexander Barmine, who as

5 coming to the United States

He is now in France, where ho
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’chialist Call’
Mobilizes World
For Finland

By FELIX MORROW
Reading the articles and editorials on Finland
in the recent issues of Norman Thomas' paper,
The Call, T was reminded again and again of an
appropriate comment provided by & sentence in
“War -and the Fourth Imternational,” the theses
on war adopted by our movement in 1934,

That sentence reads: “Only a hopelessly dull

| bourgecis from a god-forsaken Swiss village —

like Robert Grimm-—can seriously think that the
world war into which he is drawn i8 waged for
the defense of Swisa independence.” That sen-
tence must mow be modified to include Norman

Thomas, Lillian S8ymes, Gerry Allard and the-

rest of the National Executive Committee of the
Socialist party, U.5.A. The political and intellect-
ual characterization—hopelesaly dull bourgeois—
fils them like & glove. They live in New York and
Chicago, but that does not abate one bit thelr
hopeless political provineinlism.

If these remarks seem harsh, the alternative is
even more damning. Either Messrs, Thomas, Al-
lard & Co, do not have the political and mental
horizer to understand thai the Fionish events
are an incident n the imperfallat war for the
re-idivision of the earth; or they are agents of
the “democratic™ :'n?peﬂallata-

Knights In Shining Armor
The editor of The Call greeted the Fionish
events with an article entitled “Support the

Fiuns!" He concluded with a ringing call: “In -

that struggle every human being who cherishes
frecdom will support _the heroic Finns™ In an-
swer, the Allied Supreme War Council has heark-
ened to hls words,

The next iassue of The Call (Dec, 168) carried an
appropriate eight column banner across its front
page: “Finland's Fight: A World Cause.” The
leading article, by Norman Thomas, left no doubl
where he stood in this world cause. “Of courss
the United States ought to do all that our gov-
ernment and people have dope to express their
horror at Stalin‘s crime, that includes foregoing
Finjand's debt.” Thus wrote Morman Thomas.

A full-dress editorial told the world that: “One
Iy among the Stalinists-—and those even more
talking about “poor little Finland,” or poor little
Trotskylsle—is there any illusion left that Rus-
sia is a Socialist or even a Workers' state.” No,
said The Call, the real Utopla is Finland:

“The White Guardist generals, including Man-
nerhelm, were deprived of virtually all economic
and political power when their sstates wern con-
fiscated and divided. Mannerheim has played no
role whatever in politics for many years." (The
editorial neglected to point out that Mannerheim
has been reduced to commander-in-chief of the
Finnish armies.)

The editorial went on to vigorously denounce
the “pretense” that “Finland was acting as the
cat's paw of Britain,” and to give us the very in-
teresting information that “the British and
French governments since the (Nazi) pact have
digclosed thelr determination to appease Russia,
even at the price of throwing half of Poland, and
possibly all of Finland, into jts maw. They were
even visibly annoyed when Finland threw ita
problem into the lap of the League of Natons,™

They have since, presumably, expressed that an-

noyance by expelling Russia from the League,

Everything clse The Call has had to say is of
the same stripe. Lillian Symes (Dee. 16) cannot
contain her contempt for the Trotskylsts who
say that Finland is a pawn of the imperialists.
“This," she counters triumphantly, “in spite of

the fact that both England and France have -

shown their complete willingneas to let Finland
go the way of Czechoslovakia and Loyalist Spain
and have been assiduously courting Stalin ever
ginee the Stalin-Hitler pact.”

5.P. Members Protest

It is no secret that the foregoing reactions of

the Sociallst Party leadership did not ait well
with considerable "sections of the membership.
Ewven a congenital reformist like Raymond Hof-
ses, editor of the Reading (Pa.) Labor Advocate,
wrote inl "What worrieg me is hig (editor Allard)
apparent belief that it has at last become the
business of American Socialiats to take the side
of war and that, however we may have rejected
the proposition that the confliet betwéen Britaln
and France on the one side and Germany on the
other was a holy war, we shall not take the
same viewpoint when the opponents are Ger-
many's totalitarian ally and Britain's potential
pawn.” Various branches of the Soclalist Party
adopted resolutions attacking the pro-war line
of The Call,

Under pressure of the protests, the officlal res-
clution on the Finnish erisis adopted by the Ma-
tional Executive Committee of the Socialist Par-
ty (The Call, Dec, 23) retreats from the previous
Positions—but only verbally, Where Allard wrote
“Finns,” the resolution says “Finnish workers";
it explicitly disavows the proposition that Finland
iz a socialist atate, but then defines it as not a
capitalist state sither: “We believe that the dem-
ocracy of Finland differs from that of England
and France in degree of workers' control. It is
this, taken together with the fact that Finland
has no imperialist ambitions and is free from
any tant of colonfal exploitation, that is a de-
termining factor in opur atthude™ It asks for
“the formation of independent labor committess
to aid Fioland—in contrast to committees hended
by capitalist politicials and perhaps used by them
for their own interests” (That “perhaps” is per-
fect!) “We support the move for the cancellation
of Finland's debt"-—f.e., they support American
governmental actions on behalf of Finland.

What is the difference between the latest reso-
lution and the previous position taken by The
Call? Verbal only, that is clear. But that ralses
the question with which we began: are Messrs,
Themas, Allard & Co. simply lacking in the po-
litical and mental horizon to understand that the
Finnish events are an incident in the imperialist
war? Or are they becoming agents of the “demo-
cratic” imperialista, like the rest of their broth-
ers of the Second Imternational? Preclsely when
they abandon their cruder formulations and go
over to more subtle, more confusing, but definite-
Iy chauvinlstic formulations, it becomes more -dif-
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