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Unions
<=By B. J. WIDICK

The American labor movement
§3 watching wilth considerable
anxiety the fate of the uniom
movements in England and
France in the presenl war.

The facts of the situation in
France hgve trickled into Eng-
land and also America, and the
atory of the strangulation of the
French labor movement iz shock-
ing. English unionists are won-
dering if the same tragic lot is

_ in store for them. American un-
jonists are confronted by similar

thoughts.

Shop Stewards

Daladier and the French mili-
tary machine recently ordered
the abolition of the shop steward
gystem, among other drastic de-
crees. This is like cutting the
heart out of a body and expeet-
‘ing it to function.

The shop steward system has

. been recognized ms the real life,
the heart, and the backbone of a
‘good union. In France, the crea-
tion and extension of the shop
steward systems was one of the
major victories of the famous
1936 sit-down strike.

Pratection for the rank and file
on the job comes primarily
through the shop stewards. They
negotiate and settle the day to
day grievances that constantly

" irritate the workers.

In additlon to that vital fube-
tion however, the shop steward
syatem in France was Lhe basis
for the workers committees that
virtually took power in 1936—a
fact that Daladier bas not for-
gotten.

Daladier seeks to kill two birds
with one stone in his order abal-
ishing the shop steward system:
break the backbone of the unions
and prevent the workers from
having committees capable of
functioning in times of social un-

Daladier remembers too well
how the shop committees became

, the embryo Soviets in 1986, It is
this eventuality that he tries to

block.

War Taxes

Jow much social dynamite ia
packed In the Fremch industrial
system §s indieated by two other
decrees of the Daladier govern-
ment. All industrial workers have
th “contribute” Afteen per ceot
af their wages to a war chest,
and 40 per cent of all overtime Isl
“coptributed” to this fund.

Under the préagure of the rls-

,ing costs of living on the one
hand and the cut in wages on the
other hand, combined with long-
er hours, speed-up, and Accumu-
lation of grievances, the French
workers are bullding up A lerri-
fic regsentment that will turn into
a gigantic explosion. Not since
the days of Louls Fourteenth
have the French ruling classes
been sitting on such & powder
Keg.

Is it a wonder that the French
Foreign Legion and other picked
colonial troops are “judiclously™
digtripeted behind  the front
lines?

England Too?

e rank and file workers in
England are worrying about the
3 pmha‘!}illty that the Chamberlain
government, with the approval of
the labor fakers, will further cur-
tail the rights of the union move-
ment under the guise of war em-

BIEENCcY MeAsUres.
Do they also face the signing)
of a pact between the govern-
ment and the labor bureaucrats
ch brings the application of
compulsory overtime and. wage
cuts, coupled with longer work-
ing hours? Are concentration
camps for militant workers, and
farced labor under military cons-
trol the pext step in England?
And are the shop committees o
England going to be suppressed?
A story appeared last week
that indicates how the English
workers are feeling, TUnion bu-
repucrats agreed with an Indus-
trial eoncern not to press for the
golution of certaln grievances
and a wage dispute. However, the
rank and file through the shop
committee organized a strike
that was averted only with the
- greatest  difficulty. The shop
stewards are still sore about the
gellout. Orders from the union
bureauwerats are being disregard-

ed. Another strike iz threatened,

How many more of these
events occurred which do not es-
cape the censorship? Undoubted-
ly many. The seeds of unrest are
inherent im the war production
achedules.

OUPLE desires furnished room
in Bronx with comrades. Write

care of 5. Stanley, 116 Univer-
alty Place, N.Y.C.
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Editor, The New York Times
New Yorl City, N. X.
Dear Sir:

On November 25 The Neiv
York Times published a letter
signed by John Stuart Hamilton
which begins with the words:
"Leon Trotshy'a letter in The
Times is replete with unproved
insinuations.” A wvery seérious ac-
cusation. You will permit me, I
hope, to prove that it 1s false and
to unmask in passing some of
the methods by which Moscow
and her agents bring into misap-
prehension an important section
of public opinion throughout the
whole world. This case i3 ex-
tremely  favorable because the
theoretic and political guestion
touched upon in my letter has
been, in amd of itaelf, of great
interest to every intelligemt per-
son regardless of his ideological s
tendencles; and because  Mr
Hamilton—through Ignorance or
carelessness—saeized a wire high-
ly charged with disagreeable sur-
prises for him as well as for his
retainer, Stalin.

My letter contained the affirm-
ation that Lenin and the whole
Bolshevik party without a single
exception considered it impos-
gible to bulld a socialist society
in one country, all the more 5o
in one a8 bacloward as Fussiag
and that only at the end of 1924
did Stalin make an about-face of
180 degrees thereby branding his
viewpoint of jyesterday as "coun-
ter - revolutionary Trotskyism."
The pelitical reazon for Stalin's
turn was that the Soviet buremu-
cracy had succeeded by that
time in erecting their own ‘So-
claligm,” that is, in firmiy assur-
ing their power and well-being
.+ . in one country. This gquestion
long age passed the bounds of
internal Marxist discussion. It is
not posaible to understand either
the evolution of the ruling party
of the UI.S.8RK. or the character
of the present Soviet power's for-
aign policy if clear account is not
taken of the guestion as to how
and why BStalin and company
broke with the tradition of Bol-
ghevism on the gquestion of the
international natwere of sociallst
révalution.

A SINGLE QUOTATION
AND THAT ONE DISTORTED

In order to demonstrate that
there was no break whatsoever,
Mr., Haumilton takes the follow-
ing guotalion from Lenin's ar-
ticle written in 1915%: . . ., The
victory of sociallsm is possible,
firat in & few or even In a single
capitalist country. The victorlous
proletariat of that country, hav-
ing expropriated the capitalists
and organized its own socialist
production, would confront the
rest of the capltalist world, at-
trect to  itself the oppressed
clmga‘ of other coyntries. . )"
and zo0 on. These lines express
nothing more Than the clement-
ary idep that the socallist revolu-
tion cannot surge up at the same
time in all the countries of the
world but must inevitably begin
“firat" in a few or even in a
single country,

By the “wvictory of socialism'
Lenin means here, ag 8 clear
from the quotation, the conguest
of power by the proletariat and
the natiopalization of the means
of production but not at all the
construction of an isolated so-
clalist society., On the contrary,
Lenin direetly states that the
conguest of power would place in
the hands of the proletariat
means for the development of
revolution on an  international
scale, The whole argument of Mr.
Hamilton like that of his Moscow
teachera i based upon the lden-
tifcation of the victory of the 5o-
cialist revolution with fhe con-
struction of the soclalist society.
It is & grotesgue sophism! More
than once we called the October
revolution a great “victory of so-
cializm" but we saw in it only the
beginning of a new historie epoch
which over a period of genera-
tions would trapsform human so-
ciety throughout the whole plan-
et, The guotation contains no
other meaning.

Is it moreover mot astonishing
that on the guestion of the con-
struction of socialiam in a single
country Mr., Hamilton is incap-
able of finding anything aalde
from a falsely interpreted quota-
tipn of 191567 Powear was conguer-
¢d by the Bolshevika in 1917,
During the five years In which
Lenin remained at the head of
the Sowiet nation he expressed
himeelf innumerable Umes in
speeches and articles about the
conditions for realizing a social-
15t society, In my History of the
Russian Revolution, Vol. ITI, pp.
378-418, I gave dozens of Lenin's
pronouncements during the years
1617-1828. Permit me to gquote a
few of them here:

INSTANCES OF LENIN'S
REAL POSITION

When departing for Rusain aft-
er the February revolution, Lenin
wrote in a farewall letter to the
Swiss workers: ““The Russlan
proletariat canmot with its own
forces wvictorlously achieve the
soclalist revolutiom. But it can
« « o improve the asdtuation in
which itas chief, its reliable ally,
the Eurcopean and American so0-
clalist proletariat, will enter the

decisive battle'

On April 23 (1918) he sald at
a sesaion of the Moscow Soviet:
“Our backwardness has pushed
us forward, and we shall perizh
i we cannot hold out untll we
meet o mighty support on the
part of the insurrectlonary work-
era of other countries.”

“For us it 18 easy to begin a
revolution and harder to continue
it he aaid in May (1918). “In
the west it is harder to begin a
revolution but it will be easier to
continue,

On the third anniversary of the
October revolution, Lenin con-
firmed this: "We always staked
gur plan upon an interoational
revolution and this was uneon-
ditionally right. . We always
cmphasized the fact that in one
country it I8 Impossible to ag-
complish such a work as a so-
cialist revolution'

At the tenth Congress of the
Russian Party, March 1921, Len-
i explained: “In Russia we have
a minority of workers in industry
and an enormous majority of pet-
ty land-owmers. In such 4 coun-
try the soclal revolution could
achieve its final success only . . .
on condltion of its timely support
by @& scclal revolution in one or
several advanced countries. .
* I limit myself to these few guo-
tations not bechuse Lhey are the
most striking—far from that—
but because they are the short-
eat,

THE DEWEY COMMISSION
DECISION ON THIS

Mr, Hamilton refers to the fact
that Lenin's gquotation of 1915 is
“familiar’” to me and that conse-
quently I am hiding it consclously
from the readers of The New
York Times, As a matter of fact,
I am acguainted not only with
this guotation but with Lenin's
work Inm general and with his
whole historical conception. For
the agents of the Kremlin, Lenin
is reduced to a falsified guotation
from 1811. The thing went so far
that Prosecutor Vyshibsky [nthno-
duced the 1915 guotation in hia
indictment agalnst me and olh-
2rs,

This necessarily made it the
object of a special research by
the Commission of Dd. John Dew-
ey In its investigation of Che Mog-
cow trials. One can disagres with
John Dewey and his collaborators
in the sphere of philosophy and
politics, that Is precisely the case
with me, but there is scarcely one
reagonable man in the world who
would dare to deny the oulstand-
ing intellectual honesty of John
Dewey, withoul mentioning his
capacity to analyze textual mat-
tera. His collaborators: Professor
Fidward Alsworth HRoss, John
Chamberlain, BSuzanne LaFuol-
lette, and the others are people
of high intellectual and moral
qualifications. A more authorita-
tive imvestipation, especially for
American public opinion could
not have been made. Here are the
findinga of the Commission on
this rticulra polnt:

"Lenin's article (1915)
can be taken to mean that social-
ism can be definitively establish-
ed in a single country only if one
leavea out the crucial phrase “at
the beginning' (or “Arst’ in the
guotation cited by Mr. Hamilton)
and wrenches the quotation from
its eontext in the matter under
disgcugsion: (2) that Trotsky and
Lenin are in essential agreement
that the socialist revolution can
begin on a noetional basis but that
it will be completed internation-
ally. . .M

And further: “A careful studsy
af the relevant historical mats-
rial has convinced this Commis-
sion that Lenin's actual view on
this subject was that while the
socialist revolution eould triumph
initially -in a single country, it
could not be ultimately success-
ful without the aid of successful
socialist  revolutions  elaswhere,

. oo« WWe are not in the least oon-
cerned with the correctness of
Lenin's view., What does concern
ug ia (1) that the Prosecutor fal-
gified Lenin's positlon; and (2)
that Trotsky, far from opposing
Lenin on the question of ‘social-
izm in cne country' was in essen-
tial agrecment with him. Obvi-
ously, If Trotthy had not held
this position he would have op-
posed instead of wvigorously sup-
porting the October Revolutlon."
(My emphasis—LT.) (Not Guil-
ty. Report of Dewey Commission,
Harper & Brothers; New York,
1838, pp. 343, 348.)

Mr. Hamilten thus has only re-
peated the long-ago uomasked
falsification of Prosecutor Vy-
shinsky.

HOW STALIN TRIED TO
CHANGE LENIN'S THOUGHT
The initiative for the falgifica-
tion belongs however not to Vy-
shinsky bubt to Stalin, In April
1924 in a pamphlet entitled “The
Foundations of Leninism'" Stalin
wrote: ““The owverthrow of the
power of the bourgeolsie and the
establishment of the power of the
proletarial in one country alone
does not, per s, mean ths com-
plete victory of soclallsm. The
chlef task, the organization of so-
cirlist production, still lies ahead.
Can this task be performed, can
the final wictory of socialism be

gained, in cne country alone, and
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On Lenin’s Program

It is becoming more and more
difficult to penetrate behind the
thick wveil of seercey and official
verbiage of the Btalinist Russian
press, which mow arrives weeks
late., The newspaperas are filled
with glowing reports of successes
in every fiold, pacans to Stalln—
with the war newsa pushed to the
hackground. The official tone is
that of “calm assurance™, “op-
timism™ and “invincibidity®.

Interspersed with these ritual-
igtlc reports, however, are ex-
Eremely cautious comments
which supply a key to the real
situation. Hints are forthcoming
of the fact that industry and ag-
rlculture are suffering from
many grave weaknesses, Who iz
to blame? Mo longer do wi hear
that it ia the fault of “wreckers"”
ete, Mor does the blame fall on
the indisciplined and backward
elements. Mot at all. Local and
regional directing bodies are
blamed, especially the party or-
gans, We cite only the latest in-
gtance at hand of this new ap-
proach. Im discussing lags inm col-
lective farms, Pravdas has the
following to say:

“Everyihing is wnloaded on the
shoulders of the collective farm-
ers, but the leaders of the reglon
and of the collectivea seek in ev-
ery way to shicld themselves. Yet
the real reasons for the lag of
the ecollective farm . . . are rooted
in nothing else but the inept lead-
cranip of the labor force Both on
the part of the regiopal leaders
as well as of the administration
of the collective itself, . . Leaders
of no small aumber of other re-
gions can easily lay bare thess
evils among themselves, if they
seek serloualy to study the rea-

Existence _of Opposition In U.S.S.R
Revealed by Soviet Newspapers

sans for the lag of this or ancth-
er collective in their territory.”
{Pravda, Movember 21, 1038).

EXISTENCE OF IMSSIDENTS
REVEALED BY PRESS

Thia drive against the local
party leaders 18 undoubtedly
clogcly connected with the recent
party purge which was in part
a blow against oppeosition to the
Stalin-Hitler pact. Very fréquent
reference has been made in Lhe
press Lo thoge who adopt an “ow-
ersimplified approach to Marx-
ism" and a "onesided view on the
methods of struggle againat Fas-
clsm.” At whom are these words
directed i not at the opponénts
ol Stalin's Jatest polley?

The ¢learest indication of actu-
al opposition to Stalin's moves is
to be found in the pages of Hom-
somokskaya Pravda, the official
gan of the Soviet Young Commu-
niet League, In izsue No. 213 of
thiz paper it ia stated that in. the
ranks of the party and especially
the youth are to be found many
“scholastics and  muddieheads
who seize on the letter of Marx-
ism and hold the view that such
things as communism and the
(existence of the) army are in-
eompatible,”” The involved and
cautious ecomment nevertheless
makés it quite clear that there is
disapproval of the use of the Red
Army in the execution of Stalin's
foreign policy, that is, the inva-
sion of Poland! This is attacked
as the viewpeint of Trotakyites
and Bukbarinites. And the Kom-
somolskaya Pravda warns the
dissidents to bear iz mind the
fate of the “Trotakyites, Bukhar-
inites and Gamarnikites."

Thi inclusion of Gamarnik's

name in this instance is of spe-
clal significamce, Gamarnlk was
head of the Political Department
of the Red Army, purged togeth-
er with the other Marshals of the
Faod Army. The “fate of the Ga-
marnikites™ is  of partlcalar
meaning to the Red Army ranks
where thousands hove been porg-
ed on that very charge. It can
only be o warning to dissidents
within the Red Army taelf!

Industry still suffers from
acute labor shortage, Since Sep-
tember there has beéen o consiat-
ent eampaign in favor of length-
ing the working day. Supple-
menting it, has been & campalgn
to draw in women into industry
apd to remove “oubdated” e
gtrigtions for the employment of
wonen in the heavy industries.
Out of the IT.000 wvnemployed in
the ¢ity of Loy (recently soviet-
ized) some eight thousand were
removed to the Don Basin o
work o the mines. (Pravda, Mo-
vember 21).

The situalion in the coal in-
dustry has not Improved. The
leading article in Pravda for Mo-
vember 12 places the responsibil-
tty for the “shortcomings™ in coal
production on the regional heads
and the administration.

" =@ ®
Millukov's paper, Foslednya
Nowvesty, J(published im Paria)

carried an interesting interview
with a recent *“arrival" from
Moseow who stated that Molotov
and Zhdanoy did not expect the
outbreak of war and refused to
believe the war news when firat
reported, (Poslednya Novesty,
Beptember 22, 1939},

without the joint efforts of toe
proletarians in several of the
most  advaneed muntriear? Mo,
this iz out of the guestlon. The
history of the Russian Revolution
shows that the proletarian
astrength of one country alone
can overthrow the bourgeoisie of
that ecountry. But for the final
victory of socialiam, for the or-
ganization of socialist production,
the strength of one country (es-
pecially a peasant country, such
as Russia) does not suffice. For
thiz, the united strength of tha
proletarians in several of the
most advanced countries is peed-
ed. . . (“Leninism,” by Joseph
Stalin. New York: Ioternational
Publishers, 1828, pp. 52-63.)
Stalin concluded this explana-
tion with the words: “Such, in
broad outline, are the character-
isties of Lenin's theory of the

|proletarian revolution.”

By the end of the same year he
changed thia explanation to read
as follows: “"Having consolidated
its power, and taking the lead of
the peasantry, the proletariat of
the wvictorious couniry can and
must build a socialist soclety.”
Can apd must! And [his diamet-
rically contradietory explanation
of Lenin's position ends with the
same worda: - “Such, in broad out-
lime, are the chavacteristics of
Lenin's theory of the proletarian
revolution.”  Thus during the
elapse of half a year Stalin as-
cribed to Lenin two diametrically
opposed conceptions on the mosl
fundamental guestion of revolu-
tion. Yagoda, the chief of the
G.EU. was commisslioned to
prove the correctness of the new
point of view.

Mr. Hamilton tried to accuse
me of the concealment of one
guotation from Lenin—we have
just seen with what success, I
accuse the Comintern school nof
of the copcealment of one gquota-
tion but of the systematic falsi-
fication of ideas, facts, quota-
tions in the interests of the
Kremlin ruling clique. A codified
collection of such a serles of fal-
sifications, The History of the
Communist Party of the U.B.S.
K., has been translated into all
the languages of civilized man-
kind, and published in the U.5.
5.R, and abroad in tens of mil-
lipns of coples. I take upon my-
self to prove before any impartial
commission that in the library
of humanity there is not a single
book more dishonest than this
“History" which serves now not
only as the basis of political
propaganda but also as the diree-
tive for Soviet painting, sculp-
ture, theater, films, and 30 on.
Unfortunately one can pe certain
in advance that my opponents
will not accept my challenge.

’ L. TROTSKY
December 6, 1989
Coyoacan, DLF,
Mexico

YPSL XMAS SOCIAL—016 Oth
Ave., at 50th St. Meet you un-
der the mistletoe at the great-
st affalr vet. Dancing, refresh-
ments, ‘entertainment, Admis-
sion, 25 cents. Auspices, New
York Divislon YPSLe
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Harrison Steel

Workers

Show Infpiring Solidarity

HARRISON, W. J—The Mew
Jersey trade union movement
will remember for years to come
the inspiring act of solidarity
that has recently cccurred among
the electric furnace men in the
Harrison plant of Crucible Steel.

Bevernl weeks ago, the com-
pany hired an extra force pf
glectrie furnece men whom they
intended to wsec 4 scabs f A

'weatkout materialized. Strike votes

are now being taken by the Steel |
Workers Organizing Committee
in all Crucible Steel planta,

Jain Protest Walkout

The newly hired workeras, in
agpite of the fact that the CIO
has fallen down miserably in or-
ganizing the fight for adequate
relief standards for the unem-
ployed, jeined the older men in
8 protest walkout against com-
pany attempts to institute the
stapger System, The Dew mén
golidarized themselves with the
determination of the men not to
work Saturday and Sunday with-
out time and a hall for overtime,
The stagper syste mregures these
men to= work these days for
atraight time.

When the management met
the grievance committee, on Dec,
1, the company offered a “com-
promise” to the union, which in-
cluded & provision to fire the new
men at once. Thus the company
hoped to precipitate a split in the
ranks of the men involved.

Men Stick Togther

The electric furnace men held
EiS meetlng that afternoon to vote
an the "compromise” proposals.
Since most of the mew men had
not yet received a pay check and
were financially unable to join-
the union, the officers decided to

nér which served notice to the
company as to what will occur in
the future, the older men voted
unanimously to work a four doy
week and keep the mew men at
work. This was an act of solidar-
ity which will be remembered
for Years,

With steel operations up to B4
percent of capacity, the BWOC
bas chosen an opportuns time to
act on o oational contract with
Crucible Steel, s an opening gun
in & drive for blanket organiza-
tion of blg and little steel. As
one rank and fler put it, “We
ain't depending on Santa Claus
this winter,"

Speech of
Leon Trotsky

recorded on two dises: made

for the New York meeting
celebrating the tenth anniver-
sary of the founding of the
Fourth Internatonal m thas
country.
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Comrade Editor:

The return of the Appeal to
once-weekly publication can only
signify for us an unfortunate and
inopportune retrest. At this time,
on the wvery eve of a world war,
it is absolutely imperative that
wi réach an éver greater Bumber
of workers with our message and
our progam. The Appeal, as the
best bearer of that message and
program, should, pay must, re-
ceive & wider and wider circula-
tion among the working classes.
Every comrade worth his salt
will agree with me on this.

What has caused this retreat?
I would lay the blame primarily
upon the branches and not the
MNational Office. Let me cite the
cage of Toledo {with which I am
most famillar) a8 an example.
During the time I have been in
the branch ([(approximately a
vear] we have most certainly not
taken the peaper into the work-
erg’ meighbornoods, I can't offer
any excuses; we just failed to
perform this fundamental task.

For a short pericd during the
anti-Coughlin campalgn we sold
the Appeal on the downtown
sireets. At the expiration of the
campaign we relapsed back into
our old lethargy. Whenever the
Appeal hill began to assume
alarming proportions we threw a
rpurty or social and managed to
send in o few dollars, Then, with
| sighs of relief at the narrowness
| of the escape, we went back into
l-:lur comfortable inertia. In moat
regpects we had a first-rate
branch. We conducted classes,
discussion groups and the like,
our attendance was regular, our
morale geood, and we had an ex-
cellent  proletarian  composition,
But our definlte and most parn-
Iyzing weakness was the inabil-
ity to activize the comrades in
this one all-important respect:
taking our paper into the homes
of the workers!

About three weeks ago, by dint
of concerted effort and determin-
ation, we succesded in breaking
out of the rut. How did we do it?
I'il tell you. First by establishing
definitely whoe was and who was
not ¢gxempted from the job. Here-
tofore evervbody had claimed ex-
emption on one pretext or an-
other, Clearly, all were not ap-
titled o ex After the
members who bad legitimate rea-
sons for execmpition were deter-
mined we found that we had a
few who could go out and sell
The next step was a motlon that
we mobilize on the followlng Sun-
day morning at ten aharp, On the
motion leading branch comrades
spoke of the absolute necessity
of suwch action. Motion passed
unanimously. Next Sunday at ten
sharp five comrades showed up.
They disposed of the papers on
hand In o Uttle leas than teenty
minutes with soough money col-
lected to more than defray the
cost of the papers. Last Sunday
we had seven comrades on the
job. Mext Sunday we feel confi-
dent that every available com-
rade will be on hand,

The ice has been broken, d4is-
tribution turne out to be wvery
simple and doesn't take owver an
hour or so0, and the comrades ac-
tually get a kick out of it! Which
all proves that the Appenl can be
circulated.

I want to urge every branch
i the country that has difficulEy
in solving this problem to try
our tactics. (1) Exempt .only
those who have wvery wvalld ex-
cuses; (2) let the leading com-
rades (this ls most Im;lﬂl‘ﬁ-'l?ﬂ}-
the executive committes, ote., set
the pace and show by example

what can and must be dene; (3)-

impress upon every member the
vital necessity of carrying on
this worlk.

I stated above, the primary
reason for our retreat lieg in the
fallure of the branches, by and
large, to carry on their share of
the work, However, the Natlonal
Cffice is not entirely blameless,
Aa the letter from comrade Cur-
tis testified, the Appeal in tha
not--too-distant past has not
been very suitable for popular
consumption. The headlines de-
voted to Shachtman's counell-
manic campalgn ete, are g casa
in point. The last several lssuea
have been decidedly improved,
which shows that the staff ia fol-
lowing our criticisms apd profit-
ing by them. It's up to us now.
Comrades, it can be done, let's
do it

HYLE CLARK
Toledo, Ohlo

WORHERS READ AFPEAL
—IF THEY'RE REACHED
Editor:

In & recent issue of the Appeal,
C. Curtiss digcusses the problem
of Appeal snles. While his letter
contains some concrete suggeat-
ions of walue, it appears to me
that many of the slatements in
the letter are unjust. I do not be-
liewe it to be true as Curtisa says
that & worker will not read our
paper Cwilee,

I have covered some local
trade union meectings with the
Appeal consistently for the last
thees months selling from 15 to
25 papers at each meeting and
repeating sales to the same work-
era weel after week.

Perhaps if Curtisa would check
on the local situation which he
discusses, he may find that in-
sufficlent effort has been made Lo
gell our paper to the same group
of workers conslstently.

Capable and patiopally known
leaders of our party often travel
hundreds of miles for the oppor-
tunity of speaking to no greater
number of workers than a capa-
ble and devoted comrade can io-
terview while selling the Appeal
at unlon meetings, There 13 too
much of a tendency to relegate
the sale of the Appeal to just
anybody, instead of seeing io It
an opportunity for capable com-
rades to contmct workers. The
problem of Improving our papar
iz an important one but in addi-
tion, we musat realize that ogr pa-
per, not any more than any 'of
our comrades, can succead in con-
tacting workers unoless they con-
mistently go to those workers at
their places of meeting and do
not expect the workera to come
to the party office for their pa-
par.

I take the liherty to apeak in
this manner becauge I konow from
personal experience that the So-
ciallst Appeal is today better re-
cedved by workers than our press
has been in any former period.
Oakland, Calif. Elsie Meyers

WORKERS’ FORUM|

To the Editor:

The MNon-Partisan Committee
for the Defense of Fred E. Beal
takes this opportunity to inform
hig friends and well-wishers that
efforis are being continued unre-
mittingly for his release with
prospects that are distinetly en-
couraging.

Those who desire to express
their good-will toward Fred E.
Beal and the spirit of the Christ-
mas season by a gift or a letter
may send same to him at the Cal-
edonia Prison Farme, Hallfax,
Morth Carolina. Fred liloes camdy,
cake, genuine Jewish pumper-
nickel, books, magazines, a palr
of carphones for a radio, winter
wear, ete,

The efforts exerted thus far
and the work entatled im the fu-
ture necessitate an appeal for
funds. We can conceive of no
more worthwhile cause in the in-
terests of American labor toward
which a Christmas contribution
can be made than to the Beal De-
fense Fund, May we urge read-
era to send thelr donations to our
office, Hoom 610, 10 Weat 44th
Btreet, New York, N, Y.

HUGD POLLOOK, Secy.
Non-FPartlsan Commities
For the Defense of Fred
E. Beal.

Editor:

I never sea any letters from
Southern workers in the Forum,
but I keow you must have some
readers in the South because X
have met some in this town. If
you have them here, you must
have them in other places in the

South, because they do not make
places much tougher for workers
and progressives than Crump's
Memphis.

I suppose people in other parts
of the country think that work-

arg here like to be slaves and do
oot care to build any unions, bul
that ie not &0, We, no more than
workers in the East and West,
want to be slaves, but clrcum-
gitances ovwver which we have no
contro]l have made this a tougher
spot to unionize than the East
apd Weal,

There are lots of people in this
town trying to organize progros-
sive unfons, but It isn't easy to
build healthy unions in & town,
where your leaders are either
killed, jailed, or badly beaten and
chased out of town, and many of
the people who are for them (es-
pecially the CIO) have had very
Httle or o uwmion experience and
are all waiting for someons alse
to' tell them how to do it

Beveral likely looking move-
ments started
cently, but they are all suffering
from MNew Dealitla.

Aa soon a8 enough people here.

discover that the NLEE is not &
Board whose sSole purpose I8 fo
help the workers organize, but ls
just an organ created for the pur-
pose of preventing strikes, even
this town can become A good un-
lon town.

Let's hear from a few 3outh-

ern workers cccasionally.

Just call e Memphis

Memphis, Tenn.

in this town re--
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