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Stalin’s Invasion

of Finland

Statement of Policy by the Political Committee
of the Socialist Workers Party

1. The invasion of Finland by the Red Army is an inci-
dent in the Second World War which 1s now only in its tenta-
tive and initial stages oi development. :

2. The character of the Second World War is that of
an imperialist struggle for the redivision of the earth. Despite
present alliances, or future changes in the alignment of the
powers, the class antagonism between the imperialist states

and the Soviet Union as a degenerated workers state retains.

its full force. From this must follow an inevitable attemp:
on the part of the imperialists of one camp or another or in
a combination, to attack the Soviet Union in order to destroy
the economic conquests of the October Revolution and open
up the territory of the Soviet Union for capitalist exploita-
tion,

3. Finland is not an independent small state fighting for
its independence against an imperialist power. Bourgeois Fin-
land is and always has been a vassal state of the imperialists
and an outpost of imperialism on the Russian border.

FDR INCITES
WAR AGAINST
SOVIET UNION

Stalin’s Crimes Are
Springboard for
War Deal Drive

Ladl by President Roosevelt in
person, the chorus of war incibe-
ment against the Soviet Unlon
has reached a new pitch of vie-
lemee following Stalin's invaslon
of Finland.

“Poor little Finlend™ is belng
craomméd down the throats of
milllons who face a winter of
siarvation.

“Poor little Finland” is being
offered as a substiute for reiief
checks to millions of workers'
families,

“Poor little Finland” ia being
drummed up as Cause Mo. 1 for
dragging the workera of this
muntv:.r into the imperig#lisl war
for the re-divigion of the earth.

Slalin’s invaszion of Finland is
the latest in his long record of
erimes against the cause of the
world workers' revolution. We
condemn it, on our part, becauss

4. In the present conflict the imperialist powers of the
United States and Great Britain stand behind Finland and
inspire its foreign policy in relation to the Soviet Union. The
diplomatic and propagandistic intervention of the Rooscvelt
adminstration on the side of bourgeois Finland is not moti-

vated by “humamtarian” considerations but by the class inter-|

it endangera (he conguests of the
Russian revolution, which Stalin
usurped, and which we seel to
defend against the united assault
of world reaction and against
Stalin.

Roozevelt, Hoover, and all the
bosg  newspapers condemn  the
invasion of Finland precisely be-

ests and the future miltary designs of the Wall Street masters | cause it provides them with pow-

of the government,

erful weapons in thelr affort to
destroy what remains in the Sowv-

5. Stalinist policy in the conflict with Finland is char-|iet Union of the workers' con-

acteristic of Stalinist policy as a whole: the protection of
the interests and privileges of the bureaucracy in utter disre-

gard of the sentiments and interests of the world proletariat. /do so in the Interests of the signed June 30. Murphy's repre-
The means and methods it employs to gain military and strate. |Workers’ revolution. We tell the |sentative here, 11.8. District At-
gic advantages repel the sympathy and support of the work-|

ers and oppressed peoples, and thus undermine the real de-
fense of the Soviet Union to such an extent as to outweigh
by far the immediate military and.strategic advantages that
may be gained by the conflict with Finland. From this point
of view—that is, the real defense of the Soviet Union against
the imperialists—the Fourth International has always con-
demned the foreign policy of Stalinism and condemns it in
the present situation. The real defense of the conquests of the
Uctober Revolution requires, now more than ever, an un-
ceasing struggle of the workers for the overthrow of the
Stalinist bureaucracy by means of a political revolution.

6. Proceeding from the foregoing points, in accord with
the progam of the Fourth International, our basic attitude in
the present military conflict between the Soviet Union and
Finland is as follows:

(a) For the Fowrth Internaiionalists in the Uniled
States: Revolutionary defeatism—the main enemy is in our
own country! No support, direct or indirect, to the imperial-
ist government of the United States or its Finnish satellite.
Expose and denounce the policy of Washington as political
and diplomatic preparation for war against the Soviet Union.
For the unconditional defense of the Soviet Union, Expose
and denounce the methods of Stalinism which compromise
the Soviet Union and weaken its defense.

(b) For the Fowrth Internationalists in Finland : revolu-
tionary defeatism—the main enemy is in our own country!
The first task of the Finnish workers remains an irreconcil-
able struggle for the overthrow of their own bourgecisie. Not
a man, not a gun, not a cent for the war of the Finnish bour-

_ geois. government against the Soviet Union. Work for the

defeat of the Finnish bourgecis government in the war. Aim
~at the creation of an independent Soviet Finland iree from
the domination of the Stalinist bureaucracy. If that is no
possible in the immediate situation because of the unfavor-
able relation of forces, political unpreparedness, and military
weakness—as is almost certainly the case in the present cir-
cumstances—utilize the defeat of the bourgeois Finnish

Army by the Red Army to arouse the masses to press forward|

. for the complete expropriation of the Finnish capitalists and
landlords immediately aiter the victory of the Red Army.
Organize for the maximum independence of the workers
from the Stalinist bureaucracy, and thus prepare its future
overthrow. In the present military struggle a victory of the
Red Army is a “lesser evil” than the victory of the army of

, (Conlinued on Page 2)
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queaks,
We  have been fightlng  the
buteher Sialin for years but we

(Continued on Page 2)
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| LET THE PEOPLE
VOTE ON WAR

YORK, SATURDAY, DECEMBER .9, 1939

—— - - -

Charge Was
Conspiracy
Against the
Governmemt

Hunger-Fighters Feel
Fist of the "War
For Democracy’

Erclusive o Soctalisd Appenl

By CARL O'SHEA
MINNEAPOLIS, Dec. 4

[f you won't starve in sil-
ence, youre guilty of conspir-
|acy against the government—
 that
down last mght against four-
fEeT  wornen ilT]{l E"Il:,"'n"l!"r'l Imen
in Federal court, in the third
trial of WA and relief work-

ers who in July participated

was the wverdict handed |5

Official Weekly Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International
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———

“"The. Enemy Is in Our Own Country”’

in the nattonwide WA strike
against the wage cuts and dis-
missals dictated by the Roose-
velt-Woodrum " Relief Law.
By mstruction of U.5. At-
torney General Frank Mur-
phy, the strikers were indicted
for “conspiracy” to violate
the relief law which Roosevelt

(Contlnued on Page 2)

Behind the Lines

By GEDEGE STEEN

As In every other move he
makes In defense of the power
and privileges of his bureaucrat-
ke rullng cligue, Stalln In his in-
| vasion of Finland deals another
heawvy blow to the cause of the

international  workers” revolu-
tion.

Throughout Lthe capitalist
world rulers whose own hands

drip with the bleod of helpless

and subjugated peoplea have
clutehed greedily at the hew whia-
pon Stalin has placed in their
hands.

To workers c¢aught in the wvie-
ious grip of capitalist crisls and
war, the bosses hold up the hor-

rible example of Stalin, Identify-
ing him with Communism, with
workers' frowET, th{ty aeek Lo
destroy whalever remains of the
hopes and asplrations that all
mankind, in one degree or an-
olher, have assoclated with the
October revolution in Hussia.

They can use the fact of Stal-
In's murderous tyranny @ thou-
sand times more effectively than
in all thess years they have used
livs to besmirch the shining
caupse of the world revolution.

They use Stalin's' crimea to
oloak thelr own. They wuse Stal-
in's grotesque deformation of the
revolution in Russian to dull the
edge of threatened revolutions in
their own counirise, They use
Btalin's gross violation of the en-
lightemed coneciences of all men
to further their owe cause of
war ipeiternent ugulnst the work-
ers of Russia.

This s Stalim's crime of all
crimes. He transiates the defense
of the Soviet Unlon to menn the
defense of hls own power and

pelf. To his nationalist, totalitar-
inn mind a few miserable strate-

| gie advantages, a few bases, a

fow  square miles of tereitory,
outwelgh the solidarity and sup-
port of the masses throoghout a
war-torn crisis-ridden world,

Unpable to conceive, no less ex-
ecule, a policy which would bring
tie united workera of Finland
willingly and enthuslastlcally in-
to a firm world front of defense
of the workers' cause against
capitalism, he uses against them
the same methods of blind terror,
les amd open assault which he
employed 1o ustirp and hold pow-
er in Rusaja,

In doing s0 he repels the Fin-
nish workeérs and the workers of
the entlre world, and makes thom

But Governor Refuses to Call Legislature
In Special Session to Vote Relief Funds;
Passes Buck Back to Cities

" (Special to the Seciabist Apgrealy

CLEVELAND, Dec. 5—0ver 1,000 unemployed jammed

easy pickings. and casy victlms
for the lylng war propaganda
and Incitement of the bosses ev-
erywhere,

He throws the Finnlsh work-|
ers into the arms of the boteher)
Mannerhelm and the Fianish cap-
itallsts who sloshed to power two
decades ago hip-deep In working
class bleod,

He hands to Roosevelt ready-
fashioned and complete in every

detail — down to the merciless
bombing of women and children
— Lthe propegands  weapona

the meeting of the City Council here last night to demand the
restoration of relief to the 75,000 men, women and children
struck by the relief crisis,

The demonstration was called jointly by the Federal
Workers Union and the Association of Unemployed.

The Council passed a resolution calling upon the Mayor
and the Department of Welfare to restore the relief cuts im-
mediately. Mayor Burton stated to the Council, amid resound-
ing boos from the assembled workers, that he would not initi-
ate the bond issue from which funds would be secured for re-

Roosevelt meeds to whip up anti-
Bovlet war Incilement among the
jworkers of this country.

| But let's pot fall for the eroe-
jodile tears over “poor little Fin-
lapd” and for the accompanying
motion that for the greater pow-
er amnd majesty of the starvation
regime of Wall Street-Roosevelt-
Daladier-Chamberlain & Co., we
ahould let ourselves be dragged
into & blocdy war out of which
e come only greater misery|
and privation for peoples every-
wheare. -

The workers In Bussia will put
an end to the bleody regime of
Stalln” and we here have the job
of putting an end to the boss
power that offers ws starvation
and war as the only cholce for
the future. That's the rosd away
from tyranny, away from wars,
and toward the real Hberation of
all peoples everywhere.
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lief, as the Council motion re-|) -
which the Mayor has requested

quested. Such legislation must |for Wednesday. They also urged
be nitiated by the Mayor. action in the neighborhoods
- s ) which would include picketing of
I'he Council members re-/the homes of the Council mem-
fused fo introdi = bers. The workers cheersd and
) troduce a anfm" |upplaudcd the fighting woards of

to permit the representatives |the aspeakers. A Stalinfst mem-

ba £
of the unemployed to address “-Lrhimthilnf;a czu"iﬂ]itiwgﬁm:';:

k-

it. Feariul of exposure, they
hastily made and passed an
ad journment motion.

A mass meeting was held

two speakers for the organizas
tions which had called the dem-
onstration, to state lamely that
hir organization had not ‘issued
any cadl as “we were here mepe-

- gk 1 as bE'E ¥
on the steps of the City Hall cionfeaici

i_mmematel}- following the .ad- {Epecial fo the Socialist Appeal)
jouroment. C. B. Cowan of the| CLEVELAND, Ohlo, Dec, 53—
Association of Unemployed and Almost 100,000 men, women and
Art Preis of the Federal Work- children face immediate starva-
ers Union addressed the meeting, |tion in this great industrial city.
calling upon the workers to con- (12,000 cases on rellef, including
tinge the fight and to reassemble |single men  and WO e T — g
al & special gesalon of Councll (Continued on Page 4)
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Cleveland Jobless Demand Food:;
City Council Passes the Buck

FIVE (5) CENTS

'STARVATION STALKS AMERICA’S CITIES:
ROOSEVELT FEEDS BILLIONS TO WAR FUNDS

FBI Railroads 25 Workers to Prison;
They Fought for Relief in M

innesota

i S —

‘War Boom’
Brings Few
Jobs; Less
Relief

Social Workers Head
Says Relief Cuts
"Not Justified”

By TONY CHAPMAN

Cleveland's 16,000 needy
tamilies are without food.

Toledo’s unemployed have
not been fed for the past six
weeks,

Sixty percent of Chicago's
relief budget has been slashed.

Colorado's jobless live be-
low subsistence levelss

The sitwation in the South
is described as “desperate.”

And while the unemployed
starve and shiver, the Roose-
velt Administration proposes
to spend two and a quarter bil-
lion dollars this coming year

—fdr the Army and Navy.

In the face of 4 rapld worsen-
ing In relief conditions through-
out the nation, the conservative
but alarmed American Associa-
tion of Social Workers warned
yesterday that the cuts in rellef
appropriations cannot be justified
by the boom in industry. '

"Improvements  in  industry
have not substantially affected
any decrease in the size of the
national relief burden,” declared
Miss Dorothy Kahn, nasistant
Executive Secretary of the Asgo-

INu Food For
41,000 Toledo
Unemployed

Schools Close Down:
Boss Politicians
Yote Mo Funds

(Bpacigl fo ihe Sovialist Appeal)

TOLEDO, Dec. 4—Since Sept,
15 this city has been steadily
moving into the worst relief cris-
is in its history, worse even than
in the Hooverville days.

On Sept. 15 the wholesale groo-
ers refused to extend any further
cridit to the city. By October 15
the city stopped feeding the un-
employed altogether. That in-
cludes oot only the 41,000 p-m'-
sons on relief on Sept. 15, but the
many others who sought relief
gince (hen,

During the last six weeks the
only public relief that has been

|given at all has been piven to

those certified as ill, the very old
and children,

One way to eat is to have the
ravages of bunger make you il
encugh to be pdmitted to o hos-
pital. Ther o few davs of food,
certification that vou have recov-
ered—and out again to starve,

The only energetic action tak-
en by the authorities has been
police action against picketing of
relief atations.

b T =g o Il=‘ ok ul_iﬂ‘“ﬁ'.bl—&'ﬂﬁ-‘:—m;ﬁ:’:ﬂ: .

clation, interview. at her offices

[in the Russel Sage Foundation,
| 130 Fast 22nd Street, Mew York

City.

“On the basis of the heavy load
of relief cases throughout the
country,” she stated, “neither the
cuts in relief nor their complete
elimination is justified.”

The recont WPA cuts put
through at the last regular ses-
glon of "Congress were alsg un-
justified, Miss Kahn saild in an-
swer to the writer's guestion,

“The WPA cuts are not justi-
fied on the basia of ‘disappearing
necd'," she declared,

Asked to comment on the Rooge-
velt Administration's poliey of
engineering heavy cuts in WPA
in marked contrast to its policy

of substantial increases in the
military budget, Miss Kahn stat-
ed, “We do not believe that mon-
ey should be taken from our so-
cial program and diverted to oth-
¢r purposes, I weakens our nae-
tional resources"

Questioned on  the govern-
ment's polley of dodging direct
ald to the needy and shifting re-
sponaibility for relief onto the
shoulders of municipal agencles,
Miss Hahno declared, “If the Fad-

ance It discredits the le wha
oeed it er

Commenting on  relief condi-
tions in the South, Miss Kahn
stated, “They have been desper-
ate right along. Except for lim-
ited WPA funds, the needy have
recelved little assistance there™

“The WPA cuts have been up-
evenly distributed throughout the
country,” ahe pointed out. “Cer-
talnly business improvementa did
oot justify the cuts'

Only a amall number of citles
account for the bulk of the pres-
ent relief expenditures, she said.

{Continued on Page 4)

eral government diseredits assist-
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