Labor’s Big Chance

Is Now!

—Don’t

Muff the Ball!

AN EMTORIAL

“Ruthless” labor leaders were going to take advantage of
the war boom “to advance their campaign for the closed
shop, and all that implies, in such basic industries as steel,
automobile and packing houses,” complained a boss spokes-

man the other day.

Well, we certainly hope so! The industrial pickup pro-
vides organized labor with a new opportunity to regain lost
ground and make the gains which were possible in 1935-
1937 and which were unfortunately not realized.

Organized labor has been on the defensive since the loss
of “Little Steel” in the Fall of 1937. One of the mam
causes for this situation has been the decline in production;
it is tenfold more difficult for the trade unions to advance
when factories are slowing up and many are shutting down.
But that organized labor could make gains even in the midst
of industrial production has been demonstrated by the one
bright spot in the unions—the phenomenal transformation
of the Teamsters' Union from an old-line craft setup into a -
semi-industrial organization of over 400,000 men.

The new type of leaders in the Teamsters_’ Union who
made this growth possible didn't make the n'|r.|5.taJ{E5 which
stopped the CIO in its tracks in steel, packing and other
basic industries. They didn't lean on the National Labor
Board and the government, but put everything ir:tn organiz-
ing the fighting strength of the workers on the job.

As was shown by the warning uttered by the CIO con-
vention against much use of the Labor Boards, the C1O
leadership now appears to have a more sober estimate of
the role of the Roosevelt Administration toward the work-
ers. I it sticks to this, we shall have no repetition of "Little
Steel,” where the strikers cheered the incoming National
Guard . . . and had the strike broken.

The industrial pickup means that the bosses have plenty

of money to disgorge, if the

unions go after them. Earn-

ings of leading industrial corporations for the full year
1939 are expected to be 70 per cent abgve 1938 levels and
close to 1936 and 1937 levels, according to the conserva-
tive estimate of the AFL “Monthly Survey of Business” .

“Especially in the following industries, earnings may be
expected to improve : Aircraft, chemicals, machinery, metal
fabricating, non-ferrous metals, petroleum, railroad equip-
ment, shipbuilding, steel, sugar, automohbiles, automobile
parts, paper, railroads, retail trade and textiles.”

Here, then, are the fields upon which the labor movement

can immediately concentrate!

Wage increases are necessary even to provide the work-
ers with the same purchasing power that they had a few
months ago. Labor Department figures show that retail
prices of basic foods were 11 per cent higher on October
17 than on August 15, and prices have continued to rise

since.

Labor has the opportunity, it has the wisdom based on
actual experience with the anti-labor strategy of the Roose-
velt Administration—if only the labor leaders will use that
wisdom—and it has a case for higher wages and better con-
ditions which the bosses will find it hard to controvert.

The next few months will be an acid test for every man
in a position of trust and leadership in the unions. The rank
and file should see to it that any man who fails to meet the
test is put aside, to make room for militant progressives
with backbone enough to lead their men successfully

through the coming battles.

The industrial pickup has created this opportunity with-
out, however, providing many additional jobs. Some ten
million unemployed remain to be taken care of. This vast
reservoir remains as a reserve army—an army of labor or

an army that can be turned

against labor. The employed

workers must link their fortunes with those of the unem-

ployed.

The general slogans under which the labor movement

should fight the coming battles are clearly indicated. They

arc:

A rising scale of wages as prices rise! -
A 30-hour week with no reduction in pay! A $30 mini-

mum wage on all jobs!

A job and a decent living for every worker |
A Twenty-Billion Dollar Federal public works and hous-

ing program|

All war funds to the unemployed!

¥
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Thc opportunity is there. Labor must not let it slip by!

Behind the Lines

Twelve years ago the first Kuo-
mintang-Communist united front
was shattered when Chiang Kal-
ghek mads a deal with the imper-
ialists and sealed it in the blood
of thousands of workers and

ta,

Today it begins to look ns
though the secomd “united front™
is golng to end as a result of a
‘deal between Stalln and the Jap-
aness,

Although the Moscow-Tokyo
negotiations are still only in a
preliminary stage, they bave al-
ready resulted in a widening of
the flesure between the Kuomin-

and the Chinese Stalinists.
Matters have on several ocoa-
gions apparently already reached
the stage of actual armed con-
flict between them.

Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese
Stalinist chieftain, is quoted now
as accuging Chiang Kai-shek of
not  establishing a democratic
government. But what a fraud

By GEORGE STERN

this is! When it suited the needs
of their master in the Kremlin,
the Chinese Stallnists came to
terma with Chiang Kal-shek
nearly three years ago. Although
they also spoke then about “dem-
eeratic government” it remained
a hypocritical phrase, for the
Kuomintang dictator naturally
never took any steps to carry out
that part of the bargain. Instead
the Stalinists participated like do-
eile lackeys in the farcical "Feo-
ple's Council” which Chiang set
up to simulate the appearance of
popular support.

Throughout the course of the
war under Chiang's leadership
the workers and peasants have
beeti bled while the blg capitalists
and bankers rode high, wide, and
handsome In the treaty ports held
by the Japanese. Against all the
venality, half-heartedness, and

outright treachery that has
marked the Kuomintang fight
(Contlnued on Fage 8)
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Union Strength Forces
NLRB Revision of Early
Ruling on Bargaining

DETROIT, MNov. 1§ — More
than 50,000 automobile workers
jammed into Cadillac Bquare to-
day in a solld front of defiance
to the Mohawlk Valley plans of
the Chrysler corporation, the
“hack-to-work™ movement of
Homer Martin and the fasclist
gangs of Father Coughlin and
Gerald L. K. Smith.

Some 4,500 Murray Body work-
era quit work om the day shift
two hours before cloging time
and the night shift men went in
o hours late to tale their
pluce in the demonstration. Hud-
gon and Packard worlers were
provided with & special fleet of
buges and automoblles to Lrans-
port them to the square.

For the second time in two
and a half yvear period the work-
erg of Detroit dedlcated thedir
preat assemblages on Cadillac
84q. to the aducation of the coup-
on-clippers of the Chrysler Corp.
The demonstration got results
even before the men came into
the strects.

NLEE Backhs Down

On the same morning the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board an-
pounced that the UAW-CIO bad
been certified as the exclusive
bargaining agency for the Chry-
gler Corporation, thus changing
itz previous decision of certify-
ing the union on a plant basis.

The demonstration took place
in a getting of the complete fiz-
zle of Homer Martin's scab-berd-
ing back-to-work movement. Omn-
Iy a few hundred men, even ne-
cording to the heavily binsed
local press, turned up to return
to work at the Chrysler, Fly-
mouth and De Soto plants, And
mosat of these were foremen and
malntenance workers, This des-
pite. the fact that no pickets
guarded these plant gates.

Where Martin gets nowhery in
breaking the golldarity of the
Chrysler, Coughlin takes up the
cudgels for the corporation
With the aild of daily free pub-
licity in the boss press, he Is
calling a meeting in his Royal
Oalk Church which was built by
non-unlon labkor. It Is to be hop-
ed that if any sizable group of
Chrysler workers turn up for his
meeting they will turn it loto a
jamboree the yellow priest will
never forget.

Pressure on Wellare Bosses

Steady pressure of ths auto
union on Welfare officials has al-
ready foreed a rotreat from thelr
original hard-boiled attitude in
refusing to certify Chrysler
workers for relief, But their Arst
concessions are stil made with
coough loopholes to smash the
workers' ranks. Joe Pagano,
Asgs't National Welfare Director
of the TAW-CIO characterized
the “work relief” the administra-
tion §s offering as “forced labor.”
The genernl sentiment of Chrys-
ler workers is for a continuancse
and =& strengthening of this
pressure to force the welfare of-
ficiala to feed the worliers lock-
ed out by the Chrysler corpora-
tion.

The Cadillac Sp. demonstra-
tion roared its approval for a
résolution calling for an inwvesti-
gation by the City Counecll of the
procedure adopted by the Welfare
adminlstration towards Chryaler
workers, It also adopted a resolu-
tlion protesting the 30-day sen-
tence given Tracy Doll, union or-
panizer, for viclating the anti-
picketing Injunction in the Fred-
erick Stearns strike.

N. Y. MEMBERSHIP
MEETING SUNDAY

An important membership
meeting of Loca 1MNew York
of the HEocialist Workers Par-
ty will be held this Bunday,
November 18th, Eeesthoven
Hall, 210 East Hth Strest, ot
2 p.m. sharp.

50,000 Auto Workers Blast

Chrysler Union-Busting Plans
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The War Boom

THE SECOND OFFENSIVE

Push for the $10,000
Organization-Press Fund

“The Second Offensive 1s aboot to begin™
This is a war communigue. But it isa't from the Western front.

It's war news from the revolutionary front for socialism in the

United States. It's the General Staff of the Soclallst Workers Party
making ready for a big frontal attack,

The battalions are organized. They have thelr orders. ANl they
nead now Is the fighting equipment.

v« Early last summer the first offenslve In our war waa organized
in the form of & FL0,000 press-organization fund drive.

More than one-third of thls sum was ralsed by the branches
of the party from New York to "Frisco. It was all done without
pay big nolse, without any ballyhoo, The branches just came through
quistly—but affectively.

With the new ammuonitlon provided by the funds ralsed, the
party muaching worked on more eylinders than ever befors—eape-
clally in the ussually desd sunmer months,

Local branches developed a systematic and concentrated political
aotivity,

The twice-a-week Appeal was Lifted out of Its financlial dol-
druma. During the first weeks of the war crisls frequency of lssue
was jumped to thres times o weels.

A national Negro department was organized and a full-time
director malntalned.

More fiedld prganlers and more asslstance for field organizers
provided than ever before,

Boveral new pamphlets wers put on the Soclallst market.

Huwmmmdgnﬂmrwudtgunlﬁfauuitthaﬂamﬂ!
Offensive! It's an offensive against the war and for the revolution-

ary soclallst program.

By Feb. 1 we want to be over the top with the £10,000 fund
quota met 100 percent. So that we can have more organizers In the
field, mxore Uterature on the war corisis, on fasclsm, om the transi-
tlonal program for workers' action agalnst the 80 rullng families; o
solid floor bullt under our twice-weekly Appeal and monthly New
International so that the striking power of our press shall not be
affected by some allly financial shortage.

Wo sent o letter to the branches to find out how they felt about
making good on the rest of thelr obligations. They can be sunumed
up best in the succinet commment of Osear Coover for the Minme-
apolis Branch: .

“You may-tell the world that Minneapolls will be on the lne
before the date set™ ;

Y¥ou have your quotas. The branches need only go to work. Make
the Minneapolis motto your own!

“On the llne by Febrnary lst! Every last dime ralsed for the

FIGHT GOV'T
WAR MACHINE

IN CANADA

Armistice Day Leaflet
Distributed Despite
Rigid Censorship

I}E&cﬁu: to the Soclalist ui{
ROMNTO, Mov. 1 egpite

the harsh war-lime repressions
imposed om labor organizations
bere, coupled with the constant
vigilanece of the police, the Soclal-
ist Workera League of Canada,
Canadian section of the Fourth
International, is on the
fight against war in the best tro-
ditiona of the class struggle.

As the authorities prepared for
the annual memorial service in
connection with Armistice Day,
they were confronted by the ap-
pearance of an openly clreulated
leaflet against the war,

The leaflet was distributed in
what the comrades call "Blitz-
krieg fashion." Befors the author-
Itles had a chence to even read
the leaflet, it had already been
widely circulated in the working
class districta of Toronto,

THREE (3) CENTS

UTRAL-IN A PIG’S EYE!
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Neutrality Law
Full of Loopholes

rvention

State Department

Interpretation of Law

Maks Clear that Pacifist Talk Covered
Plans for Speedy Participation in War =~

ment for an endless war: and

That is the meaning of the

-

FBI ATTORNEYS
(LOSE FRAMEUP
CASE IN MPLS

Coaches Witnesses to
Perjure Evidence
Against Pickets

(Special to the Sociallst Appeal)

MINNEAPOLIS, Mov. 16—The
Federal government yesterday
afternoon concluded the presenta-
tion of its cnse against the 14
women and 11 men charged with
fponsplracy” In the third WEPA
strike trial.

The government had taken
eighteen days to pump an out-

The loopholes in the Neutrality Law enacted Nov. 4 are
wide enough, with the help of government “interpretation,”
to send through them to England and France enough arma-

to extend sufficient credits to

them to link America's fate to theirs and make America's
participation in the war inevitable.

“detailed analysis” of the law

which was issued Thursday night by the US State Depart-

ment.

Issued in a technical form
unfamiliar enough to make
difficult reading for the aver-
age reader ,and wunostenta-
tipusly published on inside
pages by the daily press, the
“analysis” cleared away. the
last lingering doybts of Amer-
ican financiers and industrial-
ists. “Go the whole hog’ was
its dfinite implication.

Roosevelt's hypocritical speech-
e3 and the egqually hypocritical
debate In Congress led many
down a strict policy of “cash
and carry” under which the bel-
ligerent powers would have to
pay ‘cash for everything they
bought here and transport the
products in their own vemsels,
Tha exceptions provided by the
law, howewver, nullify the funda-
mental conception of cash and
carry. Here are the loopholes, as
made plain by the State De-
partment “analysip™:

state jury full of hatred t
the organized activity of the |
WEPA workers durlng the bna-
tion-wide WEPA strike last sum- |
mer.

As In the first two trials, |
which resulted in cight convig-
tioms and four acquittals, the
government iz  attempting to
prove that the WFPA strike con-
gtituted a “conspiracy” to *in-
timidate™ WPA workera. Under
the FRoosevelt - Woodrum Rellef
Laww, iotimidatiom of projoect
workers conatitutes & crime. Un- |
der the judge’'s ruling in the first
two cases, the “conspiracy™
need not have actually resulted
in intimidation for the jury to
conviet the defendants.

G=-Men Coached Wiinésses

The powernment withesses,
well coached by the FEI agents
who prepared the trial, resled off
the most astonishingly detalled
storiea of the events of four
months ago. The stories are all
too good, too pat, too well-re-
haaraed.

Many of the withessecs are
WrPA workers, evideotly cowed
by the G-men, giving every evi-
dence of belng under straip, in-
timidated and fearing the loss
of their joba If they dom't per-
form according to schedule, Oth-
er povernment witnesses show
all the characteristics of being
paid stool-pigeons.

A “Misslonary”

Minneapolls  unlen lenders
were particularly interested in
the testimony of a Mrs, Ellza-

Remember!

Entitled, "Remembrance Day,
November 11th,” the leaflet de-
clares:

‘“Remember the last war! Now
that Canada i once more en-|
gaged on the bloodstained flelds
of Europ.

"REMEMEER that the Great
War was fought “to make the
world safe for democracy,’
yet today there is less democracy
han at any time in the last Sfty
YVears.

"REMEMBER that the Great
War was 'a war to end all warsg'
and not a single year has elapsed
since, in which wars, great or|
gmall, have not been fought.

"REMEMEER that we went to
the last war singing to the tune
“We'll hang the Kaiser on & sour
apple tree” and today the Kaiser
gtill llves as one of the richest

[}

$10,000 organiation-press fund drivel”

Snd and attended its meetings up to

(Contlnned on Pags B)

beth Thom, employed on tha

1. American vessels can carry
cargocs to all parts of the
Eritish and French Empires
ocutzide the small war zone sur-
rounding the British Isles. That
means American vesscls can
take over from Eritaln  and
France the task of provisioning
ard supplying rmanufactures to
the huge empires of tha *de-
moeracies” in Africa, Asla, ote.

2. Britaln and Francs do not
have to pay one cent cash for
their purchases as outlined
in 1! The "eash" provision of .
the law iz lmited to the pur-
chase of arms and other mater-
inla going to the smiall “combat
zone” in Burope,

3. The next exceaptlon makes
& joker out of the *“cash™ pro-
viglon in the combat zone also,
g0 far as concerns all materiala
except arma! For, save the State
Department, the law “doas not
forbid the extension of  credit
to any person in a bpelligerent
State who Is not acting for or on
behalf of a belligerent govern-
ment . . . Articles and materials -
other than arms may, therafors,
ba Bold on credit -to private .
firms or persons in belligersnt
states . . " Through this loop=-
hole & repetition of the Morgan
lonns of 1914-1918 15 facilitated,
the belligerents merely refrain-
ing from contracting the indebt-
ednesa in the names of the gov-
ernments.

Through these thres major
loopholes American  business
can take the rmoad to war
That's what the loopholes

sewing project where the pickets
wera wWho are now on trial. ]'.ul
1834 ghe was a WFPA supervisor
in another part of the state. Aft-
er she came to Minneapolis she
wasg for fourteen months & mem-
bar of the Faderal Waorkera Sec-
tion of Local Sd44—the organiza-
tion of WEA workers sponsored
by the General Drivers Union—

and even after the strike,

Mrs. Thomas identified 17 of
the 25 defendants as belng at the
strike scene. Every day of the
gtrike ghe came down and
watched the plcket line, observ-
ing In minute detail everything
that transpired. She would go
among the plekets, urging them
to return to work. In the lang-
uage of the professional strike-
breakers who testified before the
LaFollette Committes, this sort

(Continned on Page 4)

there for—deliberately contriv

by Roosevelt but coversd up by
hiz “npeutrality” speeches and
the fake debate staged in Con-

| greas,

HOW THEY FIGHT
HITLERISM IN
A “DEMOCRACY"

EAST ST. LOUIS, II.—The
Library Board here has onders
&1 the lbrarlen to burn his
three coples of John Stein-
beck’s “Grapes  of Wrath"
the famous novel describing
the plight of California's
rlcultural “worlers. :

The walting lst for the
book is the longest in the M- |
brary’s recent history.
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