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On the
Jaboh

Uniona
“=By B. 1. WIDICK

The importance of labor unity
iz emphasized every time any
kind of a meeting between CID
and AFL officlals I8 reported in
the press by the prominence giv-
en Lo those reports.

And when President Roogde-
velt's conference with John L.
Lewls and Willlam Green was an-
nounced it naturally was given

‘widest publicity. For this was o

very important meeting.

Each week that brings Roose-
velt's determination to partiel-
pate in the second world war to
& stronger conviction, alss em-
phasizes that the continued rival-
ry and struggle between the la-
bor  orpanlzations disrupls the
plans of the war machine. This
has often been explained in prav-
fous columnag in the Roclelist Ap-

peal.

Sinee “unoffieial” intervention
by Roosevelt through Madame
Perkins ~ brought no resuits,

Rooaewelt took the bull by the
horng and sumomned Lewis and
Green to A conference,

Will Lewis Agree?

Fmpm.n.]':;- from the War De-
partment to the CIO and the
AFL o the wole of unions in
war time had been studied by the
labor chieftains. A genéral ple-
ture of ‘these proposals is gliven
by Robert Beodiner in the current
issue of The Natlon.

“In the M-Day preview now
showing before an exclusive au-
dience of trade union excculives,
the program for labor is reliably
held to look something like this:
First an emergency period will be
proclaimed, even before the dec-
laration of war, during which the
Presidbant will suspend the pro-
wislons of the Walsh-Healy Aot
which- reguires the mainlebatce
of specific labor standards in the
manufacture of products bought
by the federal government. Dur-
ing this pericd, and subsequently,
the Employimenl Service, now re-
moved from the jurisdiction of
the Labor Department and
placed under the supervision of
FPaul V. McNutt, will become a
key agency, peared to distribute
and furnish adegquate supplies of
gkilled labor to all war industries
and to prevent its diversion into

armed forces.”

War Dictatorship

Outrigift caputulntmn to these
totalitarian — and shocking al-
though not surprising—proposals
of - the War Department would

-gound the death knell of union in-

dependence, and expose Lewis
and Green beyond all repair,
However, already a seclion of
the AFL and the CIO leaders
have accepted. in priociple the
ideas of the militarists. The blast
of the Mavy Depariment against
the QIO reflects its aggpravat

At the resistance it has thus far

mat from part of the top CIO
cirale.

Is it a wonder that Lewis en-
tered the White House with trep-
idation? And that he was very
gilent after the conference, o
marked contrast to his bombastic
utteraness after the conference
last Spring with Roosevell and
Grean ?

Roosevell talked cold turkey to
the labor leaders at the confer-
ence last weelk. Last Spring he
tricd to use o big stlek but it
didn’t have much welght behind
it. For that was in the pre-war
perlod. Mow Lewis and Green un-
deratand, if they had any doubls,
the dendly sérlousness of the
Foogevelt demand for Jabor wnity
behind his war program.

Clubbing was not necessary for
Green. He has Indicated often
enough that he i3 ready to serve
as an agent of the war machine

at any time But Lewis has been
a bad actor, as-his Labor Day
speech indicated. Lewia ia more
subject to rank and file preasire,
His . coolnesa and reluctance to
the Roosevell program has been
obvious,

Mow comés the big test. Will
Lewia try to outde Green? Besk
to utillze the plans of the War
Department -to eatablish himself
a3 the chief lieutenant of the Ar-
my within {be labor movement?
Or can the ranks of the CIO put
on more pressure and fores Lews-
is to resist the reactionary pro-
posals of Heosevelt. Can the CIO
call for labor unity against the
war program, instead of being
forced into a unity behind the
program ? This is the vilal jssie
befors the American labar mowve-
ment today.

The futire of the labor move-
ment rests on its accepting the
road of struggle againat the
Roosevelt war plans, uniting be-
hind a program of militant action
to preserve ita liberties, advance
ﬂ.u n-r:‘a.'rll.ﬂ-tim and obtain its

Labor and
The Second
World War

By J. R. Johnson
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The failures of Russia, the degradation of Russia, are in
the last analysis due to the failure of the workers of the
world to establish socialism. Had countries like France,
Britain, Germany, and the United States followed the road
to collective ownership and planned economy, what they
would have done in twenty vears would not only have lifted
the workers and the entire population of these countries
to undreamt of heights of social well-being and equality. It
would have prevented the emergence of such a hydra-head-
ed monster as the Stalinist bureaucracy and its corrupt
spawn, the Browders, the Fosters, the Fords, and their
kindred throughout the world.

Those who have studied the true causes of the rise and
decline of Soviet Russia know that its history is an argu-
ment not against, but for socialism, an indictment not of
collective ownership and planned economy but of the chaos
of capitalism. It is capitalism that, using the cowardice and
selfishness of the Stalinist bureaucrats, has managed to
stave off victorious revolution and slowly drags the Soviet
Union down into the blood and muck of world imperialism.

Without the socialist revolution in one or more of the
advanced countries, Soviet Russia is doomed. That i3 the
key to the understanding of Soviet Russia, yesterday, to-
day, and tomorrow. No wonder that Lenin in the five years
of his working life as ruler of the country publicly repeated
this profound truth litile less than hfty times.

Against War Means For Socialism

From all the above it follows that the struggle agamst
war is the struggle against capitalism for the socialist so-
ciety. The workers must fight against their own capitalists
at every turn—in the factories, in the legislatures, against
the WPA cuts, against the anti-alien bills, against the arma-
ment budgets whether large or small, against Roosevelt's
ioreign policy, against his ceaseless propaganda that Amer-
ica must prepare for a war in defense of “peace” and "de-
mocraey.” Any concession to the capitalists on any front
means just so much more freedom ior them in their relent-
less drive to war., 1 war does come, the word will go forth
that we must have “national unity™ against aggressor. Then
more than ever it will be necessary to continue resistance,
legal and illegal.

The masses may be swept into the war. But those who
recognize the true nature of imperialist war, though they
may have to submit for a period, must never for a moment
relax their opposition, but continue to seek ways and means
of mfuencing the masses against the war. For Iastory
shows us that though the people, under the stimulus of
iright, propaganda, and mass hysteria, may enter a war,
the strain that it imposes upon them is such that revulsion
soon begins, This can culminate, as it has culminated be-
fore, in a determination to sweep away those responsible
for the slaughter, the suffering, the privation. In their rec-
ognition of the real enemy at home, they forget the sup-
posed enemy abroad. That is what we must work for.

The revolutionary fighter against imperialist war must
remember that it was not the statesmen who brought the
last war to a conclusion. It was the revolutionary workers
of Russia who, by the Russian revolution of 1917, made
the fArst great break in the war. And the German workers,
by their revolution against the Kaiser and his government,
brought the 1914-1918 war to an end.

The Sham Fighters Against War

If the workers do not succeed in stopping Roosevelt from
dragging us into the war, who will do it? Many so-called
anti-war groups and persons tell the masses it is they who
will. Test them all by their stand on the capitalist system.
If they are not fAghting to overthrow it, they belong to
capitalist society and are in the camp of the enemy. Isola-
tionists like Senator Borah fill the public press. But it is
the finance-capitalists like Morgan who decide, and when
they give the word and Rooscvelt drags the people in,
Borah will not call upon the workers to stop Roosevelt.
He and his kind will say, “My country, right or wrong,”
and support the war with the rest.

The labor leaders like Lewis and Green iollow Rocsevelt
like the trained lap-dogs that they are. In Germany, In
Britain, in France, when the last war came these pampered,
well fed, capitalist-aping lackeys called the workers to the
colors. And in 1939 asg in 1914 they have shown once more
that as long as they can sit in the offices, draw their fat
salaries, visit the best hotels in the company of “pood
society,” they have no quarrel with capitalism and will
support their imperialist masters in whatever way they are
told to. Look for a moment at their record.

In 1918-1920 the capitalist system was rocking in Eu-
rope. The capitalists, utterly discredited, were hated by mil-
lions of workers and farmers in every country. All that
was needed was resolute leadership. But these labor leaders,
who had talked about socialism for twenty years or more,
went to the rescue of capitalism and, having the confidence
of the workers, preserved instead of overturning the sys-
tem. The capitalists left them in control for a time and,
when the revolutionary energy of the workers had been dis-
sipated, rewarded the social-democcrats ‘with the fascist
terror. Against fascism as against war the labor leaders
were helpless, and for the same reason. Well paid and com-
fortable under the capitalist system, they work to preserve
it, with the resulting ruin of both them and the workers
who follow them. In America as elsewhere the social-demo-
crat leaders support capitalism. They must be bracketed
with the imperialist war-mongers and fought on the war
issue without quarter.

- (Continued in Next Issme)

SOCIALIST APPEAL

By GEORGE CLARKE

When a medicine man “males
& pitch,” as they say in the cir-
cus vernacular, his one hope is
that the erowd has changed from
the day before. After all, the
poor sucker who purchased a
kottle of colored water to cure
diabetes of an Indian herb to
cure & skin infection, is not lilke-
ly to glve the fakir a friendly
reception, certainly he won't bite
the second time.

But when the greatest medi-
cineg man in the history of our
times, the Staliniet leadership,
brazenly set up shop at the same
old stand for a second time, a
Iot of people either through ig-
norance or through design pass
off his wares as ths real article.
And the commodity being ped-
dled here i3 not some harmiess
patent medicine, but & polsonous
policy that has delivered the
workers into capitalist slavery
on every continent of this planet.

We are not addressing our-
gelves here to the officlals and
lenders of the Communist party.
They know better. They not on-
Iy koow what the pollcy was be-
fore thiz récent turn and before
that change of line, but they
know what the policy of the
Commurist International was un-
der Lenin and Trotsky, when the
Imternationsl was revolutionary.
These Stalinist officials are cyn-
ical and corrupt. They are
bought off at s0o much a week
and they know how to serve the
hogs. They try to alibl a defeat
into a glorious vietory; they seck
to make the foulest of tréemchery
look like hercic revolutionary ac-
tlon. We won't waste our time
with the pitchman, but we'd like
to talk to his sudience.

Thougands of revolutivnoary
workers in theh Communist Par-
ty sincerely believe that after
Molotov's speech in Moacow and
Browder's apeech in Hoston, the
Communist International has
made a genuine Lurn toward a
revolulionary policy. They be-
ileve that now the Communists
will wage an uncompromising

struggle against capitalism and
for socialism.

THE “NEW LINE"
I5 QLI STUFF

What most of the new follow-
ers of the Communist Party do
not know is that the current
wares of Stalinism were peddled
once before to the workers of
FEurope and America—with fatal
CORSEQUENCEE,

The year 1928 marked & com-
plete gyration in the lioe of the
Stalinist Imternational. Capital-
ism, they announced, had enter-
ed its “third peried” and was
breathing its last gasp. The
workers were engaged In a vast
“revolutionary upsurge.” The
task of the Communist Parties
was aet forth as the conguest of
power.

Germany, it was declared, was
at the very center of this reve-
lutionary struggle. An  official
regolution declarsd that “of ex-
ceptional importance to the fate
of the revolution in Europe and
the whole world is the revolu-
tionary upsurge in Germany.”

And that was a true encugh
statement. The new economlc
crisis that broke loosze in 1920
hit Germany most of all. German
ecomomy had newver fully recov-
ered from the depression it had
sunk into following the war. bil-
lions were unemployed, The mid-
dle class was discontented and
regtive. Cabinetas wére made and
remade in quick order. The labor
organizations, the Scoclal Dem-
ocratic and the Communist par-
ties, piled up huge volés running
into six and seven milllons each
for the workers' parties. Each
election saw a greater swing to
the left. It was true—Iherd was
a revolutionary situation in Ger-
many. How did the Stalinist par-
ty meet this situation?

WHAT STALIN DID TO

THE GERMAN WORHERS
The fate of the German work-

ers was clearly in the hands of

the Communist Party. No clasa

conscious worker expected any-

thing but compromise, betrayal
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An Unusual Opportunity
Offered Workers in
Marxist School Courses

problems of the day.

the Marxist Scheol.

.
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V. ORGANIZING LABOR

The Fall Term of the MARXIST SCHOOL, which beging on
Monday, Nov., 20, offers the prospective student a aplendid oppor-
tunity to get the Marxist viewpoint oo a number of the important

We urge all students to register at once. Regletration can be
made at the Labor Bookshop, 116 Tniverslty Place, New York Cily,
between 1 and & p.m. or by writing to the same address in care of
All courses conslet of 6 sesslons and cost one
dollar per course. Some scholarships are avallable for unemployed.

The following is the schedule of courses:

L. HOW CAPITALISM OFPERATES TODAY

Mondays, 7:16 pm.-8:40 pom.
SOCIALISM AND WAR

Mondays, B:50 pm.-10:15 p.m.
THE DESTINY OF THE NEGRD

Tuesdays, T:15 po.-8:40 pm.
ELEMENTS OF S0CIALISM

Tuesdays, 8:80 pm.-10:15% p.m.

Wedneadays, 7:15 p.m.-8:40 p.m.

VI. THE WAR DEAL IN ACTION
Wednesdays, B:50 pm-10:15 p.mn.
ALL CLASSES WILL BE HELD AT THE WORKERS CUL- Workers in Communist leader-
TURAL CENTER, ROOM 201, 125 WEST 33rd ST, N. Y. C.
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27 UNIVERSITY PLACE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Telephone CRamerey 3-0917
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Pnlitics, Economics
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The Last Time the Stalinists
Peddled That “Radical” Line,
The Nazis Took Power . . .

and defeat from the Social Dem-
ocratic Party.

But still milllons of workers
followed the Socinl Democratic
Party. Their party numbérsd @
milliogn members. The trades un-
fong under thelr control almost
5,000,000, They polled up to
TO00ML000 wolesa in the elections.
Before the workers could eatab-
liah their own rule in Germany,
it was Indispensable that the in-
Auence of these corrupt leaders
over the labor movement be
brolen.

The 4ssue was at hand. Ger-
man labor was menaced with
destruction by the rising fascist
hordes of Hitlerism. The workers
clamored for uhity and for a
atruggle to the death against
this menace. The Social Demo-
cratic lepders had nothing to of-
fer but the plous hope that “Ger-
many was not Italy” and ep
armful of resolutions “d.epiw-
ing," and “wviewing with alarm."

The Communist leaders had
the mapgnificent opportunity to
force the burepucrats of the la-
bor unions and the Social Deme-
ccrats to the wall with a con-
crete program for united action
against . the fascist gangs. The
eourse of this struggle on the
immediate  izsges  wauld  have
saon  brought the whole labor
movement squarely before the
isgue of who was to rule in Ger-
many. It would have smashed
the Fascists Jike an eggshell——
as Gocbbels later admitted could
have been done without difficul-
ty. '

But the Communist leaders
did nothing of the kKind. Every-
thing they did was designed to
divide the workers, to pit com-
munist workers against soclal
democratic workers. In no case
to unite communist and soeial
democratic workers against the
fascisla,

They began with the insane
theory that social - demogracy
waz the twin-brother of fascizm.
From that it followed that the
main enemy of the worlers was

not the fascista but the social
demecrats,  They  pronouinced
Trotsky's program  of united

front “counter - revolutionary,*
and expelled from the party any-
one who advocated it

THE “UNITED FRONT
ONLY FROM EELOW®

In the trade unions, the work-
¢rg were abandomed to the ten-
ider mercies of the bureaucrats.
All of the militants were with-
drawn into a pure “revolution-
ary” trade wunlom organization
doemioated by the Communist
Party. The inevitable result was
the divislom of the labor mowve-
ment, the Soclal Democracy
dominating the trade unions and
therefore the employved workers
in the factori¢s, Only the unem-
ployed followed the Communist
Party. '

On the streets and in the ac-
ticns against the Erown Shirls,
the movement was divided as
with a Knife. The soclal demo-
cratic workera ware called upon
ta guit thelr organizations amd
jodn a “red united fromt from
below.” (Dimitrov now revives
this slogan.) Maturally they did
nothing of the kind although
they would have eagerly. enter-
ed a common front that respect-
ed their organizations.

Then, as if deliberately intepd-
ed to eénhance the distrust and
suspicion of soclal democratic

ghip, the SBtalinist gang joined
with the fascists in 1931 in Prus-
sia in what came to e known as
the infamous “red referendum'
to oust the s=social demoeratic
Prussian government.

While the PFascists grew In
and in boldneas, the
Etalinists continued to play into
their hands by Cheir divisive tac-
tics of "Social fascism.” The So-
clal Democratic leaders could
hamstring the struggle of the
workers against fascigm by cit-
ing the record of the Commufi-
igf8, And the resord was rotien.
In the Reichstag, Remmele, the
Commundst fraction leader,
made his notorious speech: “We
are not alrald of the fascist gen-
tlemen, They will shoot their
bolt quicker than any other gov-
eriment.” Let the fascist take
power, we will come next! This
was how the loud “revolutions=
ary” line of Stalin worked out in
practice.

Digoriented by the tactics of
Stalinism, the workers remained
passive and guiescent in face of
the fascist threat. Hitler's Brown
Shirta grew in atrength, unmo-
lested, like a spowball rolling
downhill. They beécame more ar-
rogant, more ruthless. Tntll omn
a fateful day in January 1833,
Hindenburg—the hero of the so-
cial demperate—called Hitlbr to
the chancellery.

The Fascists had arrived. This
was the last chance for the
‘revolutionary” action the Stal-
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WORKERS'’ Fonum

SLONG LIVE TROTSEY,"
SAIDN GEREMAN WOHHERS
Dear comrade:

There iz a typographical error
on the front page of the Novem-
ber 3rd isaue of the Socialist Ap-
pend (Val. IIT Mo, B4} which
could have palitical significance,

Im the story, “The Flame of
Revolution Still Burng in Ger-
many,” which quotes the Sept. 24
report of the Berlin correspondent
of the Paris Temps as to the un-
derground revolutlonary activity
current in the blacked-out cities
of Germany, the red-bordered
placard found by the INazi polics
on numerocus walls in the old
Communist sections of Berlin is
guoted by the Sociallst Appeal as
reading: “Down with Hitler and
Stalin!"

The slogan as reported by the
Parle Temps actually read:
“Dorwn with Hitler and Stalin!
Long Live Trotsky!"

As the readers of the Socinllst
Appead will readily grasp, thers
iz more than a slight difference
in the two slopans,

Comradely,
JOSEPH HANSEN
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POLISH EX-STALINISTS
CONTINUE PREVIOUS LINE
Editor:

It ia terribly sad to see the
Polish - American worlers, who
followed Stalin's American ag-
ents until the invasion of Poaland,
flee from Staliniam  directly to
capitalizt reaction. Instead of
calling on the proletariet to
bring about the international
revolution, which would bring
federated soclalist republics in
Europe, among them the Social-
ist Republic of Poland, they are
erying: Bevenge on Staln, sup-
port the Allles, no clasa struggle
now, we want to build & strong
Folish State, and after that we
shall talk about class siruggle.

We heard these ldentical words
after the last World War. Marsh-
al Pulsudakl talked like that.
Hungry for the independence of
their nation, the Polish masses
baelieved him.

Poland is s poor country. Owver
Blorof its population eked out o
living fromn primitive agrioul-
ture, To make the story short,
the whole burden of building a
great  military  machine was
thrown on the shoulders of the
agricultural and industrial pro-
letarint, over whom thers nuled &
semi - dietatorship of clergy,
landed aristocracy and police,
And at the end of thiz road .
the domination of Poland b;.r Hlt.-
ler,

The Polish army uﬂ’n-:cra are
now imprisoned in Rumanla.
The French and British imper-
ialists dem't want them freed,
for the Polish army officera, if
at MNberty, might exposze the
treacherous failure of the Anglio-
French ta fulfill their promisces
te Poland, ‘The Angle-French
are spreading false rumors about
the imprisoned Polish officials,
and have organized a puppet
Polish government fn Paris,
Bome eighty millions of Polish
gold were transported before the
collapse and are in the hands of
the British and French govern-
ments, Those imprizoned cannot
defend themselves, so the imper-
inlists = and their reactionary,
clerical agents have an casy job
of it

It s not my intention to de-
fend the Polizh army officers, but
even they are not reactionary
enough
Certainly, when workers pglve
help to the* Polish “government'
in Parls, they are not promoting
the cause of the labor movement.
Yet that i3 just what the ex-
Slalinists are doing. The degen-
erate top agents of the Kremlin
—Browder, Foster, Radwanski,
Gebert, Kowalski, ¢tc.—ao pois-
oned the minds orf these workers
that they cannot distingulsh
right from wrong, a bourgeols
interest from the interests of the
working class. When Listing the
crimes of the Stalinists, this one
should not be forgotten.

B, Dzienglelewskl

Dickinson City, Pa.

Bundle payments for the So-
cialist Appeal have been alow in
recent weeka with several of the
large cities, It is imperative that
the wvarious agents and Party
units proeesd very quickly to
make substantial payments on
thelr bundle accounts, or the So-
clallst Appeal witl find itself in o
mosat ditficult and acute situation.

The Management has exercised
unusual lenictey with several of
the delinguent accounts on these
maltera, but & public admonition

iz hereby given that, unless pay-
, ments
‘those delinguent accounts, their

are forthcoming from

bundies will be eut off. The units
need not be named here, sinee
they hawve been advised by madl
of the situation.

The Philadelphia organization
iz now making apecial efforts for
Sociallst Appeal circulation and
to liguidate its billa.

The Flint Branch, F. Dart,
Agent, has moved nleely recently
in eirculating the paper, and now
tinat several of its members are
employed agaln, expects to be
able to increase the eclreulation.

The Los Angeles organization
recently cut its bundle order, but
ncvertheless improvement can be
régistered, “because bolh the cir-
culation of the Socialist Appeal
and The New International are
now on 8 much sounder and sur-

ar basis, -

Minneapolis and St Paul are
making another drive to obtain
now subseriptions and renewals,
realizing that building the circu-
lution of the press 1s & most im-
portant task at the present time,

In Youngstown, Socialist Ap-
penl sales recently have not been
so good, largely because, the com-
rades write, the headlines in the
recent issues dealt with problems
in local areas. However, Comrade

inists had prated so loudly about,
Hoon the fascisls would ride over
the skulls and hones of the
Goerman workers, Bot the Btalin-
ists lifted not a finger of resist-
ance! The lenders had their pass-
ports. The workers were aban-
dotied to the fate of concentra-
tion camps. The Communist Par-
ty collapged like a house of
cards,

The ecold fact was that Stalin
had helped Hitler to power. As
Tratsky put it: “Stalin held the
stirrup for Hitler to mount the
white horge.'

Mow the medicine man ia back
again with the same kind of
poigon- in hiz bottle. Yesterdmy's
poison with a revolutionary label
on the bottle gave the German
workers the worst reactlon his-
tory has ever koown. Today's
poison, label the same, will give

the workers, if they swallow it
repction on o world scale.

Dawes writes that they will still
be able to dispose of Ltheir order
of 1.

The Chicagoe organization is
following up all contacts for con-
tributions o the press,

The recently orpanized Ann
Arbor umit has placed an opder
for 20 copies regularly of the pa-
per,

The Columbug unit of the Y.P.
85.L. is now making renewed of-
forts for the magaszine and the
Soclalist Appeal and hopes to as-
sist in improving the precarious
pogition of the press,

Subseriptions were slow in re-
cent days, 16 new subseriptions
having reached the New York of-
fice and 7 reoewals as follows:

3

New newnal

MNew York Qity ... 4 -—
Mew Haven ....... 2 1
Minneapolis ....... 1 2
Los Angeles ..., .. Z _—
Chicago .......... 1 —_—
Cleveland ..... R R—
Glea Ellyn, Oi...... 1 —
Wellesley, Mass.. ... 1 —_—
Rochester ......... 1 —_
Evanaville ........ 1 —
Houston .......... 1 -—
Ann Arbor ........ 1
St Louls .....0.00.. 1
Pittaburg ......... 1
St Paul .......... 1

Total ......... 16 T

In New York City, particularly
in the Bronx, the comrades are
confident of increasing the elrei-
lution of the Socialist Appeal. Tha
membership of the Bronx Branch
all entered very actively into the
recent  alection campaign  for
eouneilman and disteibuted and
sold the paper widely, The wvobe
for Max Zhachiman for counecil-
man g indicative of thelr efforts,
and the comrades are very confl-
dent of being able to  follow
through on the election resulta

and obtain many readers for our

preas. .
1939 Bound Yolumes
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SOCIALIST APPEAL
now ready!

($2.00—inoluding postage)
SPECIAL!
1938 Bound Volume

NOW ONLY SLM .

ORDER NOW FROM:

Socialist Appeal

118 UNIVERSITY FLACE
New York City, N. Y.
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for the Anglo-French.
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