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Twenty-two years ago this month—it was October by the
old Russian calendar—the workers and peasants in the Czar’s]
former empire rose, arms_in hand, and put an end to the,
bloody war. The guns put into their hands to fight the external
enemy, the masses turned on the enemy at home.

The Russian Bolsheviks showed by example that it is en-
tirely possible for the millions of suffering men and women
who daily are herded for bestial exploitation into factories
and mines and mills and fields—and battlefields—to take their

fate into their own hands.

This great lesson of the Russian Revolution is mare alive
in the minds and hearts of mankind today than ever before.

It is the specter that haunts the oppressors. It is the hope that

animates the oppressed.

October Is Still Our Guiding Star

The living example of the

erased from the memory of the toiling masses—not by the
defeats sustained by the revolutionaries nor by the victories ot
capitalist reaction in the intervening years.

For the passage of years has demonstrated still further that
the victories of capitalist reaction are altogether hollow. Cap-
italism itself is no longer viable. It is torn up and devoured by

its own contradictions. It can

peace to anyone. Crises and wars, the slow starvation of un-
employment or the sudden death of the battlefield—these are
the only alternativse cap:tahsm offers mankind. The tempo-
rary defeats that the armies of capitalism have administered
%o the revolutionaries have only succeeded in pn:ﬂﬂnging the

death agomies of capitalism.

The Fight Against Turncoats

The counter-revolutionary policy of the Kremlin clique has,
to be sure, dealt heavy blows against the international work-

October revolution cannot be

no onger assure security and

ing class. In seeking to preserve its own parasitic privileges,
the Stalinist bureaucracy has been of the greatest help to the
(Continued on Fage Z)

Behind the Lines

e Constantin Smetaning the new
EBoviet ambassador to Japan, has
arrived in Tokyo, He 18 expected
Iri the nearcst future to open ne-
gotlations with the Japaness gov-
ermmnents parallsl to talks already
going on in Moscow betwein Mol-
stoffl and the Japaness covaoy
there,

In Tokyo all the newspapers
that reflect the wviews of the Jap-
ancge army command are de-
manding more and more insist-
sotly that Japan take the road
of an accord with Russia rather
thak with the United States.

It has gone so far that Yoml-
uri Shimbun—aone of the most in-
fluential Tokyo dailies—already
boasts that Russia will be the
firat nation after Japan to extend
recognition to the projected pup-
pet central government in China
to be headed by the renegade

* Wang Ching-wei,

Capt. Alexander Howvalew, the
Boviet military attache in Tokyo,
was quoted by the Domel News
Agency as declaring In an inter-
view that “in so far as Chinn s
concarned, thers is no reason for
dispute between Russla and Jap-
an." He was also stated to have
warned Japan against falling for
Anglo-American propaganda “de-
signed to drive o wedge between
Japan and the Soviet Unlon,” He
milded, finally, that Smetanin
might soon meet at some wndis-
cloged place with Panuchkine,
the recently-arrived Emr'lal;- -
bassador to Chinms.

Theé Yomiurd Shimbun said
bluntly that the Russian-Japati-
ese deal would be based upon 50=

By GEORGE STERN

viet abandonment of ald to the
Chiang Kai-shek government and
Japanese nop-interference wilh
the Soviet “sphers of influencs™
in west and northwest China.
That region would be made the
starting point, the paper added,
for a Russian drive toward India.

This program, or something
very much like it, now has the
open approval of the Japanese
militarists. Amother 180 degrec
turn to amazé the historians of
this twisted eral

Not that the Japaness militar-
ista have abandoned thelr funda-
mental hostllity to Rosala! Not
by o lomg shot. They have either
actually concluded that a deal
with Stalin would be more profit-
able rght now than a deal with
Eritaln and the U.S.—or glse thoy
are trying to ralse the Anglo-
Amerienn anta,

Tha iasue In the Pacific may be
forced sconer than many expect.
Tnvalvement of the Netherlpnds
in the war would ralse at once
for Japan the question of the rich
Metherlands Fagt Indies at a time
when Eritish paval forees in
those waters are totally incapable
gf dealing with Japan. It has long
been assumed that the U8, MNavy
has been assigned the task of po-
leing the Pacific in precisely such
an eventuality.

But it is obvious that it would
b more expedient to avold con-
fiet with Japan at this juncture
—if omly the Japanese Price doea
not come oo high. That i3 what
hes wyel o be determined. And
until it is, the Rusas-Japaneose
rapprochment will bang Are.

 Whither Soviet Russia?

The Meaning of Stalin’s Role in the European War

Wednesday Evemng, Nove.mber 15¢

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1939

The War Deal

step on the rond to

tlon of the unione when the war starts,
But at the AF. of L. and C.LO. conventlons they endorsed Roosevelt's falos mtﬂ"h" program, the first
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Labor Offered Nothing,
Stays Away from Polls

In National Elections

Carlr

GOVERNMENT WITNESS ADMITS
COACHING BY G-
OF MINNEAPOLIS WPA STRIKERS

MEN IN TRIAL

Confirms Charge of

Defense That Federal

Agents Are Behind Frame Up — Sentencing
Of 8 Convicted in First Trials Deferred

“T  just merely rehearsed—I
meann, just went over my testl-
mony with Noonan and J4. H.
Rica" — two operatives of the
Foderal Burean of Investlgation.

Finn's admission caused o buzrz
in the courtroom. But It merely
provided official confirmation of
the fact, already known to the
labor movement, that the perse-
cution of the WPA workers for
thelr participation in the nation-
wida WEPA strike last summer
was being enginesred direct from
Attorney General Murphy's office
in Washington, The G-men are in
his department,

Apents-Froyvocateurs

Last July, during the strike, It
was disgcoveresd that the FEI had
planted Ge-men, disguised as
strikers, among the pickets, and
that these G-men had beéen pres-
ent when police, on July 14, fired
on plckets, killing one and wound-
ing a score of others.

The 25 workers now on trial
were on that picket line at the
WFA sewing project, and are be-
ing tried, ' presumably, for hav-
ing dedged the bulleta.

Unwittingly the government
has itself testified to the wide-
spread strike sentiment smong
the 1100 worlers on the sewing
project. Only a handful of them
reported to work during the week
of the astrike. despite all the
strikebreaking threats made by
Roosevelt, Murphy, Governor

Stasgen, Mayor Leach, ete.

with anyone?" Finn answered: &

{apecicl fo the Hocialisl Appeal)

MINNEAPOLIS, Nov, 8—The high-light of the first ten days of
testimony in the third trial of WEFA workers came suddenly Tuesday
morning, when Police Sergeant John J. Finn blurted out the fact
that he had boen coached in his testimony by G=men.

Flustered on the stand under the probing of defense attorneys,
Finn had ahot at him the question: “IMd you discoss your testimony |

FIRST RETURNS
INDICATE LARGE
VOTE FOR S.W.P.

Election results in the New
¥ork Oty contest for the
Counecil 'are still unknown. It
will be several days before the
count {s finished. First re-
turns, however, Indicate =a
large anti-war wvole, In par-
tial returns from the Bronx,
Max Shachtman, WP can-
didate, has already polled well
over one thousand voles As
soon as the complete figures
are available, the Socialst
Appeal will publish the full
vote recelved by Max Shacht-
man, as well ag the write-in
vote recelved by George L.
Paine in Manhattan,

CIGAR STRIKERS

SPIKE SCABBY

'BACK TO WORK" MOVEMENT

{Hpecial to the Bocloilet Appeai)

ALLENTOWHN, Pa., Nov. 10—
The strike of more than 650
workers of the General Cigar
Co. continued in full swing this

(Continued on Page §)

week despite the frantic efforis
of the factory owners to start .a
“back to work" movement,

Since the 100 per cent walkout
which was called several wecks
ago by the Cigar Makers Inter-
national Union, Local 81, picket
lines have managed to curtail
production. Frantic efforts of the
bosses to bhire scabs were met
with defeat.

My, Joszephs, superintendent of
the factory to sce what they
could do to supply workers for
production. Josephs told them to
uge whatever means they want-
#d and the stooges have been
working in the union to start a
“back to work™ movement. Their
first ehady manegver was to send
out a posteard to the member-
ahip pinning a false statement on
the umion president, Louls Se-
getl, saying that the president
was for an end to the strike,

The strikers called a show-
down on Wednesday night, and
by a three to one vote they de-
cided to remain out until vietory

-~ MASS MEETING

is won, The “scabs” in the union
werg  routed,

Jogephs alse tried to pet the
local high school superintendent
te get him 500 school girls for
work In the factory. The school
superintendent ealled up and
wrote post cards to hundreds of
students until he ran into one
girl who knew about the strike.
Bhe told him that she wouldn't
work as a scab and warned him
that many parents will bsa up
in arms agalnst him when thelr
kids bump into the picket line.
The school superintendent decid-
ed it wasn't safe for him as a
strikebreaker amd called the
whole thing off,

In the meanwhile organizers
have met with success In orgn-
nizing General Cigar Co. facto-
ries out of town—Wilkea Earre,
Perth Amboy, Hingston, Nanti-
coks, South River, and Evans-
ville, Indiana. Workers ewvery-
where are urged to aid the atrik-
ers by sending funds to the union
gecretary, Johanna Semon, 408
Allen Bt., Allentown, Pa. and to
boycott cigars made by the Gen-
eral Clpar Co, — "White Owl*
"William  Penn,” "LitHle Bob-
bies"” and "Robert Burns.”

ON THE
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I at 8 oclock

Hear the
Answer by

ARREST GROUP
ASKING RELIEF
FOR NEEDY MAN

Union Rejects “No”
Answer of Home Re-
lief Bureau

NEW YORK CITY, MNov. 10—
Charged with disorderly conduet
for demanding that David Sporn,
& B5 wyear old starving man be
placed oo the home rellefs rolla,
geven embers of the Tnemploy-
ed and Project Workers Unlon,
Local 22, were given suspended
sentences by Maglstrate Andrews
in Magistrates Court today.

After the home relief bureau
repeatedly turped down Bporn's
request for food and rent, & com-
mittee from the unemployed un-
fon went to the burcau officials,
They explained that the man was
suffering from & heart allment,
that he hed nothing to cat, no-
where to sleep, and needed atten-
tion immediately. The bureau of-
fielals refused to listen to the
LB

The unlon refused the flat
angwer of the relief administra-
tion, They demanded the Sporn
case e heard The angwer of the
home relief bureay was arrest for
the unlon committee., The fArat
arreats in the case brought jall
sentences for the union commit-
tee,

Eut the man received no food.
The next day one of the local un-
lon members saw Sporn search-
ing through the neighborhood
garbage cans. Approached by the|
upion member, Sporn admitted
ashamedly that he was trying to|
find a bite to eat.

Again the unlon commities
went to the home relief Buresai.
A conference with the adminig-

(Continued on Page 3)

No Collusion with the War Department!

On the eve of the AF. of L. and CLO. conventlons, ﬂulutnn: Secretary of War Johnson's linlson offi-
cers confidentially showed the AF. of L. and CLO. leaders the M-Day plans, =
Behind closed doors, the labor leaders protested—Iin valn—for the: u -Day plmu mean virtual extine-

Let the AJF, of L. and C.LO. members know what the government officers sald behind those clossd doors!
No secreét diplomacy between the government and labor officialst
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THREE (3) CENTS

Yote ‘bﬁ'ith Feet as Boss Politicians Avoid
Issues of War and Jobs—Results Indicate
Advance of Reactionary Forces

Tuesday's election results

v (1) The apathy and lack of interest shown by vast sec-

tions of the electorate;

(2) The petering out and even collapse of nearly all the
and reform movements, together
with the resurgence of the local machines;

{3) The continuing advance of conservative and reac-
tionary forces, though as yet still in a cumparativei:,r cautious

local “good government”

manner.

Low as were the registration figures this year cumpa red to
the preceding six or seven years, millions even of the regis-
tered voters did not bother to go to the polls.

All indications suggest that it was particulatly the unem-

ployed and the workers whoShegww in California, the largest

stayed away.

A drop in the total number
of voters is to be expected in
those years when posts in the
Federal government are not at
stake. Nevertheless this is not
sufficient to explain the size of
the decline this year,

Avald Maln Tesues
The reason la undoubtedly to

be found in the fact that many
milliona of persons realized that

o"|the chief problems concerning

them recelved n#no  expression
whatever In the contests, The un-
employed and the bulk of the
workers are occupled above all
with two gquestlons: the war, and
joba, On the whole, the political
parties bent every affort toward
keeping these two paramodnt is-
sues out of thelr campaignsg, Con-
sequently, milllons of volers felt
that they had nothing much at
stake, and showed thelr attitude
by keeping away from the polls.

In Callfornia and Ohlo, in con-
trast to the rest of the country,
the problem of jobs and a decent
living entered the elections
through the appearance of pen-
gion plan referendums on the bal-
lot. In these two states, as A re-
qult,

the voling was extremely )

showed three chief features:

on record.

Nearly all the “good govern-
ment"” and fusion groups, which
only a few years Bg0 Wérd CAp-
turing the popular imagination,
made a feeble showing. They fell
like ten-pina before the well-oiled
machines,

Tammany Swesp

In New York City, Tammany,
pronounced dead two Years ago
by all the “civic leaders," made a
cléan sweep, Every single candi-
date favored by the gilded lily of
clvie wirtee, Mayor LaGuardia,
wis defeated,

In Philadelphia, the old-line Re-
publican machine ousted the New
Dealish mayor. In Tennessde Boss
Crump guided his ship safely to
port, as did the Helly-Nash boya
in Chicago. S0 it was in every
important eity.

In Reading, Pennsylvania, the
Soclal-Democ¢rats, who are simply
GQuaker State LaGuardias, wers
ralieved by the Republicans of
the comfortable offlces which
they have been so happy to hold
thess mAany Years.

This humiliating end of “good
government™ 18 In its own way &
recognition by the people of what
o fraud these movements really
are., Advertlsed as the solution
for the llls of society, they show

(Continned on Page )

The Anniversary of the Russian Revolution

plete freedom of action?"” etc.

ishing dialogue!

“But,” Coulondre objects,

Right of Revolutionary Optimiém

By LEON TROTSKY

In the weekly of the well-known newspaper Faris-Soir of August 31, 1939, an ex-
tremely instructive conversation is reported between the French ambassador Coulondre and
Hitler on August 25, at the time of their last interview. { The source of the information is
undoubtedly Coulondre himself.) Hitler sputters, boasts of the pact which he concluded with
Stalin (“a realistic pact”) and “regrets” that German and French blood will be spilled.
2 “Stalin displayed great double-dealing. The real victor (in
case of war) will be Trotsky. Have you thought this over?”

“I know,” Der Fuehrer responds, “but why did France and Britain give Poland com-

These gentlemen like to give a pr:rsnnal name to the spectre of revolution. But this of
course 1 not the essence of this dramatic conversation, at the very moment when diplomatic
relations were ruptured. “War will inevitably provoke revolution™; the representative of im-
perialist democracy, himself chilled to the marrow, frightens his adversary.

“I know,"” Hitler responds, as if it were a question decided long ago. “I know." Aston-

Both of them, Coulondre and Hitler, represent the barbarism which advances over Eur-
ope. At the same time neither of them doubt that their barbarism will be conquered by socialist
revolution. Such is now the awareness of thé ruling classes of all the capitalist coun-
tries of the world. Their complete demoralization is one of the most important elements in
the relation of class forces. The proletariat has a young and still weak revolutionary leader-
ship. But the leadership of the bourgeoisie rots on its feet. At the very outset of the war which
they could not avert, these gentlemen are convinced in advance of the collapse of their regime.
This fact alone must be for us the source of invineible revolutionary optimism !

22nd ANNIVERSARY

Formerly National Organizer, F.5.U.

IRVING PLAZA, ™

ING PLACE

at 15th Street

OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

Sarah Rice anqJ. P. Cannon

National Secretary, S.W.P.
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