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CLARIME WITH A WHITE sKIN UCAM
Nikl EMANCIPATE TTSELF WIHEHRS
LABODEKE WITH A BLAUVK 3SKIN I

TH E BEANDED —KAKL MAKX.
NEGRO QUESTION

By J. R. JOHNSON
Industry and the Negro

Then came the Civil War., Every Negro should know by now
why the Civil War took place. The capitalisia and thelr aliles of
the Morth were fighting for contrel of American economy and of
the Federal Government. The Houthern slave-owners wanted to
ma ntain that control, Every new State added to the union meant
more representatives and more pewer to one gside or to the other. Tf
a new state was a slave-state then the slave-cwners gainid more
power at Washington. If the new state was a stale based om freo
lator, then Linceln and the Northern capitalists goained more power.
So that for years there was always a quarrel whenaver a new
gtate was to be added to the Union. .

But the slave_owners were in a jam, not only politicaly but
economicady as well, To make profits at all they had to have new
land. The huge plantalions and their wastelul methods of cultiva-
tion exhausted the soil and periocically they had to extend tha ter-
r.Lory they controlled. 8o that when the Morth said, “No more pew
ga.¢ Eta.es™ the slave ownera repacd, “If wa do nat get new Ler-
ritory our economy will collapse.” And the next thing was the Clvil
War. _ .
Lincoln world never have fought to free the slaves. He didn'L
inteni to free staves at all, But he found that he could mot wfn
gnless he pulled the slaves powerfully over to his side. This he cou.d
dec.svely do only by ceclanng the acolit.on of slavery.

" International Labor Aided Emancipation

-rhere was also another powerful current sweeping Loncoln on to-
ward the abalition of s.avery in America. When the Civil War be-
gan, the British ruling class wanted to intervene on the side of the
. Bouthern s.dve owners, But the British working class, tock the glde
of Lincoln, Led chiefly by Karl Marx, they maintained a powerful
ag.tatlon in Britaln, mass meelings, prolesia to Parliament, E_.nﬂ
open letters of support to Abraham Lincoln, gte, ‘The Erlt;u!g ruling
ciags used to point to the fact that the North was not fighting any
war to abolish slavery, for Lincoln hirmself had gald so. Bul one n-f.
the strongest weapons in the wdrking class and-war agitation in
Eritain was this very argument, that the war of the MNorth was &
Wi, 10F acolit.on. Lncom, thereioie, for the sake of h.s vauable
working ¢.ass allies .n Greal urilam, was furder driven Lo dec.ars
the abolition of slavery in America. A Negro, therefore, who
really trying to get at the root of the Negro position today, ‘::anmt
help drawing the following conclusions: “The acstunl guesilon of
color had very little to do w.th the ab2lition of slavery In Amerlca.
Fowerful econom.e and political forces were at work in America.
The miitary assistance taat the Negroes could give played a greal
part. And, finaly, the inlernational working class movemnt, in this
cnss the British working ciass in particular, played a great part in
Negro emancipation.”

From this, such & Negro worker would ke justified in thinkiny
that if color played so Hitlx part in that great event it 13 not al ail
unl kely that in the great events of today, color and race, Wh.b!:h in
everyday affairs seem bo CCCUpy EO large a place, will 11_1 realicy at
the dacigive moment, prove as unimportant as they did in the Clwvil
War,

Negroes Enter the Factories

Liow does that epply in recent history? The biggest event that
has taken place in the history of the American Negroes s noe the
Civil War is the great migration of millions of Merroes from the
Zouth to the North that began in 1915. Between 1915 and 1923,
1,200,000 MNegroes came from the South to the North, The Negre
gained a place for humself in industry. Now, ten thousand workers
1. a factory have infinitely mere capacity to struggle for hetter
wages, better liv.ng conditions, and an extension of their democratic
rights than fifty thousand {armers scattered over the countryside
Thus the entry of millions of Negro woarkers Into indistry, part.l.v:u:
larly in the North, marked a decsive stage in the development of
the American Negro. But how did it happen? Was Lt because the
white employers had listened to some preachers and had beén con-
verted to the view that Negroea should have a better chance in life®
Mothing of the sort.

What héppened was that Northeérn Industry was faced with &
tremendous opportunity for expansion due to the war. At the sams
fime the stream of immigrants from Europe was cut short, because
thstead of workipg or coming to America to work these Germans,
Austriang, Italians, and others had to spend their time and strength
massacring each other for the profits of their imperialiat masters
Our Ameriean capitalists, therefore, not only took Negroes into the'r
factorfes but send hundreds of agents into the E;uth un:ﬁng ;I!;Ifu.

a free passage into the North and promising them a happy hie.
%?thm bc-pulgntlnn of New York rose from 951,000 in 1910 to 327,

in 1030, while over the same perlod the Negro population of
ﬁmﬁ rogé from 5,700 to 120,000. This meant millions of dollars
more in the pockets of Negro wage earners. Negroes were able to
get much better education and opportunities for development, Ne-
groes living in cities were better able to organize and fight for socinl
and political equality. To serve thé needs of these Negroes a greater
number of Negro doctors, teachers, and other professional men was
needed,

Of course we know that the Negroes stll continue to suffer
under heavy discrimination. But the fact remains that this migration
and opportunity to enter into industry was a great step forward.
And it had nothing to do with color. A great economile and social
change was taking place in the country as a whole; great numbers
ol Megroes were swept along by it, and thus had an opportunity (o
improve their positlon.

The Next Step Forward

What was the next great step forward of the Negroea? It came
in 1637 with the organization of the CIO. Here again we see thal
the decisive factor was not the question of race but the question of
economic and secial and political change, affecting American society
a8 & whole. Up to 1837 the American Fedsration of Labor, repre-
genting on the whole the more privi.eged sections of the Amerlcan
working class, kept Negroes out of its ranks But with the great
crisls of 1929, American labor entered into a new phase of exialence.
Cme of the most important results of this shake-up was the organ-
{zation of all workers in industrial unlons, particularly the semi-
skilled and the unskilled, The CIO was essentially the organization
of the peorer types of workers. But the CIO organizers found that
if they were to organize the workers in an Ipdustry as a whole they
could not leave out the MNegroes. In the packimg-houses in Chicago
and elsewhere the employera had dellberately brought Negroes into
industry in order to use them against the white workers. Obviously
theae new CIO unions, to win their battles, had to have the Negroes
in. And today, 1939, we can see hundreds of thousands of Negroes
in the mew unlons, firmly knit with the white workers and gaining
many of the great advantages that come to all workers who carcy
on militant struggles in workers' organizations. This does not mean
that prejudice and discrimination have been wiped away, even in
the best of the new unlons, But it means that a greal step forward
has been made. And here again the decisive factor was nob color.

On the Eve of Great Upheavals

It may seem to an individual Negro that it is the color of his
skin that is making all the difference. But this is true only to a lim-
ited extent. From an examination of history it can be stated with
contidence that the Negroes a8 a whole, millions of them, have made
strides forward owing to great economie, soctal, and poiltical
changes which were powerful enough to sweep aside the barriera
o1 calor. And this should teach us a great lesson for the future,

All human society today stands at the crossroads. Europe is
plunged inte a great war. In the Far East, Japan and China have
been fighting for two years. America is visibly preparing to enter

to the war. What is the cause of all th's universal confusion? The
cause is one thing and one thing only: the bankruptey of the cap-
&ystem. There aré in America today over thirty milllon pecple
g in the midst of pleaty. The capitilist syslem can po longer
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" SOCIALIST APPEAL

AN INTERVIEW WITH A COMRADE

PART OF THE

CEYLONESE MASSES WAN: NO

BOSSES' WAR

A comrade from the jsland of
Ceylon representing the Ceylon-
:5e Soclalist Party which is con-
juct ng & struggle for the inde-
pendence of their country from
the Eritish imperialists had the
olow.ny to say when intorview-
sd by the Sociplist Appeal:

Ceylon's 6,000,000 workers and
peasants are absolutely opposed
o giving any sort of support too
sngland in the present Imper-
inl.st war. The reason for this
is simple.

ome Imperintist blac as against
the other. Our policy is the pol-
icy of internationalism—that is,
the workers of every country
muat act ihdependently of their
rulers and oppressora.  They
must fight for their own free-
dom and for socialism.

“It iz our Eelief that the colo-
nlal peoples will te the first ta
raige the banner of révolt againat
this imperialist war. When that
time comes we know that class
conscions American worlkers will

e of real aid to us in assur.ng
our vietory. From what I have
ocbserved in Amerlea, the 3icial-
St Workers Party is the only
anti-wear,  revolutionary  pas
chat is preparing to lead the
workers to social.sm,. We Sovial-
hs and revolution'sts of Ceylon
wish to extend our frateena

“This war is not being fought
for democracy. This war s
fought for who shall have the
privdege of standing on our
weks and exploiting our people
—eylon, one of the colonies of
he British and French Empires,
s a bone over which ths imper-
alist dogs are ighting. The peo-

Stalin’s Fake ‘Left Turn’ Mas
Reactionary Foreign Policy

{Contlnued fromm Page 1)

it stood prior to Aug. 23, except that the place then ocoupled by
England and France is now taken by Germany. Then Germany was
the “aggressor”, now Engiand and France are the “aggressors™!
Then Lhe “peace-loving™ powers were England and France, now
Hitler is the peace-lover!

The same falss methodolopy of making a fundamental diastine-
tion betwecn the two imperialist camps is used today as before
Aug. 23, only the distinct:on is now made in favor of Hitler,

Molotoff and Dimitrov Whitewash Hitler
Molotofi*s Oct. 31 speech cofficially indicated the new lime.
“Today, as far as the European great powers are conzarned,
Germany i3 In the position of a State that is striving for the
enraesl sermmnation of the war and [or poace, while Brilain
and Fraopce, which bul yesterday were decla.ming against ag-
gression, are in favor of conlinu.ng the war ani are opposed
t othe concius.on of peace. The roles, as you see, are chanz-
ing." (Daady Worker, Now. 1), .
This estimate recelved its fuil-dress formulation by Dimitrov,
two deys later. He develcped a * theory” of “two s.ages” in the war.

ole of the colon'es will have| Jreetinga.”

wthing to do with either gang.

“In the fArs: stage”, Hitler was the aggressor. "Now, on the other

“Whatever democrat'c libes
Jdes we had won during the
sourse of the last three and a
aalf years were being smashe
i the British “democrats” who
[eared the tremendous growth of
aur lberation movement, The
Epnglish have organized an {lle-
¥al terrorist militia which they
are bheglaning to employ aza nst
the wrorkers' and peasants' un
loms  throughout Ceylon. ‘The
British-appointed Governor Gen
sral has suspended the constitu-
tion and now governs by military
decres, In the fashion of Hitler.

“If the 3 mhelase people were
ible to express themselves by
aeans of a demolratie vola 80-
0 percent would vote to break
mway from the British Empire
which they fee' ig. stranglin-
hem. But since this right is not
“iven to them they must employ

ther means to obtain their free-
ams- AT TR TR ing of the Maritime Commission

“and thia is whEI‘E thE wn.rh Fink Halls on the East condt, A

or ey weelks of lom:sly piekot ne
f Party, the 1 - "
]EIZ u;:rwarcg'm’réﬂ jfegignniaiigj'-. ‘ml then the officialdom decided

nitely opposed to the Second that even such activitea werc
fﬂﬂ‘.‘ii! I}];i;nehcfatiﬂ} Tatay=n 1l ~a. | 40 rauch of an embarrassment
1 which endorses the war aims Iiiﬂrli the War Deal Administra-
of the Allled imperialisis. Like- a : -
vise, we denoun e the policy of Witness mf‘t peculiar and sup-
il which 1z for the ﬂl:fﬂ:n'ae of Uﬂ,.'g the main umphaa-‘ls on "secs-
ncary” plecketing at such im-
1 portant centers as gasoline sta-
[l 1 durtng the recent Tanker
| str.ke.  Also the “practical”
Pstrike tactie of allow.ng union
orews to sail wesszels that were
|:mh':g the “hot oil" loaded from

Of Winning

By SIDNEY MODRE
(Contlnped from Lost Issue)
there ig at present a sharp

-isproportion between the work-
ng conditions, the economic
standards of the maritims work-
ing clags and their organized
power, their will to struggle for
;itch conerete demands and thelr.
Jnswerving m.litansy. Astually
i frightened anl conservativc
Hhcialdom is resting like & des
weizht upno the power and re-
wur.es of the seamen.
W.ness the noa-struggls’
Lattle put up against the open

PHILADELPHIA

AMATEUR NIGHT
& MUSICALE |J:ﬂ$':$:uﬂh:h?rmﬁ:$t caliber

Talented or Not, Be Sure || 2f the present officialdom by how
To Come—~A Good Time T8 ||| quickly they bowed when the
Prom std, and Loads of Fun Maritime Commission barked

and threw them a4 bone for .a
November 12, 1939 ||| ‘war-tonus" in the form of a 25
AT & P.M,

percent increase in wages. An
1917 W. ERIE AVENUE

agreament that settled nothing
but only increased the resent-
ment of the rank and file and
the belliperemce of the admiinis-
Lration-shipowners union-busting
allance, )
Shifting the Blame
Aa always, whenever a battle
is lost, the officlaldom blames it

-

HARLEM
HOUSEWARMING

upen  the "ﬂmi-undern‘!:a'.nﬂlng"

TO CELEBRATE and “backward” membership.
OFPENING There is® scon coming the day

OF HARLEM BRANCH when these despleable ihfults to
HEADQUARTERS the militancy of the mamm;:mp

g will not go unanswered. Time
Sui'urd P Nﬂ'\'. l 1 H'I and time agein, thess maritime
AT B P.M. workers have demonstrated a

. wllingness “"to go down the line”

Dancing ¢ Refreshments for thelr dermands and always
. the Staliniats went dowm first

without even & Aght.

The present officialdom, trying
valnly to act as a cooclliatory
| medium  between the steamship

' owners - administration alliance

HARLEM BRANCH 5.W.P.
186 LENOX AVENUR
{Batween 119-120th SE.)
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the crisls by the last war, The post-war crises have been more dev-
astating than the pre_war ones. We are today on the éver of eco-
nomie, social, and political upheavals infinitely greater than any-
thing that took place in Amerien during the Civil War. And in thoase
upheavals color is not geoing to play any very great part. Amerlean
soclety today, as soclety in all parts of the world, faces two aller-
natives, Either the workera and the poor farmers will get together
in unions and political organizations and take over capitallst prop-
erty, establishing the socialist system. Or, on the other hand, the
capitalista will organize fascist bands,’ smash the workers' organ-
izations, and by this means ingure thelr prolits and the conlinuance
ot the caplitalist system. That is the great conflict in the world today.
It ia & conflict in which the Negro must and will play his part. In
Ameries the white workers, as has been shown in the organization
of the CIO, will in time seek the ass'stance of the Negroes against
the capitallsts as certainly as Lincoln had to scek it against the
Southern slave-owners, But whereas Lincoln and the Northern cap-
italiatas were rich and powerful and thelr Negro allies were poor,
today the Megroes and the whites are members of the same elass
For th's reason, in the course of the struggle and after it, the bar-
rlers of race prejudice will be much more easly overcome than they
were seventy-five years ago.

On the international scale the workers of Great BEritain and
France, for instance, may feel today little solidarity with Negroes
in Afrlca. But when they find themselves in deadly struggle with
British and French landlords and capitalista they will welcome the
news that the Negroes in Africa are striking at the brothers aml
sons and cousing of the BEuropean ruling ciasses, who oppress the

that the whole world 8 moving tdoay.

A Megro, therefore, who 8 turned back from a job because he
is black will not lose courags. Instead he will see in what direstion
history is moving and, by means of political activity and Indusirial
organization, he will try to assist those forces which make for
greater solidarity among workers and farmers, That is the road
along which we have to travel. It may seem slow, and it may seem
alzo that it does not answer the immediate problems of the day. But
there is no other road. And today the historleal process is not at all
slow, History is moving very fast. That is why It Ia necessary to
Efiow where we came from, wheré we are, and, infinitely more im-

solve; pOFtant, in what;direction We are MOVINE. | . .\ i

Megroes in the colondesa. It s to such great crises in human higtory

N. M. U. Bureaucrats Stand in Way

Seamen’s Real Demands

and the vuik of the rank and file
eamen has only demonsirated
these its inability to deal any
gerious blows against the pres-
c¢ot bosa offensive. This has only
served to whet the open-shop ap-
Jetites of the sh.p-owhers he
Stalinists have sucieeded in pro-
womg nothong but a .series of
etreats, compromises anl gen
znl  stallng with dizappoint-
aent the only end-resulf. O
curse, this stalllng is always
ceompanied by truculent and
litant editor.als in the Pilat

‘ntg in the main is a pleture of
he N.MU. during the last year
nd a holf of s existence,

Bosses Dnderstaond

The Losses have long since
ensed this beauracratic immo-
Ality and have brazealy launch-
A a drive apainst the wvery core
[ the mar.time workers pow-
r — the closed shop. This ex-
Haing why during the recent
Jeeks, the MNegotiating Commit-
ep of the union has found the
esslons at a stalemate with the
wpases driving for the very dis-
olution of the unlon.

The conflict bas sharpened to
juch an extent only because of
e peneral  preparation of
Amerlican industry for the new -
var, MNelther the Roopsevelt Ad-
ninlstration por the shipowners
wishes to face an organized mari-
Hme porsonnel durlng war. A
major offonsive seems about to
bégin on the waterfronts. They
are undoubtedly beartened by a
vacllating and m:n.pmm‘.mng
leadership in control of the or-
ganized scamen's ranks.

. Dpposition Program
The entirg mémbership of the
N.M.U. would instantly mobilize
if it wera glven a conoerete pro-
gram that reflects their sentl-
ments, a3 outlned above. Tha
present agreement is entirely in-
adequate In meeting the eco-
nomic neéds of the seamen. In
thiz sltuation the compromisers
must be cleaned out by a bonsa-
fide progressive oppogition.

48 nppuamzn must however
procead atrictly on the basias of
a program. It would doom Iitself
to utter fallure and sterility if
it procesded mainly on an "anti-
Stalinist” or “anti-C.P. contral”
program. The lssucés in the mari-
dAme Industry must not-be lUm-
ted to the mere ousting of &
aumber of centrally-located Stal-
‘nlst stocpes. You won't convinse

inybody that way, except per-

pposition organized along such
ines and with such a program-
aatie perapective eould sweep
he EStalinist misrulers  from
Jheir seats in no time, as proven
¥ the defeat of the Stalinist
Weinstock administration in the
New York Painters Union, Dua-
et Councsil o, 9, desp.te the
sregence in the union of a more
wwerful C.P. fraction than in
g MUMLT.
Agrees on "Truse™

- Meanwhile, another temporary
truce” has been agreed upon by
e N.M.U. leadership and the
hipowners, with the shipswners
wemanding the open shop, no
ess! It must become elear to
avery honest seaman that this
Jdespleable drive agalnst his liv-
.ng  standards and eorganized
power can only be met with a
anlitant counter-offensive.

An end to all this. cowardly
stalling! Translate the “mili-
tant” tone of the Pllot editor-
ialz and headlines into some real
Job miltancy in the field! De-
mand a clear and precise trade
union program aga.nst the boss-
¢s and their stooges in the Mard-
time Commission!

A GIFT FOR
VOROSHILOV

The German MNazi préss has
reported the followlng:

"Fileld Marshall Goering pre-
sents an Alrplang to the Rua-
sian Minister of War Voroshil-
ov." (headline)

"MOSCOW, Oct. 10 (TO)—
A German plans of the 'Fiesel-
er-Storch’ type, piloted by
meémbers of the German Alr
Corpa, landed at the local alr-
fisld. It was sent to the Soviet
Ministar of War Voroshilov as
a gift by Fleld Marshall Goer.
Imge.™

Goering will now, in all pro-
bahbil.ty, be rewarded with the
Order of Stalin.

Russian Opposition
Bulletin

The currént Issoe of the
Russlan Opposition Bulletin 1s
novw avallable at the following
ook stores In New York Clty:
Labar Boaok Shop, 118 Unlver-

wps, some minor American
Legion elements, sity Pl.; Forelgn News Depot,
The real prob’em facing the Times Bldg.; Melsel's Book

Store, 278 Grand 5t.; Bleder-
man's Book Store, Znd Ave. &
12th St.; newsstand, Srd Ave.
& l4th St, (NW). |

This 32-page Buallatln con-
tains 1% articles by Leon Trot-
sy, Including: The USSE In
War, Stalin—Agent of Hitler.
The Enlgma of the USSR, and
othors of extreme Importance.

Readers of Russian cannot
afford o miss this Izsue.

maritime workera Is to produce
% leadership that would milltant-
¥ attempt to win the economic
lemands. We do not oppose the
iresent leadership cnly because
hey are C.P. stooges, We oppose
wy trade union leadership, C.P.
ar not, only when its polic es fall
o carry through the demands of
thg rank and file majority. An

HARLEM |
EDUCATIONAL
FORUM

186 LENOX AVENUE

ANNOUNCEMENT

CELEBRATE THE ¥Znd ANNI-

. VERSARY of the RUSSIAN
Lectures Ewery ‘Thuraday REVOLUTION at the Lower
at & P.M. East Slde Anniversary Soclal.

Fefreshmenis—mugic by Stan-
ton—games—prizes apd sur-
prises. 163 Morfolk St, (1l4th
Bt. crosstown bus to Stanton
8t.). Nov. 11, 1839 Contribu-
tion—15c. ’

NOV. 16— Why -Negrocs
SBhould Oppose the War.

NOV. 23—The Negro and
the Trade Unlcns.

NOV. 30—The Heritage of
Slavery.

Prominent Speakera
Questions & Discussion

ADMISSION FREE
L

HEADQUARTERS Opening Bo-
. ciml, Joe Hill Unt Y.P.2L. in-
vites all comrades and friends
to a gala afair, Community
8Bing, Folk Danc'ng, Profes-
aslonal H‘Iﬂgﬂrﬂlﬂ-ﬂ- Bat., Nowv. “.
B:33, 4370 Broadway (1838 5L}
Washington Heighta Youth
Hr— Center, Admission 20¢.

-y | oS o TR -:l s

Ausplices: Harlem Branch,
8.W.P,
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4 he world.

hand, the imperiallsts of Britaln and France have passed over to
the offensive, have hurled their peoplés into war against Germany
« « = it I8 the British and French lmperiallsta wha have now ooma
forward as the most zealous supporters of the continuation and
further Incitement of war."

The manifesto of the Communist Inteérnational, in accordanca
with this theory of “two stages”, directs all its fire against the
demecratie imperialists and hkas oot a word of eritlclam of Hitlee!?
Having served its purpcae for six wesks, the view that al the bel-
ligerents are "egually gailty™ ls pow dropped. Now only Fraoce and
England are held to be culprits.

Comintern Struggles on Hitler's Behalf

The manifezto ealls for siruggle apainst England and France—
Mit not against Hitler. Its formulations are carefully tailored for
Jhiz purpose: ““Take a stand agalnst these wha favor continuation
of the war”—and the Comintern says that Hitler is for peace. “"MNo
mppart for the policy of the ruling cagses directed towards con-
timuation and sprégd of the imperialist slaughler. But, by obviousa
implication, support for the policy of Lhé ruling classss dirzeted

against continaation of the slaughter, i.e., support for Hitler, Such

are the key slogans of the manifesto of the Comliniern.

Erowder, applying the line to America, repeais it like o phono-
graph record. “At this moment,” he says, “the responsibility for
continulng this war lies, before:all, upon the British and French
imperialists,”

We bhave cited the seclions of the latest documents which make -

clear what the new line means: scpport of Hitler, masked as sup_
port of his “peace™ policy. However, even dressed up with the ‘|:m:|
stages” theory of Dimitrov, that line would be tJo unpa’atable a
dose for even the members of the Commun.at parties, not to speak

of the imposaibility of selling this line to the masses putalde the -

Slalinist organizations. '

Sweetening Stalin’s Peppery Dish

The line is therefore enzased in radical language such as the
Stalintern has not emplayed sinze 1933, It is offered in a casing of
talk aboul the “sozialist revolution™, the “"bankruptsy of capital-
lem", ete. This radical verblage has no olher function than to serve
a8 supar-cofting, as orbamenlation, to the decldedly bitter, utilitae-
an cove: support of H.tler in Lhe present war. ‘the radial coating
i# what the judzes call obiter dicta: words and opin'ons which are
rrelevant and separable from the practical conclusion which is enr
sodied in a judge's deciaion.

The radical s gar-coiling is, indeed, in Aagrant contradict'on to
she practical ednclasion reached. For example, Dimitrov gueles this
from Lenin: “The character of the war depe :ds not on whi at!lacked
and on whose side the “enemy’ i8,.but on which clnss is waging tha
vear, what policy is be ng continued by the goven war” If th.s very
correct guotation from Lenin were more than sugar-coating for the
document, it would be impossible for Dimitrov to go on to talk of
fwo slages, in one of which Germany was the aggressor and the
present one In which England and France are the aggressors, For
what iz Lenin saying? IHe is denylnp, repudiating, the concept of
“aggressor”; he doesn't care who attaclked. '

For this very reason, Lenin refused to make any distinction be-
tween the two warring imperialist camps. That Germany made
peace with the Soviet Unlon in March, 1918, and that a few montha
later both Austro-Hungary and Germany were seeking peace while
the Allies pressed for a victorious conmclusion—this made no differ-
ence whatsoever to Lenin in characterising both chmps a3 Imper-
lalist warring eamps, and ealling for cliss war againat both eampas.
Dimitrov has the effrontery to guote Len'n for window-dressing, all
the better to advocate a pollcy which Is the opposite of that which
Lenin advocated!

The radical sugar-coating 18 also in Aagrant contradictlon to the
truth. “The Communists™, says the manifesto, “have always fought
againet such a war. They warned the working pesple aga'n and
again that the ruling classes were preparing 4 desiructive and
bloody slaughter for hundreds of millions of people.”” Butl as late ag
Sept. 17, & few short weeks ago, the Stalinlsts, as we have seen,
were still touting this war as a war for democracy!

Why the Press Passes this Counterfeit

The radical sugar coating resembles the revolutionary polley of
Lenin just aboul as much as the commodity sold in a house of pros-
titution resembles love. The Stalinists are, nevertheless, not alone
in peddling this countetfeit as the rédl coln. ThHey are belng ably
supported in this obscené business by the capitalist preas. “Reds
urge world revolt”, says the New York Times headline, and the
other papgra differ only in being more Sensational. Why are they
3o insistent upon helping the Stalinists pass off this counterfeit?
For ong reascn only: the Stalinists are hopelessly vulnarable to re-
pression, being ldentified by the masges a8 a tool of Hitler; ths Stal-
inists are labelled revolutionaries by the capitalists, precisely in
order to assault all real revolutionaries, As the Stalin'sts made an
amalgam between revolationaries and fascistas In- order to destroy
the revolulionaries in the purges, the capitalists are maklng an
amalgam between Stalinista and revolutionaries in order to attémpt
to destroy the revolutionaries, g

A Balance Sheet of the Peoples Front

The capitdlists are everywhera on the offensive againat the rev-
clutionaries. This is a period of atark reaction, no question abaut it
shat it is such a period, the Stalln.ats have made possible as far as
iy within thelr power. In cloging thelr books for the peoples froot
period, the Stalipists are constrained to mention a'l their former
partners in crime, Browder says: *“The president and his adminlstra-
tion . . . makes use of its former prestige among the masses 1o
secure their acceptance of the program of Wall Street.” But who
provided Roozavelt with his “former” prestige? Who contributed
more zealously than the Stalinists? Who concealed his every crime
until teday? Who called his WPA slashes the work of othera, who
supporied ba “peutrality” and armament program, marshalled the
trade unionms under his banmers, ete. 7 Dimitrov says: “The Socials
Democratic, Democratic and Radical Aunkeys of the bourgeoisie are
brazenly distorting the anti-fascist slogans of the pecples fromt and
are using them to deceive the masses But the slogans are not dis-
torted, they are the slogans of the peoplea front—written by the
Stalinists during the last five years, and the Stalinists, by uniting
wilh these “flunkeys of the bourgecisie™ in the peoples front and tha
French government, gave these flunkeys a new lease on life, helped
them smash the French working class,

*The peoples front tactics pursued In recent years”, says Dim-
itrov, “helped the Bpanish, people to wage an armed struggle for
two and a half years"—and, as history testifies, doomed that strug-
gle to defeat. “It made it possible”, Dimitrov goea on, “for the pro-
letariat of Fraoce to obtan considerable soelal gaing”—whers are
the gaina? The peoples front movement, Dimitrov has the effrontery
to say, “made it posaible to postpone for a time the outbreak of the
European war." Was that the effect of the peoples front votes—
icluding the voles of the Btalinists—{for military loans to Poland,

for French armaments, for Daladier as premler? The Stalinists

change their line, but not its predominant characteristic: a ‘fabrie
of foul, brazen lies, ' b

Thanks to the Stalinists and their Soeclal-Democratic and’ bour,

| peois allies in the peoples front, the masses of BEurope werd delivs

ered bound hand and foot to the war-makers. .
Mow the Stalinists change . . . war camps. That is the only
change they make: from one imperfalist camp to the other,

The Third Camp

Against both these camps the irreconclléabls wiar of the work- .

ing class must be waged. Not In alllance with either of these campa,

but In deadly conflict against both of them, will the masses of thes

world secure thelr emancipation from war and all the other evils
of capitalism. Nelther the camp of Hitlér-Stalin nor that of Dal-

adier-Chamberinin-Roosevelt! The third camp, the camp of revolus A8
war—that is the place for the workers of

tlonary struggle against
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