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Franklin Roosevelt, War-Monger

On April 14, addressing the Governing Board of the
Pan-American Union in New York, Franklin Roosevelt,
war-monger ,warned all foreign powers to keep their hands
Hf “continental America.” In other words, Latin America
was the exclusive property of American imperialism.

On April 16, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, asked
Congress for $200,000,000 to widen the Panama Canal for
war. On July 2, the National Guard staged a big war dem-
onstration in Chicago, with tramping men, bombing planes

This Lima conference was the most potent of all the
threadbare swindles Roosevelt has been perpetrating on the
people. The largest of the Latin American countries, Brazil,
is a fascist state. So is Bolivia, So is Paraguay. In fact,
there are not more than half a dozen “democracies” in all
Latin America. But with the coming war in mind, Cordell
Hull, under Roosevelt's orders, spent wecks intriruing for
a declaration of solidarity in the name of American “dem-
ocracies.”” The end of 1938 saw Hull bringing back to his
master the lying Declaration of Lima. Hull did not state
that his hardest job at the Conference had been to stifle a
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also to “discipline” the working class movement in order to
carry on his war.

In November of 1938 the W.P.A. stood at an all-time
high. Why? Through Roosevelt's concern for workers in
the cold days of winter 7 Nonsense, Election Day is the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November and Roose-
velt wanted the workers' votes. As soon as the elections
were over, Roosevelt began a nationwide assault on labor,
attacking the democratic rizhts of the workers, and striking
at W.P.A. and relief.

Roosevelt’s Supreme Court, by its decision in the Fan-

HE WILL NOT WRITEFOR IT

IN SHARPLY WORDED STATEMENT

MEXICO CITY, Oct. 23—Leon Trotsky today refected a re-
fuest from the London Daily Herald, wide'y circulated official Organ
of the Britlsh Labor Party, for an article which, in effect, would
bave meant po siering Lhe dritish war aims in conformuty with the
policy of the Dally Herald.

The exchange of cakles between the editor of the Daly Herald
and Leon Trolsky was as follows:

“Cable Prepald
"Leon Trotsky
“Alexico

“8ix hundred word article by return cable giving your reasons
for opposing negotiations allies with Russia STOP Bernard Shaw ar-

ticle supporting Stalin wiil appear same page STOP Prepared order
fifteen pounds if published, .

"Editor, Dally Herald
“"London, Oet. 20

. : : ] . : “Cable Prepald
flying, martial music playing. resolution by the Latin American countries against, not steel case, outlawed the sit-down strike. A Philadelphia “Leon Tmt;';l:.r
On Aurust 18, Queen's University, at Kingston, Ontar- Hitler and Mussolini, but against American intervention in court gave the- Apex Hosiery Company damages of nearly “Mexico

io, conferred an honorary degree on the President. In his
speech of acceptance, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger,
pledged the armed forces of the Americas for the defense
of Canada.

Latin America on behalf of American investors. The best

that Hull could do was postpone it for five years.
Roosevelt celebrated the end of the year by announcing

on December 28 that he would build ten thousand war

three-quarters of a million dollars against the Haosjery
Workers Union. Girdler’s Republic Steel followed this
pointer by suing the C.LO, for seven and a half million
dollars of damages during the 1937 strike, including loss of

MWould welcome immediate reply if prepared cable article re-
quested last Friday or not STOP If agreeable please cable article
today at latest,

“Editor, Dally Herald
“London, Odt. 23.°

On September 25, when the German-Czechoslovakian planes. Thus ends a short summary of Roosevelt's work trade. No more deadly weapon was ever discovered by a “g';?;: ﬂ;ﬁﬁ
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erigic became acute, Franklin Roosevelt, never missing a for “democracy” and “peace” in 1938, capitalist government than this decision to penalize striking "lﬂnd:n y Herald

chance, addressed appeals for peace to Hitler and Benes. In
reality those letters were addressed to the American people,
preparing them for war, What else did Roosevelt mean by
this: “The supreme desire of the American people is to live
in peace. But in the event of a general war they face the
fact that no nation can escape the consequences of such a
world catastrophe.” Day by day he drummed war into the
ears and dangled it before the eyes of the American people.

War requires national unity. On October 15, Roosevelt
issued an appeal to business to cooperate with the govern-
ment. Above all, war requires a docile labor movement, and
one of the war-monger’s main preoccupations is to get the
C.1.O. and the AF. of L. united so that he can “discipline”
them, To the AF. of L. convention, in the fall, he wrote a
letter asking for a scttlement of their quarrel with the
C.1O.
The Lima Swindle

On Ocztober 14, the War Office announced that it had
completed ‘a survey of ten thousand factories for the pur-
pose of working out a skeleton organization to coordinate
production in war. From the factory owners, said the War
Office, it had met with a spirit of complete cooperation. No
doubt. The war is for their benefit. These gentlemen do not
go to war themselves, and they pile up enormous profits.

On October 26, Franklin Roosevelt, war-monger, said in
a radio speech that the war plans must be completely over-
hauled and accelerated. On November 13, he raised a new
sloran, “continental defense.” The land, sea, and air forees
would be brought to the level needed for action anywhere
from the Arctic Circle to Cape Horn. He would hang his
war-helmet on any peg, the higher the better. Near the end
of the year he announced his delegation to the Lima con-

Look at the Record

Naturally 1939 saw him step up the furious pace of
1938. We can only point to the highlights. A war budget of
S1319.558,000.: On January 31, he said that America’s
fronticr was “in France."” He attacked his old enemy, the
Ludlow referendum. Let the people vote on war? No, said
Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt wrote a special article in
Liberty denouncing the bill. '

He fought to remove the embargo on the sale of arms.
Today he mouths phrases about neutrality. Bur months be-
fore the war had begun in Europe, he announced thar
America would go in. Speaking at Warm Springs in Georg-
iz in the spring of 1939, he said he would go back in the
fall “if we don't have a war.” The Washington Pest inter-
preted this to mean that a new war was rapidly approach-
ing and that it was hopeless to believe that America could
keep out. In one of his press conferences, Roosevelt warm-
ly approved this editorial,

Think back for a moment, workers and farmers, and see
the pit that American imperiaiism has been dizging for you
through its agent and grave-aigger, Franklin Roosevelt.
This ncomparable har, while carrying on sham battles
with the monied interests, has in reality been doinr their
job better than they could do it themselves, {or he still has
a hittle popularity with the masses. Only space prevents us
from amplifying this terrible catalogue, but we have said
enough to show that he is the most dangerous demagoguc
who ever sat in the White House and the greatest living
menace to the peace and security of the American people.

'The Attack on the Workers

Your imperialist has to prepare his armaments and whip

workers for capitalist loss of trade. In effect it bars all
strikes. In Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Oregon the legisla-
tures. passed laws forbidding mass picketinz,

Congress cut the wages of building workers on the
W.F.A., and Roosevelt came out with the declaration,
“You can't strike against the government.” At the same
time he sought to break the spirit of the workers by slash
after slash at the W.P.A. Roosevelt proposed an appropri-
ation of $875,000,000, and Congress, in opposition pro-
posed one of $725000,000, There was a great battle,
Roosevelt supposedly for the workers and Congress against
them. But few workers (except those who received their
pink slips) noticed that Roosevelt's own figure meant driv-
ing thousands of workers into starvation. Later even these
sham fizhts were abandoned. Roosevelt's proposed appro-
priation for the W.P.A. in his April 27 budget message
was so low that no one in Congress, neither Republican nor
“Tory" Demoecrat, found it too high. The F.B.1. and the
Federal court seized the opportunity of the Minneapolis
W.P.A. strike to launch a bitter attack at the workers of
that militant town.

Wita the beginning of the war in Europe, Roosevelt
strained like a hound on the leash. Before two weeks of
war he declared a state of “partial national emergéncy.” He,
appointed special members of the F.B.I. to investigate “sub-
versive activities,” i.e., all those who mean resolutely to
oppose the war, Attorney-General Murphy made a tour of
the whole country looking for spies. It is the same old
trick, All who expose the war-mongers and their plans will
be called “spies” and German agents, and the unthinking
among the masses of the people will be incited azainst
those who try to warn them.

“You did not publish my letter protesting imperialist London
policy against Mexico STOP You did not publish my statement on
coming war granted to your own correspondent Vincent STOP Now

you want to adapt me to your anti-socialist policy STOP That will
not succeed.

“Leon Trotaky
“Coyoacan, Oct. 23"

One of the taunts which the
Stalinsts are now recelving from
Progressives ia, “30 you're poing
Trotakyite, eh? Taking thelr po-
sition.” However, the diffsrences
between the SW.P, with its long
standing fight against imperialist
war and the sudden phoney furn
of the C.P. are pretty well defined
in these areps and there isn't

much likelihood of serlous confus-
Hion.

In the
Labon
Unions

il their attitude (o wnion meet-
ings ia any criterion, the new
turn came juat in time to save
them from complete demoraliza-
tion and break up which threat-
ened after the Stalin-Hitler pact
was announced. A breath of life
wae injected temporarily in the
dying corpse of Staliniam,

ELECTION RALLY
Max Shachtman .

EPEAKS ON
“The lIssues in this
Election IEli:rlm|.'n=|:|i5;n"'
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“=By B. J. WIDICK=

In a brief trip through the
middle-west touching oo indus-
irial centers we were able to get
fivst hand reactions to the effect
of Lhe new line of the Stalinists
inn the labor movement,

In those localities where the
Stalinists have bech confrontsd
by progressive opposition, Lhey
are having a very embarrasing
time trying to shift to the new
ling of “Keep America Out of Im-
perialist War,™

Thig is true despite the over-
whelming sentiment of the work-
ers agninst participation in war,

On the part of Stalinlst rankas,

ference. up people. But whether he is fascist or ““demoeratic,”” he has ( Continued in Next [ssue) For the workers just dom't trust 3P M.
.he Stalinists like they used to. HERMAN RIDDER -
—— —— For example, in one key CIO = = ;
stroy the Soviet Union. But the struggle for the destruction of the |iidustrial union council. the Stal-| JUNIOR HIGHSCHOOL ’
i . Stalinist bureaveracy is not helped, but is rather sabotaged, by con- | 18ts introduced & mild “keep (Bost. Road & East 173rd St ;
- Th L . t G Y ld t t’w cesslons to the democratic war-mongera, That is the crime of the "'Lmﬂ':l":ﬂ- from peing dragged o ADMISSRON .FREE i
Om I.’IS- OLBS One I‘OHPS IE 0 Thomas-Lovestone groups. . war,” resolution. l —_ A:::ptma_ i
. That they are yielding to the wave of democratic chauvinism 1| OBy 8 few weeks previously c sl Workers Party -;_¥

" Pressure of «“Democratic” Imperialists

- Ry FELIX

Having adopted the Roosevelt war program at their respective
ccoventions, the CID and*AFL burepucracles proceeded to carry out
along with its other aspects, the anti-Soviet orentation of that war
program., The AFL convenlion adepted a resolution for & boycoott
ngainst all Soviet goods, The needle trades bureaucrats, heading the
American Labor Party, in thelr pro-Angio-Frénch resolution of Oct
4, made clear their support of g war againat the Soviet Union. That
would be a holy war, according to the brazenly war-mongering New
Leader, organ of the Social-Democratic Federation,

Mo revolulionist can support either the Anglo-French-American
camp or thse Hitler-Stalin camp in the American labor movément.
The task of the revolutionist is to build and recruit into the third
camp: the carap of revelutlonary struggle against war,

On all questions connected with the war, the third camp atands
on a different program than that of the two war-camps. This s
egqually trus of our attitude to the Soviet Union. We neither join
the demoperatic war-mongers in their war againat the Soviet Unlon,
wor do we join the Hitler-Stalin camp in thelr justifieation of Hitler

MORKREOW

into war on the side of either imperialist block {already he
iz aiding Germany), we must give sclidarity and suppori
Lo the Russian people against their own war-makers alsp,”
{Workers Age, Sept. 16)

But if Stalin réemains ln power, shall the Hussian workers de-
fend the Soviet Union? The Lovestoneites do mot say. And not to
sy, means no defense, .

The Thomasites call upon Roosevelt to apply the embargo on
arms agalnat the Soviet Unlon; and when we sharply call Thomas
o aeeount for this antl-Sovlet act, the Lovestoneites rush to Thom-
as" defense, with the broad implication that the Trotakyists have
become Stalinists. (Woerkers Age, Oct. 21)*

A New “Theory” on the US.5.R.

The Thomas-Lovestone groups justify this anti-Soviel position
by characterising the Soviet Uniom in new terms: 88 an imperialist
regime or program. Thomas' paper says editorially:

obvious if one analyzea the logic of their present position. By what
logic could they be for the defense of the Soviet Unlon in the perlod
of the Franco-Soviet pact and ggainst it now, in the per.od of the
Hiter-Stalin pact? How is it possible to abandon now the funda-
mental distinetion bebween the Stalinist bureancracy and the Soviet
Union? Only by ene kind of logic: the logic of democratic patriot-
iam: It is all right to defend the Soviet Unlon when it is allicd with
the democratic imperialista, but not when it is allled with-the fascist
imperialists. That is the open, avowed loglic of the American Labor
Party bureanerats in their Oct. 4 resolution--and 1o this logic the
Thomas-Lovestone groups have succumbed,

Unlike the ALF bureaucrats, the Thomas-Lovestone groups try
lo palm this off as "revolutionary.” To expose this fraud one need
only compare their jpiransigent language about Stalin with their
dulcet tone about the war-mongers in the camp which Is opposed to

Stalin—the Eritish Labor Party, the French Socialist party, the CT0,
AFL, ALFP, &l

For Defense of the Soviet Union

This article need not repeat at length that which has been made
&0 ¢clear in our numerocus documents: gur draft theses on war (1934),
the program of the Fourth Interpational, Trotsky's latest doowu-
ment, “The USSH in War™ (November New International), ete. Our
defense of the Soviet Union has nothing in common whatsoever with

they had denounced a more clear-
fut resolution ageinst imperialist
war as “Trotskylte-fasclst.” And
Bal succeeded in getting the res-
olution tabled,

You ¢an imagine how the pro-
gressivés and cvery other dele-
gate to the council felt when the
Stalinist spoleaman read their
resolution with the new lime.

Jeers, razzing and a demand
for an explanation of the new
line came fast, Silence was the
only answer. So a mdtion to table
the Stalinist resolution was pass- Prog. in

od. 5 Reduce Rents by 254,.
Nﬂﬁﬂd}r Taken In - 8. Abolish sales and elgarctte

Laxes,
Efforts to obtain an explane-|{ 7 pFor city - owned subways
tion from Stalinist delegates aft- and city-owned public utill-
ar the session were equally fruit-

Thes.
leas. Only embarrased silence and SOCIALIST WORKERS
& desire to be left slons!

FARTY

L] [ ] L]

MAX SHACHTMAN
THE ANTI-WAR O(OANDI-
DATE FOR COITY COUNCIL

WILL FIGHT FOR:

All War Funds to the Tn-

employed!

2. A BReferendum to Let the
Peaple Vole on War!

3. 280-hour maximum work
wieelk—530 mipimum wreck-
vy wage.

4. Gzt rid of the slums—for a
20 - billion  dollar housing

1.

and Stalio . = = The rule or ruin policy of the
A . “Russian Bolshevism, which was never soclalistie, not the “defense” provided by the Stalinist bureaucracy. We have been| Stalinists has left too many deep .
Trying to Straddle Uﬂhﬂdﬂ'ﬂﬂbfe Gaps any more than is Hitler's brand of national socialism, has and remain the irreconcileable enemies of the Stalinist bureaucracy. | scars for the advanced workers Join the Socialist

EBut, begide unéquivecal spokesmen for the three campas, thers
are also those in the labir movement who are trying to straddh
belween Lwo camps and who, to juslify this impossible acrobatl
stunt, deliberataly blur and confuse the insues, Up to the Stalin
Hitler pact, the Stalinists used te have many allles who performed
thiz task of confusion; but these are falling away beneath the blows
of the democratic war-mongers, But there are other purveyors of
confusion, who are useful to the democratic war-mongers, We ref:r
t> the Soclalist party of Norman Thomas and the Lovestoneltes
(Independant Labor Leaague). =

Lest they no longer receive crumba (rom the tables of the CIO
and AFL bureaucractes, the Thomas-Loveatone groups try to keep
one fool in the camp of the democratic war-mongera, We have writ-
ten several articles describing this gymnastic feat, particularly on
the Thomas-Lovestone suppert of the American Labor Parly's pro
war réesplution of Oct. 4, and thelr servile whitewash of the CI0-
AFL declarations for Roosevelt's war program.

On the question of the Soviet Unlon, as on all othera connected
with the war, the Thomas-Lovestone groups adapt themselves 1o,
cater to the prejudices of the camp of democratic war-mongers.

Until the signing of the Hitler-Stalin pact, the Thomas-Lowe-
stone groups recopnized that the Soviet Union still refaing the eco-
nomic congueats of the October Revolutlon—nationalized property;
the' Lovestoneltes still stood for the defenss of the Boviet Union
apainst imperialism, and the Soeialist party stood for something
ke that (it ia hard often te find out what the B.P. stands for pro-
grammatically}; the Thomas-Lovestone groups also réecognized that
there was a conflict bebtween (he Staliniast bureaucracy and the in-
terest= of the Soviet Tinlon.

All this the Thomas-Lovestone groups appear to have dropoed
pverb.a o without notice after the Hitler-Stalin pact. Why? They
glve no explanation. But they now write of the Soviet Unipn in
terms which they never employed before.

Lovestoneites Silent on Defense of the US.S.R.
The Lovestoneites, in their convention resolution on the war,
evade the gquestion whether the Bussian workers should defend the
SBoviet Union Agalnst the capitalisi world, All thzy say is:
“Tomeorrow, If Stalln succeeds in driving bis own people

embarked on an imperialist program.” (The Call, Sept. 30)

And Lovestone's paper approvingly reprints a declaration of the
British Independent Labor Party, which says:

"Russin’s present move marks the final stage in the
departure by the Stalin regime from the principles of

inmternational socialism and itz adoption of purely impér-
inlistie power politica® {(Workers Age, Oct. 28),

The pseudo-radical application of the term, “imperialiam,” to
the Soviet Union actuslly enables the Thomas-Lovestons groups to
amuggle Into the labor movement a reformist theory of lmperialiam,

Lanim taught us that imperialism is the last stage of monopoly
capitaliam. He developed the sclentific definition of imyperialism, and
he wapeéd war against all pther definltions of imperialism, dnd with
good reason, For he was thereby fighting agalnst Kautsky's theory
of imperialism, which hides within it a justification of the war-
mMOnEErS.

I “The important thing,” wrote Lenin, I8 that Hautsky detaches
the policy of imperialism from its economics, apeaks of annexations
as being a policy ‘preferred by finance capital! and opposes to @
another bourgeols policy which he alleges to be pogsible on the same

! basis of finapce capital, The resull is bourgeols reformism instead of

revolution,” Lenin pointed out, for the fight 13 reduced to supporting
1am: bourgecis policy against the “worse™ one,

Thei Sabotage Struggle Against Stalinism

The Bonapartist buréaucracy which exists as a parasitic disease

upcn the body of the Soviel Unilon must be destroyed, or ib will de-
* Truth being insufficlent to make the point, the Lovestoneites re-
sort to invention: they quote me as saying at a public meating that
anyane who comdemned the Russian fovasion of Poland was an en-
emy of the Soviet Unlon, and that I alsoe sald that the Red Army—
and they put it in quotation marks!—was "bringing liberation and
soc'adam to the Poles,” What I actually said was a mere repetition
of the eatimate of the Polish Invasion which Leon Trotaky made in
* the Soclalist Appeal, Oct. 10.

We aaid, already in 1934, ("War and the Fourth Intermatonzl”).
drawing the political gonclusions from our analysis of the Bonapart-

ist bureaucracy and the properiy relations established by the Octob-
er Revolution:

“a) Coly the proletarian revolution in the West can
save the USSR as the workers' atate In case of & lgng
protracted war.

“b) The preparation for a proletarian revolution in
Triendly,” ‘allied,” as well as enemy countries is concelvable
only with the complete indep:ndence of the world prole-
tarian vanguard from the Soviet bureaucracy.

“¢) The unconditional support of the USSR againat
the imperialist armies must go hand in hand with revolu-
tonrary Marxist criticlsm of the war and the diplomatic
policy of the Sowviet government, and with the formation
inside of the USSR of a real revolutiooary party of Bol-
shevik-Leninists," .

Thnﬂr Called Us “ Anti-Soviet”!

Is ironical to recall today that this position was charnctorized
as “anti-soviet” by the Thomas-Lovestone groups. How many times
was thal epithet thrown at us by Thomas caucus leaders, Jack Alt-
man and Murray Baron, in thelr expulsion campaign againat us
(1936-1937)! The Thomasites, ag usual, didn't attempt to organize
their thoughta in ordesly form, but the Lovestoneltes did. Here is
what they wrote about our 1934—and pressnt—position:

“Trotsky is building an international upon the basis of
an extreme anti-soviet and anti-comintern orientation.”

“In this reapeet [socialism in one country] the Central
Committee, and after its disruption, Stalin and his g.oup,
in apite of various crudities of formulation and blunders in
detail, bave been correct, and Trolsky's fiercely elojuent
phrases about not ‘socialism in one country” but “world
revolution,” served only to cloak a purely negntive and
defeatist pessimism as to the possibility of building social-

{am.**

tu forget and be taken in by the

pseudo-"left" lne. Workers Party

And after demouncing us because we said that the Bolshevik
party and the trade unions oo longer existed, and for saying thal
the Russian state is proletarian only in its property relations: and
after getling particularly incensed because we a;a.j:jlt'na.t the bureauc-

Tacy “was an instrument of counter-revolutionary forces,” the Lowve-
stoneites coneluded: :

“Error has its logic as well as truth. One wrong step
leads 1o another, 5o that today the Trotskyites are propos-
ing to Imperil the unity of the Russlan proletarian rule by
trying to form a rival, and of course, conspirative, party in
the Boviet Union. . . " ("What Is the Communist Oppaost-
ton,” by Bertram D. Walfe).

Clay in the Hands of the Potters

When Lhey called us antl-soviet and today when they are antl-
soviet, the Thomas-Lovestone groups wers motivated by the same
considerations: they always take the easiest road, When the entire
rapitalist world was at the bottom of the trough of the economic
irgis (1934) and during the honeymoon of Stalin with the demoec-
-acica (1935-1937), it was easy to be pro-soviet—more exactly, pro-
Stalin. During those momentous years, nothing could blast the
wovestonzites loose from their pro-Stalinist position. They even
red to defend the infamous Moscow Lrials against Zinoviev.
famenev and Radek-Pyatakov! Only after the execution of the
ied Generals (Jume, 1037) did they, in the dark, without any ex-
danation, abandon their apelogies for the Moscow trials. But to-
day, when the Soviet Union is allied to the enemy of the friends of
Amezrican imperialism, the Thomas-Lovestone groups repudiate not
merely Stalin, but the Soviet Union. As they ylelded previously to
the pressure of the Stalinlst regime and its democratic allles, now
they yield to the pressure of the democratic Imperialists. Can one

imagine, for a moment, that these people will stand up under the
pressure of the war-mongers when the war comes bera?
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