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Stalin==-The
Temporary Holder
Of the Ukraine

By Leon Trotsky

(The fellowing is a translation of a statement by Leon Troisky
glven te the press about the time of the Stalinist invasion of
Peland. We reprint it from the organ of the Mexican sectlon of
the Foarth Inlernational.—Ed.)

War, like revolution, is distinguished by the fact that at
a blow it destrovs idiotic formwulas and reveals the naked
reality underneath. “Defense of democracy™ is an empty
formula. The mvasion of Poland is a bloody reality.

Today it is clear that in the very same years in which the
omintern was bringing to a head its clamorous campaign for
an alliance of the democracies against Fascism, the kremlin
was preparing a military understanding with Hitler against
the so-called democracies. Even complete idiots will have to
understand now that the Moscow Trials, with the aid of
which the Bolshevik Old Guard was destroyed under the ac-
cusation of collaboration with the Nazis, were nothing but
camouflage for the Stalinist alliance with Hitler. The sccret
1s gut, While the British and French missions were discussing
with Voroshilov the problem of the most effective defense of
Poland, the same Voroshilov, together with the rn:prn::srnta—r
tives of the German General Staff, was discussing the best
manner in which to smash and divide Poland. The Kremlin
not only deceived Chamberlain, Daladier and Beck, but also,
and systematically, the working clagses of -the Soviet Union
and the entire world.

By the Terms of the Pact
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Defense to

Appeal
Mpls. Trial

some fatuous people and snobs accuse me of being mm-
pelled to make horrible predictions out of “hatred” of Stalin.
As if serious people allow themselves to be swaved by their!
personal feelings in questions of historical importance! The |
mnexorable facts prove that reality is more horrible than all
the predictions that I made. In entering Polish territory, the
Soviet armies knew beforehand at what point they would
meet—and as allics, not as enemies—with the armies of Hit-
ler. The operation was determined in its main points by the
secret clauses of the Germano-Soviet pact; the general staffs
of both countries were to be found in constant collaboration;

the Stalinist invasion is nothing but a symmetrical supplement| -

of the Hitlerite operations. Such are the facts.

Until very recently the Kremlin, trying to gain the friend-
ship of Warsaw (in the given case, to deceive it), declared
that the slogan of seli-determination for Western Ukrainia
{ Eastern Galicia) was criminal. The purges and executions
in the Soviet Ukraine were provoked mainly by the fact that |
the Ukrainian revolutionists, against the will of Moscow,|
aspired to the liberation of Galicia from Polish oppression.
Now the Kremlin covers its jntervention in Poland with a
penitent concern for the “liberation” and “unihication™ of the
Ukrainian and White Russian peoples. In reality, the Soviet
Ukraine, more than any other part of the Soviet Union, is
bound by the ferocious chains of the Muscovite bureaucracy.
The aspirations of various sections of the Ukrainian nation
for their liberation and independence are completely legiti-
mate and have a very intense character. But these aspirations
are directed also against the Kremlin. If the invasion gains
its end, the Ukrainian people will find itsclf “unified,” not in
national liberty, but in bureaucratic enslavement.

Facilitating Hitler's Objectives
The Hitlerite press gives absolute approval to the “unifica-
tion"” and “liberation” of the Ukrainians under the claws of
the Kremlin, With this Hitler is accomplishing two tasks:
first, drawing the Soviet Union into his military orbit; sec-
ond, taking a further preparatory step on the road towards
{Continued on Page 3)

Behind the Lines

By GEORGE ETERN

In speculating over the pre- er in the deck. It i2 agreed that

clse significance of the new
Franco-British pact with Tur-
key it is well to remember once
more that pacts these days are
not everything they seem. Few
chapters n recent tangled dip-
lnmatic history have been more
thoroughly befogged than the
negotiations which have now
resulted in an apparent break-
down of Russo-Turkish talks
and the conclusion of an Anglo-
Franco-Turkizsh pact of miitual
assistance. Mot even the news-
papers, which have o glib ex-
planation for everything, seem
to be able to decide who won
and who lost in this rather im-
portant skirmish on the diplo-

matic front,

Out of the many obseurities
of the sitoation, nevertheless, a
few salient facls emerge quite
clearly. Stalin was trying to use
the negolintions with Torkey as
a form of insurance againsi fu-
ture ecveniualities, He {flrst of
all wanied to he sure that
throongh the closing of the Dar-
danelles his Black Sea irade
with Germany would not be af-
fecled, He algo—and this was
even more Imporiant—wanted
to make sure of immobilizing
Turkey when the time comes
for carving up the Balkans
agaln—especially Rumania. In
these aims he has apparently
failed for the time belng. In
this respect the oulcome of the
Turkish talks must be taken {o-
gether with the obvious foning
down of the demands made up-
on Finland as a check on the
Fremlin's diplomaile blitzkrieg.

But this iz by no means the
final word, In the pact signed
by Turkey with Britain and
France there iz a little clause
that may turn out to be the jok-

in no cireumstances will Tur-
key po to war with Russin.

This leaves pretty much as
before a big question merk next
to Turkey's name in the war
lineup, Events — and not this
pact—will tell what Turkey will
actually do when the Hiller-
Stain partnership goes to work
in it own peculiar way in
southeastern Europe.

There is another version also
of these same events, Stalin is
depicted as having been virlu-
ally ready to join Turkey and,
indirectly, Britain and Franoce,
in gnarantecing the status gquo
in the Balkans. At the lasi min-
ute Hitler is spld to have served
peremplory demands om  his
Kremlin ally, with the result
that Stadin  introduced = fresh
claims upon Torkey in the con-
versations with Saracoglo
which Turkey, dander Anglo-
French pressure, réfused to ae-
ciept,

In London a good deal of ef-
fort is being extended to pub
thiz feoe on things, to make It
appear for Hitler's benefit that
Stalin has actually been trying
to put over a back-door double-
cross on his German oally and
may still do so. This is not be-
cauge the Britlsh desire to win
Stalln over to their side agalnst
Hitler, It iz because they are
hoping still to win Hitler over
agalnst Stalin by breaking the
Moseow-Berlin axis,

But either eventunslity still is
a ways off, for both with re-
spect to northern Edgrope and
the Balkans, both Germany and
Russin still have too much to
gain by working together to
sacrifice it by beglnning, pre-

Convictions

Time-Worn “Conspir-
acy” Formula Used to|
Frame WPA Prisoners

{Spgciel fo the Soolalist Appeci)

MINNEAPQOLIS, Oect. Eﬂ:
The Roosevelt administra-|
tion won the first round in its|
persecution of the W ' A
strikers here. |

Five out of cight defend-
ants in the first WPA trial
were found guilty in Judge
Joyee's Federal court Tues-
day morning.

A second tnal, of four de-

tendants, is now under way.'

A third trial, involving 25
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From Strategic Posts
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Union-Wreckers in C

Platform of the

Max Sholvman inoghe boroagh of Teons
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I. Put oo End to Copitolist Wil
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other defendants, begins Oe-
tober 30. A total of 193 strik-

ers have been indicted so far
Under Woodrnm Law

All are bheing tried under 2
provision of the Roosevelt-
Woodrum Relief Law, making
i a dérime to “interfere with'
of  “latimidate™ WPA project
wWorkers.

The five convicted Tuesday
were Carl Pemble, Myron Phil-
lips, Richard Connell, Ben Pal-
mer and Leslie Wachter., They
were found gullty of “intimida-
tion,"" in an altercation on o
project, although unrefuted tes-
timony established that a fas-
cist on the job, Philip Slaugh-
ter, had attacked the strikers
with a-knife,

Danger to Labor

Four of them were alzo found
guilty of “conspiracy"’ to inter-
fere with WPA workers. In his
charge to the jury, Judge

guilty on this count by his Workers Party. The Election Issue coniains the New York election program, statements by

broad definition of conspiracy.
The use of this conspiracy
charge by the PFederal govern-
ment iz seen here as the grav-
25t danger to all organized la-
hor, It represents a revival, at
this Iate date, of & juridieal
formula long discredited as a'
deliberate device employed ag-
ainst the labor movement when
judges and employers eould not
prove overt acts. In English
commaon law, any “cnspiracy”
was per se illegal, Thizs formula
was dug up and applied to or-
ganized labor first in the 1880°s
pnd enabled prosecutors and
jndges to prosecute unions even
though the authorities could
point to no acts committed by
the union men. The mere orga-
nization of a union, for exam-
ple, was called a conspiracy.
Strenuous struggles by orga-
nized labpr ever many decades
finally forced the consplracy

(Continued on Page 21
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Max Schachtman, 5.W.P, Candidats |
Far Council for the Bronx

Fight War

Plans In

(Oct, 17), reporting the coup

Lewis Crusade Spells End of the Stalinist

|O—Conflict Breaks On

Choice of Allied or Hitler-Stalin War Camp

By GEORGE CLARKE

John L. Lewis" announcement that the CTO will elean house
of “Communists” means in simple English the beginning of
the end of Stalinist power in the American union movement.

The authoritative story of Louis Stark in the N. ¥. Times

of John L. Lewis in the Exec-

utive Board tersely states the plan:
“John L. Lewis i1s determined to rid the Congress of Indus-

WIDE INTEREST
SHOWN IN S.W.P.

For Council for Manhattan
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ALL WAR FUKDS TO THE UNEMFLOYED )
WAR-MAKING POWER AWAY

TAKE THE

FROM CONORESS—LET THE FEOFLE DECIDE? |1,
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Joyce practically ordered the | The above is a reproduction of the fromt page of the special four-page New York Election issue
jurymen to find the defendants of the Soclalist Appeal which was this week published by the New York Loecal of the Socialist

cowmry ahad
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George Lyman Paine, SW P Candidate s

Shachiman and Paine as well as other material,

Union Puts the Lie to Phoney
Charges Made by Auto Moguls

(Epecial fo fhe Bocialist Appeal)

DETROIT, Oct. 20—The Chrysler Corporation is covering iis
viclows speed-up by a barrage of words., But all of Herman
Weckler's (corporation wice-president) spouting can't hide the
facts: the workers have been looked outl of the factories because
they couldn't stand & speed of production that broke their backs
and shatiered thelr nerves, Weekler's straw bosses fired men
because they couldn't kKeep up®™

with the pace. And now Weck-
Ier charges ““slowdowns™!
Refuse o Mediate

That the Chryster Corporation

has noe publicly jusiifiable case

now hecomes clear as daylight

as ¢an be seen from thelr re-
fusal to médiate the dispule he-
fore the State Labor Mediation
Board at Lansing, Thiz medin-
tion board, it will be remem-

{Continued on Page 3)

CANDIDATES

Shachtman and Pu_ine
Answer Many Queries
Sent to Them

Flooded with correspondence
from widely diverse seclions of
the Cliy's wolers requesting
public sinlements on Dnumerons
municipal issues, Max Shachi-
man and George Lyman Paine,
Councilmanic candidates of the
Bocialist Workers Party, today
declared that “These inguicies,
accompanied in many cases by
invitations fo speak, atlest to
the wide scope of interest dis-
played in our anti-war election
platform.™

That the
campaign of the Soclalist
Workers Party's coandidates
has aroused the specinl atben-
tion of workers throughout the
city Is exemplified by the high-
Iv interesting letter roceived by
the Campaign Committee from
the Young Citizens Committee
For A Progressive City Coun-
il

e S Chas s, gurm o F SUF
Eal. Bam LBair Papideleia on
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anti-war election

Amplifies Position

The letter, requesting Candi-
date Shachtman to amplify his
anti-war positlon, states, ““Most
important of all, we are seri-
ously eoncorned with the possi-
bility of opur country belng in-
volved in the war, You may be
able to speak for MNew York
City's millions at a time when
this issue is being debated fn
our Congress, What measures
do ¥ou support to keep the
United States out of war.” i

Candidates Shachtman and
Paine have already replied to
Jquestionnalres submitted by the
Citizenzs MNon-Partisan Commit-
tee, The Oty Affalrs Commits
bee of HMew York, the Mew York

(Continued on FPage Z)

NOTICE!

There will- be an import-
ant membership mesting of
Local New York thls Sun-
day, October 22, All mem-
bers of the SWFP and YPSL
are insirocled to be at Beet-
hoven Hall, 5th Sireet be-
tween 2nd and 3rd Ave., at
3 p. m. sharp.

Let the People
Vote on War! -

Rallying to the ald of one of
the first victlms of war-time
persecution, American mill-
tenls, in a living demonstration
of international solidarity,
formed thiz week the Watson
Defense Fund in  bhehalf of
Frank Watson, English-Canadi-
an  worker arrested on the
streets of Toronto Sept. 15 by
the Dominion police for his out-
gpoken denunciatiom of the im-
perialist war.

The American Labor Aid, in-
itiator of the Defense Fund, had

maturely, to pull apart.

been approached with appeals

from members of Canadian la-
hor organizations to assist them
in the struggle for Watson's lib-
eration, Despite the war-lime
dictatorship that exists in the
Dominion, making extremely
diffiowlt the distribution of
propaganda calling upon Cana-
dian workers to support the
slruggle for Watson's freedom,
many individuals and members’
of the Canadian Common-
weglth Pederation, the Fourth
Internationalist Socialist Work-
ers League and other labor or-
ganlzations have already been

active in the Watson Defense
Commities,
A Call to Arms

Mary Green, MNational Secre-
tary of the American Labor
Ajd, eommenting on the arrest
(of the Canadian militant, stat-
|Ed. “The Watson case is the
‘first example on our continent
of the effects of the present war
upon the rights and liberties of
the people on whose behalf it
iz supposedly waged. It Is a
danger slgnal to the workers
and genuine fighlers for liberty
throughout America, It is & call

L e e e R

FUNDS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR WATSON DEFENSE!

to arms in the defense of elvilpasses in order to move about,
rights during the difficult peri-a democracy which confiscates
ad ahead.'" the land of Kenva farmers and

Arrested one week after Can-forces them into wage labor at
ada's declaration of war uponstarvation rates, The British
Germany, Watzon, speaking InEmpire," Watzon continued, “is
Toronto from the platform ofno democracy but & ragbag of
the Sociallst Workers Leagueterritories stolen from  other
declared, "We are being askedpeoples during the last 200
to fight for a demoeracy whichvears." 5
forces women to work at nione Calling upon the workera of
cents 8 day in the ¢coal mines ofCanada to resist and oppose o
India, which compels the Ne-war in which they have nothing
gro workers of South Afriea tobn gain and everyvthing to losze,
live in & pestllential ghetto andWatzon exclalmed, "“Workers,

. ta cATryY a5 many as eleven (Continoed on Page 3)

*trial  Organizations of  all
Communist influence in the
next year, according to reports
here today concerning the cru-
sade which he set in motion at
the meeting of the Executive
commuttee which followed the
close of the CLO convention in
San Francisco.”

Stark goes on to report the

replacing of the Executive
Committee of forty-two as the
policy-making power within the
CIO by a board of eight. The
Executive Commitiee of forty-
two members was heavy with
Btalinist supporters, half or
more of whom being members
or fellow-traveliers of the Com-
munist Party. The new board
of eight is composed of individ-
uals openly known to be antl-
Sinlintsts. Harry Bridges was
ieft off the board and his powr-
er as Reglonal Director of the
West Coast curtalled to include
only the Staté of California.
Just apn entréee o the maln
course slill to be served.

Stalinizsts Done For

The “crusade’ will now be-
gin in earnest. Lewis' long ex-
perience in slugging his oppo-
gition out of business in the
United Mine Workers can very
well serve as a preview of the
events to come in the CIO. In
every Internatiopal Unien, city
and state CIO Council, in every
lozal union the Stalinist uniom
officials will feel the mailed fist
of the generalissimo of the
CIO, They will either renounce
their former affliations and
scurry lke rats for cover—as
most of them ‘will—or find
themselves on the outside look-
Ing in. Where they make any
attempt at organized resis-
tance, their charters will speed-
ily find themselves in the
wastebasket, or the officials
and buresucrats placed on
war-time rations without bene-
fit. of the fat CIO subsidies.

The calamity is upon the
Stalinists. There iz neither re-
treat or escape for them. They
are finished in the CIO.

Union-Wreckers

What has brought them to
this sorry pass? Why has Lewls
suddenly brought his long-
standing alliance with the un-
ion-wreckers to- an abrupt ter-
(mination? -

Ever since the inception of
the CIO revolutionists, radicals
and progressives have warped
day im, day out of the disas-
trous effects Stalinism would
have on the most promising un-
lon movement to arise in this
country for decades. These pre-
dictlons @and these warnings
were confirmed every inch of
the way. Stalinist infiltration in-
o the BWOC helped weaken the
eventually lost "“Little Steel'
girike. Stalinist operatives al-
most devitalized the great auto
workers union by a debilitating
faction struggle. Stalinist bur-

(Continued on Page 2)

Paine!

DRIVE IN CI0
OF STALINISTS

Strikes First Blow by
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