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YLABOR WITH A WENTE SKIN CAN.
NOT EMANCIFATE TVSELF WHERK
LABOR WITHE A BLACK SEIN

THE =S
NEGRO QUESTION

By J. R. JOHNSON

The Negro and the War
VI

Nevertheless, if even we are agreed on the nccessit:._r of
uniting the Negro masses against the war many American
Negroes will say: “1 agree with the Socialist Workers
Party that the 15,000,000 Negroes in America have as
their natural allies the 150,000,000 Negroes in the world
and the millions of Indians, Burmese, Ceylonese, etc. If
we all join together, that would be an immense force acting
on a world scale. It is true also that the imperialists are 50
hard pressed for men and forces that they are arming and
training these millions of colonials. But nevertheleess we
remain only 15,000,000 out of a population of some ISQ,—
000,000 people. The Africans in Africa, the It!dmns,‘m
India will be concerned with their own struggles. We wish
them well. But how can we here struggle agamst tl:u:: vast
numbers and the great power that are opposed to us.

It is a very good question, and the answer to it brings us
to the very heart of the matter, We shall have to examine
this very carefully, Whenever a problem like that faces us
we should examine it in all its aspects, then examine similar
situations in foreign countries, look back into our own his-
tory, see wheré the circumstances are alike and where they
differ, and then attempt a conclusion.

A Lesson from History

The best example that we can start with is what hachn-
ed in America some 75 years ago, when the Negroes gained
their freedom. If all the American whites were agreed upon
the fact that the Negroes should continue to be slaves, then,
the 4,000,000 Negroes of that time and their descendants
would have continued to be slaves until they died, for they
would never have been able to free themselves against the
enormous odds that were arrayed against them. But all the
whites were not united. There was a great division between
the whites themselves, between the merchants, the indus-
trialists, and the bankers of the North on the one hand, and
the slave-owners of the South on the other. That was a
fierce quarrel that had been going on for many years, and
at last it reached a stage where it could only be settled by
force of ‘arms.

ltewas this terrific quarrel that led to the Civil War. And
Lincoln and the North found that they could not win thﬂfjr
battle against the South except by bringing the Negroes in.
Lincoln never intended at the beginning to free the Neg-
roes. Yet all men who fight a battle and wish to win it seek
their allies where they can find them. So he enrolled the
Negroes in the Northern army, and finally declared their
emancipation from slavery. That is one of the great lessons
of the Civil War. The division among the whites, and the
necessity for Lincoln to seek assistance from Negroes.

Class Stands Against Class

Let us now look at what is happening in Europe at the
present day and during the last twent;.r-ﬁw.:: years. Every-
one knows that a very bitter civil war has just taken place
in Spain. The Spanish workers and peasants were o1 one
side. The Spanish capitalists, the bankers, the great land-
lards, and their followers were on the other side. It is true
that some Moors from Africa took part on the side of
Franco. But that has nothing to do with the fundamentals
of the question, What we must note is that in Spain, where
no Negroes live, the workers and the peasants on the one
hand, all the poor, fought very fiercely against the rich
owners of the country. Unfortunately the workers and
peasants lost. Yet we see that in a country where all the
population is of the same color the various classes can
fight desperately to decide which class shall be master.

Let us take another example, The whole world has heard
of how brutally the German fascists treat the German
workers. The fascists murder the workers’ leaders, throw
them into concentration camps, beat up the workers in the
streets, cut their wages down, and treat them in _ﬂ}t_ most
brutal manner. But no Negroes live in Germany. This is a
matter between whites and whites. The white capitalist class
is in mortal conflict with the white workers. JFH‘S have
nothing to do with this at all. If there was not a single Jew
in Germany, the leaders of the German workers would still
he in concentration camps, and the working-class movement
stamped upon.

Tiﬁf sanif: thing has happened in Italy, where the work-
ers and poor peasants have had their leaders murdered and
their organizations destroyed by Mussolini and his fascists.

Let us take one final example : Russia in 1917, There the
workers and peasants fought the same civil war against the
nobles, the landlords, and the capitalists. Only in this case,
the Russian workers and peasants won. The land was
divided among the peasants. The workers took over the
factories and the workers' government was established.

The Situation in America

(Here then it is clear that during the last few years, not to
mention other great examples in history, there have been
developing terrific clashes in country after country 11.-..*here
the population is all of one color. In the case of Russia, the
workers and peasants won. In others they have Eicﬁmt:;[y
lost, for the time being. In other countries, as n Great
Britain and in France, this struggle, the continual struggle
of the classes, goes on, although for the time being it 1s
hidden by the war. ‘

MNow let us look at America of 1939 in the light of what
we have just discussed. We saw that in America 75 years
ago the division between sections of the white population 1
America resulted in one side calling the Negroes to join and
assist them in their struggle. Through this means the Neg-
roes gained their emancipation. Although at the present

. time it may seem that all the whites, or at least most of

- them, are against the Negroes; oppress them, and discrim-
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Hitler-Stalin Complete

Partitioning of Poland,
Japanese in New Drive

(Contlnued from Page 1)

Throuwghout easztern Europe,
in the Baitie and Balkan states,
there was shivering apprehen-
sion over the application of the
Kremlin's “‘peace”™ polley to
them, In Rome the wavering
Mussolini was obvioisly im-
pressed by the Nazi-Soviet dem-
opstration and by the seeming
impotence of the Allies on the
western front. He still, however,
made no move (o burn any
bridges in any direction.

There can be no doubt that
the developments in Poland s0
far, taken together with the So-
viet-Japanese truce, are pro-
ceeding according to deliberate
plan. But the partners to this
plan trust each other about as
mich =as crooked gamblera,
Stalin's march ints Poland is
not & march of lberation for
the Ukralnlans but a march for
the self-proteciion of Stalin. A
Gtalin - dominated buffer state

Masses Not Informed

It is not asccldental that the
Soviet masses learned of the
troop movements bours after
they had actually begun. These
actions have nothing in commaon
with the interests of the Rus-
slan people. They are concern-
ed solely with the interests of
the oligarchy that rules the
Kremlin,

Deszpite his act of war, Stalin
has proclalmed his continued
neutrality and will probably sit
tight on hiz npew Polish domain
until Hitler's hordes tear off an-
other piece of southeastern Eu-
rope of which he can claim a
share.

In hoth the military and diplo.
matie sense, the Allled camp 1s
at the moment gtymied and will
consequently do as little as pos-
sible to aggravate their posi-
tion. The next move, as ususal,
iz Hitler's and all signs point to

will fulfill the conditions of the|the Rumanian frontier as the

Mazl - Boviet understanding so
succinctly deflned by Trotaky
when he haid this combination
“needs distance® to work.

next locale for the further de-
velopment of the Hitler-Stalin
“peace offensive’ in Eastern
Europe.

WORKERS’ FORUM

ORIENT NOT SUFFICIENTLY
DISCUSSED 1IN APFEAL
Editor:

The guestion of the Orlent in
relation to United Btates imper-
lalist alms Is an aspect of the
current world war crisis which
deserves more than the almost
total silence which the Socialist
Appeal bas accorded it since
the beginning of the German-
Polish crisiz, We have repeated
that the Ameriean imperialists"
dream must be one of world
domination: this means (1} the
reduction of our European riv-
als to impotency and (2) an ex-
tensive program for an even
larger oavy apd s buge con-
geript army for occupation in
China.,

George Stern, in hizs article in
the Appeal, September §, said,
“The pressure on Britain in
China has ceased. . . " His was
the only comment on Japan ap-
pearing lately. There ware two
United Press dispatches which
both prove the incorrectness of
this statement and justify more
attention to the gquestion in our
press;

World-Telegram, September §

—"The Japanese government

has asked Britain and France

to withdraw their army and
naval forces from China “on
their swn volition®. . "

. Dally News, SBeptember B—
“This move might intensify
tension between Japan and the
United States if it should re-
sult in attempts by Japan to
take over forelgn concesslons
in China.

“The Mavy ordered the alr-
craft carried Langely to Man-
ila, ostensibly to ald in the en-
forcement of Philippine neu-
trality. Unofficial observers
believed this step, coupled
with the fact that the main
body of the American fleet ro-

mained concentrated In Fa.ni-,

fie waters, was an indication

that the United States stood

ready to protect its traditional
interests and policles in the

Far East.”

The Dally News followed this
up with an editorial on Sepiem-
ber 11 demanding a naval
blockade of Japan by Britain
and the United States (i.e., the
.50 to last until ", . . Japan
pulled its armies out of China.™

The perspective of a war with
Japan i(plus perhaps Germany
and Russia as allles?) means &
long war, n considerable period
of preparation. This prepara-
tion would necegsitale more

dietatorial methods at home to
crush opposition to greater ex-
ploitation and copscription. If a
nilitary dictatorshlp were chos-
en, what better course could be
follpwed than that alresdy in-
dicated by Roosevelt in declar-
ing a “limited'” national emer-
geney—of even seelng to it that
there was a real natlonal emer-
geney, that we were at War.
But this war would not be de-
clared primarily to save our
gtake in BEurope by alding mili-
tarily the bloc we have helped
economically, no, itz maln pur-
pose would be the creation of
home conditions favorable for
the launching of a long range
program for the conguest of the
Orient as a step to world dom-
ination., The war in Europe
would be merely a precondition
to such conguest for it would
result in the utter exhaustion
of our European rivals; it
would be the occasion for our

own armaments expansion,
This perspective could mean
a declaration of war by the
United States much sooner than
the only perspective to which
we are at present committed,
i.e., a development similar to
that of the last war—entering
to save our stake, Our stake Is
much larger this time and I be-
lleve this perspective should be
conzidered as another possibili-
ty, though not yet a probabllity.
Walter O'Rourke

A FEW SUGGESTIONS FOR
OPEN AIR MEETINGS
Editor:

I submit this suggestion for
open alr branch meetings.

At s regular hour. regular
strest corner, regular night,
have one comrade give a fif-
teenn mimute to hall hour talk on
the ““Mews of the Week," seen
from the viewpoint of the work-
erg, He would have to be well-
prepared, be able to glve & good
Marxist interpretation of that
week's news, and would have o
stick to his subject—the news of
the week,

The great success of bour-
genlz news weeklies, newspapor
and radio commentators, indi-
cates that such a regular feat-
ure of our outdoor mestings
eould attract many workers to
pome regularly to listen., Of
course, it would flop it it were
sloppily given, not prepared in
advance, or not given by a well
informed comrade. Let the oth-

er speakers be spootaneous,
and wander all averthe field of

" SE—

inate against them, yet we can take it as certain that the

same struggle which we have

seen working itself out in the

various countries of Europe is taking place in America to-
day. Sooner or later the workers and farmers of America,
who are now fighting against the landlords and capitalists
in unions, on the WPA, in struggles for better relief, will
ultimately be driven to the same civil war that we have
seen take place in country after country during the last 25
years. A Negro therefore who is looking at the political
situation, not as it appears on the surface, but is seeing into
the realities of the struggle between the classes, can have
confidence in the future. He will realize that all white
America is not solid. There is a tremendous division, a
great split opening up. We can already see the signs of it
very clearly. And as this struggle approaches and then
actually flares out into the inevitable civil war, Negroes
can be certain that many white workers and farmers who
today are prejudiced will seck their assistance in the same
way that Lincoln did when he wanted Negro help. Negroes
in the last Civil War made one great step forward and so,

in this coming civil war, the

workers' revolution, Negroes

have a great chance to complete their long journey to full

freedom.

(Continued in Next Issue)

SOCIALIST APPEAL

TURNING PWA
INTO WAR
INSTRUMENT .

Troop shelters, not hotises !

That's the new slogan of
Roosgvelt’'s PWAI

It's launiched by John M.
Carmody, federal boss of P-
WA, WPA, and the other
works adminlstrations, and
now an unofficial member of
the Cabinet.

On a wisit o Mew Tork

Carmody sald “that Ameri-
can partlcipation in the Eur-
opean war might revolution-
fze the character of publie
spending on  ecapital proj-
ects.*"

But Carmody isn't waiting
for participation.

“Mr, Carmody sald that
cantonments for the shelter
of troops would have to be
built Imemdiately. He polnt-
ed out that the government
would have to widen high-
ways between ‘procurement
centers' - clties ke Now
York, Philadelphla and Bos-
ton—to factlitate the trans-
port of troops and the ship-
ment of war materials.

“To what extent military
expenditures would divert
money from the present pro-
gram of highway construc-
tlon, low-ost housing proj-
ects, rural electrification and
other public enterprizses Mr,
Carmody did not say."" (N.Y.
Herald-Tribune, Sept. 12)

We can't guess.

G-MEN GO AFTER
WAR OPPONENTS

{ Bpocial to the Soclallet Appeal )

MINNEAPOLIS—Two Minne-
apolis boys who were passing
out antl-war literature in 8t.;
Faul September 13 were arrest-
ed by the police and closely
questioned by Frank Murphy's
FBI men before being released.
The cops and the G-men lectur-
cd them, warning them against
“rabble rousing."

The hoys, Hugh Reichard, 21,
and Hetrbert Gardner, had con-
celved the idea of printing and
distributing poaters and stick-
ers with the slogan, "“"War is
Helll Why not mind our own
business. "

The palr sajd they did this
with the idea of arousing public
opinion against the war in Eur-
ope. They sald they hated war
and could see no reason for
thizs country's entronce into the
European conflict, and were af-
roid this country might be drag-
ged in “if we didn't sueceed in
rousing public opinion against
it.lll-

The New Deal's FBI doesn’t
like the wouth to oppose the
-PROIG SR JAAIS00M PUB Ivm
cast to the natlon's cops to stop
“subversive propaganda.” by
which he means anything that
tells the people about the war
he is preparing and opposes the
WAaT.

the clazs struggle present and
future, but let tthis comrade
giick to his subject, confine
himsell within his tiove 1imibt,
and be ready athis regular hour
(zay 10 o'clock when o erowd
has been gathered). A sales talk
for the Appeal could immedi-
ately follow.

Revolutionary greetings,

Chris Andrews

STRANGER THAN FICTION
To the Socialist Appeal:

One of the old San Francisco
Reds called up the Stalinist In-
ternational Bookshop the other
day and asked: “"Have you peog-
ple got that new book entitled
‘Fasclsm, the Hope of the
World," by Joseph Stalln?"' The
man at the phone said, “Why, I
hadn't heard of it, just hold t.he!
line a minute." Then he called)
to & comrade in the next room!
and could be beard saying,
“Hey, Bill, somebody on the
phone wants to know If we have
a new book entitled ‘Fascism
the Hope of the World, by Jo-
seph Stalin.” The caller could
not hear what the other fellow
replied, but the man on the
phone came back and said,
“Hello, hello—Why, no, we
haven't got that book wyet, bul
if you will leave wyour phone
number, we will call you when
it comes in, The old Marxist
thanked him and hung up, con-
vinced that anything can hap-
pen these days.

EL BOOTH
San Francisco

Harlem Mass Meeting
“THE NEGRO AND WAR'

Wed., Sept. 27, 8 p.m.
at the YM.C.A. |

. SPFEAKERS:
E. Kk McRinney
Ruchen Plaskett

MNathan Gould
Bianley B, Jobes

ADMISSION FREE |

ithey reaped in profits in the

ENGINEERS
PRICE RISE

Councilmanic Candi-
dates of SWP Pledge
Fight on Profiteers

(Continped from Page 1)
hundreds of millions of dollars

Ipst World War and they hope
to plunge the country into this
new blood-bath in order to re-
peat that experience 50 lucra-
tive to their bank vaults.
Warehonses Full

“But Wall Street overlooks no
cranny from which to wring
profite no matter how flimsy
the pretext. That 1z why the
prices of foodstuffs have taken
& spectacular jump. This arti-
fielal priee rise is particulariy
criminal in view of the fact that
there are enough reserves in
the warehouses from Maine to
California to feed and clothe
the entire nation for a long time
to come even if all the factories
were cloged down and not an-
ather crop harvested,

“But prices will not come
down one cent so long as the
working class does not organize
ta bring them down. Housewlves
must organize neighborhood
groups In order to exercise
thely power of bovooit and to
demonstrate at the grocery
stores  through which Whall
Bireet puts its squeeze on the
worker's dinner table,

Signatures Needed

“Ewvery worker must intensi-
f¥ his efforts to put the candi-
dates of the Boclalist Workers
Farty on  the ballot, Only
through militant politieal action
1% il possible to organize & came-

paign powerful enough to bring
prices finally down Lo a levell
which the average working/
clazs family can afford. Only
the Soclalist Workers Parly so
far has clearly taken a positive
stand 100 per cent against the
war and the greed for profits
which iz back of the war,

“Our preliminary campaign
to gain the necessary number of
nominating signatures s going
forward desplie all the obsta-
cles plaged in our path by
soureess copnected with "Wall
Sireet such as Tammany Hall,

I we are eleoted we will
immediately launch a militant
campalgn from the wvantage
point of the City Councll against
thiz ecriminal and completely
unwarranted hoisting of
prices,"

BOSS PARTIES
UNITE BEHIND
ROOSEVELT

(Continged from FPage 1)
American masses for concur-
rence  in his war-mongering
plans,

Will Act Quickly

One of the maln purposes of
the White House Conference s
to arrive at ways and means fo
jamming through the war-mak-
ing leglsiation without too much
discussion by opponents of it
and above all with such speed
that the American masses shall
hawve as little Lime as possible
for making their vigorous pro-
tests heard. The carefully-word-
ed Washington dispatches are
themselves compelled to
acknowledge that ““there will be
some Indecision among the 534
men and women fresh from
constituencies which, all agree,
dearly want peace.™

The isolationlsts, so-called,
precisely because they cannobt
and do not want to set into mo-
tion the only real forée that can
put & decisive spoke in the im-
perialist war plans of Roogevelt
and Co.—the mass action of the
American workers and farmers
—are nob expecetd to put up an
effective fight against the Pres-
ident's program.

That can be done only by the
united and milltant action of the
organized movement of work-
erg and farmers, demanding the
right fo a popular referendum
before the declaration of war,
and an emd to the secret diplo-
macy practized by the govern-
ment In itz campaign to precip-
itate the United States into a
world  slaughter aimed to
achieve contral of the world by
the Wall Street gang.

A REQUEST

All available copies of Vol.
3 No. 9 of this year's Appeal
are needed for purposes of

binding.

We would appreclate it if
Appeal readers would send |
in as many copies of this is- |
sue ag they may have awvail
nble,

WALL STREET  |The

WAR DEAL

By DWIGHT MACDONALD

Social Consciousness in Steel

When Europe went to war In 1914, the American steel in-
dustry lost no time in squeezing the last drop of profit from ite
strategle sltuation. As Allled orders poured in, prices soared,

profits rose to unheard-of figures. Even after the Upited States .

*nteréd the war, steel prices were malntained at prices high
enough to yleld huge profits, After vainly appealing to the steel-
masters’ “patriotism,” the Wilson Administration was driven te
threaten nationallzation. This bluff, which every one knew the
government had no intention of backing up, failed to move the
steel industry. As Judge Gary, iis spokesman, coldly remarked
in March of 1918, just as the Germans were gettng their last
and most nearly successful ‘‘break-through’ under way: “The
swclcpe Ulely must bave reasonable profits in order to do thelr
duty." Profits first, then patriotism.

In the opening weeks of this war, we find an amazing re-
‘ersal of this policy. Overnight, as German guns roared in Pol-
ind and German torpedoes sent British ships to the boltom, a
“buyers' market"” in American steel changed into a *“‘sellers"
market.” Orders from Europe began to pour in—for rails, for
pipe, for scrap lrom, Ught steel, and a hundred other types of
aon-military steel products. (The Neutrality Act forbids sale of
munitions, but every ton of rails exported to a belligerent coun-
try relenses that much of its own productive capacity for muni-
Jon making.) The reaction to this flood of export orders was
unexpected, Onp Sepltember 15, the Steel Corporation's chisf
iubsldiary, Carnegie-Illinois, announced that prices on lght stesl
for the last quarter of the year would be the same as. they had
been in the third quarter. This policy of no price increases so
far has been followed by the other major companies in publish-
Ing thelr last-quarter prices. And this is in spite not only of a
rush of new business but also of & rapld rise in the prices of

such raw materials as pig iron, splegeleisen, and ferromangen-
ese,

“Industrial Statesmanship”

The N. Y. Times, announcing this seven-days' wonder, com-
ments that “"while this policy reflects the known desires of the
Administration in Washington and takes into account the nation-
wide fear of high prices,” it is by no means popular with many
steel men, “particularly those of senior rank.' It is not custom-
ary in the steel business for the “known desires of the Adminis.
tration™ to be deferred to, nor have the steel barons in the past
shown any concern over high prices—quite the contrary. Why
this excess of social consciousness?

AT LUNES BRIMANAWNOD 15 a3 puszling as the fact itself: “*The
iew that the price of steel has an important bearing on the na-
lonal wage and price structure . . . was held to be a more im-
drtant arguments against an immediate price advance than the
udden change from ‘a buyers' to a sellers’ market in the last
ortnight, allowing prospects for handsome profits after a long
eriod of lean earnings. . . . The steel industry has given evi

ience of industrial statesmanship which is quite at variance with
the traditions and experience of former periods of prosperity."

It is clear that something much more potent than “industrial
statesmanship' must have induced the steel companies to tem-
porarily forego “handsome profits.” This new policy 1= a pPAr-
ticularly dramatic illustration of the institotional nature of both
war and capitalism in the vear 1939,

Towards State Capitalism

War in our time seems to have become such a gigantic social
and economic enterprise, requiring such staggering capital is-
vestment and such a centralization of contrel, ag to be beyond
the grasp of even the most powerful private capitalist group or
corporation, The problems raised by modern war, in neutral as

well as in belligerent countries, can only be met by the state—
acting, of course, as the agent, trustee, and executive committee -

of the bourgeoisie. Hence the lead taken by the Administration,
not “Wall] Btreet” in arranging war credits for the Allles in this
country, And hence thiz renunciation on the part of the steel
industry of its sacred “'right" to charge all the traffic will bear—
a renunciation of immediate, Individual profits for the zake of
the greater security of the entire economic system.

The Administration was the better able to persuade the steel
Industry to follow its lead because the present head of the U. B.
Steel Corporation is a very different sort of industrialist from
the stubborn and individualistic Judge Gary, When the House of
Morgan two years ago put at the head of the Steel Corporation
young K. H. Bteftinius, son of a former Morgan partner, it
served notice that a new era was beginning, For Stettiniug has
worked closely with the Roosevelt Administration ever gines
NRA days, and he has continued this “cooperation.” He was
inevitably chosen to head the War Resources Board recently set
up by the War Deal, In Stettinfus, the “Morgan man." the head
of the nation's bigeest industrial corporation, the White House
intimate, cne aspect of the War Deal—and right now the most
obvious papect—is symbolized,

But Stettinius is also symbolic of the changing nature of
American big business. As stock ownership has become more
and more widely scatiered, the conception of “ownership’” has
become increasingly vague, What Walter Rathenau wrote in
1518 of the then more advanced German capitalist system, i
now applicable to our own: “The clalms to ownership are sub-
divided in such a fashion, and are so mobile, that the enterprise
azsumes an independent life, as if it belonged to no one. It takes
an objective existence, such as lp earlier davs was embodied
only in church and state, in a municipal corporation, in the life
of & gulld or religlous order. . . , The depersonalization of owner-
ship, the objectification of enterprise, the detachment of property
from the possessor, leads to a polnt where the enterprise be-
omes transformed into an institution which resembles the state
n character.” iQuoted in Berle and Means' The Modern Cor-
poration and Private Property.)

Thiz development, of course, has not affected the soclal base
of the bourgeoisie, which still remains in its contrel, through
ownership, of the means of production. But it has had a great,
and all too little realized, effect on the agencies through which
the bourgeolsie maintaing its class rule. This is true above all in

the supreme crisis of war. American capitalism went into the -

last war with a lalssez-faire philosophy—though already its eco-
nomic foundations had been largely institutionalized, This war
finds the state and the corporation, Washington and Wall Street
grown much closer together—and the shock of war, the supreme
crisis of any social system, bas already in the brief space of two
weeks enormously hastened the process of fusion, as the over-
night replacement of the old reformist “‘brain trusters" with
Wall Street’s ““men” 1o the top circles of the Administration dra-
matically indicates. : ]

GQUERIN'S
FASCISM and BIG BUSINESS
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